
Ahmed Adnan Saygun Arts Centre

Mithatpasa Caddesi No. 1087 Güzelyali
Izmir, Turkey

Architects Tevfik Tozkoparan, Emre Ulas
Izmir, Turkey

Clients Izmir Metropolitan 
Municipality
Izmir, Turkey

Commission 2000

Design 2000 - 2002

Construction 2006 - 2008

Occupancy 2008

Site 19,008 m2

Ground floor 10,275 m2

Total floor 27,950 m2

Costs 19,040,029 USD

Programme Containing two concert halls, 
five galleries, offices and cafés, 
the arts center is conceived as 
a platform for communication 
rather than an insular cultural 
institute. The reinforced 
concrete structure is set on 
piled foundations to avoid 
earthquake damage and is faced 
in Turkish travertine marble. It 
is subtle and reserved, giving 
focus to the performances it 
contains and providing relief 
from its chaotic urban context. 
Key to this is a new public 
space that extends from the 
centre, creating a recess in the 
dense fabric of Izmir.  This new 
‘urban stage’ encourages artists 
to borrow views from daily life 
and vice versa, intrinsically 
connecting the center with the 
city.

Building Type  Cultural Facilities
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