
9B 
Recorded by Paul Bowles . 

At Tafraout , Souss , Morocco . 

Au ust 15 , 1959 . 
Performers : alem Ahmed and ~nsemble . 

Getting musici ns in Tafraout was complicated . The acting government­

al chief took us several mi~es down the va1ley one morning to meet 

a certain caid ho ould send out a moqqadem to each village , com­

manding the men to appear the folloving night at the military bordj . 

e settled the details, and everything went as scheduled , save that 

the musicians arrived slowly in groups with hundreds of townspeople 

trailing after them , and t is held us up for a while . The electric­

ity is always cut off a little before m ni ht , hich meant that 

each moment e lost at the outset as lost completely . 

The first p·ece , Ahmeilou , involved thir teen men , five of whom pl yed 

benadir , and one a gannega . (Gannega is a local term for tbel . ) 

As the evening progressed , more men joined the performers ' ranks . 

The list of titles for side 9B is as follo~s : 

1 . Ahmeilou 

2 . hna dial Moulay Hassan . 

3 . Achergaoui 

It was an extremely hot night; everyt hing and everyone was 

suffused wi t h heat: t he singers' and dr ummers' faces ran with sweat, 

and t he drums, after being heated, remained taut, giving their 

sound a dry, precise quality which t he same instrumen ts do not have 

under ordinary circumstances. 




