
 

 
 

THE MATURE DISCIPLE 
 
 
Discipleship to Jesus is a deeply personal, complex work of God in the life of every believer.  While 
recognizing the complexity of each person’s journey with the LORD, we believe the characteristics 
listed below help us think through what maturity in Christ looks like. These qualities are by no means 
exhaustive but they are primary and represent a life centered in the person and work of Jesus. A 
mature disciple is: 
 
1. Saturated in love (Matt 22:37-40; Jn 13:35). Above all else, maturity in Christ is marked by 

unconditional love. The disciple’s life is defined and ordered by love for God. Our highest end 
is to love God and walk in intimacy with Him; indeed, it is the reason we exist. In light of this, 
every aspect of life is driven by this one reality. Love is more than mere emotion; it is a deep 
unity that works itself out through obedience to God. The love of God naturally drives out any 
manifestation of allegiance to self or the flesh, resulting in the disciple’s ego consistently dying. 
This frees the disciple to love others selflessly, knowing that vain, selfish attempts to gain 
something though relationships with others are unnecessary because the disciple’s identity is 
firmly rooted in love for God. 
 

2. Clothed in humility (Phil 2:3-5; Jas 1:2-4). As the disciple lives a life of love for God the self 
progressively fades into nothing, resulting in a true humility rooted in a personal knowledge of 
the fallen human condition and appreciation for the grace of God through the sacrifice of 
Jesus on the cross. The nearer a person draws to the holiness of God the clearer the depth of 
sin is realized. As God’s grace draws the disciple in, the self is exposed in the light of God’s 
glory, and is then forgotten altogether as the disciple is captivated by the beauty and love of 
God. This process is graciously painful because the self dies hard and requires various measures 
of trial and pain to accomplish humility in the deepest recesses of the human heart. The LORD 
shepherds the disciple through significant pain or crisis and in the process reveals the total 
deficiency of self and the absolute sufficiency of Jesus. The need for self-exaltation is gone 
and replaced with the aroma of Christ as the disciple lives out a life of love as a redeemed 
child of God. 

 
3. Authentic in community (Heb 10:24-25). The mature disciple knows fully and is fully known.  

Relationships are developed intentionally and trust is built as relational investments are made 
on a regular basis. The disciple develops the community and works to establish and maintain 
an environment that fosters vulnerability and authenticity, providing a safe place for 
confession and disclosure. Because each member has freely received the grace of God, 
grace is freely extended to others. Sin is addressed promptly and loving correction is given and 
received as the community agrees with the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit. The community 
exhibits vigilance in resolving conflict, in no way surprised by the need for it, but works hard to 
keep lines of communication open to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace 
(Eph 4:3). While the community appropriately deals with sin and conflict it does not wallow in 
it but quickly moves on in God’s grace and forgiveness, continuing to encourage one another 
in the love of God. 

 
4. Orthodox in belief (2 Tim 2:15). The love of God drives the disciple to know God as He has 

revealed Himself through His Son Jesus, about whom Scripture testifies. Growing in knowledge 
allows the disciple to think rightly about God, and therefore rightly love Him.  This discipline is 
cultivated because of a strongly held conviction that a person can and should consistently 



grow in the knowledge of God. The humble disciple who processes what is learned through 
biblical community is then equipped to refute ideas about God not rooted in Scripture, both 
personally and in the lives of others. The equipped disciple then intentionally seeks to teach, 
coach, and shepherd others toward a deeper knowledge of God, resulting in greater intimacy 
with Him. 

 
5. Strong in mission (Matt 28:19-20). Through a loving relationship with God the disciple comes to 

know the privilege of participating with God in His mission. Because the disciple’s identity is 
rooted in what Christ has done there is no need to prove value or worth to God through activity 
done for Him. We participate with God as sons and daughters, not as insecure people 
attempting to validate their existence through hyper-activity and accomplishing “great” 
things for Him, often the result of a deeper and more complicated form of pride. The results of 
our activity in His mission are firmly in His hands. This frees the disciple to be used by God in 
powerful ways that bring about the expansion of the kingdom of God in the hearts of people, 
resulting in deep, abiding life change through the power of the Holy Spirit. Because this is what 
the LORD has wrought in the life of the disciple, it is also what the Spirit produces through the 
life of the disciple in the lives of others . . . we reproduce according to our kind. Through the 
work of the Spirit the mature disciple leaves a legacy of lives saturated in love, clothed in 
humility, authentic in community, orthodox in belief and strong in mission. Truly, we are known 
by our fruit (Matt 7:20). 

 
While maturity in Christ may be more comprehensive than the five characteristics listed above, it 
is not less. We believe these are the five primary, measurable marks of the mature disciple. It is our 
prayer that all of us would continually grow in each of these areas as the Spirit works to transform 
us into the image of Christ, for our good and the glory of God (2 Cor 3:18). 

 


