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ecor ed by Paul Bowles 

At Tahala , orocco . 

Septenber 21 , 1959 . 
usic of the Beni Ouara·ne Tribe . ( iddle Atlas) 

erf rmers : Cheikh yyad ou Haddou and ~nsemble . 

1 . Aili a ali (3 men ' c voices , 4 women ' s voices , bra8s tray struck 

with t~o teaspoons) 

• Habbit ntou (3 men ' o·ces , bendir 

3. Qua ha dial ~heir (4 omen ' s voices , ben ir) 

Jhet ier one accords or denies es the tic value to Aili a \lfal · , 

by any standards it is an extraordinary mus·ca phenomenon . hen I 

heard it throu ht e headphones during t e recor ing I as una~are of 

both its canst lction and its sound; it as not until I got back to 

Taza that ni ht and played it t at I was st uck by the fact that it 

was completely unlike anytning I had ever heard . (For a brief instant 

I ias convinced th· t someho I was lj tening to the tape running 

bacKwards; then I recognized the ords of t e repeated refrain: 

"Cnouf ! Chni '. · 'a? ' ( )and realized that e c 1an · cally all was going 

along as sur ~) ~he device 

of using a br ; o tea-tray as a percussive instrument is not uncomnon. 

(In tape nu ber. 4 tray was .,truck with t ·o small tea - glasses; th· s 

group in 4A was also from the iddle Atlas. 

(*) "Chouf! Chni hiya? 11~' 1 Look. hat .:.s it? 11 ) 

be r .3 , akha di 1 (heir , is another remarkable example of 

erfection in unison sin ·ing . The women sat like statues throJghout 

the session , and did not vary their attit de of imnob"lity even when 

performing this relatively vehement song . 




