
Be it weather, yields, natural calamity, or various other events, producers tend 
to refer to their crops by year. That said, as we get older and grayer, the 2023 
cotton crop will certainly be remembered albeit for varied reasons depending 
on your location. It all began with everyone getting off to a late start. This 
was followed by one of the hottest growing seasons on record. However, the 
similarities end there. All summer inconsistent weather patterns plagued the 
Cotton Belt resulting in a mixed bag of yields. Some will remember 2023 as 
their best crop ever while others would just soon forget and have turned their 
attention to next year.  
Southeast Conditions 
This is my 43rd crop as either a county agent or coop manager. In that time, 
I cannot recall ever seeing a crop of such two extremes as that seen this year 
in the Southeast. Producers in the Tennessee Valley area of Alabama from 
Florence all the way across to Cherokee are harvesting a crop the likes of 
which old timers have never seen. Prior to 2023, dryland yields of more than 
four bales an acre   was unheard of, but such is the case this year across the 
northern tier of Alabama. A testament to the genetic potential of today’s 
cotton varieties, ideal weather, and a dry harvest season. 
A few hundred miles south, the opposite occurred. All summer drought 
conditions have plagued cotton fields west of Alabama’s Interstate 65 and 
south into the Florida Panhandle. As a result, yields are the lowest seen in 
sometime. Early 
planted cotton fared 
slightly better but 
that planted after 
mid-May, which 
constituted the 
majority, suffered 
greatly. In today’s 
environment of front 
end loaded escalating 
production costs, 
low yields are even 
more burdensome 
than before. Despite 
some help from 
crop insurance, 
the 2023 crop has 
dealt a heavy blow 
to growers in these 
areas. Finally, cotton producers east of I-65 including the state of Georgia 
were beneficiaries of enough rain to capture above average yields. 
Though yields are extremely variable, perfect harvest conditions have 
benefitted everyone by enhancing fiber quality. This has been a year where 
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most cotton experienced little or no rain from the time 
bolls opened to when harvested. As you would expect, color 
grades have been excellent.  Also, the concern summer 
heat would have an adverse effect on microniare and staple 
length was unfounded. Our first freeze is forecast for later 
this week, so we are blessed to be as far along with harvest 
as we are. 
Southwest Conditions 
Harvest was in full swing across West Texas & Southwest 
Oklahoma, until recent widespread rainfall brought it to 
a stop.  Much anticipated cooler weather also showed up 
this week, giving us our first hard freeze of the year. Over 
the past three weeks, more dryland cotton acres have been 
taken out and even some unfortunate irrigated acres.  For 
many, this year was very comparable to 2011, which was the 
driest year on record for Texas and caused an estimated cost 
of $7.62 billion in crop and livestock losses. The average 
annual rainfall in West Texas ranges from 16 to 25 inches, 
but this year the area received much less than normal. For 
example, Ralls, a town about 30 miles east of Lubbock, 
saw less than an inch of rain in June, compared to the two 
inches of rain the area receives on average in June. The 
lack of moisture is compounded by the high temperatures, 
which have tied for the warmest May on record in the state. 
As a result, the dryland crop didn’t stand a chance, and only 
those with “good” water were able to irrigate through the 
summer.  

Nevertheless, we’ve seen some really good grades out of the 
irrigated crop so far. According to USDA, around 76,000 
bales had been classed in the Lubbock classing office as of 
last Friday. 

Cover Crops  
I cannot think of another cotton production practice that 
provides more bang for the buck than planting a winter 
cover crop. For less than twenty-five dollars an acre soil 
compaction and erosion can be reduced, soil organic 
matter increased, and nutrients supplied to the following 
crop. Selecting the right cover depends on the crop planted 
behind it next spring. In the case of cotton, both cereal 
grains and legumes work best. Research has shown yield 
increases in cotton of over one hundred pounds per acre the 
following year versus where no cover was grown. Something 
well worth the small investment.  
 

Preliminary Variety Results 
 University cotton variety trial data is beginning to trickle 
in. Variety selection is another integral part of production 
that is near and dear to my heart and vitally important. 
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USDA Classing Summary 
The spreadsheet below is a cotton classing summary by state 
through the week of October 26th.  



When considering the high cost of production, it is 
imperative to maximize yield and fiber quality potential. 
This can only be done by analyzing trial data carefully 
looking for consistent performance over a wide range of 
factors. This year’s variability in weather patterns requires 
one to pay close attention to the growing conditions 
these trials were grown under. Universities will always 
include seasonal weather data for each test site with their 
performance results. At present, the variety results we are 
receiving are preliminary. However, a few that appear to 
stand out DP 1646, DP 2131, DP 2038, ST 5091, NG 3195, 
and PHY 415. As results are finalized, I will be sharing our 
findings culminating in our recommended variety list to be 
issued prior to planting.  
 
Farm Bill Update 
With year end fast approaching both sides of the aisle are 
publicly voicing the need to pass a Farm Bill. However, 
with a government shutdown once again looming and a 
newly elected Speaker getting his House in order there 
may be more pressing items on their agenda. Nonetheless, 
a group of sixty Republicans drafted a letter to the Speaker 
of the House stressing the importance of a Farm Bill and 
calling for its swift passage. They further pointed out that 
for a small portion of federal spending commodity support 
programs and crop insurance are vital for producers to 
manage risk and continue producing quality cost effective 
food, fuel, fiber, and forestry products. On the Senate 
side, Ag committee chair Stabenow is awaiting additional 
funding for the Farm Bill which she has been told will be 
forthcoming. However, with only twelve legislative days 
scheduled after the November 17th potential shutdown 
deadline, it leaves little room for a Farm Bill debate given 
it will most assuredly go to conference committee as 
Senate and House versions are sure to differ. Thus, going 
into 2024, look for an extension of the current Farm Bill 
to allow more time for both parties to hammer out an 
agreement.
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http://go.usa.gov/3eZ73

U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook

Author: 
Yun Fan
NOAA/NWS/NCEP/Climate Prediction Center

Drought Tendency During the Valid Period
Valid for April 20 - July 31, 2023

Released April 20

Depicts large-scale trends based
on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range 
statistical and dynamical forecasts. 
Use caution for applications that
can be affected by short lived events.
"Ongoing" drought areas are 
based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by 
the end of the period, although 
drought will remain. The green 
areas imply drought removal by the 
end of the period (D0 or none).

Drought persists

Drought remains but improves

Drought removal likely

Drought development likely
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