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Sharing Success
with OUR Patron’s

Your Cooperative fiscal year results are 
finished. The CPA firm Gardiner Thomson 
of Des Moines, Iowa presented year-end 
August 31, 2017, results to your board 

members during the October meeting.  Total Sales 
along with other revenue was $823,566,000.  After 
deducting expenses local savings for the fiscal year 
was $9,788,000.  Adding regional dividend income 
and recording income taxes for the year Farmers 
Cooperative had net savings of $14,345,000.

After the Annual Meetings in January, $2,447,000 
will be paid in cash based on the patronage allocation 
approved.  Patrons that were born in 1952, turned 65 
years of age during 2017, will get equity distributions 
amounting to $1,068,000.  A portion of fiscal year 
August 2009 deferred equity was distributed during 
December 2017 as well.  We want to continue to thank 
you for your patronage of your cooperative.

With challenging times in Agriculture, our goal is to 
continue to make a difference in offering competitive 
pricing and services.  As always, our commitment 
to rural communities hasn’t changed.  We continue 
to build new assets where needed and try to be 
visionary about the future of Farmers Cooperative.  
Commitments need to be long-term and a benefit to 
our patron’s operations and make their farming needs 
easier.  As we move forward in future years to come, 
we will continue to look for opportunities and remain 
committed to the Cooperative model.

I thank all of you for your business and want to wish 
everyone a safe, happy and blessed holiday season.

Ron Velder
General Manager

Farmers Cooperative  |  www.farmersco-operative.com

Farmers Cooperative participated with Syngenta 
this year in the FFA Blue Jacket Program Challenge 
through the National FFA Foundation. We awarded 
an official FFA jacket to the Raymond Central High 
School FFA chapter and presented them with a check 
for $750.

Farmers Cooperative presented the Frankfort, 
Kansas Fire Department a check for the amount of 
$2,000 towards their purchase of a new rescue truck.

Farmers Cooperative made a donation of $2,000 to 
the Hallam Fire Department for new equipment.

Farmers Cooperative taught grain safety to children 
who attended Farm Safety Camps this year.

LEADING THE COOPERATIVE FORWARD2
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HARVEST REVIEW & STORAGE
Harvest is over and we 

are about 1/3 of the way into 
getting our corn piles picked up.  
Hopefully the weather will hold 
out for us to finish up as quickly 
as possible.   For the producer and 
Farmers Cooperative alike, this 
harvest has been a challenging one 
to say the least.   Low volatility 
in the markets never really gave 
the producer an opportunity to 
sell at great corn values.  With the 

drought conditions in our southern territory coupled with 
wind & ear drop damage, this harvest lost a tremendous 
amount of yield potential.  

 Locally, the ethanol processors are making good 
margins, coupled with the lack of farmer selling it has 
translated into seasonal, post-harvest, basis appreciation.  
On the national level, domestic rail demand remains 
constant, almost at a stagnant level, and we are not spurring 
on more demand.  The large US crop has translated into 
large carries in the grain markets daily, most noticeable 
the wheat market.    

 The railroads have performed remarkably well 
throughout harvest.  This is mainly because of an excess 
amount of equipment allocated to the grain divisions at 

harvest time and lack of large export programs or demand 
at the Gulf or PNW.

The US is still losing some soybean export business 
to South America, which is not the norm for this time 
of year.  With the increase of bean acres and the lose of 
exports to China from South America, we have witnessed 
some of the cheapest historical bean basis values.  This 
is a reflection of China’s global markets and how South 
America’s large production can affect our local basis and 
demand.  We are hoping to regain some of this market 
back in 2018.  Historically, starting in March we are not 
exporters to China of any significance as South American 
harvest begins.

In addition, one of the cheapest ways to generate cash 
and remain in the market is to sell your bushels and re-
own calls.  They are historically cheap, which keeps you 
in the market and stop delayed pricing charges.

Farmers Cooperative’s investment in storage over the 
years has helped our bottom line.  We plan on building 
additional grain storage in four locations in 2018 to 
further our commitment to speed and space.  While doing 
so, we need to also be mindful of our current assets and 
build in locations to maximize efficiencies.  Although this 
reality isn’t popular, it’s definitely necessary to survive, to 
be profitable and serve you better in the future.

Dale L. Hayek
Grain Manager
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We have completed the 2017 season and hopefully your 
financing needs for the 2018 year have been arranged.  I 
would like to remind you of your cooperative’s credit 
terms and policies.  All monthly statements are due and 
payable in full by the last day of the month following the 
purchase.  Any balance not paid at the end of the month 
will be considered past due and be assessed a finance 
charge at an annual rate of 16%.  Any account 30 days 
past the due date could be subject to being placed on a 
COD basis.

If you will need extended terms from the Coop, 
please contact me to apply for additional financing.  We 

do have long 
term financing 
available through 
the Cooperative Finance 
Association for your crop inputs at a 
very favorable interest rate.  If you have CFA financing, 
you will also receive any cash discounts available.  This 
must be done as soon as possible and before the season 
begins.  You must also have your 2017 crop inputs paid 
before any new inputs will be delivered.

The key to working with you is communication.  You 
can contact me at the Dorchester office at 800-642-6439.  

The KEY is COMMUNICATION
Rob Blahauvietz, Credit Department Manager



Slow Cooker Chili Cheese Dip

WEBSITE RE-DESIGN 
in a Technology Driven World

You’re in the middle of harvest, 
there’s a little break in the action so 
you decide to pull out your smart 
phone.  There’s a chance of rain 
today in the forecast so you want to 
pull up the radar and see if anything 
is coming your way.  While you 
look at the radar you also want to 
see the local cash bids, or even 
read the most recent newsletter so 
you are up to date on what’s new 
with your coop.   You go to www.

farmersco-operative.com but the content on the screen is 
so tiny you can’t even see it.  Then, while trying to zoom in 
with two fingers, you accidentally click on something and 
it takes you to a different page.  Frustrated, you decide to 
exit out without looking at what you wanted. 

This is an occurrence we have heard too many times.  
In order to help make our website more user friendly, 
Farmers Cooperative has decided to re-design our website 
and make it responsive.  A responsive website makes it 
easier to read and navigate through a site by minimizing the 

RESPONSIVE WEBSITE

RESPONSIVE WEBSITE
RESPONSIVE WEBSITE

RESPONSIVE WEBSITE

Taylor Collins
Human Resources

resizing, panning and scrolling across all devices (such 
as your smart phone, tablets, and laptops). This means 
the content will fit your screen so you won’t have to use 
your fingers to zoom in. The goal with a responsive site 
is to make our information easier to read and navigate 
through for you!

Farmers Cooperative’s website will take on a different 
look with the target date of January 1, 2018 in mind.  We 
hope to make the website cleaner with a more modern 
look so finding the information you need will be easier.  
Don’t worry, the radar and the markets will always be 
on the home page, but we will condense it a bit so it 
will fit to your smart phone and tablet.  You will still 
be able to find all departmental information on the site 
as well as monthly promotions and news happening 
with the company.  With this re-design, we maintain our 
current information and give ourselves a new look to fit 
the functionality for all the modern devices! 

This easy recipe will be sure to score a win on game day and be a hit over the holidays.

Instructions
Set slow cooker on high heat and add tomatoes and tomato sauce. Top with black beans, kidney beans, green chiles 
and corn. Next, add the seasonings: cumin, chili powder and taco seasoning. Stir everything in the slow cooker until 
combined. Add beef (do not mix in), Velveeta and then the milk. Place the lid on the slow cooker and cook on high 2 
hours. Remove lid and stir to combine. Add in shredded cheddar cheese and cilantro, stir to combine. Replace lid back 
on and cook for another hour. Remove lid, stir and serve. 
Keep slow cooker on warm, while you are serving. If it sits for too long, you may need to add 1/4 cup milk so that it doesn’t thicken too much. 
Great as a dip with taco chips, tortillas, crackers or even make as a topping to a burrito or taco salad!

INGREDIENTS
1 1/2 lbs. Cooked Hamburger
1 Can Dark Red Kidney Beans (Drained & Rinsed)
1 Can Black Beans (Drained & Rinsed)
1/2 Large White Onion Diced
10 Ounce Bag Frozen Corn
1 - 4 Ounce Can Chopped Green Chiles (Optional)
2 - 10 Ounce Cans Diced Fire Roasted Tomatoes

1 - 8 Ounce Can Tomato Sauce
1 Tablespoon Taco Seasoning
1 Tablespoon Cumin
1 Tablespoon Chili Powder
16 Ounces Velveeta Cut into Cubes
1 Cup Milk
2 Cups Shredded Cheddar Cheese
1/2 Cup Chopped Cilantro (Optional)

Your
RECIPE 4
SUCCESS

Farmers Cooperative  |  www.farmersco-operative.com

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK, @FarmersCooperative4
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INDUSTRY
WINTER

TERMINOLOGY
Cloud Point - The fuel will look 
cloudy and wax crystals will begin to 
appear 

CFPP - (Cold Filter Plugging Point) 
is a cold flow test that chills fuel 
to the point it will plug a 45 micron 
filter. New equipment filters today are 
two and five micron. Most cold flow 
additives are CFPP technology, which 
make the CFPP test somewhat less 
reliable 

Operability - The lowest temperature 
at which equipment will operate 
without loss of power due to wax 
formation in the fuel delivery system 

WASA - (Wax Anti Settling Additive) 
Keeps wax particles dispersed evenly 
for long periods of time; 

• Long weekend shut downs 
• Extended outside storage 
• Avoids overwhelming the fuel 

filters 
• Operability increases by dispersing 

smaller crystals

With proper tank maintenance and fuel handling, 
you can avoid most common cold-weather problems. 
During the winter months, ice formation in fuels 
containing water will create severe fuel line and filter 
plugging problems.  It’s important to regularly remove 
water from storage tanks, vehicle fuel tanks, filter bowls 
and to replace fuel filters at least once a year, according 
to the manufacturers’ recommendations.  A waterlogged 
filter will swell and freeze restricting fuel flow. 

Harsh winter weather is coming and it’s time to get 
your diesel-powered equipment ready for the elements. 
Premium Diesel Fuels are exactly what you need. 

Farmers Cooperative offers Roadmaster XL®, Ruby Fieldmaster® seasonally 
enhanced with CFI (Cold Flow lmprovers) and #1 Diesel Blends. All three are 
formulated for moderate climates and provide outstanding protection during 
extremely cold conditions. 

Using cold flow improvers correctly can extend the operability of fuels 
without the use of #1 fuel. CFI serves two functions; first, it changes the wax 
structure of diesel fuel so the fuel can pass through filters more readily and 
second it allows wax crystals to be dispersed longer when fuels are stored below 
the “cloud point” (temperature at which paraffin in fuel begins to form cloudy 
wax crystals and reduce flow). It is important to remember cold flow additives 
do not reduce the cloud point.  The only way to reduce cloud point in diesel fuel 
is to use # 1 fuel, as it typically has a very low cloud point. 

It is imperative to blend fuel and fuel additives when fuel is at least 10 degrees 
about from its cloud point.  #2 Fuel made in our area typically has a cloud point 
of around 14ºF.  Blending Cold Flow additives with diesel that is already at or 
below its cloud point will have no effect on the fuel.

Cenex Premium Diesel Fuels are enhanced with special additives 
designed for new diesel engines. These advanced additives help prevent 
common problems associated with using standard diesel, including 
injector failure, clogged filters, reduced efficiency, power loss, poor 
starting, costly repairs and engine failures. These additives are smart 
injected at the terminal when the fuel is being loaded. You can be 
confident that each gallon you purchase has the additives to meet your 
diesel engine needs. 

Farmers Cooperative is offering Diesel Fuel Contracts for the 2018 
season, March 1st thru November 30th.  Contact me, Chuck Swerczek, 
at 402-580-7562 or your local Branch Manager for more details.  We 
appreciate your support this past year and look forward to serving you 
in the future.

Wishing all our patrons, family members and employees a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year!

For Every 10% 
of # 1 Fuel Used, 
the Cloud Point 
Will Drop by 3°. 

For example, 50% #1 into the 50% Ruby 
Fieldmaster + CFI will reduce the cloud point 
of the blended fuel by 15 degrees or lower.

Chuck Swerczek
Petroleum Sales & Mktg.

A General Rule 
of Thumb is that 

MAINTAIN FUEL TANKS FOR 

COLD WEATHER 
P E R F O R M A N C E

LOOK TO THE SUNRISE FOR ENERGY! 5



FS Power Fluid Re-branded 
with New Packaging as United 
Transdraulic Universal Power 
Fluid

For years, Farmers Cooperative 
patrons have enjoyed the superior 
performance and value that come 
with using the best universal 
tractor fluid we’ve ever tested.  
Customers who use FS Power 
Fluid in 
their own 

equipment know what I mean.  Here 
at Farmers Cooperative, we can 
vouch for Power Fluid’s excellence 
in tractor transmissions, differentials, 
wet brakes, power steering, hydraulic 
systems and hydrostats.  We use it 
in all sorts and brands of machines 
within the company fleet, and we’ve 
proven that whatever color your 
machine may be, Power Fluid can do 
the job.  In many cases, we’ve received better results with 
Power Fluid than with the OEM-branded fluids.  So have 
our patrons.  The stuff is just good juice.

But one thing that always bothered me about FS Power 
Fluid was the name and appearance of the packaging.  
The name was very similar to other products we carry, 
the description did not clearly explain what the oil was 
designed to do and the product came in a plain white box 
with an orange colored label.

However, with circumstances that have to do with 
branding and regional issues, my wishes are fulfilled with 
the introduction of United Transdraulic.  Transdraulic 
is exactly the same fluid as Power Fluid, but with a 

more sensible product name, improved packaging 
and it still has an orange label on a 

white box!  The 
official product 
name is United 
Transdraulic Universal Power Fluid and the 
new packaging makes the product distinctive and stands 
out.  Best of all, the fluid is IDENTICAL to FS Power 
Fluid.  So in truth, this change is all for the better; Same 
oil, same formula, same manufacturer, same high quality 
and performance in all the same equipment applications, 
but a more distinct name and improved packaging.  
United Transdraulic is good juice and will be available 

soon everywhere you are used to 
getting FS Power Fluid.  Just expect 
better branding!

Cenex Blue Gard Grease 
Gets an Overhaul  

This is great news for Farmers 
Cooperative patrons who love using 
Cenex Blue Gard 500+ grease!  As 
equipment technology has advanced 
over the past several years, grease 

performance demands have increased.  Today’s equipment 
requires grease that can handle severe conditions and 
withstand heavy shock loading.  Blue Gard is a high 
temperature, extreme pressure multi-purpose grease; 
and that means, it works in high-speed bearings and 
chassis applications. It can also handle high-shock and 
heavy-load applications.  Over the past few years, users 
have asked Cenex to beef up Blue Gard a bit.  Cenex 
has responded by moving production to a state-of-the-
art grease blending plant and they have improved the 
quality of ingredients.  So, while the formula is the same, 
the inputs and manufacturing standards are of higher 
quality.  This means that we’re getting a better Blue Gard 
than ever before; with higher quality ISO 220 base 
oil and improved lithium complex thickener.  

Chris Foree
The Oil Guy

“SAME OIL, 
SAME FORMULA,

SAME MANUFACTURER, 
SAME HIGH QUALITY 

AND PERFORMANCE...”

NEW NAME & LOOK FOR

POWER FLUID
CENEX GREASES OVERHAULED & LUBRICANT PRICES CLIMBING

Farmers Cooperative  |  www.farmersco-operative.com

THE OIL GUY6
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Blue Gard 500+ #2 grease can be expected to stay in 
place better, handle water washout better and protect 
components better due to the improved base oil quality.  
Look for new packaging for Blue Gard 500+ too!

Cenex Introduces Sticky, Red Lithium 
Complex Grease Called Red Protect XT 

This is an answer to many requests over 
the years (yep, I’ve been among those 
begging Cenex to provide sticky red grease 
for a long time).  Farmers Cooperative is 
already stocking Red Protect XT in our 
locations in tubes and we have pails and 
kegs in our warehouses.  If you are looking 
for sticky, red, high temperature, extreme 
pressure, multi-purpose grease; Cenex Red 
Protect XT is just the ticket. 

Prices on the Rise 
Throughout the Lubricants Industry

Virtually every major lubricants blender has 
announced price increases from 4% to 9% to take 
effect between now and January 15th.  Citing base 
oil price increases (partly due to Hurricane Harvey), 
higher trucking costs (driver shortages) and rail freight 
increases (CSX restructuring), plus packaging increases 
(steel, resin, paperboard for corrugated boxes), everyone 
in the oil business are bracing for price hikes.  

As always, we will be working to support our owners 
by offering only the best quality products available to 
ensure long equipment life on your farm and by seeking 
partnerships with current and potential suppliers to 
control costs and offer you competitive prices along with 
the prompt service Farmers Cooperative patrons trust.  

We thank you for your business and 
wish you a blessed and peaceful Merry Christmas!

Farmers Cooperative  |  402-946-2211 • 800-642-6439

Growers are faced with more 
choices than ever when selecting 
varieties of soybeans.  Advanced 
genetics contain more options for 
managing weeds and NK varieties 
offered from Farmers Cooperative 
contain Roundup Ready 2 Yield®, 
Roundup Ready 2 Xtend® and 
LibertyLink® traits.

To help determine which traits 
are the strongest fit for your fields, 
consider the weed pressure and 

your plan for managing weeds in a system that works 
on your farm.  If your weed pressure is manageable with 
pre- and post-emergence residual herbicides, the Roundup 
Ready 2 Yield system may be the best option because it 
provides a foundation for success to control challenging 
weeds.  Along with consistent weed management, Roundup 
Ready 2 Yield varieties offer proven genetics and strong 
agronomic characteristics.

In problem fields with glyphosate-resistant weeds 
where pre- and post-emergence residual herbicides are 
lacking effectiveness, the Roundup Ready 2 Xtend and 
LibertyLink varieties offer different modes to effective 
weed management.  With Roundup Ready 2 Xtend 
soybeans, you can incorporate dicamba into your weed 
control program.  Roundup Ready 2 Xtend soybeans are 
stacked with a trait that provides tolerance to dicamba.

The LibertyLink system is a market alternative to 
glyphosate-tolerant systems which combines the Liberty 
herbicide and the LibertyLink soybean trait.  Liberty 
herbicide controls over 120 broadleaf weeds and grasses, 
including ALS- and glyphosate-resistant weeds.  So far, 
there hasn’t been any documented weed resistance to 
Liberty.

Additional herbicide tolerance modes of action offer 
improved control over resistant and other tough-to-control 
weeds.  Hopefully you have a fall burndown application 
working for you to help in this fight against tough weeds.  
Contact your local Farmers Cooperative Agronomist for 
assistance in developing a plan on trait choices and weed 
control plans. 

YORK AG EXPO
Jan 10-11, 2018

Holthus Center - York, NE

SOUTHEAST 
NEBRASKA SHOW

Feb 21, 2018
Saline Center - Wilber, NE

Join us
AT THE SHOW

Scott Heinrich
Agronomy Sales Mngr.

CHOOSING A SYSTEM TO 

APPROACH RESISTANT 
WEEDS IN SOYBEANS
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The premium of deferred corn 
and bean futures contracts, or 
market carry, is higher this year 
compared to recent years.  Futures 
prices offered for 2018 delivery 
are not guaranteed to be at today’s 
level as the crop year proceeds, 
however, market erosion is 
possible if no major supply or 
demand surprises are seen.  A 
variety of risk management tools 
can be utilized to “lock in” the 

current market carry while also providing the flexibility 
to participate if a price rally develops.   

Futures market premiums currently offered for 
deferred 2018 corn contracts may erode with time. 
The premium of deferred corn futures contracts, or 
market carry, is higher this year compared to 
recent years. What’s extremely important 
to note, however, is that the futures 
prices offered for 2018 delivery 
are not guaranteed to be 
at today’s level later 
in the crop year.  
The best way to 
illustrate this is 
with an example.  
On Nov. 1, 2001, 

The Importance of 
MANAGING FUTURES MARKET CARRY

the December 2001 corn contract closed at $2.04 (point 
“A” on the chart to the left).  By Feb. 1, the March 2002 
contract was also at $2.04 (point “C”), although that was 
$0.13 lower compared to where it was on Nov. 1.

Note how May and July contracts also generally eroded 
during the crop year (points “C”, “D”, “E” and “F”); e.g. 
on May 1 (point “E”), July futures were at $2.03-$0.28 
below where the contract was on Nov. 1.  Even though 
the market eventually rallied, July futures by expiration 
were still $0.17 below the Nov. 1 price.  In the absence of 
a major surprise in supply or demand, this gradual erosion 
in price has often happened in a crop year characterized 
by large “market carry”.

It’s impossible to predict if this pattern will repeat 
in marketing season of 2017/18.  A variety of risk 
management tools can be utilized to “lock in” the current 
market carry, however, while also providing the flexibility 

to participate if a price rally develops.  It is prudent 
with harvest complete or nearing completion 

to consult with your Farmers 
Cooperative Marketing 

advisor to identify 
which strategy is 

the best fit for your 
operation. 

Doug Lewis
Grain Originator
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DEFERRED EQUITY

REDEMPTION
Farmers Cooperative must be 

competitive like any business.  
Cooperative businesses provide 
benefits to members through 
marketing transactions, including 
input buying and output selling 
and through a distribution of 
patronage earnings from these 
transactions.  The cooperative 
business model is unique but is 
still a business that is subject to 
the principles of business finance, 

business management and economics.  
Annually, Farmers Cooperative management and the 

Board of Directors review net margins and strategically 
calculate what portion should be returned to customers, 
what portion will be utilized for investment and the amount 
needed to meet financial requirements from lenders.  This 
includes the deferred equity distributed to patrons based 
on annual utilization of Farmers Cooperative over the 
years.

The primary objective of equity management is to 
ensure Farmers Cooperative has adequate equity capital 
invested to serve the members in an efficient and effective 
manner.  Your Board of Directors has the ultimate 
responsibility for managing the equity with guidance from 
management.  Equity equals financial strength for Farmers 
Cooperative and its patrons.  Farmers Cooperative is 
proud of the financial strengths that have allowed equity 

EQUITY PAY BACK TO OUR PATRONS
FARMERS COOPERATIVE REVOLVES EQUITY TO PATRONS IN THREE DIFFERENT METHODS

All equity decisions are based on fiscal year ends 
and reviewed annually by your elected Board of Directors. 

Brian Bohling
Controller

The first method is to 
redeem estates.  When 
a member passes away 
and Farmers Cooperative 
is notified, the Board of 
Director’s elects to redeem 
100% of the equity balance 
to the estate.  Estate 
requests are reviewed and 
paid monthly.

The last method starts with fiscal 
years 2003 to our current fiscal 
year.  This method is called the 
revolving fund method where 
equity is redeemed based on the 
age of stock or year stock was 
earned.  Each patron is paid out 
regardless of age.  The Board of 
Directors decide when these will 
be paid out.  

The second method is the age of patron.  Farmers 
Cooperative redeems equity when a member reaches the 
age of 65.  Current year payout is for anyone who turned 
65 during 2017 or was born in 1952.  Notifications are 
mailed to patrons in early December for the birth years 
we have on record.  The application must be signed and 
mailed back with checks distributed in January 2018.  
Equity earned prior to and including the fiscal year ending 
August 31, 2002, along with equity from acquisitions, 
falls into this redemption plan.

to be returned to our customers again this year.  This is 
one of the benefits of belonging to a financially stable 
cooperative, as some of the surrounding cooperatives are 
unable to do so.  

Starting with fiscal the year 2003 the Board of Directors 
have adopted the policy to revolve equity by fiscal year 
earned.  This policy of redeeming equity credits by fiscal 
year earned will allow the Board to distribute periodically 
in the order in which they were provided.  It also allows 
the patron to receive some of their deferred equities 
regardless of their age, and usually, while they are still 
an active member.  Under this current policy Members’ 
Equity Credits received from fiscal years, 2003 thru 2008, 
are paid in full.  The distribution in December 2017 was 
40% of the fiscal year ending August 2009.

Equity is one side of the ownership coin and member 
benefits are the other.  Patrons provide tangible support with 
their equity investment and in return Farmers Cooperative 
provides benefits.  The most important benefit for patrons 
is the existence of Farmers Cooperative itself.  People 
invest in a co-op because they want to use its services.  
In addition, members receive the benefit of being a part 
of the community, supporting the mission of Farmers 
Cooperative as well as the communities it serves.  The 
alignment of financial business strategies on cooperative 
principles and business models, including equity 
management, are critical issues for the 
success of Farmers Cooperative.  
Management and your elected 
Board of Directors will 
continue to Invest 
in Our Owners’ 
Success.

METHOD 1 METHOD 2 METHOD 3

Farmers Cooperative  |  402-946-2211 • 800-642-6439

COOPERATIVE EQUITY ECONOMICS 9



Farmers Cooperative  |  www.farmersco-operative.com

We are nearly complete with 
a generally better than expected 
fall harvest.  Farmers have been 
dealing with large amounts of 
corn on the ground in their stalk 
fields and having to alter their 
cattle turn out protocols.  By now, 
hopefully, the cattle herds have 
adjusted to the excessive corn 
availability and are on more of a 
plain level of accessible nutrition.  
Body condition scores seem to be 

decent.  With some help from Mother Nature along with a 
little supplemental nutrition, we should be able to winter 
these cows effectively. 

Farmers Cooperative offers many different protein 
and energy sources to meet the nutritional needs of your 
livestock.  Our delivery systems range from blocks and 
cubes to tubs and liquids, depending on what fits your 
operational needs best.  Some competitive lines that 
are offered are Crystalyx, MLS, ADM, Moormans and 
Rangeland tubs, Mix 30, ADM and QLF liquids, ADM 
and Purina range cubes, fall creep feeds, as well as the 
Purina Intake Modifier Tech products Accuration Range 
Supplement 33 and Finisher 44. 

Farmers Cooperative is continually researching 
products and their availability to improve your efficiencies 
and add to your bottom line.  This year we are looking 
at a fairly comfortable forage outlook but we still need 
to improve the palatability and nutritional content of 
some of our lesser quality forages.  The Cooperative sees 
continued interest in liquid supplements and their use to 
enhance lower quality forage and bales.  If you would like 
additional information on options to effectively increase 
the palatability and nutritional content of these forages, 
please contact your local cooperative beef specialist.

With reduced feed costs as-well-as adequate consumer 
demand for our livestock producer’s products, this allows 
us to remain optimistic and look forward to an opportunity 
for those of you in the livestock industry to garner some 
adequate and much-deserved profits.

As you worked your way through a busy harvest and 
hopefully a substantial amount of fall field work, we 
would like to ask that you remember our feed delivery 
employees by keeping truck access open to your bins 
during the upcoming winter months. We also appreciate 
your advanced planning and ordering.  By doing that, 
you were able to afford our feed mills last year during the 
holiday season. Please attempt to place orders as far in 
advance as possible so employees can enjoy the holidays 
with their families.

Watch for your local Farmers Cooperative Producer 
Meetings and take full advantage of the additional savings 
on your mineral needs.  These exceptional discounts are 
only offered at the Producer Meetings, so be sure to attend.     

We would like to thank you for the opportunity to 
work with each of your operations.  We sincerely hope 
you had a safe and productive fall season and can look 
forward to relaxing and enjoying the upcoming holidays 
with your families.  Thanks to all in advance for your help 
in scheduling holiday feed needs.  We wish you a Merry 
Christmas & a Happy New Year!

PROTEIN & ENERGY SOURCES
t o  M e e t  Yo u r  L i v e s t o c k ’ s  N e e d s

Kevin Wittler
Feed Dept. Manager

WE BRING NUTRITION TO LIFE10



VARIABLE RATE APPLICATIONS
The VALUE of

Farmers Cooperative  |  402-946-2211 • 800-642-6439

Farmers Cooperative has over 
60 locations spread throughout 
southeast Nebraska and 
northeast Kansas as well as local 
agronomist with local agronomic 
expertise.  Having this knowledge 
is vital to your farming operation 
because agronomy can be 
extremely complex.  Farmers and 
agronomists know that agronomic 
practices that work in one state 
may not work in another, what 

works on one field may not work on the adjoining field and 
what works on one acre may not work on the neighboring 
acre.

The key to increasing yields is accounting for the acre 
by acre variability.  In order for us to account for field 
inconsistencies, we must measure the variability through 

Wesley Hedges
Precision Ag Manager

Figure 1. Example of a field’s yield 
potential and the potential increase in 
revenue by accounting for the yield 
variability.

Variable Rate Scenario

Average (bu/
ac) Corn Yield 

Potential by Zone

Total Acres of Each 
Zone

Yield by Variable 
Rating based 
on Corn Yield 

Potential Zones

Average Revenue/
Ac based on $3.00 

Corn Price

Total Revenue/
Zone based on 

$3.00 Corn Price

200 25 200 $600 $15,000
150 60 150 $450 $27,000
100 25 100 $300 $7,500

(All) 150 110 150 $450 $49,500

Whole Field Revenue by Comparing these Scenarios
Total Revenue Increase Per Acre Revenue Increase

$3,750 $34

Flat Rate Scenario
Average (bu/

ac) Corn Yield 
Potential by Zone

Total Acres of Each 
Zone

Yield by Flat Rating 
based on Average 

Yield of Field

Average Revenue/
Ac based on $3.00 

Corn Price

Total Revenue/
Zone based on 

$3.00 Corn Price
200 25 150 $450 $11,250
150 60 150 $450 $27,000
100 25 100 $300 $7,500

(All) 150 110 139 $416 $45,750
(Note: the amount of product used for each scenario is the same because of the size of the zones)

yield data, imagery and et cetera.  The most common 
measuring method, being yield mapping, has been around 
for almost 30 years.  Once we have started to measure the 
variability of a field, we can  begin to maximize output 
based on productivity zones.  This allows us to reduce 
inputs on lower producing areas and shift those resources 
to higher producing areas of the field. Ultimately the 
quality of product used is the same or a little less, but 
the most substantial increase in revenue comes from 
increasing the rates in the higher yielding areas of the 
field (Figure 1). 

No one knows your farm better than you.   We are 
here for you to help recognize your fields specific needs 
and to support you in maximizing your fields potential.  
We combine your knowledge, our agronomic expertise 
and measurable variables to provide you with a superior 
service. 

Building A History Of Information On Your Farm To Help Drive Decisions!

MAXIMIZE YIELD AND EFFICIENCY 11



EVERY BRAND | EVERY SIZE | EVERY TIRE12
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Winter is almost here and that north wind will soon 
be blowing in snow and cold weather.  Not only is it 
important to get your home furnace checked, but so 
is making sure your vehicle is safe from the elements 
and roadworthy this winter season.  Your vehicles 
need checkups just like you do.  

Some questions you might ask yourself to make 
sure your vehicle is ready for the winter are…

• How old is my battery? 
• How old is the fuel filter? 
• When was the last time I tested my antifreeze? 
• When was the last time I checked my brakes?  
• Will my tires get me down an icy, snow-packed 

road?  
At one of our 17 Tire & Service Center locations, 

we can help get your vehicles ready before the winter 
season so give us a call today to schedule your next 
appointment!

This summer, Farmers Cooperative Tire Technicians 
Pat Coonce, Eric Oblinger, Lonnie Radford, Dustin 
Mcquigg, Cody Sluka, Tanner Strathkamp, Trey 
Brandenburg and Chris Jones attended the Tire 
Industry Association’s (TIA) Industry Commercial 
Tire Training seminar in Kansas City, where they all 
received their TIA certification and a uniform patch to 
signify their accomplishments.  This is the first time 
that the Farmers Cooperative Tire Centers have had 
technicians that are TIA commercial tire certified.  
Congratulations to all of them on their outstanding 
dedication to their work and their commitment 
to making sure your experience at the Farmers 
Cooperative Tire Centers is a quality one.

Farmers Cooperative now has 
TIA CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS

CHECK UP
Your Winter

The buzz word for the year is 
SAFETY and safety is our main 
focus for our employees, patrons 
and customers.  As you know, 
the Farmers Cooperative Tire & 
Service Centers have always had 
a very open policy about who is 
allowed in the Tire & Service 
Center shops.  This of course is 
where all of the “action” happens, 
however, we have a responsibility 
to our employees and patrons to 

make sure our shops are safe and to avoid hazards and 
injuries for everyone while on Farmers Cooperative 
property.  With that, effective immediately, all customers 
and patrons are to enter through the office and remain in 
the designated waiting area for your vehicle and/or tire 
services to be completed.

The safety of our customers is something we do not 
take lightly.  Many service centers in the surrounding 
communities are implementing similar policies 
and designating customer service waiting areas.  
Management is responsible for following restrictions 
and guidelines set forth by our insurance companies, the 
federal government and OHSA.  Please help us with the 
implementation of these guidelines as they are enforced 
for your safety.

We will continue to assist you with your vehicle 
and tire needs and help you with scheduling your next 
appointment.
Thank you for your support and see you next time. 

Brent Colgrove
TBA Manager

THINK
SAFETY

Remember that our tire prices always include Free Mounting, 
Balancing, Rotation, New Valve Stems, Installation and Road 
Hazard for the life of the tire.  You don’t want to miss out 
on these amazing deals so give your local Tire Center a call 
today! 

Farmers Cooperative  |  www.farmersco-operative.com
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David Ferrell, Comedian

Saline County Fairgrounds 
4-H Building

(13th & Tuxedo Road, Crete, Nebraska)

Doors Open at 5:15 pm
Event Starts at 6:15 pm

Performances by:
UNL Bathtub Dogs

& David Ferrell, Comedian

RSVP’S Required (Space is Limited)
Seats are Available from

March 1, 2018 - April 10, 2018
call 800-642-6439 or email at

sharre@farmersco-operative.com

Farmers Cooperative  |  www.farmersco-operative.com



Farmers Cooperative  |  www.farmersco-operative.com Farmers Cooperative  |  402-946-2211 • 800-642-6439

Dennis Kenning
Marketing Manager

VALUE
BRINGING YOU

“Be sure and compare Apples to Apples”

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER, @My_Farmers_Coop14

Many of us know all too well 
the old saying “you get what you 
pay for.” This phrase is often 
used in response to a complaint 
about the quality of an inferior 
product or service.  On the other 
hand we often say, “it’s worth 
every penny” when you purchase 
a superior product.  It’s no secret 
that the Agriculture 
economy is in a 
slump.  Producers 

are often “pulling their horns in” by buying 
lower cost goods but is that the best value 
for their operation?  Most producers are 
in production agriculture for the long haul 
and Farmers Cooperative is working hard 
to bring our customers the best products 
at the best value.  When price shopping, 
producers need to be sure and compare 
“apples to apples.”

It is critical to compare when looking 
at feed and feed additives used in mixed 
rations.  Our Feed department sells minerals 
for cow/calf producers and one such product is Purina 
Wind & Rain. I like this product because it provides 
consistent intake, weather resistance and has balanced 
mineral nutrition that your cattle need.  There’s another 
product that is much cheaper being sold and claims to do 
the same as Purina Feeds.  After procuring a feed tag, I 
asked Linda McKay, Beatrice Feed consultant, to do a 
side by side comparison between the two products.  The 
most noticeable difference was the other product had a 
very low phosphorus volume which is an important part 
of a good mineral regiment.  The lack of such a major 
nutrient was just the tip of the iceberg.  When the cheaper 

product became wet, it separated out and the fines fell 
to the bottom of the feeder leaving coarse minerals on 
top.  Once the product dried out it became as hard as a 
rock.  Even out of the bag, the product had problems 
with palatability and animal intake was limited.  Most 
farmers realize the importance of minerals for their herd 
health and nutrition.  This cheaper product may save you 
some money on mineral but when your herd health is in 
jeopardy, it places your next calf crop at risk.

Producers need to compare when 
buying their Agronomy inputs.  During 
our Agronomy Appreciation meetings, our 
Syngenta representative discussed some 
of the differences in herbicide products 
used today.  As you know, crop protection 
products are different and you need to 
make sure you get the right one for your 
operation.  A few years ago, the popular 
chemical Dual II changed its formulation 
and the company reduced the amount of 
inert material or carrier in the product.  
This made the chemical more concentrated, 
thus, reducing the application rate needed.  
The new product was called Dual II 

Magnum.  Dual II Magnum is the Base Ingredient for 
most of Syngenta’s Pre-Mix product portfolio.  In some 
cases, producers were lead to believe that they could use 
the older generic version of the product at the same rate 
as the new formulation which contained more active 
ingredients.  With the generic version, they were actually 
using a lower dosage and not effectively controlling the 
weed pressure which lead to a yield reduction. 

Most people think that all premium diesel fuel is the 
same but that is wrong.  Many of the Premium Diesels 
do not compare to Premium Cenex Diesel Fuel and here 
is where you want to compare “apples to apples.”  Cenex 

Farmers 
Cooperative is 
working hard
 to bring our 

customers the 
best product 

at the best value.
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Premium Diesel uses seven different additives that are 
injected directly into the fuel while other Premium Diesel 
has little to no additives in their fuel or it may just be splash 
blended.  With today’s equipment demands diesel, with an 
advanced additive package, is necessary for the engines 
to run properly.  These engines operate under extreme 
pressure causing an increase in the fuel temperature which 
can cook “normal” diesel.  Recently, a local excavating 
company switched to Farmers Cooperative’s premium 
diesel fuel and they have experienced less downtime due 
to fewer injector and diesel pump problems.  They are 
also very pleased with the performance and efficiency 
of their engines since switching.  Our Premium Diesel 
is a great value that over time will save you money on 
expenses and repairs, especially if you’re in the business 
for the long haul.

With so many brands and companies in the tire 
industry, it is the utmost importance to compare when 
selecting your next set of tires.  For example, many 
light-duty pickup truck tires come from a factory with 
an inexpensive 4 pile tire but a higher quality tire such 
as a Cooper 10 pile tire significantly reduces the number 
of flats as it decreases tread wear and provides better 
traction for driving in mud and snow.  Lower quality 
tires will require more frequent tire purchases over time, 
increased wear, additional tire repairs and raises safety 
concerns with winter driving conditions approaching.  
Keep in mind these tire differences in quality can be even 
more substantial as we look at industrial, large truck and 
agricultural tires.  

Please remember these four things when making 
buying decisions… 

• First, be sure you are comparing “apples to apples.”  
Are the products made with the same quantity 
of ingredients, quality and standard of that at the 
Farmers Cooperative? 

• Second, remember that even though we do carry 
some lower cost products, they might not be the best 
fit for your operation.  We want our patrons to be 
satisfied with the performance of their product and 
we will discuss the best options for your needs.

• Third, we believe that our producers are in the 
business for the long haul.  No one wants to buy 
new rear tractor tires ever year, use products that 
don’t control weeds or creates more problems in the 
field.  Our patrons deserve products that will last and 
perform well now and in the future. 

• Finally, we owe it to our owners to bring you the best 
value we can find.  We are constantly searching for 
new and better products that perform for you at a fair 
price.

The Farmers Cooperative appreciates 
your business and we thank you 
for buying your “apples” from us. 

INVESTING IN OUR OWNERS’ SUCCESS 15
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We are Pulling For You!

WATCH FOR TICKETS TO THE EVENT!

TOP 5 REASONS TO ATTEND 
1. No Long Speeches

2. Special Offers, Only Found at this Event
3. Great Food

4. Fantastic Prizes & Gifts
5. Fun, Never Boring!!

You can help our propane drivers by making sure 
there is a clear path to your propane tank this winter.  
Keep a clear path both for the truck and also for the 
driver to walk to the tank with the hose.  Be sure all 
tree branches and bushes are trimmed in the path.  Also, 
please do not pile snow around the tank.

Be sure to watch your propane level this winter.  If 
you do run the tank empty, we are required by law to do 
a leak test which will cost you $75.00.

The house propane budget program is working 
great.  This is our eighteenth year for this program.  
The customers like the even monthly payments while 
keeping their tank on a keep full basis.  If you are not on 
this program but are interested, please be sure to contact 
me in April 2018 to get on the budget next season.

Please Help Our 
PROPANE DRIVERS

Rob Blahauvietz, Credit Department Manager



NEBRASKA & KANSAS
Fort Riley was established near the Kansas River in 1853 
to protect settlers and trade along the Oregon and Santa 
Fe Trails. In 1866, General George Armstrong Custer 
assembled the 7th Cavalry, who led the regiment in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn in June of 1876.

French astronomer Pierre Janssen discovered the 
element helium on the sun in 1868, it was believed to 
be rare. In 1905, faculty at The University of Kansas 
began experimenting with gas from a newly drilled well 
in Dexter, they identified that helium was a common 
element found on Earth.

Kansas is the leading producer of wheat in the United 
States. Referred to as “The Wheat Capital of the World,”.

Meade’s Ranch in Osborne County, Kansas, is the 
Geodetic Center of North America—the point of 
reference by which all property lines and boundaries in 
North America are surveyed, identified in 1901.

During the Civil War, Kansas suffered the highest rate 
of fatal casualties of any Union state.

In 1872, J. Sterling Morton proposed a holiday to 
promote the planting of trees in Nebraska. The first 
“Arbor Day”—in which an estimated 1 million trees 
were planted—was celebrated on April 10, 1872.

The world’s largest exhibited mammoth skeleton was 
found on a farm in Lincoln County in 1922. Originating 
from the Late Pleistocene Era, “Archie” is on display at 
the University of Nebraska State Museum.

Nebraska is the only state with a nonpartisan, unicameral 
legislature, since 1937. 

On June 22, 2003, a record-setting hailstone with a 
circumference of 18.75 inches fell in Aurora. 

Bailey Yard in North Platte is the world’s largest train 
yard, situated on 2,850 acres of land spanning eight 
miles. 

The Ogallala Aquifer, which lies beneath 174,000 square 
miles of eight states extending from South Dakota down 
to western Texas, provides almost all of the water for 
residential, industrial and agricultural use in the High 
Plains region.

Farmers Cooperative
PO Box 263

Dorchester, NE 68343


