
Broad Based Planning Meeting Notes 

May 24, 2016 

 

In attendance: Diane Huerkamp- Mooresville Public Library, Karen Daniel- North Madison Teacher, Holly 

Frye- Director of Curriculum, Erin Bechtold- HA Coordinator 

 

Review of 15-16 School Year 

- Identification went smooth and lists were sent to Principals by May 1. Parents were notified via 

letter the first week of May.  

- Karen shared that staff is becoming more educated with the difference between High Ability and 

High Achieving. This helps with the ID process. 

- We completed our first year of Acceleration in Math instruction. Overall it was a success. There 

were a few issues with 1st graders going to 2nd grade, but they were resolved within the first 

semester.  

- Karen (4th grade) shared that it was a lot of planning with two E/LA lessons and two Math 

lessons, but it was worth it. Management was key and next year will be easier. 

 

16-17 School Year 

-We will continue using the Cluster Grouping Service Model. This helps with instructional groups within 

each classroom. 

- Curriculum will stay the same and the Acceleration model will be continued in Math. English/Language 

Arts will continue to use the William and Mary Language Arts units: 6th grade will use Persuasion in 

addition to Memoirs/Autobiographies, 8th grade will add additional unit to complete the year’s 

curriculum.  

 

Professional Development is #1 goal for 16-17 School Year 

12 Teachers will attend a 2-day High Ability Boot Camp in August with Dr. Ginney Burney and Dr. Kristie 

Speirs-Neumeister from Ball State University. This will provide teachers with a look into coursework for 

GT licensure and is a great opportunity for our staff. We have 3 HS teachers and 9 Elementary teachers 

attending. Almost every building will be represented at this PD opportunity. 

In December, we will send staff to the Indiana Association for the Gifted State Conference in 

Indianapolis. This has been a great experience for our teachers and our building reps recommend we 

continue to send staff to this conference. 

We would like to get more teachers licensed in GT. Erin will look into interest and cost to use Grant 

funds for the 16-17 year to pay for courses. 



 

 

Our next meeting will be in the fall to review teacher feedback from a survey regarding the 15-16 

program. We will hopefully have ISTEP data as well to see how our Pass+ numbers look for our identified 

students. 

 

Looking Ahead: 

We hope to continue to increase course offerings at the HS.  

 

Karen mentioned that she has seen quite a difference in the questioning and higher level thinking from 

her students since beginning the William and Mary Units.   

 


