
Mooresville Veterans 
Memorial 

A History of the Memorial 



During World 
War II, 
Mooresville 
had a 
Community 
Service Roll 
which honored 
the local men 
who were 
serving in the 
armed forces.  
By late 1944, 
the 
Community 
Service Roll 
had fallen into 
disrepair.  

Photo & Information 
from the Mooresville 
Public Library 
Scrapbook. The  
“Community Honor 
Roll Ruined” story 
appears to be from the 
Mooresville Times in 
December 1944.  



In 1948, the VFW, 
American Legion, and 
Lions Club banded 
together to create 
permanent memorial 
adjacent to Newby 
Elementary School and 
(at that time) 
Mooresville High 
School.  
A Mooresville 
Community Memorial 
Association was 
formed.  



The new Memorial 
was part of a 
recreation center 
which included the 
Mooresville High 
School Football 
Field (named 
Memorial Field). 
The fields were 
later used by local 
youth football after 
the high school 
moved and a new 
high school field 
was built.  
The changes to the 
area at that time 
also included 
naming the street 
“Memorial Drive.” 



By 1976, the Memorial needed to be updated with the names of the seven 
men who had lost their lives during Korea and Vietnam.  A Rededication 
Ceremony was held on Memorial Day of that year, along with a 
community parade.  



1976 Rededication 
Ceremony 













The VFW and American 
Legion Posts continued to 
hold ceremonies on Veterans 
Day and Memorial Day.  
 

By 2008, the area had become 
overgrown and was difficult 
to see from the more heavily 
traveled Monroe St./State 
Road 267.  Another 
serviceman had also lost his 
life in the line of duty, this 
time in the War on Terror.  A 
new Mooresville Veterans 
Memorial committee was 
formed. 

Above photos from Veterans Day 2004, 
Bottom photos from spring 2008.  



In addition, the 
community wanted to 
honor Sammy Lee Davis, 
a Mooresville High 
School graduate and 
Congressional Medal of 
Honor recipient for his 
heroism in Vietnam. 
Davis is also well-known 
as “The Real Forrest 
Gump” since his 
military story was the 
basis for many of 
Forrest’s military 
experiences in the book 
and movie. 



2008 Construction 
 









2008 Re-
Dedication 
Ceremony 







11-11-2011 
Unfortunately, two more local heroes lost 
their lives in 2011. The area was expanded to 
include a new Memorial stone as well as a 
monument to the Pledge of Allegiance.  



11-11-
2011 



11-11-2011 



Moving Forward . . . 
Ceremonies continue each year 
at 11a.m. on Memorial Day and 
Veterans Day.  Anyone 
interested in purchasing a brick 
may do so by contacting the 
Community Foundation of 
Morgan County at 317-831-1232 
or www.cfmconline.org .   
 
Additional corporate sponsors 
are also being sought to help 
cover the costs of the 
Memorial’s additions as well as 
ongoing upkeep. Sponsorship 
information is available 
through the Foundation as well. 

http://www.cfmconline.org/
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