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KABUL: REHABILITATION OF PARK-E ZARNEGAR

 CONSERVATION OF THE ABDUR RAHMAN KHAN MAUSOLEUM & MOSQUE

In the late 19th century, Amir Abdur Rahman Khan commissioned a gardenIn the late 19th century, Amir Abdur Rahman Khan commissioned a garden 
pavilion which, after his death in 1901, was transformed by his heir, Habibullah 
Khan, into a mausoleum. Since the mid-1990s, the building was used as an 
office for the Department of Historic Monuments who, in 2003, requested 
AKTC's support in conserving the mausoleum, which had water penetrating into 
its roofs. When emergency conservation works began in 2005, modern concrete 
was removed from the flat roof around the central dome. This was followed by 
repairs to structural damage in the domes, which was then backfilled with brick 
chips and a layer of porous lime concrete was laid, finished with a weatherproof 
surface of flat fired-brick paving. Damaged sections of iron sheeting over the 
main brick dome and the two port-cochères were repaired, along with down-
pipes and gutters.  Selective repairs were carried out to the brick parapets and 
external plasterwork and services were upgraded.  In addition to these works, 
teams carried out selective rehabilitation works on the roof of a triangular 
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mosque adjacent to the mausoleum. The mosque, which was introduced to the 
site in the mid-1990s, had water penetration problems similar to those of the 
mausoleum. Teams cleared the mosque of debris and the brick-masonry 
structure was repaired before a final water-proofing layer of porous lime 
concrete was laid and finished with a weatherproof surface of flat fired-brick 
paving. 
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North-South Section Park Zarnegar Mosque during  restoration, 2005Roof repairs of the mosque

 ACCESS IMPROVEMENTS AND NEWLY BUILT VISITOR FACILITIES

At an early stage of the rehabilitation on Park-e Zarnagar, it became clear that 
the absence of public toilets was a major issue on a site with thousands of 
visitors during the summer months. As a result, provisions were made in the 
Master Plan for the rehabilitation of blocks of toilets on the north and south 
sides of the park, where access was possible for maintenance. The aim was that 
the operation of these toilets should become an integral part of the Municipality-
led management of the park. Following design approval by Kabul Municipality, 
work began in November 2005 on the construction of the northern block, using 
traditional stone masonry over which a brick vault was built, surmounted by 
steel sheeting. In May 2006, the building was formally opened by the mayor of 
Kabul The south toilet block however was not completed until early 2009 when

The northern toilet block after completion, 2006

Kabul. The south toilet block, however, was not completed until early 2009 when 
the Kabul Municipality assigned staff to operate the facility, thus opening it to 
the public.
Following the need to facilitate pedestrian access, some 1,700 square meters of 
stone paving have been laid between 2005-7, and included the creation of a 
paved axis on the south side of the mausoleum leading to a new entrance on the 
south perimeter of the park. 
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