
United International University

Satmasjid Road
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Architects Nahas Ahmed Khalil
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Clients United Group
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Commission 2003

Design 2003 - 2005

Construction 2004 - 2005

Occupancy 2005

Site 1,370 m2

Ground floor 1,067 m2

Total floor 8,850 m2

Costs 1,846,153 USD

Programme The challenge of this city 
campus for a private university 
was to create light, relaxing 
spaces on a tight urban plot. 
The six storey building uses 
the full extent of its site but 
this creates a long west-facing 
facade exposed to intense 
sunlight and a busy street. The 
classrooms on the first four 
floors therefore open to the 
north or south, with walls of 
handmade, kiln-fired brick to 
the west. Where more light 
is required for offices on the 
upper floors, larger areas of 
glass are double glazed and 
shielded by vertical brick fins. 
In the absence of outdoor space, 
wide internal verandahs provide 
social spaces.

Building Type Higher Education Facilities
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