
Restoration of Chittoor Palace

Ernakulam
Kochi, India

Architects Inspirations
Kochi, India

Clients Sureh Namboothiri
Kochi, India

Commission 2005

Design 2005

Construction 2006

Occupancy 2007

Site 2,019 m2

Ground floor 273 m2

Total floor 434 m2

Costs 94,280 USD

Programme This 400 year old summer 
palace has been preserved 
to provide upmarket paying 
guest accommodation without 
compromising the original 
fabric. The palace is approached 
via an entrance gate or, from 
the rear, from a river jetty. 
These structures, along with 
the pool and bathhouse, and the 
outbuilding that now houses the 
kitchen, were also renovated. 
Timbers were restored and 
some shutters glazed to improve 
the internal space. Walls were 
stripped to reveal the lime 
plaster, verandahs were retiled 
and modern bathrooms and air 
conditioning introduced with no 
external impact. The full budget 
was recouped within a year, 
exemplifying the commercial 
case for adaptive reuse as much 
as the importance of preserving 
traditional building crafts.

Building Type Restoration & Adaptive Re-Use
2010 Award Cycle 3769.IND




