
Dafen Art Museum

Dafen Village, Longgang District
Shenzhen, China

Architects Urbanus Architecture & 
Design / Liu Xiaodu
Beijing, China

Clients Longgang Municipal 
Governement
Shenzhen, China

Commission 2005

Design 2005 - 2006

Construction 2006 - 2007

Occupancy 2007

Site 11,300 m2

Ground floor 4,200 m2

Total floor 17,000 m2

Costs 12,500,000 USD

Programme Dafen is a ‘village in a 
city’: a phenomenon of 
rapid urbanisation where the 
existing village community 
is protected by law. As it is 
bounded by new development 
it can only expand vertically 
and in density, leading to a 
chaotic urban environment. 
The creation of an art museum 
in a place that has become a 
centre of replica oil painting 
might seem incongruous. The 
solution is a hybrid mix of 
programmes under one roof, 
including galleries, workshops 
and museums, planned to 
foster interaction. As well as 
catalysing development it is 
encouraging the emergence of 
more original art, providing a 
sustainable model for the future 
of Dafen.
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