
Alta Vista News

By Rick Lucas

     We have finally received rain.  My 
gauge total was 8.5 inches.  I haven’t 
figured out if it was too much too soon 
or too late.  We had a few acres that 
didn’t get sprayed which were turned in 
the day it started raining (the rain was 
too soon).  We had some corn fields that 
were looking like we had giant onions 
planted (for this corn it was too late).
     The early planted corn fields that I 
have looked at did not pollinate all that 
well, because they were pollinating 
when it was dry any hot. I have noticed 
a few fields that since the rains that have 
shot out a second ear . The jury is still 
out on whether it will pollinate we might 
get lucky that we had uneven 
emergence.  Corn will pollinate in 7 to 8 
days and pollen can travel up to 50 
feet with the uneven emergence they 
could pollinate and fill. 
     With the rains, the soybeans should 
yield well.  One more rain would put 
them over the top compared to last 
year’s yields.
     We are planning on being empty 
when harvest starts. We will be dumping 
corn in the two bins south of the office 
and soybeans in the big bin, the concrete 
silos will be corn  We also have some 
fall crops sold that will ship during 
harvest.  We don’t think we will run out 
of room for your fall harvest needs, but 
it would be great if I was wrong.  The 
bagger is ready I am told if we need it.
     If you need wheat seed be sure to 
order early so we can have it on hand. 
For those of you that will need burn 
down and Finesse on those wheat acres 
let us know.  It is going to be harvest 
crop, spray and plant to get the wheat 
planted in time. Fertilizer prices are 
down $50.00 plus per ton on some 
products this might be a good time to 
lock in your needs for next year.

Patron Access

By Tony Hieger

     During fall harvest have you ever 
wondered at night how much grain you 
delivered to the elevator.  You may now 
sign up for Patron Access on line and 
look at your account 24 hours day at 
home from your computer. You may 
sign up on line at www.manhattan.coop 
under account login. Once you are 
signed up you can look at your account 
online anytime you want to check your 
grain tickets and the splits with your 
landlords.
     

Crop Production

By Ken Diehl

     Summer is winding down and the heat 
has begun to wind up.  I have been in the 
fields lately and from a corn perspective 
things seem to be progressing fairly well.  
We have not reached black layer in many 
places but the corn is well on its way.  We 
could really use some moisture to finish 
this year’s corn crop especially trying to 
keep test weight from falling.   
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(Crop Production Cont.)

I have noticed a fair amount of stalk 
damage on this season’s crop whether it 
be from early season hail damage, crown 
rot or even anthracnose.  You will need 
to keep a close eye on these acres to 
determine whether or not they are a 
candidate for early harvest.  Of all the 
beans I have walked, pod set is well 
under way which with the heat we are 
having is not the best news because 
beans need the most water at this time, 
approximately 2.5 inches per week.  We 
will need moisture sometime in the next 
two weeks to keep seed size from 
shrinking down.
     The crop fields have stayed pretty 
clean up until the last week to ten days.  
The cleanest acres I have this season are 
those where a pre emerge or burn down 
residual was used either in the corn or 
soybeans.  Those acres took less 
chemical to clean up even though you 
had that initial cost up front.  I would 
encourage those producers, especially 
those no tilling, to strongly consider a 
residual application in the fall, it will 
help with early season planting, reduce 
the weed mat that harbor both insects and 
disease.  One thing I am noticing in the 
corn in August is that our residuals are 
beginning to break down especially on 
those acres that were hit early on with 
heat and moisture stress and now the 
canopy has begun to thin out.
     Fall is just around the corner and it is 
time to begin thinking about those wheat, 
alfalfa, brome and grazing acres.  If it has 
been three years a soil sample would be 
beneficial to give you an idea of where 
we are at as far as soil fertility.  We will 
have a good supply of wheat seed this 
year.  The Coop will be offering a couple 
of different options for seed treatment, 
Warden Cereal is a fungicide only that 
will help protect against Fusarium, 
Pythium, Smut, Bunt, Leaf Stripe and 
Seed Rot. Warden Cereals HR is a 
fungicide and insecticide so you get the 
above mentioned diseases as well Aphid, 
White Grub, Hessian Fly and Wirewom 
help.  We will also be offering 
application of Ascend on the seed, this is 
a product that will help with root 
development, breaking dormancy on the 
seed and cell division, this product has 
shown some really good benefits to 
wheat in research and field trials.  If you 

have any questions please feel free to 
give us a call.  This is also a good time 
of year to provide the nutrients to alfalfa 
and brome going into to winter so when 
they break dormancy they are not 
wearing themselves out using what little 
root reserves they have without any extra 
fertility there.  Brome could really use 
that extra fertility because it is so slow to 
recover from summer to put on that 
much needed fall growth.  Your local 
Coop plans to run the Fall Fertilizer 
delayed billing program again this year, 
please call to find out the details.
  Once again the Coop and myself really 
appreciate your continued support.  And 
remember plan for success it will always 
serve you better in the end.

Fuel Department

By Jerry Fenske

Best Practices for 

Ethanol-Blended Gasoline

     Preparation for the Conversion:
     Prior to the conversion of sub-octane 
gasoline and ethanol blends (E10), it is 
important that you investigate all storage 
and dispensing systems.  Assuring that 
all equipment is compatible for ethanol-
blended gasoline is critical.  This 
includes storage tanks, tank liners, 
pumps, dispensers, filters, hoses, fill 
nozzles, and any other equipment that 
will come into contact with the blended 
gasoline.
     Confirming all inventory systems are 
updated will reduce performance related 
issues.  You must ensure that the entire 
inventory system is prepped for the use 
and delivery of ethanol-blended gasoline.  
If the current tank liner was installed 
prior to 1981, you must check with the 
tank manufacturer to confirm the liner 
material is compatible with ethanol 
blended gasoline.  It is mandatory that 
each specific tank liner is approved to 
store ethanol-blended gasoline in all 
tanks.
     Ethanol has high solvency properties.  
When ethanol is introduced into a tank 
that has not previously stored an ethanol-
blend, it has the propensity for the 
ethanol to loosen rust, scale, gum, and 
other deposits in bulk storage tanks, 
vehicle tanks, and engine fuel systems.  
It is likely when these deposits separate, 
filter plugging will occur.  Typically, 

after the first few inventory turns, 
operation will return to normal 
conditions.

Grain Comments

By Doug Biswell

     Whether you like it or not it is all 
about the weather.  This crop is late and 
a big percentage nationwide needs rain 
to fill kernels and pods.  Good stuff that 
we are talking about this in September 
isn’t it, especially the kernel fill part of 
that statement.  
     The cash grain market is giving us a 
big lesson this year in what an inverse 
happens to be.  Cash corn is in the mid 6 
dollar range and new crop is in the mid 4 
dollar range.  Cash beans are above 14 
dollars and new crop is around 13 
dollars.  Don’t carry your old crop grain; 
the cash markets are telling you to sell 
before new crop grain starts hitting the 
elevator.  
     We will not have any wheat left at 

any of our elevators once fall harvest 

begins so we will not have any bins 

allocated for wheat thus we WILL 

NOT be dumping wheat during fall 

harvest.  If you have wheat on a truck 
please get it to town within the next 
couple of weeks.  I mentioned in 
previous newsletter articles that we 
would not have the room to carry wheat 
at our facilities this year and that we 
would be moving the wheat that we 
unloaded to terminal store.  I also 
mentioned that basis at harvest was very 
strong and futures spreads were very 
narrow, all factors suggesting selling the 
grain was the thing the market wanted 
the grower to do.  The struggle with 
having grain in a terminal storage 
position is that negotiating basis and thus 
flat price leaves our power.  The 
terminal is going to tell us what they are 
paying and that is about it, so arriving at 
a price that you the grower gets becomes 
simple math.  If the terminal is paying 
$6.50 and it takes 20 cents to move it 
there and it takes 25 cents to pay the 
help, run and manage the elevator then 
the local cash price is going to be $6.05.  
We are looking forward to a good fall 
harvest. As always if you have any 
questions or comments feel free to call 
me.


