
Mashrabiyya House

P.O. Box 52246 Bet- Safafa
Beit Safafa, Jerusalem

Architects Senan Abdelqader
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, Jerusalem

Clients Qassem Suhel
Tibe, Israel

Commission 2003

Design 2003 - 2004

Construction 2004 - 2006

Occupancy 2006

Site 1,080 m2

Ground floor 240 m2

Total floor 1,266 m2

Costs 700,000 USD

Programme A mashrabiyya re-imagined 
in stone forms the envelope 
for this building. The typical 
light and porous effect of the 
traditional timber screen is 
achieved by positioning the 
stones slightly apart, with 
irregular spacing. The stone 
mass - which acts as a climatic 
buffer - is separate from the 
inner building and follows a 
different structural grid. The 
gap between layers allows air 
to circulate, contributing to 
passive cooling. The upper 
levels of the building contain 
apartments, while a stone-
clad deck at basement level 
accommodates a workshop, 
studio and the new Gallery 
for Palestinian Cultural 
Representation.

Building Type  Private Residence
2010 Award Cycle 3357.JER
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