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Application	  is	  the	  means	  by	  which	  one	  
answers	  the	  question,	   “What	  difference	  does	  
it	  make?”

Context,	   observation	   and	  interpretation	   are	  so	  
important	   because	  they	  determine	  how	  you	  act.	  	  A	  
lack	  of	  understanding	   or	  laziness	  in	  observing	  and	  
interpreting	   leads	  to	  inaccurate	  application,	   the	  result	  
of	  which	  is	  a	  life	  ordered	   apart	  from	  God.

1.	  Relevant
2.	  Accurate
3.	  Concise
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1.	  Too	  many	  differences
2.	  Ignorance
3.	  Cultural	  pressure
4.	  Hardness	  of	  heart
5.	  Overemphasis	  on	  action

1.	  Affirmation	  without	  activation
2.	  Christianity	  without	  Christlikeness
3.	  Selectivity	  without	  sensitivity
4.	  Emotion	  without	  volition

“Grant,	   Lord,	  that	   I	  may	  know	  myself,	   that	  I	  may	  know	  
you.”

Augustine	  
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“Know yourself and you will have a wholesome fear of
God. Know God and you will also love God. You must
avoid both types of ignorance, b ecause without fear
and love, s alvation is not possible. Without knowledge
of self, we have no knowledge of God.”

Bernard	  of	  Clairvaux,	  Sermon	  37

“Our soul is so deeply grounded in God and so
endlessly treasured that we cannot come to knowledge
of it until we first have knowledge of God . . . we can
never come to the full knowledge of God until we first
clearly know our own soul.”

Julian	  of	  Norwich,	  Revelations	  of	  Divine	  Love

“The knowledge of God and the knowledge of
ourselves are bound together by a mutual tie.”

John	  Calvin,	  Institutes
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“To know God and yet know nothin g of our own
wretched state breeds pride; to real ize our misery and
know nothing of God is mere despair; but if we come to
the knowledge of Jesus Christ we find our true
equilibrium, for there we find both human misery and
God.”

Blaise Pascal,	  Pascal's	  Pensees 525-‐27

“One wonders whether the perceived shallowness that
seems to pervade much of the church today is in part
due to our knowing many of the right answers, yet
failing to integrate those answers into the reality of our
daily lives. Somewhere along the way many Christians
have abandoned this notion of a “double knowledge”
dynamic in the Christian life . . .

“ . . . There are many Christians floundering in their spiritual lives
today because they have, in one form or another, failed to
appreciate the interrelationship between knowledge of God and
knowledge of self. Either they have falsely equated Christian
maturity with a self-‐actualizing journey that ignores the horizon
of God’s character and work, or they have reduced their ‘growing
up into Christ’ into a heady exercise that equates biblical IQ with
genuine sanctification.”

Reese	  and	  Loane,	  Deep	  Mentoring
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“This is eternal life: that they know you, th e only t rue
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”

John	  17:3

“Why do you call me,
‘Lord, Lord’ and do not
do what I say?”

Jesus	  of	  Nazareth


