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The Farmers Coop
started an internship
program last year
with Kim Kerschen
as our ȴrst oɟcial
intern. Kim is getting
ready to start her
senior year at Kansas
State University. We
are very fortunate
to have Kim back
with us again this
year helping
with tissue
samples.
Our intern
this summer
is Kris McCormick.
Kris just
ȴnished her
junior year at
Fort Hays

State University in
Hays, Kansas. She is
majoring in Business
Management, so she
is spending her summer with us in the
Administrative Oɟce
in Cheney. She has
been spending time
with each person
learning their roles
in our company and
aiding them in
their daily duties. Kris has
been a huge
help to us
this summer
and we appreciate her
interest in
our company.
These intern-
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WATER WISDOM

ships we provide are
not only beneȴcial to
the interns but also to
our company as well.
What better way to
recruit young talent
than to have them
come in for 12 weeks
and become
accustomed
with our
company
and what
it has
to offer.
If you or
anyone
you know is
interested in
doing an
in-

ternship with Farmers Coop, please
contact me, and we
can discuss it further.
It is important to
check with a university advisor as to
what is required by
the university as this
can vary. We
will continue
to provide
internships for
students looking for careers
in the agricultural industry as
we believe in what
we have to offer!

Several months ago we discussed the
topic of “water” being a worthy item
for a newsletter. The last few months
have reminded us of the importance of
the commodity; however, overall we still
lack the real long term signiȴcance of
a different mindset needed from all in
order to perserve this commoditiy.
Water is our most vital ingredient to sustain life
as we know it. Worse yet, we take it for granted each and
every day. We no longer have to carry an empty bucket to
the well and bring the full bucket back to the house. Whenever we want to use water in the house, in the barn, in our
yard, it is at our ȴngertips. Water is essentially a “free”
commodity that we use however and whenever we want.
We need water to make your morning coffee or to make a
great wine. We wash our pets with water, it helps to make
our lawn more colorful, and it helps to launch the space
shuttle. We like our bath or shower and relax with a jump
into it in the swimming pool.
These uses are some of the ȴrst that come to our
mind, but what about the hidden uses we seldom acknowledge? The electricity that the typical American uses at
home today requires 250 gallons of water a day to generate. Besides the electricity use, the typical household uses
another 99 gallons of actual water per day.
Think about this precious commodity just for a
second. The United States uses more water in a day than

amoun of oil used in a year.
the amount
We use mo
more water in four days
than the w
whole world uses of oil in
a year. Ho
However, thanks to more
c
efforts of conservation
and better eɟcien
ciencies, we use less water
today in the
th United States than we
did in 1980.
1980
On
One growing issue is the
water that leaks away from water
utilities. W
We lose one out of every
six gallons that we pump through our 100 year old municipal waterr ssystems. We hear through the news media about
some of the aging natural gas pipelines. There are also
other buried lines, such as water lines, that are aging.
Electric utilities and agriculture make up approximately 75 % of the nation’s total water usage. Our legislators have recently been to battle over the water right issue.
This issue will be more and more important and challenging in the future.
What things can we do to help the cause? We need
to be proactive rather than reactive. Agriculture will also
be challenged as to the uses and needs for water usage. It
is hard to argue that our nation and the world cannot be
nourished without the food and ȴber that is produced with
the help of water. However, the numbers are not in our
favor. There are fewer and fewer farmers every year.
We cannot let this important issue create an “us
versus them” society or stance. We all need to evaluate
our water usage practices that we use each and every day,
month, and year. We should look at alternative tillage practices, seed genetics, crop rotations, and ȴx that leaky faucet
in the kitchen today. We all have things that we can do, so
do the next generation a favor and conserve today.

HARVEST RECAP
Brad Scheer

Another harvest has come and gone, and we had an early start this year with the ȴrst wheat coming on June
3rd. Last year we received our ȴrst loads on the 8th of June, so we were about a week earlier with this harvest.
The lengthy drought that is still continuing made a big difference on yields, especially those that were double
crop acres or were used for wheat pasture. It was deȴnitely an unusual harvest compared to what we are
accustomed to. We ended up taking in just under 80% of what we received last year. From what I have been
hearing though, everyone has been pleasantly surprised as to what they ended up with for yields. As bad as we
thought it was going to be, we should consider ourselves very fortunate to have been able to have the harvest
we did. We appreciate everyone’s patience and understanding during a very busy time.

Ron Simon
Associate Director
Kris McCormick (left) and Kim Kerschen (right)
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Overheard coffee drinkers’ wit and wisdom:

A mistake is simply another way of doing things.
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CHAIRMAN’S
Insights
As producers, we
are fortunate to have access
to the best tools available to
help us make sound production decisions. From fertility
programs to crop input budgets
and marketing plans, all of
our members have access to
the latest and most up-to-date
information. There is one key
ingredient that we have limited
control over, though, and that
is weather. Despite a serious
shortfall of moisture for the
2011 wheat crop, our members
still managed to produce a crop
of nearly 80% of our ȴve-year
average. Based on current
conditions, we anticipate our
fall harvest may fall wellbelow our ȴve-year average.
We are hoping that one of our
members will develop a quick
solution to our current rainfall
challenge so that we can still
achieve our ȴve year average!
Each year, the Farmers Coop prepares an annual
budget for the upcoming ȴscal
year. The greatest wildcard
each year is the sales volume
for both bushels received and
tons of inputs sold and is primarily inȵuenced by weather
conditions. The budget and

business plan guides and
directs our decision-making
for the upcoming year and provides us with ȴnancial targets
to achieve so that we might
continue to pay cash patronage, retire equity, and make
necessary capital improvements for our members.
As part of our discussion, we take into account the
ability of our facilities and
equipment to handle the forecasted volumes. Our elevator
facilities are very adequate to
handle a ‘normal’ crop, but in
years with a large crop, they
are brim-full and tax our ability to eɟciently receive and
store the crop. With advances
in technology, farming practices, and seed genetics, we
anticipate that we may need to
consider increasing our ability
to handle larger crops. Currently, through CoMark Grain
Marketing, LLC, we are looking
for ways to more eɟciently
utilize our existing facilities
and have made signiȴcant
gains in our ability to handle a
large crop without substantial
capital investment.
At the current time,
we have no plans for substan-

Automated
Fuel Delivery
Systems
Greg Reno

tial expansion of our facilities,
and we will continue to look
for ways to increase the speed,
eɟciency, and reliability of our
existing facilities. We believe
this is the most prudent use of
our members’ capital in today’s
environment, but we will continue to monitor the long-term
trends for potential changes in
that strategy down the road.
During the past few
months, your board has approved investment in new
fertilizer and chemical application units. We believe these
investments mirror changes
in farming practices by our
members and support the
increases in row crop acres
and reduced tillage operations.
More recently, we were able to
secure a short-term lease on an
additional row crop machine
to cover a growing demand for
burn-down applications.
As always, we appreciate your support of the Farmers Coop and look forward to
serving you. Should you have
any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact me or any
other board member. We look
forward to visiting with you.

We are still converting patrons
to the Cenex Automated Fuel Delivery System. At the heart of the
system is a fuel monitor that we
install in your bulk fuel tank at
no cost to you. When fuel levels
change, the system automatically generates a fuel order. You
will continue to receive the same
dependable Cenex fuels and the
same personal service from our
cooperative. The only difference
is your fuel will now be delivered by CHS, our fuel supplier.
This is advanced technology at
its best, providing more convenience for you while helping
make your cooperative more
eɟcient.
With deferred billing,
you are billed only for the fuel
you actually use each month
similar to the way you are billed
for your monthly electricity
usage. Your cash ȵow improves
by not having to ȴnance the fuel
stored in your tank. Average
monthly pricing is a real advantage with today’s price swings.
You also still have the ȵexibility
to contract fuels while on this
system.
If you are interested in
participating in this program,
please contact Terry Donovan,
or talk to Jim or Dean when they
are in your area.

Application Hurdles
James Renner

The weather this year has been quite interesting to say the least; certain areas of the country are extremely dry while others are literally up to their waist in water; it is the classic feast or famine analogy. Our territory is also experiencing tough
conditions; we are extremely short on rainfall coupled with hail in certain areas and are having more than our share
of excessively windy days. This time of year, the wind does present a challenge for chemical application. It seems like I
say that every year but this year it particularly rings true. As with any product that carries a label, we, too, are bound by
the label of the chemicals we carry, whether it be crop restrictions or weather conditions. These are all factors that can
impede us; speciȴcally, we must adhere to the idea that “the label is the law.” Forward planning to have ȴelds sprayed or
fertilizer spread gives our employees the best opportunity to try and help you be the most eɟcient you can be while helping us work to be the safest and most eɟcient at covering all the acres across our region.
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JULY

We are getting to the time of year where water is a precious commodity to our yards and gardens. Fescue and bluegrass
lawns prefer the cooler weather in the spring and fall and hang
on for dear life during the summer. These grasses will require
more frequent watering to keep them from going dormant or dying. Buffalo and
Bermuda grass thrive in the hot weather and require less water. Soil should be wet
at least 8 inches deep. Use a metal rod, wooden dowel, electric fence post, or something similar to check depth. Dry soil is much harder to push through than wet. Do
not water just because it is Tuesday; water only when needed. Newly transplanted
trees need at least 10 gallons of water per week, and on sandy soils, they will need
that much applied twice a week. The secret is getting that water to soak deeply into
the soil, so it evaporates more slowly and is available longer to the plants’ roots.
If you have noticed lots of leaves stripped off of your tomato plants, it is
probably the work of tomato hornworms. Tomato hornworms
are the big green worms with spiny tails. You can pick them off
or spray with Hi-Yield Lawn, Garden, Pet, and Livestock spray.
Potatoes are ready to harvest when the vines are about
half dead. Onions are ready to harvest when about half the
plants have tops that have fallen over. This is a sign that the
onions are mature and need to be pulled out of the ground as
bulbs may sunburn without the foliage to protect them. The
secret to onions keeping well is to allow the tops to dry completely before storage.
It is time for the second application of Hi-Yield 38 Plus
to control bagworms. They are easy to control when they are
small; don’t wait until they get sealed up tight in their bags, or
you will be left to hand picking them off at that point. It is also
time to apply season long grub control as a preventative especially if you have had grub damage in the past. I recommend
Hi-Yield Grub Free Zone II.

SEPTEMBER

If you are planning on seeding a Fescue lawn this fall, now is the time. Fescue
will germinate very quickly in the fall because the soil temperature is warm
from the summer and there are fewer weeds to compete with the young seeds.
The most important thing when seeding is start with the best varieties and
cleanest seed available.nThe Gard’n-Wise Premium Fescue is a blend of ȴve
different varieties of Fescue that are tested here in Kansas by Kansas State
University. This premium blend is also some of the cleanest seed that you can
buy. A little bit of weed seed or other crop can ruin a bag of grass seed, not to
mention ruin your lawn. If you are over seeding,
apply the seed at 4-6 lbs per 1000 square feet. If
you are seeding bare ground, apply the seed at 6-8
lbs per 1000 square feet. Be sure
to apply a starter fertilizer with
the seed, which will ensure the
grass matures before the hardships of winter.
September is also the most
important time to feed a Fescue lawn. When fed in the fall,
Fescue will thicken up and also
green up earlier in the spring.
Make an application in September and then again in October
for a beautiful lawn next year.

AUGUST

If you are planning on planting
a new lawn in September, now is the
time to start preparing the site. Spray
the area to be planted with Hi-Yield
Killzall, which will kill any existing
grass and weeds growing in the area. If
you are trying to kill off Bermuda grass,
it would be a good idea to make an application starting in mid-July then again
in mid-August. Bermuda grass can be
persistent and take a few applications to
get rid of it.
Your strawberry crop next
spring is being determined right now.
For the next sixty days, water and fertilizer will make all the difference. Keep
the bed weeded, along with weekly
watering, maybe twice a week in this
heat, and fertilize. Ammonium nitrate
scattered across the patch and watered
in immediately will feed the plants for a
good bud set.
It is time to start planting a fall
garden again. Crops that can be planted
now include lettuce, radishes, spinach,
and similar crops. There is still time to
raise another crop of green beans along
with some summer squash.

GARDEN

WISE

To write with a broken pencil is pointless.

Troy Simmons
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MORE CROP FOR EVERY DROP NO-TILL. KNOW SOLUTIONS.

O

Doug Scheer

ur country’s increasing demand for food, fuel, feed,
d, a
and
nd
d ȴb
ber
er h
er
has
as lled
ed
d ou
our
leading seed companies down the path to maximize yields on every acre.
Over the past several years, we have seen dramatic changes in biotechnology geared toward producing higher yields such as herbicide and insect
resistant corn, higher yielding soybeans, and herbicide resistant wheat.
In order to continue this growth and meet the ever increasing demands of
agriculture production, researchers have begun to try to overcome the most limiting factor in agricultural production: water. Although some of the current technologies, such as seed treatments promoting a larger and stronger root system for
greater nutrient and water uptake and genetic selection for varieties that perform
better under limited water regions, have helped to overcome this obstacle, more
needs to be done.

Drought tolerant corn could be
the next big breakthrough in improving corn yields in not only the U.S.
but in other arid parts of the world as
well. The goal of drought tolerant corn
producers is to grow plants with longer,
deeper, penetrating roots that can
extract more water from the soil as well
as develop a plant that can more effectively conserve water in above ground
stalks and leaves. Researchers want to
change the
way a plant
develops so
that more
water can
be directed
toward
grain development.
Pioneer and
Syngenta
have both
released
hybrids in
2011 on a
trail basis with the drought tolerant
claim. These hybrids have been chosen
by traditional breeding and plant selection that has been done for many years.
Monsanto, on the other hand, has developed the ȴrst-ever biotech trait for
drought tolerance. We should see these
hybrids in plots and trials in 2012 and
on a large scale basis by 2013. Developing a drought tolerant crop is diɟcult
due to drought tolerance being affected
by a wide variety of genes and factors.
In preliminary trials, ȴrst generation drought tolerant corn has shown
or exceeded the targeted 6-10% yield
increase or 7-10 bu/acre in low yield en-
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vironments (70-130 bu/acre potential).
This increase can only be expected to
grow as more and more research is
done in improving these hybrids.
Another beneȴt to the drought
tolerant corn is that it could lead to
a reduction in insurance premiums.
Nearly 40% of all crop loss claims are
due to heavy or moderate drought
which results in 10-13 million acres
affected by at least moderate drought
or 15% of
the total
crop. With
this in mind,
Monsanto is
also doing
biotech research and
engineering other
drought
tolerant
crops such
as wheat,
cotton, and
sugarcane, crops typically grown in the
more arid regions of the U.S. in hopes
of boosting production and proȴtability.
As we know all too well after
this past year, water is a very valuable and limited natural resource that
can vary widely from year to year and
region to region. The new drought
tolerant technology may help alleviate
some of this drastic change from year
to year allowing us as producers to be
able to produce more consistent yields
and keep up with the growing demands
for food, feed, and fuel in the years to
come.

M

any of you may remember
that old commercial where the
drifter walks into the saloon
and the barkeep asks, “What’ll
you have?” The man answers,
“Potato chips.” “Potato chips?”
We all say, man the guy looks dry and
dusty from a long, hard trail. He eats the
chips and then opens his saddle bags to
bottles of “Teem.” I am sure that many
of you and your crops cannot wait for
when the sky opens up with “Teem”
giving us some relief from the hot dry
winds.
One of our producers was saying
the Chikaskia River may go dry soon.
He says that it has happened once that
he remembers in the 50s. Many records
are being broken, and if this continues,
many of the records from 1980 will fall.
I remember several things about that
summer, the ȴrst being our air-conditioner at home quitting (thank goodness
for basements), eating Bing cherries by
the handful (don’t ask me why I remember that, but it’s pretty vivid), and the
tractor overheating as we rolled clods
around.
Making my rounds during
harvest and helping my family haul a
few loads of wheat, I noticed that the
dry land corn was looking pretty rough;
it has since gone downhill even further
and may be gone by the time you read
this. My brother suggested that I look at

Doug Bates

a ȴeld that he had driven by that looked
quite different from others I had been
seeing. I was curious, so I drove over,
and low and behold, he was right--there
was a drastic difference. There were
two ȴelds to look at and there was only
one obvious difference. My brother
knows the farmer who is an avid notiller. The ȴelds were not showing much
stress at that time with good color, and
the leaves were not even rolled up during the heat of the day. The other ȴelds,
however, were close to being silage as
no amount of rain could help them at
that time. Now let me be clear, I do not
have any data comparing these ȴelds,
I don’t know the fertility levels, plant
date, population, rainfall amounts, etc.
It is purely visual evidence, but it was
drastic and deȴnitely got me to thinking
about water conservation and utilization.
In attending no-till meetings, I
have witnessed ȴrst hand the beneȴts
of water conservation and the lessened
impacts of soil erosion by both rain and
wind. I drove by a ȴeld not long ago that
nearly had the ditch blown full of topsoil
off of a ȴeld of corn that was about 3
inches tall planted in a tilled ȴeld. The
farmer had to re-plant as most of the
corn blew out or was damaged beyond
its ability to recover.
I used to work in western
Kansas and the pan-handle of Okla-

No-till soybean planted into corn residue
in western Sedgwick County

homa where no-till was a common and
necessary practice. One of my cooperators raised 110 bushel Milo on less than
3” of rain, none of it coming during the
growing season. He even won a national
contest. His soil had tremendous water
holding capacity, not unlike some of the
heavier soils around here. The residue
not only protects the ground from blowing, but slows the speed of falling rain
drops acting as a cushion allowing water
to soak into the soil instead of running
off down the ditch.
Recently I have heard farmer
conversations and have been asked
“What should we do with our ground?”
My response is usually that I would let
it set at least for the time being no-till
or not. There is a lot of data that indicates that you will lose from .5”-1.0” of
moisture with each tillage pass. There
are additional losses of up to 6” due to
evaporation. This is moisture that we, in
some cases, do not even have and deȴnitely do not want to lose if we are lucky
enough to have it.
I have heard people say that when they
started no-till farming it was like moving the farm 200 miles east where they
typically receive more rain.
I can hear it now: grumbling
from some of you and some heck yeahs
from others. No-till is not new, so many
of you have deȴnite opinions about
it. Some are valid, and some are just
stubborn--“well that’s the way to do it
because that’s the way my grandpa or
dad did it.” If you cannot or do not want
to rotate to other crops, no-till probably
will not work for you. If you want to
conserve water, and reduce soil erosion
it may be worth taking a look at. With
the weather that we have been having, it
is deȴnitely not hard to see the attributes of no-till farming.
As you drive down those hot dry
dusty roads sipping on a “Teem”, see if
you can tell why some crops just seem to
be hanging in there longer than others.
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A Look at the Growing Season
Larry Werner

Average
Temperature
51o
Total
Rainfall
5.8”
Total
Snowfall
17”
Average
Price
$7.59

Whenever planting
wheat around the
October time period,
the big question that
we always have is,
“will there be enough
moisture throughout
the year to nurture
this crop to produce
yields that will make
this investment a sound
and proȴtable one?”
First of all, there is never
any assurance that anything that a farmers does
will be proȴtable. There
are so many factors that
enter into the picture
throughout the growing
period that can affect the
outcome of the cash crop:
temperatures, rainfall,
and snowfall just to name
a few. Often, all we can do
is hope farming will be a
proȴtable venture.
Last fall our
area farmers entered into
what would have been
considered a typical fall
for planting wheat with
hopes that things would
fall into place throughout
the winter providing them
with a bountiful wheat crop
as long as another factor,
price, would be suitable to

give them a cash crop with signiȴcant proȴt. So what I have
done was to make a chart showing the amount of moisture that
this past wheat crop received
and how the price reacted.
Although, as we all know, the
wheat price determined by the
world market more so than
what happens on a local basis.
Since I have this information
in my daily log, I decided to
include the temperature, as this
is sometimes of great importance especially when moisture
is at a minimum and temperature plays a great role in plant
survival. I am including only
those days when we received
moisture. The beginning of this
chart will be October 1st as
this is close to the beginning of
wheat planting time.
I really cannot say for
sure what you might learn
from this chart other than how
much moisture we actually did
get from sowing to harvesting
and what the average price
was through this whole ordeal. We also learn that we did
have somewhat mild weather
throughout this period and
even though we did get limited
moisture we did have cool to
mild temperatures for this past
wheat crop in which to grow.

Averages/totals for this
year’s wheat crop
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Date

oF

Moisture Amount

Price

October 10

73

.10”

$5.58

October 18

71

sprinkles

6.32

October 19

70

sprinkles

6.15

October 25

69

sprinkles

6.21

November 1

52

1/10”

6.54

November 11

65

sprinkles

6.73

November 12

41

1.5”

6.35

November 17

36

1.4”

6.00

November 21

61

sprinkles

6.14

November 22

60

sprinkles

6.17

November 24

61

sprinkles

6.29

December 23

38

freezing drizzle

7.53

January 9

50

began snowing

7.60

January 10

25

4-5” snow

7.55

January 19

27

mist/flurries

7.91

February 1

11

6” snow

8.43

February 7

41

sprinkles

8.72

February 8

7

4-6” snow

8.91

February 24

35

.20” rain/flurries

7.80

February 26

25

misty

8.06

March 13

72

showers/snow

7.89

March 24

43

.10”/hail

7.69

March 28

42

mist/drizzle

7.73

April 7

61

sprinkles

8.50

April 8

80

.10”

8.60

April 18

72

.10”

8.24

April 25

55

.50”

8.97

April 26

57

.10”

8.87

May 1

72

ligh shower

8.29

May 11

86

.10”

8.28

May 13

52

.10”

7.99

May 18

58

.20”

8.78

May 19

79

.30”

8.84

May 20

73

1”

8.73

WATER AVAILABILITY AND QUALITY
Joe Krehbiel

There is always good news in every
situation. The dry, hot weather has greatly
increased our water tank sales! Yes, I know,
“not funny,” but here are some interesting
facts about water requirements for livestock that I would like to share with you.
The ȴrst essential nutrient for
living organisms is water. Water makes up
over 98% of all molecules in the body and
is necessary for regulation of body temperature, reproduction, lactation, digestion,
lubrication of joints, eyesight, and as a
cleaning agent. Water is the most important nutrient for cattle as well. It accounts
for 50-80% of an animal’s weight and is
involved in every physiological process.
Cattle cannot
adapt to water
restrictions, and
feed intake will
be greatly decreased if water
is restricted. Water availability
and quality can
become a major
issue during a
drought. It is important to check
water sources
frequently during a drought.
Limiting intake can depress animal performance more quickly and drastically than
any other nutrient deȴciency. Domesticated
animals can live about 60 days without food
but only about 7 days without water. Hearing and sight are also impaired without
water.
The amount of water an animal
needs each day is dependent upon size,
stage of production, condition, and average
daily temperature. Water requirements at
95 degrees is double than when temperature is at 50 degrees Farhenheit. Cows and
bulls need 15 to 20 gallons of water per
day during the summer months. Diet also
affects the amount of additional water an
animal will need every day. Cattle grazing
lush growth that contains 75% water will
need much less additional water than cattle
fed any feeds or hay containing only 10%
water. Daily water requirements when the
daily high temperature is 90 degrees is as
follows:
•
Growing animal: 2 gallons per 100# of
body weight

•

Cow/calf pair: 2 gallons per 100# of
body weight
•
Dry cow: 1 gallon per 100# of body
weight
•
Bull: 1 gallon per 100# of body weight
Water is the most important
nutrient for cattle, but providing clean
water for cattle is often overlooked. Most
problems will occur in the summer when
pond water is contaminated with one of the
anti-water quality factors such as manure,
dissolved solids, nitrates, algae, or sulfates.
Research is variable but has shown weight
gain increases up to 20% in calves that are
provided water pumped into a tank versus
calves drinking from a pond to which they
have access.
Poor water quality can lead not
only to poor performance and
poor reproduction that ofen
goes unnoticed,
but it can also be
deadly. Special
attention should
be given to
water quality
during the hot
summer months
when most
problems occur. Using the best quality water available will contribute to the optimal
production of cattle. Restricted water consumption of drinking ware with high levels
of nitrates, total dissolved solids, sulfates, or
other contaminants can affect production
and reproduction. Drinking water quality
should be part of an evaluation when there
is a problem with poor cattle performance.
The only way to be sure if a problem exists
is to test the water for anti-quality factors.
Also for your information, keep in
mind round water tank capacity:
•
5’x 2’ - 294 gallons
•
6’x 2’ - 423 gallons
•
7’x 2’ - 576 gallons
•
8’x 2’ - 752 gallons
•
9’x 2’ - 952 gallons
•
10’x 2’ - 1175 gallons
With feed inventories also in short
supply, make sure you check with us for
your creep feed and cube needs. July prices
are looking much better. It may be the time
to contract. Thanks again for your business
Have a great summer!

Information sources: The University of Georgia College of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences and Greg Lardy , Beef Cattle Specialist and Charles Stoltenow, Extension Veterinarian

A dentist and a manicurist married. They fought tooth and nail.
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Post-Harvest Marketing

Another wheat harvest has come and gone.
Harvest was much better than expected in both quantity and quality. Overall, CGM took 90% of an average
wheat crop while xxpectations were around 65% of
normal. The quality of the crop was also very good
with the average test weight at 61.8 and the average
protein around 12.6%. Milling yield of the wheat was
not as good as last year’s, however; the poor ȵour
yield has to do with the small kernel size of this year’s
crop.
What a difference a year makes. Last year’s
wheat basis was record wide, and this year it got to
levels much closer to normal. We had many things
working for us on the basis side going into and during
wheat harvest this year. Basis is driven by local supply and demand. On the supply side, we had lower
than normal supply. The demand side is where things
really got hot. We had a good quality crop that buyers
want. Terminals had space that they wanted to ȴll.
The futures market is paying good carry from July
forward so everyone wants to ȴll space to capture
that carry. So less supply and more demand equals
stronger basis, while last year we had adequate supply and weak demand.
While we are talking about the strong ba-

Ryan McCoy

sis during harvest, it is a good time to bring up one
marketing option that allows you to take advantage of
strong basis. Basis contracts allow you to lock in basis
and apply futures at a later date. For example, if basis
goes to -20 KC September you could lock that basis in
and price the futures before the KC September ȴrst
notice day (August 30). For now, basis values seem to
be inverted (future basis wider than nearby basis),
but since there is carry in the futures market, it is
about a wash on the cash price. For example, KC September is $7.50 and -30 Sep Basis = $7.20 cash, and
KC Dec is 7.75 and -55 Dec Basis = $7.20 cash. Basis
contracts are the opposite of HTA contracts. HTA contracts give you the opportunity to lock in a favorable
futures price while you wait for a basis to be offered
or basis improvement at a later date.
Hopefully by the time you receive this newsletter we will have received rain. Corn in our area
is either struggling or in some cases already burned
up. Beans seem to be hanging on but are not looking good, and milo is also struggling or not coming
up because of lack of moisture. I have heard several
people say that they have seen it this dry but never
this early. Hopefully Mother Nature gets us caught up
on moisture soon.

Am I legal to sell another’s grain?
Brad Scheer

A CULTURE OF SAFETY
Mark Trollope

Overheard coffee drinkers’ wit and wisdom:

1-800-525-7490
316-542-0463 (fax)

Location Phone Numbers
If you were
anywhere near the
Cheney location of
Farmers Coop Elevator
Co. on Friday afternoon, May 13th, you
may have had the
opportunity to witness
several of the Farmers Coop’s employees
working side by side
with the local ȴre department and EMS to
perform a rescue from
the ȵat storage building on the west end of
the facility. The simulated accident occurred
at approximately 2:00
P.M. on Friday when
an employee working
in the storage building got his leg caught
in a screw auger used
to pull the grain out of
the building and into
a waiting grain truck.
Employees working
around the “accident”

quickly sprung into action by stabilizing the
victim and immediately
placing a call to 911.
Minutes later the ȴre
department and EMS
were on site to oversee
the rescue and to take
over the medical care
of the victim. With the
Coop having specialized
equipment on site that
could quickly facilitate
the rescue, they were
given the task of cutting
the auger apart to free
the victim.
Although it took
nearly forty minutes
to complete the task of
safely removing their
fellow employee from
the equipment, the ȴrst
responders applauded
the efforts and abilities
of the Coop employees.
The injured employee
was then placed on a
backboard and removed

An obstacle we have found ourselves coming across more and more is the producer’s ability to call up and sell
grain for another party. We have several tenants with landlords that would like for the tenants to take care
of selling their crops as they are delivered into the elevator or family doing the same for one another. From a
legal standpoint, Farmers Coop has to make sure that we are doing what is correct for all parties involved. So,
one must pose the question, “Am I legal to sell another’s grain?” The answer to that question is yes, if and only
if you have the legal documentation stating that you have authorization to buy or sell the other party’s assets.
If you do not have the legal documentation or have not presented that documentation to Farmers Coop, then
legally we cannot allow you to do so. As much as I hate how this can be an inconvenience to some, we have
to make sure we are operating our company in a way that protects all parties involved from any legal issues
that could have been avoided with the proper legal documentation. If you do take care of any transactions for
another party, please make sure to present us with the appropriate documentation so we can keep a copy on
ȴle for future referencing.
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Farmers Cooperative
Elevator Company

from the building over a
ȴve foot high wall to an
ambulance which only
had a short travel to get
the victim to the awaiting Life Watch helicopter if need be in a true
accident.
This was a reallife training exercise
that completed a two
day specialized safety
and rescue training
held for 18 employees of
the Farmers Coop. During this training, employees were not only
introduced to several
new pieces of safety
and rescue equipment,
they also had hours of
hands on training how
to properly use it and
other available equipment to safely perform
regular operations and,
if need be, to stabilize
a situation until appropriate ȴrst responders
could make it on site.
This is just one
more way the Farmers
Coop has demonstrated
its desire for a culture
of safety within the
company for all of its
employees and customers who regularly visit
any of our eleven locations.

Accidents hurt; safety doesn’t.
Coop employees work with local
EMS to practice what to do if an
accident were to occur on-site.

A thief who stole a calendar got twelve months.

Anness: call Clonmel
Belmont: 620-297-3911
Cheney: 316-542-3181
1-800-525-7490
Main Office: 316-542-3182
TBA: 316-542-3381
Clonmel: 620-545-7138
Garden Plain: 316-535-2221
1-800-200-2122
GP Feed Store: 316-535-2291
Grain Market: 316-531-2681
Kingman: 620-532-2662
Murdock: call Cheney
Norwich: 620-478-2272
Pretty Prairie & Varner: 620-459-6513
Rago: call Belmont

UPCOMING EVENTS
July 23rd
Kingman County 4-H Horse show at the
Kingman County Activity Center
July 28th – August 1st
Kingman County 4-H Fair at the
Kingman County Fairgrounds
July 27th – August 1st
Reno County 4-H Fair at the Kansas
State Fairgrounds in Hutchison
August 5th – 7th
Sumner County 4-H Fair in Caldwell
August 16th
Beef Conference in Manhattan; for
more information call 785-532-1504
August 18th & 19th
Risk & Profit Conference in Manhattan;
for more information call 785-532-1504
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FARMERS COOPERATIVE ELEVATOR COMPANY
106 E. SOUTH AVENUE
P.O.BOX 340
CHENEY, KANSAS 67025

While many parts of southcentral and western Kansas experience extreme
drought, other parts of the country face flooding, which presents an entirely
different set of struggles. Enough water is pouring out of Lewis and Clark Lake in
Yankton, South Dakota and into the Missouri River to cover a football field 3 1/2
feet deep every second; this, along with water released from five other Missouri
River reservoirs, has resulted in major flooding throughout the Upper Plains and
Midwest. This aerial photo of Atchison, Kansas in northeast Kansas shows the Missouri River spilling over its banks early this July.

