
 A dear friend of mine, bless his soul, once told me he could 
eliminate a great deal of sweat and anxiety by taking his operating loan 
each year to Vegas and putting it all down on red or black. The almost 
50/50 chance of hitting is better odds sometimes than that in the field 
with success determined immediately than a summer full of worry. 
 Today, worry is the operative word as a lot is going on requiring 
our utmost attention. West Texas growers are currently evaluating 
stands to determine if insurance claims are warranted. In other parts 
of the Cotton Belt, damaging insect pests are rapidly increasing 
prompting close scouting and insecticide treatments. Summertime 
weather patterns has made scheduling PGR applications that much 
more difficult. Finally, the steep decline in prices since planting began 
has everyone keeping a watchful eye on the market with concerns 
about their uncommitted cotton. In this month’s Turn Row, we will 
briefly discuss some of these topics.

SOUTHEAST CONDITIONS
 The condition of the crop in the Southeast is testament to 
cotton’s wherewithal to withstand adverse conditions but able to 
rebound at such time as they improve. Fortunately, over the past few 
weeks, showers have been become more numerous and widespread 
allowing this crop 
to turn the corner. 
Some of the later 
cotton is slightly 
behind schedule. Not 
to worry, however, 
as heat units will not 
be lacking thanks 
to one of the hottest 
summers on record. 
Though maturity 
does vary across the 
region, in general, the 
crop is early to mid-
bloom and fruiting 
extremely well with 
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MANAGING INSECTS AND LACK OF RAIN
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Young bolls 10 to 14 days old should be sampled for stinkbug damage



yield potential increasing daily. Now all that is needed 
is additional water, keeping it insect free, and having 
our prayers for a dry harvest season answered. 

SOUTHWEST CONDITIONS
 Conditions remain hot and dry throughout 
the southwest. Just Tuesday (July 19), a record high 
temperature of 104 degrees was set in Lubbock 
breaking the old record of 103 degrees set in 1978. 
There’s very little dryland cotton that’s expected to 
make it to harvest at this point. A lot of what remains 
is small and skippy. Some of the irrigated cotton looks 
great. It’s a very small percentage, but the fields that 
have adequate water are really starting to stand out. 
But, the irrigated acres that were already short on 
water probably won’t be watered much longer as it is 
just not feasible to pay electric bills all summer without 
some help from mother nature.

NASS crop Conditions
 This chart illustrates how the West Texas crop 
has deteriorated since planting.

Cotton Growth Stages
 Unlike other crops, cotton grows in a very 
systematic pattern. While certain factors can dictate 
the pace of growth, such as soil moisture and 
temperatures, squaring, boll set, and maturation follow 
a distinct pattern. Below is a chart which shows the 
number of days it takes to complete each stage. I have 
included this because some of our West Texas growers 
are deciding whether their late cotton will have enough 
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Below is an adult Southern Green stinkbug

time to make a decent yield. By knowing your last 
bloom date, which is around Labor Day in the Rolling 
Plains, you can take the stage the plant is currently in 
and calculate the number of weeks of fruiting that can 
be expected.

• Emergence to first square: 28 days
• Square to bloom: 20 to 25 days
• Planting to bloom: 60 to 70 days
• Bloom to open boll: 45 to 65 days

Also, it takes three days for the plant to grow another 
node higher up the stalk while it takes six days to grow 
another fruiting site on the same branch.

Insect Control
 With cotton in full bloom, we shift the focus of 
our insect scouting efforts to plant bugs and stinkbugs. 
As for plant bugs, we must change scouting techniques 
from that used pre-bloom. Square retention and 
sweep nets will be of little use since few adults remain 
after having cycled through. Instead, we look for the 
presence of newly hatched nymphs which is best done 
using a drop cloth. Treatment threshold is when three 
nymphs per five row feet are found. Drop cloths can 
be tedious and time consuming especially in this heat, 
thus some growers opt for another scouting method. 
Since plant bugs feed on larger squares and small bolls 
during bloom, the resulting square feeding will result 
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in what is called dirty blooms. Counting only dirty 
blooms is not a preferred way to determine treatment 
levels. Nonetheless, finding a considerable number 
should prompt you to look closer using a drop cloth. If 
a treatment is warranted, Bidrin or Bifenthrin would 
be the recommended insecticides for they are effective 
on both plant bugs and stinkbugs for the latter is 
certain to be present. Avoid using Orthene as it might 
flare spider mites, especially considering the hot dry 
conditions.
 With the advent of Bt cotton, bollworms and 
budworms have taken a back seat to stink bugs as 
the most damaging insect in cotton. Stink bugs up to 
now have been concentrated in grain fields, such as 
corn. Reports indicate they have been found in high 
numbers, so expect a heavy migration into cotton as 
corn dries down and harvest begins. Smaller fields 
are more susceptible since they create a bordering 
effect. Stinkbugs are skittish so scouting for adults is 
useless. But I will say if a stinkbug is seen you can be 
certain many more are present. They prefer to feed 
on small bolls about 10 to 14 days old, or ones the 
size of a quarter. When feeding, they will leave an 
internal scar like a wart. The best scouting technique 
is to pull squares of this size throughout the field, 
pop them open, and look for the scarring. Treatment 
thresholds vary with the stage of growth with weeks 
three through six of bloom as the critical window. 
Therefore, thresholds during this time are kept low at 
10 percent damage while week seven and beyond it’s 
raised to 30 percent damage.

PGR Applications
 In areas getting frequent rain, PGR 
applications are certainly needed. While most have 
stayed in front of this, if you have gotten behind 
because of the weather, be aggressive with rates when 
you return to the field. It has been shown higher rates 
are needed on larger plants to affect the equivalent 
change on those smaller. Since afternoon showers 
will hopefully be something to contend with going 
forward, remember PGRs become rain fast within 
four hours of application if a non-ionic surfactant 
is added while it will take six to eight hours with no 
additives.

Marketing Cotton
 Growing the most expensive crop in history, 
it has been frustrating to see prices fall 50 cents since 
planting. The perception that demand destruction will 
override a shorter crop has managed funds liquidating 
their long positions. With much of this triggered 
by algorithms and technical charts, we feel strongly 
the market is currently oversold. However, with a 
recession staring us in the face and renewed Covid 
lockdowns shuttering economies, and not to mention 
hindering supply chains, it is uncertain to when their 
actions will reverse. Hopefully, most of you were able 
to price a sizable portion of your crop in the run up to 
the market high of 1.33. The question now becomes 
where you will be able to price the remainder. 
Our advice would be to remain patient allowing 
fundamentals to move this market back toward a 
dollar then take advantage of a stronger basis when 
selling recaps at harvest. We issue a weekly market 
report every Monday highlighting the past week’s 
activity and share comments on what we think lies in 
store in the weeks ahead. Please contact us if you are 
not receiving this and would like to.


