
Tomb of Alija Izetbegovic

Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina

Architects Nihad Babovic
Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina

Clients Foundation for Shahid 
Cemeteries
Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina

Commission 2004

Design 2004

Construction 2005

Occupancy 2005

Site 6,000 m2

Ground floor 28 m2

Total floor 28 m2

Costs 158,620 USD

Programme The tomb of the first president 
of the independent republic 
is located in a cemetery 
dating from Ottoman times. 
Surrounded by graves, this 
open tomb combines ancient 
symbolism with contemporary 
design and material. A chromed 
stainless steel dome forms a 
geometric shell allowing the 
play of light and shadow on 
the grave below. It is supported 
on eight white marble 
columns whose forms relate 
to muqarnas. Each column 
is a single piece of stone, 
surmounted by a stainless steel 
capital. The proportions of each 
element relate to symbolic Sufi 
meanings and the floor is a 
‘cilim’ of green grass.

Building Type  Religious Facilities
2010 Award Cycle 3834.BOS




