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Cairo’s most intact Mamluk palace was built more than 650 years ago by Taz, ‘a good-
looking, tall and courageous knight ... well known for his good deeds as well as his 
extreme reverence for scholars’. The aim of this project was to restore the palace in a 
manner worthy of its founder, by creating a centre for culture and learning embracing both 
traditional arts and information technology. To achieve this it was necessary to stabilise 
the structure and strip away the damage caused by inappropriate additions and long-term 
misuse. More than 400 people were involved in the project.

Architect: Committee of Historic Cairo Conservation / Abd Al Moneim
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Cairo’s most intact Mamluk 
palace was built more than 650 
years ago by Taz, ‘a good-
looking, tall and courageous 
knight ... well known for his 
good deeds as well as his 
extreme reverence for scholars’. 
The aim of this project was to 
restore the palace in a manner 
worthy of its founder, by 
creating a centre for culture 
and learning embracing both 
traditional arts and information 
technology. To achieve this it 
was necessary to stabilise the 
structure and strip away the 
damage caused by inappropriate 
additions and long-term misuse. 
More than 400 people were 
involved in the project.
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This Palace was established in 753 A.H. / 1352 A.D. by 
Prince Sayf ad-Din ‘Abdullah Taz Ibn Qatghag an-Nasiri 
who was an eminent prince during the Bahri Mamluk era. 
He died in Damascus, in 763 A.H. / 1361 A.D.
The misuse of the palace as a storage for ministry of edu--
cation has had adverse effects on the building, because of 
the additional loads of accumulated books and the huge 
amount of stored desks. The detrimental repercussions of 
this misuse became obvious after the 1992 earthquake. 
On the 10th of March 2002, however, one of the palace 
walls collapsed over a house lying in al-Sheikh Khalil Al--
ley, behind the palace. An emergency team, belonging to 
the Historic Cairo Project, was brought together to take 
all the procedures necessary to halt such collapses. This 
team presented a tentative plan that fell into two parts: 
the first tackled the methods to prevent further damage 
and reinforce the building; and the second was concerned 
with dismantling the parts that were about to collapse, 
studying the building and monitoring its movement.
After the building was reinforced and stabilized, the work--
ing team started to study the causes of damage and de--
terioration. Foremost among these causes were the new 
constructions added to the building.
Fortunately, the fact that the space containing the old 
Mamluk wells and the saqiya 
After the team had managed to circumvent the hazards 
that were threatening the Palace, it started to examine the 
building and to search for the historic fragments and fab--
ric. During this stage, the old drainage system, the orna--
mental fish-pool, the cistern, the drinking troughs for ani--
mals, the lower and the upper waterwheels, the fountain 
of the ground maqàd, the haramlik fountain, the lower and 
the upper baths were excavated.
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The Haramlik after Reconstruction The Miq’ad Ceiling after restoration The Main Enterance

The Miq’ad from the Main CourtyardView from the Main Courtyard

The Main Courtyard by Night

The Dome of the Haramlik

The Main Facade after restoration
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