
Rock Art is found in many parts of Africa, however  

in Southern Africa, where most of the art was 

created by ancestral bushmen, it is in Namibia 

where we find some of the finest and oldest art. 

Meanwhile the setting for these sites is one of 

the wildest, most spectacular desert landscapes 

anywhere. I have recently been invited by my 

friend, Pierre Jaunet of Catalina Safaris, to join 

him in leading a safari to visit some of the 

most interesting sites, which also gives us the 

opportunity to explore some of the country’s 

wilder places. African Rock art has been my passion 

for the last 25 years and I have so far documented 

sites in over 22 African countries, yet Namibia has 

always been one of my most special places, the 

scene of many wonderful adventures and the 

subject of a book, Namib, which I published before 

rock art took control of my future. 

Safari Overview by Pierre Jaunet

With my good friend, David Coulson, an 

international Nairobi-based expert who published  

the définitive work on Africa’s Rock art some years 

ago, and is author of a major illustrated book on 

Namibia, we initially agreed last year to organise 

à 2 week trip looking for some of the most 
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exceptional art in Zimbabwe. This trip was a great 

success with the French and English group that 

came with us. And now, this year David and I have 

decided to take you in search of other exceptional 

rock art, this time in Namibia. As we have seen in 

the Sahara and in Zimbabwe, rock art is normally 

found in beautiful wild places, and the same is so 

in Namibia. Here you will see many  engravings 

and carvingsas well as beautiful paintings like the 

famous White Lady of the Brandberg, so named by 

the legendary Abbe Breuil, then (1950s) considered 

as the doyen of French rock art and therefore 

World rock art. While the White Lady is indeed an 

exceptional painting and may be 2000 years old 

the Central figure is neither  white and nor a lady! It 

seems the Abbe got a bit carried away!

The famous engravings of Twyfelfontein, a World 

Heritage Site, are situated next to the so-called 

Burnt Mountain, an old volcano sitting on an 80 

million year old lava flow which glows a rich red 

color at sunset in contrast to the nearby sandstone 

hills.

Namibia is a geological paradise. In the Erongo 

Mountains one is in fact in the middle of a vast 

old volcano, active 20 million years ago, which 

once spread its lava over a vast area. The granite 

Mountains which remain today were formed far 

beneath the earths crust but exposed eventually 

as the surface was eroded over millions of years. 

Today we see gigantic boulders strewn like dice 

in a giants playground, some of them the size of 

multi-storey buildings. It is in the midst of this crazy 

landscape that we shall visit Philipp Cave which 

contains many amazing paintings of elephant, 

giraffe and a regal figure resembling a pharaoh!

Another special feature of Namibia is its Atlantic 

coastline which stretches some 1500  kilometers 

from north to south, it’s hinterland being the 

Namib Desert. Southward from the little German 

Town of Swakopmund (Namibia was a former 

German colony) the Namib dunes come right 

down to the ocean. South of Walvis Bay, thanks 

to the experience and knowledge of my friend 

Bruno Nebe we shall be going in specially adapted 

vehicles to a bay known as Sandwich Harbour. 

Despite its name this is a magnificent wilderness 

where immense dunes descend to meet the ocean. 

Here it is not uncommon to come across colonies 

of seals as well as Oryx and springbuck, while 

offshore whales swim close to the beach.

Tsisab Valley in the Brandberg Massif, home of the 

famous White Lady  painting

Rock engravings at Twyfelfontein World Heritage rock 

art site
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Returning to the interior of this wild land, we cross 

the Namib Desert passing through the Kuiseb Canyon 

on our way and come to Sossusvlei known for its 

immense dunes, among the world’s highest. After 

exploring this area we head further south visiting 

more remote sites including a painting of a whale 150 

Kes from the sea. Finally to conclude this artistic and 

geological tour we offer you the spectacle of the Fish 

River Canyon.

Your Itinerary by Day 

17/9/2019  Arrival at Windhoek at midday and drive 

north for first night to a lodge at foot of the Waterberg 

Plateau - Weavers Rock Camp.

18/9:  From Waterberg we visit some rock engravings 

not far from the village of Kamanjab on the farm, 

Onjowewe and spend the night in the farmhouse 

which can accommodate 10 people, with a few tents 

in the garden. 

19/9:  We drive across the Grootberg range in the 

direction of Palmwag using a narrow bush track that 

leads us to the Huab riverbed, where we shall look 

for desert elephants (elephants specially adapted for 

living in desert conditions. Camp in the Huab riverbed.

20/9:  Early morning drive looking for elephants & 

even desert “rhinos” . Then, reaching the Twyfelfontein 

area we visit 2 engraving sites. Later drive south 

towards the Brandberg Massif and overnight either at 

the Brandberg White Lady Lodge or at the Brandberg 

Rest Camp. 

21&22/9: Morning devoted to visiting White Lady 

and other sites in the Tsisab (“Leopard”) Ravine. In 

the afternoon of 22nd we drive south east to Ameib 

Ranch/Lodge in the Erongo Mountains where we’ll 

spend 2 nights in the same Lodge to give us a full day 

in order to explore the area and to visit Philipp Cave 

etc.

23/9: Drive from the Erongo to Swakopmund via the 

Spitzkoppe mountain, a national landmark sometimes  

known as the Matterhorn of Namibia. Explore 

Swakopmund late afternoon and stay at hotel.

24/9: Drive with Bruno Nebe and his team with 

whom we’ll explore the huge dunes that descend 

to the Atlantic around Sandwich Bay. Return to 

Swakopmund. Stay hotel.
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25/9: Cross the Kuiseb River  at the Canyon on 

the way to Sossusvlei where we can explore 

the famous dunes (1000 ft). Overnight at a fully 

equipped Camping site east of  Sossusvlei. 

26/9: Full day in dunes at Sossusvlei. Camp as 

before at Sesriem.

27/9: Between the mountains of the central 

plateau and the Namib dunes we come across 

a completely unexpected sight, Duwisib Castle, 

a grand residence built by a German baron, 

Hansheinrich Von Woolf before the First World War 

when Namibia was a German colony. Further south 

we visit some rock paintings on a farm and see a 

depiction of a boat. 

28/9: In the Aus area David knows some important 

rock engravings on a farm called Aar. Overnight at 

a lodge in Aus - Klein Aus Vista. 

 29/9: Our last day will be devoted to visiting the 

Fish River Canyon. Overnight at Keetmanshoop 

hotel. “Birds Mansion”. 

30th: Drive north back to Windhoek. 

1/10: Departures

Giant sand dunes near Sossusvlei

Rock painting of a Whale’s Tail (Fluke) in Southern 

Namib - near Aus
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COST OF YOUR TRIP

The cost of your trip, based on a group of 6 to10 people will be btw €5000 & €5500 per person, 

depending on numbers.

DURATION OF TRIP

The trip is 14 days, from your arrival at Windhoek airport until your departure from Windhoek. 

THE ABOVE COST INCLUDES

• Transport in 4x 4 vehicles for the duration of the trip

• Hotels and meals during the trip

• Guides, drivers and fuel

• Park and site entry fees

• Transfers from hotel to airport (1/10)

• Optional services and activities

www.africanrockart.org

THE ABOVE COST DOES NOT INCLUDE

• International air tickets

• Visa costs

• Alcoholic drinks

• Personal expenses

• Tips

Hunter with bow and arrows, Ameib, Erongo Mnts

Oryx in the Namib dunes near Atlantic coast 

A welwitschia mirabilis plant growing in the Namib 

All photos in this brochure were taken by David Coulson © except for  for Desert Elephant Image on Page 1


