
PRAIRIE CENTRAL COOP 
CONNECTION 

January 2023 

  PAGE 2:  
  ▪ Harvest Reflections Cont. 
  ▪Dispatch Program 
  PAGE 3: 
  ▪ ACH 
  ▪ Recipe from PCC 
  PAGE 4: 
  ▪ Meet the Team 
  ▪ From the Field 

   Harvest Reflections and Market Outlook 

 INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

 

 

Harvest began on time this year and wrapped up relatively quickly with only three rain delays, producing record 

breaking numbers across the region. The expectations for yields this harvest turned out better than what was previ-

ously forecast. Data collected by the USDA found the average yield for corn in November in Illinois broke the record 

of 210 bushels with this year coming in at 215. According to Steve Feeney, PCC Grain Marketing Coordinator, he ex-

pects the January report will also show a record yield of 215 bushels  as well. With these yields, much of the corn 

crop will be shipped to the South and West due to a significant drop in yields in states such as Kansas and Nebraska, 

who had a dry summer.  In terms of soybean yields, this past harvest did not surpass the previous record of an aver-

age of 64 bushels per acre. However, the soybeans that were harvested in our area had low moisture levels, ranging 

from 10.3% to 11.6%.  

In data further compiled by Controller, Roxanne Novak, it was noted that the harvest average for PCC increased by 

14%. New customers, good crop conditions, and an extensive dispatch program were factors in this increase. Addi-

tionally, throughout fall, the prices held steady and farmers responded by continuing to sell their grain. Of the 24.6 

million corn bushels delivered, 66.7% have been sold, while 57.2% of the 6.3 million soybean bushels have been sold.  

This greater volume in grain though, while positive for the farmer, did produce challenges for the grain industry. 

Grain elevators across Illinois had to calculate if they had enough storage, drying capacity, and at what point grain 

would need to be shipped out to continue to make room for incoming bushels. Additionally, the grain industry, just 

like all other sectors, is battling labor shortages and logistics challenges.  

Continued on the next page. 

Area Directors Meetings 

All farmers are welcome to come and participate in the discussion. 

Chenoa—February 28th at Heartland Bank 8:00AM 

Saunemin—March 2nd at Saunemin Community Center 8:00AM 

Pontiac—March 3rd at Pontiac Elks Club 8:00AM 

Grain Marketing Coordinator 



web      ░     www.prairiecentralcoop.com 
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Moving forward and thinking about prices, Steve Feeney recommends paying close attention to what is happening glob-

ally and how the weather is impacting production in South America. In the December World Agricultural Supply and De-

mand Estimate (WASDE), the USDA is predicting that our ending stocks to use ratio will be 8.9% , which is below the his-

torically significant number of 10%. This is critical because 10% is considered a tight ratio. Therefore, the tighter the 

stocks, the stronger the prices.  The USDA is predicting the U.S. farm price of $6.70 for the market year. What is intri-

guing about the tight ratio is the U.S. has had a decrease in corn exports by 75 million bushels. The decrease in exports is 

due to Brazil acquiring the export demand and shipping commodity directly to China. This puts an emphasis on the rest 

of the world needing a good crop. Regarding the soybean commodity, the ratio is predicted to be even tighter at 5%, 

placing the farm price at $14. The weather in Argentina is playing a role in the projected price because heat and lack of 

precipitation continue to cut production numbers. This is favorable for the U.S. market and our prices as the demand for 

our crop increases.  

PCC is grateful for another successful and safe harvest and appreciates your business! 

Harvest Reflections and Market Outlook— Cont. 

Dispatch Program 
 

The dispatch program is an integral part of Prairie Central Co-op.  The 
program encompasses a large territory while providing flexibility and 
the ability to move grain directly to our rail facilities. During this past 
harvest, Logistics Coordinator, Laura Stollard, saw considerable 
growth in the number of farmers choosing to participate in the pro-
gram. She stated that the increase is due in part to having additional 
trucks added to Prairie Central’s fleet.  
 

Trucks will haul the grain from your farm directly to the Chenoa and 
Pontiac locations. In turn, these facilities ship the grain out on shuttle 
trains.  The dispatch program is available to use for both the harvest 
season and post-harvest.   
  
The dispatch program has been built up over the years and continues 
to benefit not only the Co-op, but the farmers as well. A good portion 
of this success can be attributed to the farmers who continue to uti-
lize the program and share the benefits with others.  
 

Dispatch by the Numbers  

Benefits for the Farmer 

 Semis are more efficient—larger 

loads and faster 

 PCC pays for trucking —no cost 

to farmer 

 If the farmer uses their own 

trucks to haul to Pontiac, freight 

is paid 

 Trucks can move with you from 

field to field 

3, 731 Loads Dispatched to Pontiac = 

3,743,864 Bushels of Corn  

 

276 Loads Dispatched to Chenoa = 

285,112 Bushels of Corn 

 

Total Dispatch Bushels for Harvest 

2022: 4 million 
 

52% increase from 2021 
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phone      ░     (815) 945-7866 

Pound Cake 
4. Pour into a greased and floured 10-inch 

tube pan, and smooth.  

5. Bake at 325 for 1 hour and 30 minutes or 

until a long wooden pick inserted in center 

comes out clean.  

6. Cool in pan for 10 minutes. Then remove 

from pan to wire rack, and cool completely 

for about 1 hour.  

 4 cups all-purpose flour 

 3 cups sugar 

 2 cups butter, softened 

 3/4 cup milk 

 6 large eggs 

 2 tsp. vanilla extract 

Security, reliability, and timeliness are necessities when operating a business suc-

cessfully and ensuring that your assets are protected. Utilizing the ACH program at 

Prairie Central Cooperative (PCC) is a free measure you can take to make sure all 

business operations are running smoothly. ACH is a payment method where de-

posits or payments are made directly into your bank account. PCC recommends 

signing up for a variety of reasons, the first being security. When a direct deposit 

or payment occurs, transactions are authenticated by using encryption and the 

recipient must be verified before the transfer. Furthermore, if an error does occur, 

it can be quickly and easily reversed, so your account is not compromised. While  

checks do have a paper trail, there are security issues that arise. For instance, if a check becomes lost or stolen, 

stop payments must occur and the bank must be contacted. Recently, PCC experienced this first hand where a 

grain check mailed to a farmer was stolen. The check was altered and cashed after the timeframe the bank could 

put a stop to the activity.  ACH removes this risk by giving you the peace of mind that your money is where it is 

supposed to be.  

Additionally, ACH is more timely and reliable for not only you—the customer, but also the elevator. There is no 

wondering of when the check will arrive in the mail, since the money transfers typically take one to two business 

days.  Additionally, checks may take several days to clear. Therefore, if you are in need of money by a certain time, 

you will not have to wait as long for the transaction to take place. Regarding PCC, ACH enables our business to run 

more efficiently and timely, resulting in a more satisfied customer base. 

If you would be interested in signing up for ACH or learning more about the program, please call the Main Office 

requesting to speak to Jeanie Ingram at (815) 945-7866 or email staff@prairiecentralcoop.com. 

Direct Deposit—Secure and Convenient 

1. Preheat oven to 325 degrees 

2. Place flour, sugar, butter, milk, eggs, and 

vanilla (in that order) in bowl.  

3. Using mixer, beat on low for one minute. 

Then beat at medium speed for two 

minutes.  



 email      ░     staff@prairiecentralcoop.com 

 To handle the farmer’s grain at harvest. To be safe and fair, while maintaining profitability. 

MEET THE TEAM: 

 

 

DANIELLE HARPER decided to bring her agriculture knowledge to PCC after hearing about the compa-

ny’s positive work environment and camaraderie from her boyfriend who worked here in the past. Pre-

viously, Danielle worked at First Mid Ag Services in Bloomington and a hog farm, while attending col-

lege. Her favorite aspects are learning about different world issues that effect the grain markets, and 

getting to know PCC customers to develop relationships and memories that last a lifetime.  

Outside of work, Danielle enjoys hunting, fishing, and boating with family and friends. She also enjoys 

taking her black lab, Summit, on golf cart rides during warmer months! 

BRIANNA HOFFMAN joined the Prairie Central team this past year when searching for a long term 
career. She enjoys the camaraderie between the people she works with and getting to interact with 
the farmers.  Harvest is her favorite season because of the long hours and the constant activity.   

In her free time, Brianna enjoys remodeling her house, spending time with her animals and family, 
and watching football. 

ELAINE WALKER was born and raised on a dairy and grain farm that has been in the family for over 

150 years, so it was a natural decision to have a career in agriculture. Elaine has brought with her a 

wealth of experience in the grain industry, as after college she began working for Scott Grain Co. in 

Dwight, until they were bought out by Mazon Farmers Coop. Since then she has worked at Interglobe 

Genetics and then Trainor Grain for 14 years. Elaine’s favorite part of the job is working with the 

farmers because they are laid back, easygoing, and always have a good story to tell! In her spare 

time, Elaine enjoys mowing grass, planting flowers, playing euchre, and doing anything with her sons.  

Danielle Harper 
Grain Marketing Coordinator 

Kori Gruben 
Elevator Operator 

Elaine Walker 
Scale Operator 

Brianna Hoffman 
Scale Operator 

KORI GRUBEN felt it was time for a change in her career and felt that Prairie Central was the oppor-

tunity she had been looking for.  Her roots are grounded in agriculture and has learned much from 

her family. The Co-op has allowed her to expand her knowledge about farming and the behind the 

scenes action of the grain industry.  Her favorite aspect about the job is being outside, her co-

workers, and meeting all the farmers. She says the farmers always have a great story to share.  

In her free time, Kori enjoys being outdoors and spending time with family and friends.   

This harvest proved to be record breaking for farmers with there being various fac-

tors that led to such a positive result. Beginning last May, farmers saw excellent 

emergence and even stands. Additionally, the weather produced above normal 

heat units in May and June which allowed farmers to catch up from late planting. 

The above normal heat and dry June, kept the plants disease free. The growing 

season finished out strong as timely rains in July and August gave the crops an ex-

tra boost. A dry harvest season followed which allowed farmers to bring crops in  

timely and work ground before the winter season hit. 

From the Field 


