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BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE

Terry Kohler

hen we think of building
for the future and preparing this cooperative
for a continued, long life,
we think of building a place for the
younger producers to purchase inputs
and sell outputs for their respective
farm business. We are continuing
our preparation for the future of the
Farmers Coop. Every day we look at
what will insure the members of the
Farmers Coop that we will still be here,
able to serve their changing needs. We realize there is more
to accomplishing this than simply
focusing on buildings and facilities.
As we look into the future
of our farms and our cooperatives,
we can see that there is not an end
of life for your cooperative; that
is not an option. We want to build
our coop so that long after we are
gone, it is still serving the farmers
and producers of this area. That
may mean the coop looks different than when your grandparents
were farming, but their farm does
not look like today’s farm either.
We must continue to plan for this
business to be here for many, many
years to come with the right people in the right place and
facilities that will provide the farm with efficient and progressive facilities and equipment.
As we think of what it takes for a company to continue, we can narrow it down to a few things, one of which
is good people and efficient operations. You must have the
right people on board as the operations and sales staff for
the producers to want to continue to do business with those
that care about their operation.
We have many projects going right now. All of them
take capital to place into operation. The need for capital is a
challenge for today’s cooperatives. The capital is there today
at favorable interest rates, but it does affect earnings. We
must continue to build these facilities to handle inputs and
outputs of our producers for the future.
Some highlights of projects for the 2015 year are
listed below:
• The Farmers Coop purchased the other 50% of CCGP.
• CCGP will be merged into the Farmers Coop on December 31, 2015.
• Cardtrol updates at Garden Plain and Cheney sites.
• Rolling stock updates in crop production and trucking
departments.
• Garden Plain grain dryer installed in October of 2015.

• Varner will receive a new inbound above ground scale
in late December of 2015.
• We have a closing date on the land at Clonmel of November 20, 2015.
• The closing date on the purchase of Strohl Oil Company
is November 30, 2015.
This is a partial list of the projects that we have going
currently. Each one has its own life and importance to the
future of our member’s needs and keeping your cooperative
a viable and progressive entity. Your Farmers Coop could
keep holding facilities together with baling wire and let
them deteriorate away, but that is not what we are about.
We are preparing for the future;
please continue to help us keep this
coop a cooperative for the producers
of tomorrow!

Strohl Oil
The Farmers Coop has signed a letter
of intent to purchase the assets of
Strohl Oil at Pretty Prairie and Kingman. The Strohl Oil Company’s history started in 1957 in Pretty Prairie
and expanded into a business that
today serves customers in Reno, Kingman, Harper, Pratt, Sedgwick, and

Rice counties.
The assets of the company include excellent rolling
stock equipment and facility locations at the east edge of
Kingman and in the operating location in Pretty Prairie.
The volume of business that Strohl Oil has should
more than double the volume of refined fuel and propane
that we have in 2015 at the Farmers Coop. The combined
total 2015 gallons of sold gallons of fuel the Farmers Coop
and Strohl Oil Company will approach 6 million gallons. This
is excellent volume to establish a business for the future.
Another important part of this transaction is that the
principle and manager, Scott Strohl, will be staying on operating the company for a time and work himself into retirement. We will appreciate and respect Scott’s experience and
help during the transition.
The Farmers Coop will be in the propane business
and give area customers a choice of another provider in
the area that is being dominated by a few large providers.
The cooperative choice will give customers an opportunity
to share in the earnings of this business also by becoming
members if they so choose.
We are looking forward to the future of providing
energy to the home, farm, and daily needs of the six county
areas and beyond! Thank you in advance for your future
business and support!
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AVOIDING UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES
As the final quarter of
2015 is upon us, it is time to start
looking ahead and planning for
2016. Now is an excellent time to
develop a plan of action for your
crop nutrient requirements for the
coming growing season.
When you look at inputs as it
relates to your farming operation,
they clearly add value, but it is important to evaluate each input for
its potential to add profitability.
Managing risk will become more important
as consistency and predictability are increasingly important to ensure a profit.
With the possibility of lower
commodity prices, maximizing efficiency is paramount in any operation. There is a range of areas where
producers can evaluate efficiencies
from an operational standpoint,
and scaling back on crop nutrients
is often mentioned as a method to
cut expenses. While cutting back on
nutrients will have a direct impact
on your bottom-line, there also lurks
the specter of potential unintended
consequences. At what price are you
willing to risk cutting back on valuable nutrients? When does your decision to cut-back on nutrients impede
your potential to be more profitable?
While trying to cut crop nutrients,
you could be limiting your potential
for higher yields, and with lower
commodity prices, every bushel is
imperative.
Obviously every field is
different and not all fields are as
productive as others, but fine tuning
your nutrient requirements will help
you invest your money in the places

James Renner

Fine-tuning your nutrient
requirements will help you
invest your money in the
places it best serves you.

Market Updates

it best serves you. The emphasis should be
on improving and pushing yields where it is
economically feasible and making adjustments
on those fields that are not as productive, especially in years where the potential for lower
commodity prices is the forecast.
Improving yield is a great way to
negate lower commodity prices; at the same
time, focusing on tighter management of the
crop nutrients you apply is another great way
to improving and maximize your efficiencies
and profitability. There are many ways to
help improve the managing of the nutrients
in your soils. Routine soil sampling or having
your fields grid-sampled is an excellent tool to
help you know what nutrients you are lacking
or not lacking and exactly where in the field
potential problems might be occurring. This
will help you as a land manager decide where
you need to direct your focus on crop inputs.
Many agree that yields can be reduced by
upwards of 20% before visual symptoms of a
deficiency occur. Once visual symptoms have
appeared, yield loss has already occurred. The
cost to the producer associated with the loss of
production is by far higher than the cost of any
soil testing or tissue sample may incur.
At Farmers Coop, we have a wide variety of products available to address any nutrient requirements that you need, whether your
operation is setup for liquid or dry products.

Brad Scheer
We are in the midst of a nice fall harvest and have recorded just over 2 million bushel to date. With some timely rains
throughout the summer, we could have the potential for one of our best fall crops in quite some time. Unfortunately,
it never fails that when we have the bushels, commodity prices suffer. This is what we are seeing currently. Due to
good crop conditions throughout most of the U.S. as well as internationally, our commodity prices have suffered. The
U.S. dollar has been stronger also putting some outside pressure on the commodity prices. There is still a lot of uncertainty with the Chinese economy and in turn not a lot of demand for exports. This is proving to make for a bearish
market for fall crops. Don’t expect to see much of a rally unless there is some sort of drastic change that occurs either
with the outside markets, weather, or exports. The long term outlook on wheat is also looking bearish as the U.S. is
still overpriced in the world market. Make sure you are making good, sound marketing decisions when pricing your
grain. There is no certainty when it comes to marketing your grain, but only YOU know what you need to make things
work for your operation. We hope you have a great fall harvest and look forward to serving you during your harvest
needs.
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NEWS FROM THE

FEED STORE

Susie Graber

Joe Krehbiel

What does the future hold
for the cattleman? No one really
knows, but I think most agree that
the beef market has peaked. Gone
for now are the days when you buy
something one week and sell it the
next for a profit. As we look at the
future, we will need to sharpen our
pencil and strive to be profitable.
There are still extremely
good profits to be made, but things
have changed. Most producers
have an abundant supply of forage.
We now have to shift gears away
from complete feeds and figure
how we can supplement your
forages to get the most gain possible. When looking at the present
market, it still makes sense to
sell the most pounds of beef
possible especially
when the
price
per
pound
is as
close as it
is between 500800 pounders.
We need to look
at the cost per
pound of gain
and not concentrate on the ton
price of feed.
Moving
into supplemental feeds will cost
more per ton
but the inclusion rate is way
less. Pre-Con 5
will cost more

Preparing Fuel Needs
for the Winter

per ton than Pre-Con Complete, but it
only requires a 5 pound feed rate with
free choice forage where as Pre-con
complete should be fed at the 10 pound
rate with limited forage.
We have a number of supplemental choices for high forage rations
such as protein and stress tubs to creep
feeds with a high degree of limiters to
utilize more of your forages. Give us a
call, and we will help find what program will best fit your program.
As you get ready for winter,
don’t forget we stock anti-freeze, tank
de-icers, heat lamps and bulbs, gloves,
jackets, insulated boots, and much
more. And the big news: candy and
peanuts are arriving soon, so
come hungry! Thanks for
your business!

Fall is in the air, which
means winter will be knocking on
our door before we know it. We
will soon have our winter blend
diesel available for delivery.
It is always a good idea to
do tank maintenance before winter
comes. This includes draining any
moisture from the bottom of your
tank and changing your tank filter.
A few minutes of preparation now
can save big problems when the
snow is blowing and the temperature is plunging.
I have gotten a few calls
about contracting diesel for next
year. In the last 30 days, the contract price has jumped around in a
range from around $2.05 to $2.30 a
gallon. Anytime you would like to
check on contracting diesel, please
feel free to contact me or Brett
Dreiling in Garden Plain. We will
be happy to give you an up to date
price at that time.

Financing
Financing Program
Program
Available to You
Available to You

Brad Scheer

Brad
Scheer
Did you know that you have
the
opportunity to finance your seed and
chemical inputs with a low interest rate of 2.99%? With the help
of American AgCredit, this Input
Financing Program is designed to
save our growers money. On top of
the low interest rate, you can also
take advantage of early discounts
that are available to you by locking
in some of your costs right away.
The approval process is fast and
simple! To learn more about this
financing program, visit our website at www.gardenplaincoop.com
and click on the finance tab on the
menu located at the top of our page,
or ask one of your Farmers Coop
representatives.
[Quarter Four | 2015] Partners in Production

5

farmers cooperative

October is Coop Month!
In keeping with the
cooperative spirit of
working together with
our local communities,
the decision was made
to make $1,000
donations to different
places in our service
area that work to make
our communities a
better place to live and
raise our families. This
time we chose The Garden Plain Senior Center,
Kingman Area Ministries Inc., Pretty Prairie
Food Pantry, Cheney
Fire and EMS, and Norwich Fire and EMS.

gives back to community

pretty prairie food pantry

kingman area ministries inc.

norwich fire and ems

Garden Plain Senior Center

The Farmers Coop has been approved for a grant through CoBank’s
“Sharing Success” matching program that will match each of these donations.
The purpose of their program is designed to celebrate the vital role that their
customers play in individual communities across the country. Partnering with their
customers to support worthy causes they care about is a great way for CoBank to
make a positive difference and fulfill its mission of service to rural America.

cheney fire and ems
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VARIABLE RATE INPUTS

pH Surface (2014)

Doug Bates

Let’s face it--most of us only have X amount of money to spend on crop inputs. The question is where should
we spend that money? Nitrogen, phosphorus, or potassium? Will some micronutrient or specialty product that we
constantly hear about magically add 10-20% to our yields?
Two questions I ask to help guide inputs are
1) What crops are you growing? and
2) What is your pH?
If your main crop is
wheat, it can withstand a
lower pH and still make
a crop. On wheat, if pH
is low, aluminum will
be available in the soil
solution, and root growth
will be inhibited. There
are some “workarounds”
for wheat, however. You
can select low pH tolerant varieties and/or apply
phosphate fertilizer in row
to ward off the aluminum
toxicity. With pH in the
upper 4s, it will be hard for
phosphate alone to do any
good.
If your cropping system includes soybeans, they
are much more sensitive to
low pH. Soybeans will not nodulate at low pH levels, and it’s these
nodules that fix nitrogen from the air.
Forty bushel soybeans require 152# of
N, and if they can’t make their own, they have
to get it somewhere. If your soil is in
the 5s, then lime is needed to raise the pH to a more neutral range.
We applied have 8,305 tons of lime so far in 2015.
The majority of that was spread using variable rate technology. Both of our lime spreaders as well as all of our
other application equipment are capable of variable rate

application. We also have two dry airflows that can apply
up to three fertilizer products separately and at a variable
rate.
One benefit of variable rate is that you are getting the right rate of product in the right place. If you look
closely at the pictures to the right, the pH of this
field ranges from the very acidic 4.3 up to
an alkaline 7.8. Previous to grid
sampling and variable rate application, we would spread
two ton to the acre across
the entire field. At the rate
of two ton, only around
5% of the field is benefitting. Of the 127 acres, only
48 needs lime. At the two
ton/acre rate, the producer would have needed
to purchase 254 tons of
lime, but with grid samping, he only needed 146
ton. Hauling charges are
typically in the $20-$25/ton
range and spreading would
be $7.50/ton. The savings
in lime only for this field is
$26.00/acre, and you get the
benefit of that proper rate in
the proper location. Not every
field is this extreme, and you
may not necessarily save money
in every field, but at least you have the
confidence that the money you are spending
is money well spent.
If your pH is in-line with the crops you are growing, the money you spend on N, P, K, and other micronutrients are utilized to the level intended.
Call or stop in if you would like to discuss any of
your application needs. Remember, Farmers Coop is dedicated to putting the right rate of product in the right place
utilizing the latest in application equipment.

Ag Lime 50 ECC (2014)

UPDATES FROM THE BOARD
Chad Basinger

Fall is up on us, wheat is going in the ground, and fall
crops are coming into the elevator. As farmers, we are making
plans and preparations for another year. We are selecting wheat
varieties we want to plant and how and with what to treat that
wheat; we are selecting the amount of fertilizer to apply to each
field. Just as you plan for the future, your coop board has also
been planning for not just the next season, but we have been making decisions that will bring benefits for years to come. We have
implemented several decisions into action over the last several
months with more of these actions to come.
• The cardtrols at the Cheney and Garden Plain fuel facilities
have been updated with new equipment and faster pumps
for your convenience.
• We have updated some of our applicators with new leased
rigs to stay current with the technology and to be able to
cover more acres.
• One of our feed delivery trailers has been updated allowing
us to deliver more feed.
• A new, longer scale will be put in at the Varner location allowing some of the longer trucks to be able to weigh there.
• A new dryer is currently being installed at the Garden Plain
location allowing us to be able to take delivery of your wet
grain and get it dried down in a very timely fashion: 5 points
of moisture off of 3,000 bushel/hour.
• We are working on getting our CCGP elevator in Wichita converted over to the Farmers Coop since we now have 100%
ownership.
• We have in the works to expand some of our locations with
larger legs and more bin space to accommodate the grain
you continue to deliver to us.
• We are continuing to work at expanding our trade territory
with competitive bids and fast knowledgeable service on
products and application.
We are also pleased to announce the purchase of Strohl
Oil from the Strohl family in the Pretty Prairie and Kingman area.
This purchase will improve our efficiencies in the fuel business
as well as update our fleet of delivery trucks. We will enter into
the propane business again with this purchase as well as give us
another couple updated pump stations and tire and food shops.
These are of a few of the major projects we have been
spending some time on that will come into place in the very near
future if they haven’t already. The decisions of the board of directors and management have been how to secure the Farmers Coop
as a viable business in the future years to come. We will continue
to build for the future and be a quality supplier of agriculture
goods and services. Thank you for your patronage of your Farmers Coop.

If one growth factor/nutrient is deficient, plant growth
is limited, even if all other vital factors/nutrients are
adequate...plant growth is improved by increasing the
supply of the deficient factor/nutrient.
from Justus von Liebig’s “Law of the Minimum” published in 1873
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Potassium & Planning Ahead for 2016
Doug Scheer
Fall harvest 2015 is in full swing, and expectations are high after the generous rains and mostly moderate temperatures that we were
blessed with over the summer. Some producers I have visited with are
happy with the yields coming off of their fields, but at the same time, they
are a little disappointed and were expecting more and rightfully so. I believe
there is a fairly simple explanation for the good but not exceptional yields, and
although there are thousands of factors that affect a crop throughout its life cycle, I
believe potassium deficiency is a major factor. Tissue sample results from 2015 across
all three major fall crops of corn, sorghum, and soybeans all showed very similar and
alarming results which are summarized in the table below:

NEW
DRYER AT
GARDEN
PLAIN

Corn
Sorghum
Soybeans

Responsive
3
9
7

Deficient
8
6
5

Total
14
16
14

of pores may take hours instead of minutes and may be incomplete; therefore,
plants deficient in potassium are much
more prone to water stress. In addition, the accumulation of potassium
in plant roots produces a gradient of
osmotic pressure that draws water in to
the roots. Plants deficient in potassium
are less able to absorb water and are
subject to stress when water is in short
supply.
Another major role of potassium is in nutrient and energy transport
throughout the plant. If potassium is deficient, the translocation of other major
nutrients such as nitrates, phosphates,
calcium, magnesium, and amino acids
are severely depressed, which inhibits
other major plant functions such as
photosynthesis, protein synthesis, and
energy production which are all major
contributors to crop yield.
Lastly, potassium is a critical
component of cellulose production,
which is a direct component of plant
standability. Cellulose is the “woody”
part of the plant stem which gives a
plant its strength and rigidity and abil-

% R&D
78.57
93.75
85.71
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ity to hold up the weight of the plant
and grain. I find it very interesting that
when I talk to most sorghum producers, one of the major concerns when
determining a sorghum variety to plant
is lodging; yet, if you look at results of
our sorghum tissue samples, over 93%
of fields samples were either responsive
or deficient, indicating that we may be
creating our own problem.
In conclusion, the effects of
potassium deficiency can cause yield
potential and quality losses long before
any visuals symptoms appear. This
hidden starvation robs producers who
fail to keep potassium levels adequate
through the entire growing season.
Even short periods of deficiency during
a critical development stage can result
in serious yield losses. I would encourage everyone planning on planting
crops in the spring to plan ahead and
take a serious look at your potassium
management; it is often the least talked
about macronutrient, but managing it
correctly could pay you back the most!

Location Phone Numbers
Belmont: 620-297-3911
Cheney: 316-542-3181
1-800-525-7490
Main Office: 316-542-3182
TBA: 316-542-3381
Clonmel: 620-545-7138
Garden Plain: 316-535-2221
1-800-200-2122
GP Feed Store: 316-535-2291
Grain Market: 316-531-2681
Kingman: 620-532-2662
Murdock: call Cheney
Norwich: 620-478-2272

Notice that out a total of 44 samples from all three crops, only 6, or 13.6%, showed adequate supply of potassium concentration in the plants early in the growing season.
Many producers are pulling soil samples and having them analyzed, and typically,
results do not show the need to add much potassium (generally only 15-20 units).
So why are we deficient? I believe it’s a combination of the potassium that is in
the soil is tied up and not in a form available for plant roots to absorb and
that the base numbers used by soil analysis have not increased at the same
rate that our genetic potential has. Dryland soybeans in particular have
shown tremendous increases in yield potential and stress tolerance
due to genetic progress in the last 10 year span.
Potassium is vital to many
plant processes such as water use,
photosynthesis, transport of sugars
(energy), water transport, protein synthesis, and starch synthesis. I will not go
into detail on all of these processes, but
I would like to try and give an explanation of a couple that I feel are most critical.
One of the most important
roles of potassium to the dryland producer is water use and drought stress
tolerance. Plants depend on potassium
to regulate the opening and closing
of stomates, pores on the leaf which
exchange carbon dioxide, oxygen, and
water vapor with the atmosphere.
When potassium moves into guard cells
around the stomates, the cells absorb
water and swell causing the pores to
open up and let gasses travel freely in
and out. If water supply is short, potassium is pumped out of the guard cells,
and the cells close tightly to prevent loss
of water and minimize drought stress to
the plant. If potassium supply is short,
the stomates are slow to respond, and
critical water vapor is lost. The closure

1-800-525-7490
316-542-0463 (fax)

Anness: call Clonmel

2015 Tissue Sample Results for Potassium
Adequate
3
1
2

Farmers Cooperative
Elevator Company

Pretty Prairie & Varner: 620-459-6513
Rago: call Belmont

SEEKING PHOTOGRAPHS

This fall there is an improvement to grain handling underway at the Garden Plain location. A Meyer model
2650S grain dryer with a drying capacity of taking off
5 points of moisture from 3,000 bushels per hour is
being installed between the number 1 and number 2
elevators. This will allow increased speed and efficiency for handling fall crop this year and in the future.

Do you have a great photograph that you would like to
share with Partners in Production? We are looking for photographs to feature in upcoming issues. Photographs can
be of your operation, a great
farming moment captured on
film, a stunning landscape,
animals in nature, or anything
that relates to agriculture, production, or our beautiful area.
Submit photos to
emilykerschen@hotmail.com,
and we might just feature
your picture in a future issue.
[Quarter Four | 2015] Partners in Production
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FARMERS COOPERATIVE ELEVATOR COMPANY
106 E. SOUTH AVENUE
P.O.BOX 340
CHENEY, KANSAS 67025

OCTOBER

GARD’N

We are approaching our
average first frost date of October
26th. If you still have green tomatoes on the vine, you can pick them
prior to the frost when they are
still green and allow them to ripen
inside. They should be stored in a
cool place such as a cellar or basement room until you need them
for a BLT or some fresh salsa.
You still have time to seed
your lawn in October if you didn’t
take advantage of the best time in
September. You can still have some
success; however, the later you
wait, the success rate will decrease. It isn’t the frost that will kill the
young grass; it is the freezing and thawing of the soil that can potentially heave the young grass seedling out of the soil.

NOVEMBER

It is now time to apply
your second application of fertilizer to your cool season lawn.
Fertilizer applied this time of year
will provide for an early spring
green up as well as thicken up
your lawn.
It is also a good time to
apply weed control to your lawn.
An application of Weed Free Zone
this time of
year will kill
those winter
annual weeds
that seem to
appear out of nowhere the first warm day in the
spring. An example of a winter annual is Henbit.
Henbit is the weed that has the purple flower in
early spring.
Are you wondering what to do with all of
the leaves that fell from the trees? Try tilling some
into your garden soil. The freezing and thawing of
the soil in the winter will help break them down
and provide some great organic material for your
soil.

WISE

DECEMBER

Troy Simmons

They are calling for above average precipitation this winter, which could mean snow and/or ice. Be sure to use an ice melt product that
isn’t just sodium chloride (salt). Salt can be very damaging to lawns, trees, shrubs, and even concrete. A good ice melt product will contain
not only sodium, but potassium, magnesium, and calcium chloride. Happy Holidays and Happy New Year!

