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GRAINDIVISION NEWS

Ken Jameson, V.P. Grain Division

Thisisthefirst Western Farmer since our merger with the Farmers Elevator of
Dightonand all of usinthe Garden City Co-op Grain Division want to welcome our
new member/owners. We look forward with excitement to the opportunities this
merger offersall of us.

It appearsthat sunflower acreage could be higher thisyear so we want to remind
everyonethat wewill bereceiving ONLY Nu-Sun oil sunflowers. The ADM plant
at Goodland, our major market, hastold usthat they want to transition to Nu-Sun’s
only andwill discount any regular oil sunflowers$1.00 cwt. thisyear. Theplantoday
istoreceiveflowersat Friend, Amy and Dightonandwewill againrequireall flowers
to be sold by March 31, 2006.

The 2005 wheat crop in our tradeterritory still has great potential but needsrain
inahurry. Some of the wheat has started going backwards and we are hearing that
quite abit of the crop isbeginning to show heads. Imaginethat, we are praying for
rain and no morefreezing temperaturesin Southwest Kansas. Thewheat market has
momentarily stoppeditsfreefall that started in mid-March asacombination of fund
buying, concern over Oklahoma's crop due to dryness, and concern over spring
wheat planting delays due to too much moisture, have provided some near-term
support. Thetradeisstill calling the Kansas crop 425-450 million bushelssoif we
do get somerain, and do avoid damaging temperatures, thismarket could head back
down toward contract lows.

The corn market, likewheat, hasalso found alittle support after a25¢ drop from
itsrecent high. Fund buying themainingredient hereafter U.S. D.A.’ sfirst planted
acreagereport cameout withasmaller increasethan expected. Fieldreportsfromthe
big corn states show that U.S.D.A. was probably too low and future reports could
weighonthismarketif thecropgetsplantedinatimely fashion, whichitissofar, and
wehaveno early weather issues. Thismarket isentering the“too season”; will it be
too hot, too cold, too wet, too dry? If none of those happen, and acreageisup, this
market could belooking at sub-$2.00 futures down the road.

The soybean market has also gained back some of its mid-March losses with
commodity fund buying. Thismarket isreally scratchingitshead onthe pricelevel
it wantsto begoing into the new growing season. U.S.D.A. estimated planted acres
were higher than expected but thisisour first growing season having to deal withthe
Asianrust threat. This market could have some fireworksif weather and/or Asian
rust become areal factor this growing season.



PETROLEUM NEWS

Rod Petty, V.P. Petroleum Division

With spring time here, it istimeto get everything in good operating order and back
intoyour field. Weareavailablefor all your fuel andlubricant needs. Bulk oil and Cenex
packaged oil is available at both the Dighton Service Station and the Garden City
location. We can supply totesfor bulk oil. Pleasetalk to Junior at the Garden City
location or Jon at the Dighton station.

With the Dighton consolidation, we are pleased to announce that Chris Terhune
has accepted the position of station manager effective April 18", 2005. Jayrene
Colemanwill berelocating to the Dighton Officealong withthe Alltel sales. Shewill
also be helping with crop production and petroleum accounting.

Monday M ay 9, 2005, Garden City Co-op, Inc., will beginmakingbulk fuel deliveries
tothe Dighton and Healy area. Inorder to makethis process efficient, we have set
up Tuesday and Thursday of eachweek asdelivery days. Withthisscheduleinplace,
youwill needtocall inyour ordersby 5:00p.m. on Monday or Wednesday, prior to
theTuesday and Thur sday delivery day. Wehave 1000 gallonfuel tanksand pumps
in stock at very competitive pricing if you areinterested in upgrading. We also have
fieldmaster diesel fuel availableat the Ampridefor self filling your bulk trailers.

Furthermore, we will be installing two new fuel dispensers at the 7" and Fulton
Streetlocation. TheinstallationisscheduledtobeginonMay 9, 2005 and shouldtake
approximately 3to4days. Duringthistime, our two other |ocationswill beavailable.
Country Corner East Convenience Storeislocated on CampusDriveand an automated
fueling systemislocated at Fleming and Harding. Wearesorry for any inconvenience
thismay cause. We hope to be up and running as soon as possible. Thank you for
your patience in this matter.

Asfuel prices continueto fluctuate, we are continuing to monitor the market for
the best contract pricesto passontoyou. Crude pricesare coming off slightly sowe
are keeping a close eye on changes. If you have any questions on fuel contracting,
call theGarden City Petroleum Officeand wewill behappy totell youwhat isavail able.

We value and appreciate your business, you are very important to the success of
Garden City Co-op, Inc. Wewould be happy to address any comments or concerns
you may have. Pleasedirect any questionsyou may haveto the Garden City Co-op
Petroleum Office at 620-276-8301.

SOYBEAN INOCULATION OFFERED

Chrislrvin, Crop Production Sales

Garden City Co-op is now offering liquid soybean inoculation! Now thereisno
need to carry around an extra hand-held sprayer to spray liquid inoculate or handle
amessy, dry, peat powder.

Becker Underwood’ sNOD+ soybeaninocul ant, incombinationwithNOD+ Liquid
Extender, istheindustry’ spremier sterileliquid inoculant for custom inoculation of
soybeans. It contains TA-11 Nod+, the USDA patented soybean rhizobia strain,
proventoincreaseyieldsvs. traditional inoculant stains, and also contains a second
straintoimprove shelf-life stability and to make NOD+ even morerobust over wider
environmental conditions.

After inoculating soybeansin the past, a producer had up to 24 hoursto plant or
some of the rhizobiawere lost. With Becker Underwood’ s new Liquid Extender, a
producer has up to 30 daysto plant from the day of inoculation. GC Co-op will offer
thisservicefor $2.00 per unit for Co-op purchased beans and $2.50 per unit for non-
Co-op purchased beans. Thisfeewill includeinoculant and application. 1f youhave
any questions, stop by Lowe Elevator or give Chris Irvin a call at 620-271-8150.
Appointment is needed!

GARDENCITY CO-OP
OFFICERS& DIRECTORS

2004-2005

Boyd Lear - Board Chairman
Steve Sterling- Vice Chairman
Randy Richmeier -  Sec./Treasurer
Kendall Clark - Asst. Sec./Treasurer
Michael Deaver - Director
Tim Miller - Director
Tom Mulville - Director
Steven Krehbiel - Assoc. Director
Dwane Roth - Assoc. Director
Bill Maughlin - Assoc. Director

GARDENCITY CO-OP
STAFFMEMBERS

John McClelland - General Manager
Lauri Allen- C.F.O.
Ken Jameson - V.P. Grain
Barry Brant - VV.P. Crop Production
Rod Petty - V.P. Petroleum

MARKETHOTLINE
CALL 275-9772(G.C.)
CAL L 397-6068 (Dighton)

FORDAILY GRAINBIDS
o
I nternet Updates
WWW.QCCOOP.Com

WESTERN FARMER - PAGE 2




CROP PRODUCTION NEWS

Barry Brant, V.P. Crop Production Division

CORN REPLANT DECISIONS

An absolute key to raising the highest potential corn crop possible, is
establishinganoptimal stand. V ariousfarming practi cesand environmental

conditionsaffect theoutcomeof final populations. Thedecisiontoreplantis
not likely on the mind of many producers as the crop is going in, but
undoubtedly, unexpected situationsoccur that prompt farmerstomakethe
call. Numerousfactorsmust beconsideredtomakeareplant decision. First,
what istheplant populationyouareleftwithinrelationtothedesired stand?
Tomakean accurateassessment of the current popul ationsfor areplant
decision, takeaminimumof 50samplecountsinafield. Makingtheinitial

assessment will helpyou determineif theundesirablestandisafield-wide
occurrence, or if therearecertain problemati c spotssuch aslow/highareas.
Thisassessment will a so helpyou understand thereasonthestandisnot
whatitshouldbe. Isthelack inpopulationduetoenvironmental conditions,
or isit somethingthat can beadjusted/replaced ontheplanter?lsit apest
problemthat coul d potentially occur with subsequent plantings? Second,
what istheuniformity of thecurrent stand?Aretheregapsof |essthan 3feet
between plants, or aretheempty spacesbetween plants6feet or moredown
arow?Typically,yieldswill behigherinfieldswerethereareconsistent,
short distanceski psbetween plants, thanafiel dwithsimilar popul ations, and
skips that measure several feet. Third, are the costs associated with
replanting higher thanthepotential yieldlossassociated withthecurrent
stand?Thisobvioudyincludes: seed, herbicide, fuel, or seedtreatmentsthat
may benecessary. Probably themostimportant factor toconsider isthedate
that thefieldwill bereplanted. Giventhat thehybridtoreplant will likely
changetoashorter season, yieldlossstartsat approximately 1.5 bushel sper
day after May 5, withincreasingyieldlossper day asyouget further along
fromthisdate. If you havespecificsituationsthat youwouldlikeeva uated
by Crop Profitspersonnel, contact asal espersonat theL oweElevator.

COUNTRY CORNER
SPECIALS

Country Corner isstill having the
Car Wash Special. Buy 7 gallonsor
more of Ethanol and get $3.00 off
the Ultimate Wash. At this time,
Ethanol is 2 cents a gallon cheaper
than unleaded.

We now offer pre-paid gift cards.
They can be purchased for amounts
from $5.00t0$100.00. They will be
rechargableif youwouldliketo add
more to the card after they have
been purchased. So, if you are
looking for aquick gift, comeinand
purchase one.

This month's specias are Fried
Mushrooms, Barbecue Rib Sand-
wiches, and Hot Wings.

BULK FUEL DELIVERIES

BeginningM onday, M ay 9th,theGar -
den City Co-op will beginmakingbulk
fue ddliveriestotheDightonand Healy
areas. Pleasecall inyour order by 5:00
p.m.onMonday or Wednesday prior to
theTuesdayand Thur sdayddiverydate.

Fred Fisher

PO Box 156

Sublette, KS 67877
Office 620-675-2599
Cell 620-640-1600
flfisher@pld.com

Garden City Co-op, Inc.
PO Box 838

Garden City, KS 67846
Office 620-277-2230
Cell620-271-3446
Barry Brant
barry@gccoop.com

€lliel

See Jayrene at Dighton for all your
cell phone needs. Jayrene has
relocated to the Dighton Office

Phone397-5343
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EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

1956 Chevy Truck - LocatedinUtica
1991 Ford 1/2 Ton Pickup

1992 GMC 4x4 Pickup

1998 TimpteTrailer

1999 WilsonDWH200Trailer

10-15,000gallon tanks(vertical).
3 - 12,000 gallontanks(horizontal with stands).
All tanksincludeproper ventingandvaving.

DC4086 MitaCommercia Copier with4 paper traysand document sorter and feeder.

All equipment asis, whereis.
All equipmentislocatedin Dighton, unlessotherwisenoted.
Nowarrantiesexpressedorimplied.
BidsdueMay 20, 2005.
Payment dueimmediately after acceptanceof bidor prior toequipment pick up.
Successful biddersmust removeequipment by May 31, 2005.
All bidsneedtobesubmittedto: Garden City Co-op, Inc.
Attn: Lauri Allen
PO Box 838
Garden City, KS 67846

NEW BOARD MEMBERS NEW OFFICEHOURSFORDIGHTONLOCATIONS

Asaresult of themerger withtheFarm- | Effective with the merger, the Dighton Office is now closed on Saturday mornings.
ersCoopin Dighton, wehavethefollow- | Theirnew hoursare7:30a.m. thru5:00 p.m. Monday thruFriday. Grainwill bebought
ing changesin Board of Directors. Andy | duringofficehoursfrom8a.m.-5p.m.nowrather thanjustwhenthemarketsare
Strasser and Dwane Roth have stepped | open.
down as Directors. Tom Mulville and
Kendall Clarkwill fill theempty positions. | The Amy Elevator and Shields Elevator are also both closed on Saturday mornings.
Dwane Roth has moved to an Associate
Director position. Wehavealsopickedup | UticaElevatorisopenon Saturday morningsfrom8a.m. -12 noon, but therewill beno
Bill Maughlin as an Associate Director. | feed deliveries on Saturday.

These positions will be effective until
elections take place at the next Annual | Dighton Crop Production remains open on Saturday morningsfrom 8 am. -12 noon.
Meeting.

Anyone interested in running for a | The Dighton Station remains open on Saturday morningsfrom 7 am. - 12 noon.
Board position thisupcoming November
needsto contact aBoard M ember or some-
one on the nominating committee.

COMMITMENT STATEMENT
"Moving Forward Together"
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OUGHTA STEER

When first heard of oughtasteer | wasnotimpressed. Throughout my adolescence, my Dad had told mel oughtasteer straighter
every timel worked afield. Infact, my entire childhood wasfull of oughta. | oughtago out and find the %2 X 9/16 inch wrench
| leftinthedrive. | oughtaleave my older sister alone. Later on, | waseventold | oughtaget home on Friday nightsbeforetime

toirrigate on Saturday morning.

Asyou can see, oughta has had asomewhat unfair and restrictive influence on my development. When it was explained that it
was actually auto steer, | began to contemplate the impact of automating and monitoring the many aspects of agricultural
production.

NOT ON MY FARM

The high-tech salesman began by making fun But then all of asudden it hit me
Of my rows curved far and near My need to control information flow
Heexplained hissimplesolution | don’t want to leak any knowledge
A $25,000 unit called auto steer About how | reap and | sow
Sub-inch accuracy the salesman boldly claimed What if the auto steer called my wife
Just imagine all the money you will save And told her | snuck off to the neighbor’s farm sale
With perfectly placed seed, chemical and no operator fatigue ~ Or popped down to the local watering hole
All reasons that he gave To enjoy the companionship and the ale
Never touch the steering wheel again And what if it went down to the coffee shop
This makes your tractor hands free To accurately report on my crop yields
Why they usethisto land 747's How would | face my neighbors
How hard can driving atractor be If they knew what was truly going onin my fields
Think of the productivity gainsasyou ride along | could seeitin talking to my banker
Why you could use your |aptop computer aswell Andgiving him thelow down
It will even free up time to use your cell phone On what exactly did happen
Call the Co-op Manager and give him hell Why | would be the laughing stock of the town
At first | became so excited ~Sol threw the salesmen out
The exact accuracy seemed to hit the spot With the yield monitors and aito steer
Why working my fieldswould soon resemble I went out and charged up the batteries
Relaxing on the deck of ayacht To my old 40-20 John Deere
The auto steer would guide me At least _I know what the parts are
Theyield monitorswould measure Thelines and belts | can see
My farm would be automated The best part of farming with old equipment though
And lead to certain treasure Is my secrets are all safe with me
Signed,

Y our neighbor up on Starvation Flats
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AN EXCITING SPRING

Farming and the businesses that support it on the High Plains is a precarious
group of enterprises. Storm fronts with the mixed blessing of badly needed
moisture combined with temperatures that may dip too low, set every one on
edge. It is nerve racking to have such a prospect for a bountiful wheat harvest
just out of our grasp. | guess the end of June will be here soon enough.

Many exciting things have occurred here at the Garden City Co-op this
spring. The merger with the Farmer’s Co-op in Dighton is progressing well.
We arereally trying to do three things at oncein Dighton. We have merged and
combined all of the staff and company data. We have switched their accounting
system to match the one we use. We began a crop production business
complete with application services. All things considered, the transition has
probably gone more smoothly than we would have expected. There have been
many bumps in the road and issues to work out. We were lucky to have the
dedicated staff in both locations that were willing to work together to solve the
issues asthey arose. | want to thank all of the employees that have made a huge
effort to make this merger work. | would aso like to thank the residents of
Dighton for their patience while we get all the wrinkles ironed out.

The effects of the drought have created a new spirit of cooperation among
area Co-ops. We are working together with the Scott Co-op, Plains Co-op and
Syracuse Co-op to develop a seed business dedicated to service and front-line
technical support. Thiswill allow us to have the volume necessary to hire the
quality of field support that can make areal positive impact to your productivity
on the farm.

The petroleum department continues to see tremendous growth in volume
of refined fuels. This contributes to area farmers not only through increased
profits and the chance for patronage, but also to manage the huge diesel supply
issues we face locally every summer. Our increased volume allows us to better
coordinate the limited supply and supplement it with truck freight as we need
to make sure your tank never runs out.

The grain department has been working hard to empty out the elevators and
prepare for alarge wheat harvest. Thisinvolves not only the shipment of grain
but also the repair and replacement of equipment to make sure we are ready
when you are. It will be an exciting challenge to manage 15 elevators through
our first harvest.

P.O.Box 838

106 N. 6th St.

Garden City,KS 67846
(620) 275-6161

Vi

GCC

GARDEN CITY CO-OPINC,

JohnMcClelland
General Manager

This summary of this Spring's
activity just hits the high spots. It
seems every one hereisinvolvedin a
project to better serve you. The list
includes everything from updating
the web site to new tire repair
equipment in the Dighton service
station.

Thisisan exciting time here at the
Garden City Co-op. There arelots of
challenges and hurdles but they are
the issues we are addressing so that
we can do a better job for you. As
you meet the new staff and continue
to see the commitment of the entire
employee group here, we hope that
you can benefit from the effort we
are making to live up to our
commitment statement.

MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER
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