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editorial 
Architecture and contextual landscape 

The Mediterranean is a physical , cultural area 
inhabited by man since ancient times. 
The intense stratification of various civilizations 
has marked the territory exposing it to environ
mental impact criticism like no other place on 
earth. 
It often occurs here that "historical places" are 
valued above nature. Consequently, it is more 
evident how the landscape sensitivity problem 
does not only concern nature but also culture. 
The quality of a place is always destined to 
change gradually; the issue is to guarantee a 
change that enhances the quality level. That is 
why in cityscapes, responsibility weighs heavily 
on men who plan, build and manage construc
tions. 
Therefore, responsibility is not circumscribed to 
the intervention area but regards a wider physi
cal and cultural area. 
We sustain the principle that any intervention, 
no matter how minor, changes an environment 
the moment action is taken. 
Landscape is the image of a territory that, like a 
"palimpsest", gradually changes at the hand of 
man and due to natural processes. In this way 
the landscape keeps up to date; it cannot be 
judged modern or old-fashioned because it 
belongs to the same period as us, onlookers. 
But its existence is also the product of stratifica
tion and our action as planners affects its surfa
ce and adds or subtracts from this stratification. 
Therefore, we can assert that there is a synch
ronous and diachronic continuity. 
The former is the physical continuity of the con
text with our constructions; the latter is conti
nuity with constructions that follow in time. 
This continuity creates a strong, indivisible rela
tionship between any architecture with its con
text. 
Relationship also means appropriate relation
ship quality wise and, therefore, knowing how to 
make choices.Too often we realise that action is 
"excessive" or inadequate to its context. 
It is very difficult to achieve the right qualitative 
and quantitative relationship. Sometimes tech
nological possibilities are greater than needs; 
nowadays interventions that upset the landsca
pe can easily be carried out. Only (historical) 
knowledge of reality can enable us to have a 
deeper understanding of "sense of proportion"; 
observing to understand may enable us to 
develop constructive criticism of our action in 
landscape. 

Landscape reading and design 

We always remember that by planning we put 
forward a proposal that , if implemented, can 
continuously or discontinuously affect surroun
dings. 
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If the cultural process is continuous and if each 
part of the territory is integrated with the others, 
plans can only form an integral part of the terri
tory, regardless of any disruptive intention we 
might have. The problem only arises in asses
sing the efficiency of our planning and building 
activities, as we also intuitively perceive that 
context enhancement does exist just as disrup
tive or over-ambitious building exists. 
It has been said that the topic of continuity is 
important both for scalar and chronological 
aspects. 
The former interrelate various dimensional 
levels, especially "contents" with their applica
ble "container". 
Chronological references enable us to establish 
synchronous and diachronic changes. 
In our opinion the reading of a landscape and, 
therefore, of the territory whose image it sum
marizes must explain these continuity relation
ships and any (gradual or opposite) differences 
manifested in it. 
However, territorial comprehension forms an 
integral part of plans not only intuitively but 
also rationally, renouncing cultural abstraction 
or opposition between intervention and con
text. 
The efficacy of an innovative proposal depends 
on the depth of its roots in its surrounding terri
tory. 
We stress the term "depth" to make it clear that 
relating to a place does not mean presumptively 
renouncing farther-reaching interpretations but 
overcoming the rhetoric intentions that would 
make it less efficacious. 
We must not be tempted to always solve the 
blending-in problem with the work's maximum 
reversibility making it easy to cancel out. 
As stated beforehand, if action subjectivity (and 
here we are not only referring to planners) was 
adequately checked socially and entailed a 
choice among terms that can be shared by our 
contemporary culture, all results would be suffi
ciently legitimate apart from being inevitable. 
During a period historically marked by great 
uncertainty towards the aesthetic parameters of 
Western culture , the most consequential cultu
ral attitude nowadays is caution that, however, 
can become general renouncement. 
We must instead aim at defining a new asserti
ve, creative planning culture. 
The former target must be to increase the 
degree of focused compatibility to generally ele
vate the quality level of action, reducing both 
morphological disturbance phenomena and 
phenomena intrinsically consequential to the 
substantial deterioration of the context. The lat
ter target is to search for a constituent-regula
ting criterion that can both recuperate the sense 
of landscape unity and a more suitable hierar
chy of values. 



Therefore we link planning to reading the con
text and, therefore, to determining its qualities. 
In order to enhance relief interpretation param
eters we can conduct an analysis prior to inter
vention to be repeated with the same procedu
re having simulated implementation of the work. 

Landscape interpretation and appreciation 
levels: 

Heterogeneous of autonomous accidental co
existences not linked by intentional or natural 
correlation laws - maximum disturbance factor. 
As an example for this category we can propose 
unauthorized building both on urban outskirts 
and scattered in open territory, new industrial 
areas and building complexes in planned urban 
outskirts that do not fit into their environmental 
context. 
Uniform global uniformity in a system formed by 
juxtaposed elements; multiple elements inter
preted in intentional natural - artificial opposition 
in a constant system - medium-high alteration 
and disturbance factor. 
For instance: tourist villages or building and pro
duction, with typically homogenous isolated 
buildings, reclaiming with canalising or with 
farmhouses, etc. 
Homogenous unitary complex of self-contained 
elements; subdivided, uniform co-existence of no
dal multiplicities; local adhesion to natural territo
rial factors with a non-hierarchical unitary relation 
law - alteration and disturbance factor reduced. 
Indicative examples could be system-isolated 
farm complexes (such as Apulian and Tuscan 
farms and Po farmyards) , farm terracing 
systems, divisions into two hundred-juger plots 
in Veneta or the Po Valley, etc. 
Integrated units through interrelation of orderly 
elements; order (hierarchy in one unit) of com
plementary elements that completely blends 
into its natural surroundings - disturbance factor 
absent. 
The examples in question are pertinent to struc
tures that are naturalized or blended antitheti
cally into the landscape such as renaturalised 
archaeological complexes , environmentally 
established historic centres, Renaissance and 
Baroque villas, etc. 
Anthropic absence in a landscape is certainly 
seen as an absence of disturbance factors as, 
in that case, each element obviously fits into the 
order of the natural system. 
In environmental impact valuations, this typo
logy of values classified as such is important as 
the landscape sensitivity of the territory can be 
referred to it. 
For that purpose it is also wise to establish a 
structural description of the landscape defining 
the anthropic standard achieved. 

THE MEDITERRANEAN LANDSCAPE 
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