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The board of directors from Pro-Ag and Hoffman Cooperative
Grain Association have been meeting over the past few weeks
to discuss the advantages of a merger. Hoffman Cooperative
has a 110 car unit train loading facility on the CP rail. Their
facility can store approximately 2.8 million bushels. They also
operate a feed mill. With the large yields we have been having
the past couple of years, and the large volume of grain coming
into our facilities, it is necessary for us to access the railroad.
Many of the truck markets that we deliver to have grain bought
for several months ahead, and that causes us to hold our grain
for longer periods of time.
Some of the benefits of being on the rail include the opportunity
for a better defined soybean market during export season
(September through February), and the ability to market
additional corn by rail versus truck. Current rail rate structure
is highly favorable to 110-car load-out shippers. This puts

pressure on elevators to have access to major rail load-out
facilities. This also puts pressure on the owners of these rail
facilities to have the ability to access grain to continually load
full trains. Maintaining and growing grain volumes for major
shippers is difficult in a very competitive grain market.
This is a great fit for both companies as we have extra volume
and they have the facilities to load unit trains. Both boards
have agreed to move forward with a unification by acquisition.
Pro-Ag members will not have to vote. Hoffman members will
vote in September. If the vote by the Hoffman members is
two-thirds in favor, the merger will pass. The unification will then
become effective January 1, 2018.
Have a safe harvest!

Mark Jaskowiak
General Manager
Parkers Prairie – Main Office

The golden age of spraying glyphosate and having clean fields
has passed, and I doubt we will ever see such a simple system
again. 2017 has been the toughest year to get good weed
control yet. Resistant weeds are rampant. We are using more
water, more passes across the field, better adjuvants and more
modes of action than ever, but control varies from good to poor.
The chickens have come home to roost after 20 plus years of
using the same system.
Going into this fall, the most critical decisions in soybeans
next year are going to be: what is your herbicide program and
what chemistry are you going to use? Xtend™ and LibertyLink®
soybeans should be at the top of the list. Even if your farm has
no resistance issues yet, planting these varieties give you the
parachute you need in case water hemp or common ragweed
blow up in a field. Cost per acre is comparable to a RR2
soybean, and the trait can help from drift or volatility that may
occur from neighboring fields. But, these two seed traits are
no silver bullet. At bare minimum, three chemistries targeting
your problem weeds need to be utilized to have a reasonable
clean field.
So, what does a reasonably clean field mean? Think back
to the 80s before roundup tolerant beans were introduced. I
believe we will never be 100 percent weed-free again in any
given field, because the weeds just keep adapting and we
are running out of new chemistry options. That is why it is so
important now to hammer fields in corn and to get a pre-down in
soybeans whenever possible. The reality is that soybeans can
be out of the ground in four days, like this spring. No farmer or
custom applicator can keep up when field conditions are right
for planting. Farmers plant and we spray every suitable daylight
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hour. In some parts of the country, people are pulling old
multi-weeders out of groves and slowing down the planting
progress to get a pre-emergent herbicide down. Other options
are multiple layers of residual chemistry such as Warrant,
Outlook or Dual. All of the custom mixes and 20 gallon per acre
of water mixes are impacting our ability to cover more acres
as a co-op. We have to rinse more and we have to add more
water trucks and drivers, so we get less acres done at the end
of each day. This has gradually been changing our business
as RR2 soybean acres decrease each year. Pro-Ag will be
looking at increasing application cost per acre to the grower,
because spraying for us is no longer profitable. It’s a new era in
weed control.

“I believe we will never be 100 percent
weed-free again in any given field, because
the weeds just keep adapting and we are
running out of new chemistry options.”
Please start thinking about the plan of attack for 2018, because
the same old programs are not going to work. On a positive
note, LibertyLink® and Xtend™ soybeans will be broadly
available and selection is good. Don’t start out behind on weed
control in 2018 because of your seed variety choice.

Jim Hlatky
Agronomy Manager
Parkers Prairie – Main Office

As of this writing in August, the USDA is projecting a 49 bu
soybean crop and a 169 corn yield despite the second lowest
crop ratings in the last 10 years. For the August report, the
USDA relied on NASS farm surveys, which rely on ears per acre
and greenness satellite imagery. There are big differences as
privates are reporting estimates of 164 corn and 47 soybeans.
We will know shortly who is right!

“With a good corn crop on the way,
it looks like supply will stay high
in the area.”
At our Parkers Prairie location, we have completed a new truck
scale/probe to streamline our grain receiving. We are also in
the process of building a 500,000 bu corn bunker. We hope to
eliminate most of the grain bagging we have done there in the
past two years. On a per bushel basis, a bunker is cheaper
versus bagging. This will speed up unloading at corn harvest as
dry corn trucks can be diverted to the bunker. This bunker will
be covered by a tarp with aeration and a lime base.
A lack of good pricing opportunities has left the elevator and
farmers with plenty of unpriced corn. With a good corn crop on
the way, it looks like supply will stay high in the area. We are
doing our best to accommodate this, but options are limited
with the carry in the corn market. We anticipate less available
space this fall whether on farm or elevator. Please remember
that price later corn and soybeans must be priced by the end
of September.
As we move into harvest watch our deferred bids for basis or
HTA contracts next spring and summer. Consider basis-only
contracts if prices stay cheap and the basis tightens up, then
set futures on a rally next summer. Also, plan sales around
cash flow needs to avoid poor spot grain prices. Large crops
are great but difficult to manage when only five percent of our
corn handle is sold prior to harvest.
Have a safe and plentiful harvest!

Tim Lauthen
Grain Merchandiser
Brandon Elevator

Corn silage harvest is just around the corner. There are a few
things that we need to remember as we start into the harvest
season. Number one is safety. We tend to get moving quickly
and make hasty decisions that can lead to injury. Take care of
yourselves and slow down; harvest is not worth death or injury.
The other important thing to keep in mind as we get ready to
chop is watching total plant moisture, not only cob moisture.
Taking some stalks in to be burned down can be an effective
way to determine total plant moisture. The other strategy that
can be used is knifing the stalk. If you stick a knife in above the
ear and you have moisture, generally that plant is above 70
percent total moisture. To get you close to somewhere between
60 to 65 percent moisture, you should no longer see moisture
on your knife above the ear, but should still see some below the
ear. This is just a quick reference to get you close; a burn down
will be very accurate.
Two final items to remember are kernel processing and theoretic
chop length. Kernel processors or shredlage heads are now
designed with the ability to pulverize the kernel. We should be
able to find any kernels unprocessed with today’s technology
in kernel processing. The second is theoretical chop length.
Ultimately, we would like to achieve a three-quarter to one-inch
chop length. This enables us to get a good pack in a bunker,
bag or silo. In addition, it allows us to have the ultimate length at
feed out for the cows to utilize and break down, as well as keep
them from being able to sort that ration.
A lot of other questions revolve around feed additives these
days. With the depressed milk prices, what should we really be
feeding? On the topic of feed additives, the ones that have been
shown to still have a good return on your investment (ROI),
even with low milk prices, are rumensin, buffers, yeast culture
and amino acid balancing. Most of you are probably familiar with
the information that shows how rumensin increases the energy
yield of a diet through adjusting the VFA profile in the rumen.
You know how buffers help stabilize rumen pH and how yeast
culture helps with fiber digestion and intakes, especially in fresh
cow, so I won’t go into details on these items. I hesitate, though,
to even call adding amino acid products into the ration as adding
a feed additive. Having the proper lysine to methionine ratio
in a ration has been shown time and time again to increase
milk production, component yields and antidotal health and
reproduction. With low milk prices, one way to increase your milk
check and profitability is by producing more components and
getting those production bonuses. Balancing for amino acids is
the most cost effective way to do that while maintaining or even
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increasing milk production. When it comes to the multitude of
other feed additives that can be fed, to me, it comes down to
evaluating the products claims. In other words, “show me the
data,” asking why you want to or are feeding them, and what
you want or are hoping to gain by feeding them. A lot of times, a
small change in a feeding or management practice can result in
the same health or production effect as adding a feed additive
without the added costs. So, before you either cut something
out, or add it into the ration, do a little evaluation of the product
and talk with your nutritionist and veterinarian about what is
needed and whether or not it can result in a ROI.

“With low milk prices, one way
to increase your milk check and
profitability is by producing more
components and getting those
production bonuses.”
With the lower milk prices, farm profitability can be harder
to maintain. By sitting down with your consultant team–
nutritionist, veterinarian, outside feed representative and even
your agronomist, and evaluating your situation, your goals and
your feed supplies, you can keep the cows milking and the
farm profitable. The sooner you do that, the sooner a game
plan can be put into action for you and your farm. If you have
any questions on what to feed this year or what feed additives
fit into your farm’s ration, don’t hesitate to contact your local
Pro-Ag location. They can help you get in contact with myself or
another Purina nutritionist.

Ben Thorpe
Livestock Production Specialist
Serving All Locations

Weaning time is stressful for the mother cow and her calf.
Traditionally, some cow-calf producers wean calves the day
they leave the farm, thus avoiding the critical attention required
to ensure calf health and continued performance. Others wean
calves on the farm as part of a complete pre-conditioning
program before sale or final life stage prior to slaughter.
Calves typically walk up to 20 miles the first two days after
weaning. As well, calves sold upon weaning often take time to
adjust when they arrive at a feedlot. Weaning stress may be
associated with problems for new arriving calves to the feedlot.
Freshly weaned calves at the feedlot often show signs of:
•
•
•
•
•

Restlessness, not settling down
Constant bawling
Fence-line walking
Greatly reduced feed intake
Sickness

To lessen the impact of weaning on health and weight gain,
producers can prepare calves for weaning and choose a
weaning method that reduces stress.
Focus on health, feed and water to assist calves during the
weaning transition period.

VACCINATION & HEALTH CARE
Consult the herd veterinarian to develop a vaccination program.
Generally, vaccinate calves as follows:
Respiratory diseases (IBR, BVD, BRSV and PI3):
A combined vaccine for these is often called a 4-way vaccine.
Vaccines come as either modified-live or killed vaccines.
Booster the vaccines two-to-four weeks after initial treatment,
especially if using killed vaccine.
HS (Haemophilus Sommnus):
The HS vaccine prevents shipping fevering.
Clostridial diseases:
There are several species of Clostridium bacteria that can
cause diseases in cattle, such as diarrhea and blackleg. The
vaccine against this group of diseases is commonly referred to
as a 7-way or 8-way vaccine.
Research shows performance improves if control for worms,
lice and other parasites is used. During weaning, check calves
at least twice daily for signs of illness. Identify and treat sick
calves quickly. Consult a veterinarian for treatment protocols.

FEEDING
The nutrient content
and palatability of
forages and creep
rations are important
for calves during weaning. A high nutrient
content in the ration allows the calf to get the number of nutrients
it needs per day as its rumen develops. Palatability ensures the
calf will start to eat the feed.
A general rule is to feed a second-cut grass/legume mix hay with
a balance of grain. An ideal grain mix for the weaning period
contains a high percentage of highly digestible fiber source. Test
forages and grain mixes to be sure a balanced ration is provided.
It is critical to ensure that calves have access to the feed. A creep
feeder can be used for feeding grain mixes. In bunk situations,
ensure all calves receive adequate bunk feeding space. Calves
should then be used to dry feeding upon weaning.
Calves will consume two and a half to three percent of their body
weight in dry feed each day. Begin creep feeding at least four
weeks prior to weaning to minimize stress and allow calves to be
adjusted to solid food.

WATERING
Access to plenty of good quality water is essential throughout
the weaning process. Calves need adequate amounts of clean
water to replace their mother’s milk. After removal from their
mothers, calves also need to replace the fluids they expire
through constant pacing and bawling. Have more than one water
bowl to allow calves easier access to water. Place waterers in
several places in the cattle yard. If the calves are unfamiliar
with drinking water from a trough, let the water overflow a bit
so that it makes a trickling sound, attracting the calves to the
water bowls.
Feel free to contact any Pro-Ag Feed Stores or any of our
nutritionists to help make good nutritional decisions for your
calves to get the most out of what you have worked for.

Tony Kokett
Feed Department Manager
Garfield Feed Mill
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What sets farms with great calf health apart from those
that struggle to get calves started? Sanitation. It is a bigger
investment of time than money and is certainly near the top of
the list of important criteria for getting calves off to a good start.
The fewer disease-causing organisms the calf is exposed to,
the lower the risk she will get sick.
Manure is the enemy; it scours organisms spread by manure of
an infected calf getting in the mouth of a healthy calf. The more
exposure, the more likely the calf will get sick. Exposure starts
in the calving area with manure from adult cows getting in the
calf’s mouth, or from it touching the walls, bedding, the cow’s
flank – and even from the calf licking itself.
Hands are another common source of infection. Make sure
employees caring for newborns have disposable gloves to put
on when handling the calf. The hands that helped move the cow
into the calving pen probably carry manure from the hair coat of
the cow.

“It is often something simple which
has been overlooked in the
cleaning process.”
Using those same hands to get the nipple in the calf’s mouth
is an easy way for bacteria to spread. Make sure gloves are
readily available in the maternity area and employees use them
when handling the newborn calf.
In addition to exposure in the calving environment, sometimes
there is a piece of equipment not getting cleaned thoroughly
and transferring bacteria to calves. It may be the colostrum
collection bucket, the bottle or nipple colostrum is fed with, the
walls of the newborn calf pen, the warming box floor, etc.
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The feeding equipment used every day also needs to be
cleaned and sanitized between uses. When we see calf after
calf coming down with scours at about the same age, we
search for something every calf comes in contact with to find
the source.
It is often something simple which has been overlooked in the
cleaning process. If you’re struggling with sick calves, reduce
exposure by fine-tuning your cleaning procedures.
While cleaning calf equipment sounds like an easy task, milk
is a difficult substance to clean off of surfaces. You need hot
water to remove the fat, but the heat bakes the protein onto
the surface. Using warm water to get rid of the protein leaves
a film of fat.
When fats and proteins stick to the surface of equipment, they
form a biofilm, a nutrient-rich layer in which bacteria grow.
The biofilm protects bacteria from the cleaning process and
results in equipment that appears clean but has bacteria on
the surface. The cleaning process not only needs to remove fat
and protein from surfaces but prevent the formation of a biofilm.
Dr. Don Sockett at the Wisconsin Veterinary Diagnostic
Laboratory recommends producers follow a six-step procedure.
First, rinse with warm water. Soak in hot water (140ºF) that
contains a chlorinated alkaline detergent, then wash in hot
water (140ºF) with a chlorinated alkaline detergent. Be sure to
scrub with a brush inside and out.
You’ll need more than one brush. Invest in a brush for the inside
of bottles, one for nipples, one that fits the tube of the tube
feeder and one for buckets or flat surfaces. Next, rinse with cold
water containing 50 parts per million (ppm) of chlorine dioxide.
Finally, allow equipment to dry thoroughly. Use a rack or hang
equipment so water can drain out and air can flow in.

Before using calf equipment, spray it with a 50 ppm solution
of chlorine dioxide. Chlorine dioxide sprayed on feeding
equipment is safe for the calf and does not need to be rinsed
before using. The process to wash calf pens and maternity
areas is the same – rinse, wash and scrub, rinse and sanitize –
use a 100 ppm solution of chlorine dioxide to sanitize.
Chlorine dioxide is different than household bleach and is the
preferred sanitizer for calf equipment. Many farms now use
chlorine dioxide for calf-feeding equipment and to disinfect calf
pens or hutches after washing. Your calf specialist or animal
health supply company will be able to direct you to a supplier.
Raising healthy calves starts by using good sanitation practices
to reduce exposure to pathogens in the environment. Cleaning
may not be a favorite job on the farm, but to quote Sockett, “You
cannot disinfect filth.” In order for the disinfectant to do its job,
the surface must be clean.
The investment in time and effort pays off in healthy calves. Get
yourself or your team set up with the equipment needed to make
the job efficient and make proper cleaning and disinfecting part
of the daily routine. •

Thank you for your business.

Tom Giese
Livestock Nutritionist
Garfield Feed Mill

OUR LOCATIONS
Alexandria Country Store
806 22nd Avenue E
Alexandria, MN 56308
Phone: 320.763.5445
Brandon Elevator
104 East Front Street
P.O. Box 38
Brandon, MN 56315
Phone: 320.524.2282
Brandon Fertilizer Plant
4911 County Road 7 NW
Brandon, MN 56315
Phone: 320.524.2286
Clarissa Feed & Fertilizer
209 North Bridge Street
Clarissa, MN 56440
Phone: 800.432.6340
Fax: 218.756.2451
Browerville
501 Railroad Avenue
Browerville, MN 56438
Phone: 320.594.2415

Eagle Bend Farm Store
& Elevator
325 North Street E
Eagle Bend, MN 56446
Phone: 800.289.7081
Fax: 218.738.2553
Garfield Feed Plant
204 Sanstead Street W
P.O. Box 49
Garfield, MN 56332
Phone: 877.479.6531
Henning Ag & LP Plant
313 Inman Street
Henning, MN 56551
Phone: 888.749.0192
Parkers Fertilizer/Elevator
210 South Railroad Avenue
Parkers Prairie, MN 56361
Phone: 218.338.6051
Parkers Prairie Main Office
601 East Soo Street, Suite A
Parkers Prairie, MN 56361
Phone: 866.775.3835
Urbank Feed/Hardware/Grocery
13 Central Avenue S
Parkers Prairie, MN 56361
Phone: 218.267.2401

Parkers Prairie Main Office
601 East Soo Street, Suite A
Parkers Prairie, MN 56361

