
There was more to celebrate Sunday night in downtown Indianapolis than the Colts 

beating the Tennessee Titans. Two Mooresville principals received regional Principal of 

the Year Awards at the Indiana Association of School Principals awards banquet. 

Mooresville High School principal Dr. Brian Disney and Dr. Jacob Allen, the principal for 

Paul Hadley Middle School, both won their respective awards from the state's ninth 

district. 

"Both Dr. Allen and Dr. Disney are outstanding educators," Dr. David Marcotte, the 

superintendent of Mooresville schools, said. "They love kids. They love the Mooresville 

community. They work very hard and they support their teachers. They support their 

parents and their students. That's what it's all about — providing support." 

So what's in the water in Mooresville? 

"I think it starts with great people," Allen said. "I think I can speak for Dr. Disney too 

when I say we're both just thrilled to be a part of what's going on there. There's great 

leadership, it's just a great place to be." 

Disney would echo Allen. 

"Our teachers are fantastic, so are our other administrators. They do such a great job in 

our central office — they're second to none," Disney said. "It really helps us do our jobs. 

It helps us lead, and we've got great kids. It's nice to get recognized, but really it's a 

group accomplishment." 

The IASP banquet was held in the Indiana Ballroom inside the downtown Marriott hotel. 

It was the kick-off for a conference that is expected to have over 700 principals 

participating from across the state. 



"That's one of the highlights for all of the principals — reconnecting with friends or 

building new connections, sharing ideas and problems with their colleagues to come 

away with better solutions," Al Remaly, president of the IASP, said. 

The IASP is a branch of a national association for principals, who will have its own 

conference early next year in Washington D.C. 

While the weather outside was frigid, it was a festive and warm atmosphere inside. Most 

of the over two dozen tables were full, with a plentiful dinner, and an award segment 

that looked similar to a graduation ceremony. Each regional winner received a plaque 

and check, then shook hands with a line of 10 fellow principals and officials. 

On Sunday evening, it was a time to celebrate the work that principals do, some of 

which is more difficult than the rest. There are trials and tough situations with which to 

deal, likely why both of the award-winning Mooresville principals had deeper inspiration 

than just looking for a promotion. 

For Disney, it was his father. 

"I just wanted to be like him," Disney said. 

"For me," Allen said, "I just wanted to help as many people as possible. And I think 

serving as a teacher, and then now as a principal, has really helped me to do that. So 

I'm just thankful to be able to help others." 

 


