
all Harvest is rapidly approaching an 

end. Volumes of fall crops are good. We 

have exceeded our corn and soybean 

volumes of last year. Milo volume looks to be 

down some at this point but we are not at the 

ending point yet. Quality of the crops seem to 

be average to above in most cases. We 

appreciate your patronage this Fall. 

 

As the value of the US dollar continues to fall, 

the grain prices continue to rise. There is an 

unbelievable amount of speculative money 

being thrown at the commodities markets in the 

past 4 to 5 months. Grain prices continue to 

ride this wave of money being poured into the 

futures market to new highs. Who knows when 

the bubble will burst, but at the prices that are 

available today for new crop sales opportunities 

it is a very good level to start an average. I have 

no idea where it is all leading to but there will 

be a day as there was a couple years ago that 

prices move down almost as fast as it has 

moved up. The other side of the coin is always 

there too. Input cost are rising almost on a daily 

basis as well. Fertilizer prices are moving 

higher and supplies are tight on most products. 

We are in a global marketplace today. If 

product can be sold for ten or twenty dollars 

per ton more in china or anywhere else in the 

world it will be. Demand is increasing much 

faster in developing countries than it is here. 

We try to hold our prices as long as possible, 

but as we run out of product we must purchase 

from an ever increasing marketplace at this 

time. I hope we level out shortly, and well 

below the highs of a couple years ago. We do 

appreciate your patronage during this turmoil 

and will do what we can to hold input prices to 

a minimum. 

 

The Board of Directors has approved the 

building of a new office and scale at our 

Hackney facility. The new building and scale 

will be located across the street from the 

elevator just south of the liquid fertilizer plant. 

This will give us the ability to put in a wider 

scale and eliminate the angle on the scales to 

the elevator. It will also reduce our risk factor 

in the event of an elevator structural failure. It 

also gives us the ability to add new storage 

space in the future where the old office is 

located if the need is there. Construction will 

not interfere with business as usual at the 

facility. We continue to strive to make your 

business a leader in Cowley County 

Agriculture. 

 

The Domestic Production Credit Deduction 

forms went in the mail  November 8, 2010. 

This is a $325,500 deduction that is being 

passed along to members who did business this 

past fiscal year. It is in addition to the 

patronage distribution that was made in May 

2010. This deduction is a direct offset of 

income for use in this year. Please consult your 

tax advisor in regards to how it will affect your 

personal situation.  Just one more way that 

Your Coop works for you. 

 

Have a safe and joyous holiday season!  

 

Holiday Closings: 
 

Thanksgiving 

November 25, 2010   Closed 

 

Christmas 

December 24, 2010 Closed 

December 25, 2010    Closed 

 

New Year’s. 

December 31, 2010 Close @ Noon 

January 1, 2011 Closed 

 

F 



 
 

What a nice fall we have had—good weather for harvesting and planting.  It is good to see some things 

work out once in a while.  This has been another year that beans have done really well.  With the 

increase of bushels per acre and the excellent market value more beans are being planted.  With that 

you hear more and more about seed genetics, seed treatment and disease prevention.  All that is good, 

but one thing I think we are forgetting about is the basic plant nutrition.  Beans have always been a go 

to crop for double cropping.  They make their own nitrogen and if they do well they make a little 

money, if not it kept the ground clean and added back a little fertility.  But when we have back-to-back 

good yields ranging from 30 to 60 bushels we should be thinking about nutrient removals.  A forty 

bushel bean yield removes the following nutrients:  152 pounds of nitrogen, 34 pounds of phosphorus, 

52 pounds of potassium plus other micro nutrients.  Beans are a legume and when inoculated will make 

their own nitrogen, but if we don’t add back phosphorus and potassium we will see our bushels start to 

shrink.  Just something to think about this winter before you start your spring fertilizer planning. 

 

As the old saying goes you can’t make all the people happy all the time.  This holds true this year.  

With the increase in grain markets it sure makes the grain producer smile, but on the other hand the 

livestock producer is not smiling so much.  So in trying to soften the blow on feed costs, we have 

purchased a new 3/8 die for our pellet mill and have started producing a 3/8 pellet that is 20% protein 

and has 5% fat and is made with distillers dried grains and milo.  The high fat content makes it a higher 

energy feed that cattle will do well on and is vary palatable.  The high fat content makes it too soft to 

make a 5/8 cube but it does make a nice 3/8 pellet that can be bunk fed or fed on the ground.  It runs 

about fifteen percent cheaper than the regular 20% cube so if there is a little waste when fed on the 

ground it is still price effective compared to a 5/8 cube.  It has 10,000 units of Vitamin A per pound 

plus Vitamin D and E, calcium, potassium and iron.  But like all supplemental feed it is a good practice 

to feed a free choice mineral.  We will continue to make our 16% and 20% cube as we always have but 

this gives you an economical alternative. 

 

As always thanks for you business and Happy Holidays. 

 

The Kellogg Crew, 

 

Donnie, Ingrid, Mark, Stan, Roger, Tony, Larry and Logan 

 

             

 
 



 

 

 

Fall Greetings from the crew at Atlanta.  We would like to welcome back Mike Shields to the crew 

here.  He will be driving an applicator and helping out in all areas. 

 

We have a couple of new rig applicators at Atlanta.  We again would like to request copies of ASCS 

maps for your acres.  These are wonderful for helping us get on the right fields with the right product.  

Saving everyone both time and dollars.  We appreciate your patronage and look forward to doing a 

good job for you. 

 

Winter will be upon us soon.  This might be a good time to check your vehicle tires.  We have a wide 

variety of tires on hand and can special order others.  We can have most orders within a week.  

Compare our prices.  The tires that we carry have been selected to give the best wear for the driving 

conditions in this area. 

 

We recently started keeping Ashgrove concrete mix in stock for your fencing and other needs.  We 

also have a good supply of B & W feed bunks which are less expensive and not quite as deep.  Ideal 

for feeding calves.  The new 20% nuggets are available in our overhead bulk bins. 

 

Have a great Thanksgiving, 

 

Darren, Katherine, Jimmy, Terri, Ric, Mike & Lyle 

 

      Chicken or Turkey Puffs 
       Recipe Submitted by Katherine Grow 

 

1 ¼ cup water     1/3 cup oleo or butter crisco 

1 ¼ cup flour     ¼ teaspoon salt 

½ cup grated swiss cheese   4 eggs 

 

Boil water and oleo and add cheese.  Add sifted flour and salt.  Cool.  Add 4 eggs—one at a time.  

Drop by tablespoons on an ungreased sheet pan.  Bake 45 minutes at 350 degrees. 

 

Filling: 

2 cups chopped chicken or turkey  ¾ cup chopped celery 

¼ cup chopped onion    ½ cup grated swiss cheese 

Miracle Whip 

 

Mix together and add enough Miracle Whip to stick mixture together.  Fill puffs and return to oven for 

20 minutes. 

 

A good way to use leftover turkey and yummy too! 

 

 

Atlanta News 



             
 

 

Substitute 1099’s will be mailed out in January 2011—these 1099’s will include Patronage and/or 

Investment Interest.  Based on grain payments made to you for the 2009 crop and certain purchases 

made by you for our fiscal year ended March 31, 2010, this year’s substitute 1099 may also include 

a Domestic Production Activities Deduction (DPAD).  Please consult with your tax advisor for 

further information on the DPAD and how it applies to your farming operation.  **There will also 

be an amount listed on the Substitute 1099 designated as ―Per Unit Retain.‖  We will mail out a 

letter along with the Substitute 1099 explaining the Per Unit Retain reporting requirements. 

 

Please verify your social security number when you receive the 1099’s and contact me at the Main 

Office – 221-4343 or 1-800-221 4346 if there are corrections to be made!  For those patrons that 

received an Equity Retirement payment in September --- this payment will NOT be reported on a 

1099 as a 1099 PAT was issued to each patron in the year that the equity was earned. 

 

CoMark Grain Marketing (CGM) will mail the Deferred Grain Interest substitute 1099’s.  Amounts 

under $600.00 will not be reported as per IRS guidelines. 

 

Investment interest checks will be mailed out the first week of December.  The interest rates on 

November 1st—3 YR C of I is 4.0%, 1 YR C Of I is 3.0%, and Demand Certificates are 2.0%.   

 

Another happy event for a Valley Co-op, Inc. employee--- Rebecca Strickert and Wayne Romero 

were married on October 29, 2010 in Conway Springs, KS.  Congratulations and Best Wishes to 

them! 

 

Rebecca and I wish you a safe and Happy Holiday season! 

 

 

Don’t forget about deferred payment contracts.  If you want to sell your grain at 

today’s price and stop the storage from accumulating, but don’t want the income until 

2011 or beyond please contact Rebecca at 221-4343. 

 

Please note that you will not be able to pick up deferred grain checks this year.  All 

checks will be mailed from the CGM office in Cheney. 



 
 

 

Greetings from all here at the Manning Street store and from the elevator.  Thank you for your 

business.  We do so greatly appreciate it.  Come visit with us for you lawn needs.  I know it seems 

strange but now is the time to control some weeds in your lawn that will appear in your lawn next 

spring. 

 

For the dog owners we carry the 7 way shots and a very good line of dog food.  We also have dog 

collars and leashes.  Bring your dog with you and get a pound of dog treats free! 

 

We are supplied up with wild bird feed, mixed grain, black oil sunflower seed, thistle seed and suet.  

We also have a hand full of nice bird feeders. 

 

I could write all day and tell you what we have but just come in and see for yourself.  The peanut 

brittle got here.  Just $3.50 a bag.  Our supply does not last very long so hurry. 

 

Have a great Thanksgiving.  We have a lot to be thankful for. 

 

Ron Kramer, Robert Johnson, Gary Robbins and Todd Parson 

 

 

 
 

 

Well another fall harvest is about over.  I 

think everything went pretty good all the 

way around.  Reminder to everybody if 

you don't have your seed needs figured 

out yet you need to think about it. 

 

From Burden and New Salem thank you 

for coming to see us, it’s been a pleasure 

and we want everyone to have a safe and 

Happy Holidays. 

 

Bill, Nick, Marc, & Bobby 

 

 

 

 

HAVE YOU   

HEARD THIS 

ONE? 

 

 

A man’s car stalled on a country road one 

morning.  When the man got out to fix it, 

a cow came along and stopped beside 

him.  ―Your trouble is probably in the 

carburetor,‖ said the cow. 

 

Startled, the man jumped back and ran 

down the road until he met a farmer.  The 

amazed man told the farmer his story.  

―Was it a large red cow with a brown 

spot over the right eye?‖ asked the 

farmer.  ―Yes, yes,‖ the man replied.  

 

―Oh! I wouldn’t listen to Bessie,‖ said the 

farmer.  ―She doesn’t know a thing about 

cars.‖ 


