
s you read this hopefully the summer 

heat has subsided at least a little. If the 

winter is as cold as the summer was hot 

to give us an average near normal for the year, 

it will be a long cold period which will present 

us with a whole new set of challenges.  Enough 

about the weather!! 

 

 The wheat harvest was a pleasant surprise. We 

received around 922,000 bushels of good 

quality wheat. That is 108% of our 5 year 

average and was 135% of last years volume. 

Prices have stayed above the $7.00 mark since 

harvest. Much better results than were expected 

in early May. 

 

The storage project at Burden is underway. We 

will remove the small 8,000 bushel steel bins 

and replace with a 100,000 bushel McPherson 

concrete bin. A new 8,000 bushel per hour leg 

and dump pit will also be installed. We look 

forward to having this ready for next summers 

wheat crop.  

 

Painting at all facilities has been completed. 

This was a considerable investment by your 

board to keep the facilities in the best condition 

possible. Over the years there has been several 

million dollars of repairs and maintenance as 

well as added storage to help keep the 

cooperative in top condition to meet the 

members changing needs. We will continue to 

diligently work to ensure the cooperative 

facilities are maintained for the future 

generations of Valley Coop, Inc. members. 

 

There will be a few changes at our Atlanta 

facilities this fall as well. We will be replacing 

the fuel pumps and card reader to upgrade the 

fuel system in Atlanta. The system has been 

ordered and should be in place prior to the end 

of the year.  

 

Fall crops have had a pretty hard time of it this 

summer. Small amounts of rain and large 

amounts of heat have taken their toll.  Aflatoxin 

is no doubt going to be a challenge this fall in 

the corn crop. We have installed new 

equipment to accurately detect quantities down 

to 2 ppb in this years crop. Discounts will start 

at 21ppb to 50ppb and 50ppb to 100ppb.  Over 

100 ppb will not be taken.  

We are aware that several acres have already 

been destroyed or put up for silage. Please be 

careful of the nitrates and potential aflatoxin in 

this feed source as well. It can be deadly to 

animals.  

 

Valley Coop, Inc. first quarter results are very 

good. The next 3 quarters will have their 

challenges, as empty elevators struggle for 

revenues.  Our feed business is strong, even 

with some herds being thinned this summer. 

Booked feed sales are at a record pace for this 

feed season. We wish to thank you for your 

continued support. Fertilizer prices have 

somewhat stabilized but are trending somewhat 

higher, and if there is an open winter supplies 

will dwindle as the corn belt gets into the 

action. Overseas markets continue to use more 

and more product which takes away from our 

availability. 

 

We wish you a very bountiful fall harvest 

season. 

 

Richard Kimbrel, General Manager 

 

Valley Coop, Inc. will be closed  

Saturday September 3
rd

 and Monday 

September 5
th

 other than for harvest 

activity in observance of Labor Day. 

 

Please have a safe holiday

A 



 

   
Hello once again to everyone !  

  

  HEATWAVE is defined 

in Webster’s dictionary 

as “ a spell of 

abnormally hot 

weather”.  My 

dictionary defines it in a 

manner that would not be permitted to 

be printed in this newsletter.  I am sure 

that there are many of you that would 

share my sentiments.  Devastating to say 

the least.  The effects of the drought and 

heat will be felt all across the plains 

states for months, maybe years. 

 

Wheat receipts at Hackney were better 

than expected.  The quality was the 

surprise this year.  We were expecting 

shriveled berries and lower test weights.  

I guess one should wait till the wrapper 

comes off to see what the present really 

has inside! 

 

I am sure this years’ fall harvest will be 

one for the record books.  Just not sure 

which book.  As usual we are looking 

forward to serving our members. 

   

I will close with a toast to everyone:  

“May misfortune follow you the rest of 

your life, but never catch up.” 

   

Jim, Stacie, Les, Hoss, Dustin, & Court 

 
 

Greetings from all of us at the 

Winfield location.  Finally 

some rain made it here.  Just 

too little too late, at least for 

the corn.  Maybe it will keep 

up and we can have a wheat 

crop and have some winter 

pasture. 

 

It has been a slow second half 

of summer here on Manning 

Street.  It’s hard to get excited 

about things when the temp is 

above 100 outside.  When it 

hits 100 it’s at least 120 on 

our loading dock. 

 

Come on by and get 

some fertilizer for 

your lawn and 

some grass 

seed.  This 

summer played heck on 

lawns, but one thing about 

fescue, it may look dead but a 

little rain and cool weather, it 

will bounce back. 

 

Ron, Robert and Todd 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Well, it has been one summer to remember!  If you like hot weather you should be one very happy person.  

With the hot and dry weather it has brought on many challenges. Maybe one of the most talked about is 

Aflatoxin in the corn.  It is something that has been around for a long time but when it has the possibility of 

being bad enough that the grain industry has to test each load and dock accordingly it raises a lot of 

questions.  Hopefully the following questions and answers on Aflatoxin will help: 

Q.  What are aflatoxins? 

A.   Aflatoxins are the toxic by-products of mold growth found on certain agricultural commodities 

including corn, cotton seed and peanuts.  Aflatoxins have been shown to be carcinogenic to test animals. 

Q.   If my feed grain tests positive for aflatoxins can I continue to feed it to my livestock? 

A.   The Federal Food and Drug Administration has established the following levels for feed stuffs 

containing aflatoxin: 

1. Corn containing not more than 20 parts per billion (ppb) aflatoxins can be used for food for humans, 

feed use by immature animals (including immature poultry) and by dairy animals, or when its 

destination is not known. 

2. Corn containing not more than 100 ppb aflatoxins can be destined for breeding cattle, breeding 

swine, or mature poultry. 

3. Corn containing not more than 200 ppb aflatoxins can be destined for finishing swine (e.g., 100 

pounds or greater). 

4. Corn containing not more than 300 ppb aflatoxins can be destined for finishing (i.e., feedlot) beef 

cattle. 

Q.   How can I be sure that my grain is okay to feed? 

A.   The most accurate means of determining the level of aflatoxin in feed stuffs is to utilize a laboratory 

capable of testing for aflatoxin.  The Kansas Grain Inspection Department and your association can be 

helpful in providing testing options. 

Q.   What are the dangers of feeding aflatoxin-contaminated grain to my livestock? 

A.   One of the first signs of aflatoxin poisoning is when the animals refuse to eat.  Other complications 

include: bloody diarrhea, sick appearance, reduced weight gains, dry/cracked muzzles, hair loss, abortions, 

stillbirths and prolapses.  Death can result from high levels of aflatoxin, especially in younger animals.  

Problems can be costly and show up most quickly with pregnant and lactating animals. 

Q.   What is the Kansas Department of Agriculture doing about the aflatoxin problem? 

A.   The Kansas Department of Agriculture is closely cooperating with affected agencies and groups 

including the Food and Drug Administration, the Kansas Co-op Council, the Kansas Grain and Feed 

Association, the Kansas Livestock Association, Kansas State University, milk and cheese processors and the 

Department of Health and Environment.  Additionally, the Department of Agriculture will continue to test 

for the presence of aflatoxin in milk and livestock feed stuffs throughout the state.  This is part of an 

ongoing program to protect the safety and quality of milk and feed supplies for Kansas. 

Q.   Will cooking and processing educe or destroy aflatoxins? 

A.   In general, aflatoxins are moderately to highly resistant to destruction by most cooking and processing 

methods.  However, there are a few exceptions.  Under acidic conditions (less than 3.5 pH) and high alkaline 
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conditions (greater than 10 pH), aflatoxin concentration can be reduced.  Ammoniation, certain preservatives and 

anti-caking agents have been claimed to destroy or bind aflatoxin, but FDA has indicated that they may not legally 

be used in commerce to render contaminated feed ingredients safe for consumption by food animals. 

Q.  What is the relationship of aflatoxin to human health? 

A.   FDA treats aflatoxins as poisonous and deleterious substances and regulates them accordingly.  Types of 

diseases that may be caused in humans by Mycotoxins can be divided into acute toxicity, chronic toxicity, and/or 

carcinogenicity. 

Q.   What is the safe tolerance of aflatoxin in milk? 

A.   The action level for aflatoxin in whole milk, skim milk and lowfat milk is .5 ppb.  The lower level for milk 

was imposed because containing aflatoxins may pose a special risk to infants and young children who may 

consume large quantities of milk. 

Q.   Can silage contain aflatoxin? 

A.   Silage can contain aflatoxin generally found in drought stressed corn.  Due to the high moisture and acidity of 

silage this is generally not a problem.  However, if a yellow to yellow green mold exists, it would be advisable to 

test the silage for aflatoxin. 

Q.   If aflatoxin is found in milk how long will it take to bring the level below .5 ppb? 

A.   It will take about 36-48 hours after removing the cows from the contaminated feed for the aflatoxin to clear 

out of their systems. 

This information was obtained from the Kansas Department of Agriculture. 

 

We have five 1000 gallon NH3 tanks that didn’t pass the D.O.T. inspection.  They are for sale at $600 apiece.  

They could be used for fuel storage or any other liquid that is not pressurized. They may NOT be used for LP gas, 

natural gas or NH3.  The ends could be cut out of them and use them for culverts.  They are complete with axles 

and tires.  If interested give us a call. 

 

The elevator, feedmill and fertilizer facilities are ready to service your fall and winter needs.  We will be short one 

employee for a couple of months.  Roger Meyer had back surgery on August 9
th

.  We wish Roger a speedy 

recovery. 

 

As always, thanks for your business.  

 

Donnie and the Kellogg Crew: Ingrid, Mark, Stan, Roger, Tony, Larry, Logan and Jeff 

 

 

                               HAVE YOU HEARD THIS ONE? 
"Johnnie." 

"Yes, teacher." 

"If there are twenty sheep in a field, and one gets out through a hole in the fence, how 
many sheep are left in the field?"  

"None, teacher." 

"Johnnie, there are still nineteen sheep left in the field. Obviously you don't know arithmetic."  

"Sorry, teacher, but I do know arithmetic. Obviously you don't know sheep." 



  FIELDNOTES 

 

 

Are you ready to get your wheat crop off to a great start? I have heard many times winter wheat’s yield 

potential is determined when the drill is leaving the field. Disease and insect pressure are ready to 

pounce on newly germinated seeds. Will your crop realize its true potential?  

Here are some options that can be applied as a seed treatment. Producers that used Stamina F3 and 

Awaken ST last year found a larger robust root system and healthier plant compared to no treatment.  

Stamina F3 is a blend of 3 different fungicides for disease control at the emergence through fall growth 

and tiller formation. It also has an Insecticide for protection from wireworms at a lower rate, but if the 

grower wants protection from Hessian Fly the enhanced rate should be used. 

Awaken ST can be applied at the same time as Stamina, it is a micro nutrient package of Zinc, Iron, 

Manganese and Copper to help get the seedling off to a great start. Awaken  comes in a starter fertilizer 

option and can be mixed with your 10-34-0.  

Also have some new products that we will be looking at this fall for wheat, would like to have 4 or 5 side 

by sides spread  out in the trade area. Most would be seed treatments, but if you have liquid on your 

drill we can do some starter side by sides also. Plan to harvest the side by sides separate and I will have a 

weigh wagon available. Please call if you may have interest, this is limited offer. 

Have been taking certified seed wheat orders, have 3 options. Bulk you pick up, Bulk Bags delivered to 

your branch and some paper bags depending on the variety and how much you want. Armour, Everest 

and Duster are 3 varieties that most producers have been asking for. If you have another in mind just let 

me know. If moisture conditions improve I look for a lot of wheat to go in, certified seed could be tight.  

Fall crop plots have suffered from the heat just like your crops have. Most of the corn plots burnt up, if 

we do harvest one not sure how much usable data can come from it but should have something to 

report next newsletter. Some of the soybean plots are still holding on, hoping for some moisture and 

cooler days to flower and set pods.  

We are taking applications for CFA financing now, As a certified lender I can help you fill out the 

application and answer any question of how the process works. Note, inputs for this wheat and next 

year’s row crop is what is eligible for financing. 

Call for pricing and scheduling of any seed treatments, as always your business is appreciated. 

 

Kirk Kennedy 
620 229 0312  
kirkkvalley@sktc.net 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A really nice rain would be good.  It is raining now as we write this but we seemed to have missed most 
of the showers that have moved thru. 
 
Things have slowed down as far as field work as we sweltered with the heat.  We have been using our 
time to work on a truck chassis that we have purchased.  If it works out as we planned we will be able to 
use it as either a dry or liquid tender truck.  We sometimes go long distances to do application and a 
second truck will make us quicker and more efficient. 
 
Tire repairs and sales have been abundant as hot weather is hard on tires.  Good for business, but bad 
for patrons. 
 
Stock tank sales are up.  We have sold out at this time, but a new shipment is due in soon.  We also have 
been hauling some water for some of the local ranchers with our nurse truck until they can come up 
with a solution for their water problems.  KEEP PRAYING FOR A GOOD RUN-OFF WATER RAIN!!!!! 
 
Some of you have noticed that we went point of scale for wheat harvest.  We added new cabinets to 
accommodate all of the new equipment.  We have also added equipment to test for aflatoxin in corn. 
 
We will be adding point of sale soon.  Some of you are already familiar with this as our Manning office 
has been using this for some time.  Much to our amazement we are getting more comfortable with 
technology than we ever thought we would. 
 
The other day a young boy came by.  He had been fishing.  It has been so dry up here that the catfish he 
caught had ticks.  So much for humor.  Keep smiling.  Things will get better. 
 
Darren and the Atlanta Crew—Katherine, Terri, Jimmy, Mike & Andy 
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      The Best Sugar Cookie You Ever Ate 
       Recipe Submitted by Rebecca Romero 

 

1 Cup Butter or Margarine 

2 Cups Sugar 

2 Eggs 

1 Cup Cooking Oil 

Pinch of Salt 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

5 cups unsifted flour 

2 teaspoons baking soda 

2 teaspoons cream of tartar 

 

 

 

Cream butter and sugar.  Add next 4 ingredients.  In a separate bowl sift dry ingredients together.  

Combine all ingredients and mix well.  Roll into balls.  Roll ball in sugar and smooch with a 

fork. (Food coloring can be used to color the sugar.)  Bake 10 minutes at 350 degrees.  Makes 5-

6 dozen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


