
ummer is winding down and we can 

definitely say we had a summer this 

year.  More 100 degree days than I 

can remember in recent history. Good 

moisture until early to mid July and then we 

started the hot dry syndrome. Fortunately we 

received some very beneficial rains in mid 

August which will greatly enhance prospects 

for our fall crops. Wheat harvest as most of 

you know was fairly bland this year, with 

short planted acres last fall because of too 

much moisture. Quality was greatly 

improved from the past couple of years.  We 

are ready for your fall crops and look 

forward to a smooth harvest. Space could 

become an issue in the latter stages as 

terminals are full and places to go with crops 

may be somewhat limited with the size of 

the oncoming harvest. We should be able to 

stay ahead of it as long as grain moisture 

content is controlled. Dry grain is much 

easier to find a home for than wet.  

 

2010 has been a very sad 

year for your Coop.  

We have lost 2 valued 

employees this year. 

Joe Couch in March 

and Marty 

Blatchford in early 

August.  Both will 

be remembered 

for their dedication to 

making your coop a better place 

to do business. Our heartfelt sympathy goes 

out to each of their families.  

 

Painting of facilities is progressing rapidly. 

Atlanta, Hackney and Kellogg elevators and 

other facilities have had fresh paint applied.  

The Winfield elevator will be done as well 

and conclude our facelift for the time being.  

We are also in the process of checking the 

elevators for any potential structural 

problems which may have arisen over the 

years. Updates to aeration at Kellogg and 

Hackney have been completed for the 

present and Winfield and Atlanta will be 

done in the coming year. It takes a lot of 

dollars to keep the facilities in good 

operating condition to handle your needs. 

 

The Board of Directors will be looking at 

making another equity redemption in 

September.  This is a continuing effort to 

bring our revolving fund to a 15 year 

revolvement of deferred equity.   

 

I want to welcome Darren Grow to the 

management team at Valley Coop.  Darren 

is the new location manager at the Atlanta 

location as of August 16
th

. He is a longtime 

employee and we are happy that he has 

accepted the position. I know that he will 

continue to be an asset in his new 

responsibilities.  

 

We look forward to working with you this 

fall. Thank you for your patronage.  

 

Richard Kimbrel 

General Manager 

 

 

Valley Coop, Inc. will be closed  

Saturday September 4
th

 and 

Monday September 6
th

 other than 

for harvest activity in observance of 

Labor Day. 

 

Please have a safe holiday! 

 

 

S 



 

 

FIELD NOTES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Take time to look over the area fall crop plots before they are harvested. 1 corn, 2 milo and 6 

soybean plots were put in for you, to make seed variety selection easier. Locations of the plots 

are located at our web site, vcoop.com. I’m also conducting plot tours to go over the details of 

the plots.  Call me at 620 229 0312 to schedule a location, date and time for the plot in your area. 

 

Valley coop is currently taking applications for financing of crop inputs for 2011. This includes 

this fall’s wheat and next year’s row crops. Seed, Fertilizer, Chemical, Application and Seed 

Treatments are eligible. Please contact Rick or myself for an application; it is a pretty simple 

process. 

 

Seed treatments for wheat seed are currently being scheduled. Remember no bin run seed wheat 

will be treated, it must be cleaned first. Many local cleaners are able to apply a fungicide to your 

wheat and they do a fine job. If you want more than a fungicide, such as an insecticide for 

hessian fly some of the local cleaners may not be able to apply these products. We can apply 

most insecticides and other seed treatments as well to your wheat all in one pass. Let’s visit 

about a seed treatment product called Awaken ST. 

 

 Some of the benefits include; 

 

 Larger more robust root systems 

 Better use of available nutrients and water 

 Greater stalk strength 

 Higher rate of photosynthesis 

 Better overall plant health and vigor 

 Increased ability to deal with stress conditions 

 GREATER YIELD POTENTIAL 

Awaken ST is seed safe, low odor, ph neutral and has excellent mixing qualities with other seed 

treatments. Awaken ST is a complex of zinc ammonia acetate with potash and a balanced 

micronutrient seed treatment package including boron, copper, iron, manganese, molybdenum 

and zinc. Contact me for the details. 

 

Have a safe and abundant fall harvest and I look forward to visiting with you about your crop 

inputs. 

 

Kirk 



 
 

Here we are at the end of another season already!  One has to ask where does time go?  During this 

past summer we had the grain elevator painted and it sure looks nice.  The last time it was painted 

was sometime during the mid 70’s.  The concrete was painted white and all of the steel spouting, 

fans and outside leg were painted blue.  Did you ever wonder how much paint does it take to paint 

an elevator?  I always did and now we know.  Would you believe that it took 300 gallons of primer 

and another 300 gallons of top coat, and that’s just what we painted white.  It took another 100 

gallons to paint all the steel blue.  I am just glad they didn’t hang me over the edge and hand me a 

brush. 

 

The fall crops are looking good.  We have been busy moving out wheat and milo to make room for 

the fall crops.  We are ready when you are.  We are currently booking range cubes for the winter 

feed season.  Markets are staying strong.  I don’t really know if it will soften up at harvest or not, 

but if you would like to lock in some of your needs we can book anytime you want. 

 

Stan and Tony have had a busy custom application season covering over 39,000 acres this summer 

with the two liquid rigs and dry fertilizer truck. 

 

Thanks to all for letting us serve you.  Wishing everyone a bountiful and safe fall. 

 

The Kellogg Crew, 

 

Donnie, Ingrid, Mark, Stan, Roger, Tony, Larry and Logan 

 

 

 

 

HAVE YOU HEARD THIS ONE? 

 

A State Highway employee stopped at a farm and talked with an old farmer.  He told 

the farmer, “I need to inspect your farm for a possible new road.” 

 

The old farmer said, “OK, but don’t go in that field.”  The Highway employee said, I have the 

authority of the State Government to go where I want.  See this card?  I am allowed to go wherever 

I wish on farm land.” 

 

So the old farmer went about his farm chores. 

 

Later, he heard loud screams and saw the State Highway employee running for the fence and close 

behind was the farmer’s prize bull.  The bull was madder than a nest full of hornets and the bull was 

gaining on the employee at every step!! 

 

The old farmer called out, “Show him your card!! 



 
 

 

It’s been a very eventful summer.  Plenty of rain and lots of hot weather, but I didn’t have to remind 

anyone of that.  Just look at your electric bill. 

 

Our prayers and thoughts go out to the family of Marty Blatchford.  The loss of a good man, good 

father and good friend.  God bless him and his family.  We will miss him greatly. 

 

Thank you for your business and please have a safe fall harvest. 

 

Ron, Bob, Gary and Todd 

 

 

 

           Loaded Mashed Potatoes   
      Recipe Submitted by Donna Fagg 

 

5 pounds potatoes, peeled and cubed 

¾ cup sour cream 

½ cup milk 

3 tablespoons butter or margarine 

Salt and pepper to taste 

3 cups (12 ounces) shredded cheddar cheese, divided 

½ pound sliced bacon, cooked and crumbled 

3 green onions, sliced   

  

Place potatoes in a Dutch oven and cover with water; bring to a boil.  Reduce heat; 

cover and simmer until tender.  Drain and place in a mixing bowl.  Add sour cream, 

milk, butter, salt and pepper.  Beat on medium-low speed until light and fluffy.  Stir in 

2 cups cheese, bacon and onions. 

Transfer to a greased 3 quart baking dish.  Top with remaining cheese.  Bake, 

uncovered, at 350 degrees for 30 minutes or until heated through and cheese is 

melted.  YIELD: 14 servings.  Cut recipe in ½ for smaller servings. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Hello to all from Hackney.  I hope everyone is doing well. 

 

Our location suffered a tremendous loss on the night of August 9
th

.  As most of you know by now 

Marty Blatchford passed away on that Monday.  Not only was Marty a very talented applicator and 

valued employee, he was also a good friend to all of us.  He leaves a hole in this operation that 

nobody can ever fill. 

 

Mr. Jim Neal retired this past June.  We wish him years of good health and happiness.  He served 

your cooperative very well. 

 

We have a new face here at Hackney.  Dustin Crittenden has joined our group.  He is taking on the 

responsibilities in the feed mill that Mr. Neal was doing.  Stop by and meet Dustin and welcome 

him to the group. 

 

Please have a safe fall harvest! 

 

Jim M., Stacie, Les, Hoss, & Dustin 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We want to congratulate all the kids at this time for a job well done at the fair again this year! 

 

Things are going pretty well here.  We have all of our grain shipped and are ready 

for harvest.  We want to let everyone know that we are taking corn at New Salem 

this year. 

 

Wishing you a good and safe harvest and thanks for coming to see us. 

 

Bill, Nick, Marc & Bobby 

 

P.S.  Congratulations to our customer Mr. & Mrs. Steve Mackey on the birth of their new baby girl.  

Also our deepest sympathy goes out to the Marty Blatchford and Katherine Grow families in 

the loss of their loved ones. 

 

 


