Dalaman International Airport
Terminal

ATM Dalaman Havalimani Dis HAtlar Terminali
48780 Dalaman
Mugla, Turkey

Architects

Clients

Emre Arolat Architects (EAA)
Istanbul, Turkey

DHMI / ATM
Mugla, Turkey

Commission
Design
Construction

Occupancy

1999

1999

2004 - 2006

2006

Site
Ground floor
Total floor

360,000 m?
26,000 m?
130,000 m?

Costs

126,010,799 USD

Programme

This building subverts the
typical massing of such
terminals by creating man-made
valleys between the interior
spaces and fragmented exterior
masses. These engage with

the landscape by abstracting
the natural terrain. The airport
is primarily used during the
summer So an over-sailing
roof plane is detached from
the structure, allowing air to
circulate and further cohering
the halls and piers. Passenger
movement is simplified with
one floor each for arriving

and departing passengers and
clearly defined commercial
areas. Materials are deliberately
dark and raw in contrast to the
soulless monotony of a typical
terminal. The contract type
required simultaneous design
and construction, adding to the
complexity of the scheme.

Building Type

Transport Facilities

2010 Award Cycle 3724.TUR

Site Plan
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The project which strived to deal with the boredom and feeling of emptiness created
by the standardness of terminal buildings, aimed to problematize the international
airport conventions in the project by making use of the region’s rich landscape, climatic
characteristics and the specificity of its tourism activities. The plan was developed by
differing from the customary massive orders of terminal buildings, which are condi-
tioned by the disproportionate sizes of the narrow and long piers and the relatively
shorter and wider halls; the design formed man-made valleys of the gaps between the
interior spaces and the fragmented exterior masses.These gaps enabled the continuity
of the region’s landscape using its natural form outside, and its abstraction inside.
Other significant inputs were the fact that the terminal, which has a capacity of 5
million passengers, would almost only be used during the summer; that the circulation
of arriving and departing passengers were envisaged to be on different floors, the
visual fluidity between the interior spaces and different levels, and ensuring that the
commercial units be attractive.

The system, which avoids any claims to be structural, was formed of a steel cover that
was constructed from standard profiles on a concrete-framed structure. The cover,
which was designed by detaching it from the main building both on the horizontal and
vertical planes, was intended to create its own microclimate through the gap between
the two roofs and through sunbreakers; and the system, which opened up to the wind
and thus could breath, was intended to create a holistic serenity through its regular
repetition along the fragmented masses. Instead of shiny materials and glittering forms,
exposed concrete, natural wood and matte facing were used on the dark surfaces,
thus dimming the halls, which maintained the questioning that began with the concep-
tion of the mass of the building.

Because of the Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT) type of contract, Dalaman Interna-
tional Airport's design and construction process had to work out simultaniously. This
unique situation, which is a complete opposite of global stardarts of architectural
design process, had become a challenging task for EAA who takes the whole responsi-
bility in favor of the conceptual framework and the sustainability. That is why Dalaman

International Airport project has always been in a very special place in EAA's practice.
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