
Explanation of Skyward Grading Period 

The MHS Grading Periods in Skyward are different than they were in Harmony and many 

parents/students have expressed confusion when looking at student grades.  Here is an explanation of 

the grading periods and how grades are being calculated.  There are also some helpful hints at the end 

of this message. 

The Semester Grade is the final grade at the end of the semester that appears on transcripts and is used 
to calculate the student’s GPA.  Semester grades are cumulative grades throughout the semester 
(similar to grading in college courses).  The quarter exams are each worth 7% of this semester grade for 
a total of 14%.  The remaining 86% of a student’s semester grade is the assignments (classwork, tests, 
quizzes, etc.) completed throughout the semester.  An example calculation is: 

Skyward Grade Period Grading Period Grade Weight Calculation Points 

S1 (or S2) 
Assignments (classwork, 
tests, quizzes, etc. 
throughout the semester) 

88.4% 86% 88.4*86%= 76.024 

QE1 (or QE3) 
Quarter 1 Exam (or Q3 
Exam) 

86% 7% 86*7%= 6.02 

SEM 
Quarter 2 Exam (or 
Quarter 4 Exam) 

96% 7% 96%*7%= 6.72 

FIN Semester Grade Total = 88.764 

 
 Here is the description of all the grading periods in the Skyward Parent/Student Portal Gradebook: 

 M1: Quarter 1 mid-term (assignments 8/4-9/4) 

 Q1: Quarter 1 grade (assignments 8/4-10/2) 

 QE1: Quarter 1 Exam Grade (entered separately – 7% of Final Semester Grade) 

 M2: Quarter 2 mid-term (assignments 10/5-11/13) 

 Q2: Quarter 2 grade (assignments 10/5-12/17) 

 S1: Semester 1 Assignment Grade (all assignments for semester – 86% of Final Semester Grade) 

 SEM: Semester Exam Grade (7% of Final Semester Grade) 

 FIN: Final Semester Grade that appears on the Transcript (.86*S1 + .07*QE1 + .07*SEM) 

The grades highlighted in green are the grades used to calculate the final Semester Grade which is 

highlighted in blue.  The other grading periods are assignment grades during shorter periods of time.  

 

Helpful Hints for Skyward Parent/Student Portal Gradebook: 

 Click on grades in “blue” to see the exact percentage grade and a breakdown of assignments 

and categories. 

 Click on the “Teacher Name” to get the teacher’s email address. 

 “FIN” grade period is on the far right.  Scroll over to see this grade.  If the semester ended today, 

that would be the student’s grade in the class. 

 The “Q2” grade shows the student’s classroom performance since the end of the first quarter. 

 Click on the triangle to left of the course name to see the most recent assignments. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Click for email 

Click for recent grades 

Click “Blue” grades for details 

Scroll to see all grade periods 

 

Column for Semester Grades 


