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Discipline: The Ability To Do The Things You Do Not Want To Do!!! 

WOW!!!, 

 

Already into February, just blew past the mid-term of the 3rd grading period and moving quickly toward 

the “Fourth Quarter” of the school year. We here at North Madison would like to thank all who have helped  

make this year so incredible. 

 

Once again North Madison would like to thank and acknowledge Mooresville Squealers Barbeque and Matt 

for their generous support of our 1st semester Attendance Award Winning class of Mrs. Stacy Thomas by 

donating a catered meal to her class. 

 

The next pages contain tips and reminders to help finish the year off in style. 

 

 

Study & Homework Tips 
 

Turn off the TV set: Make a house rule, depending on the location of the set, that when it is study time, it is "no 

TV" time. A television set that is on will draw youngsters like bees to honey. 

 

What about the radio? Should it be on or off? Contrary to what many specialists say, some youngsters do seem to 

function all right with the radio turned on to a favorite music station. (Depending on the layout of your house or 

apartment, maybe an investment in earphones would be worthy of consideration.) 

 

Designate specific areas for homework and studying: Possibilities include the child's room or the kitchen or din-

ing room table. Eliminate as much distraction as possible. 

Since many young people will study in their own rooms, function becomes more important than beauty. Most 

desks for young people really don't have sufficient space to spread out materials. A table that allows for all neces-

sary supplies such as pencils, pens, paper, books, and other essentials works extremely well. 

 

Consider placing a bulletin board in your child's room. Your local hardware store sells wallboard that might not 

look too pretty and isn't framed, but a 4 x 3'section is inexpensive and perfect on which to post pertinent school 

items. You might want to paint or cover it with burlap to improve its appearance or let your child take on this pro-

ject. 

 

Regularity is a key factor in academic success: Try to organize the household so that supper is served at a stand-

ard time, and once it and family discussions are over, it's time to crack the books. If the student doesn't have other 

commitments and gets home reasonably early from school, some homework can be done before supper. 

 

Consider your child's developmental level when setting the amount of time for homework: While high school 

students can focus for over an hour, first-graders are unlikely to last more than 15 minutes on a single task. Allow 

your child to take breaks, perhaps as a reward for finishing a section of the work.  



 

Tips (Continued): 
 

Teach your child that studying is more than just doing homework assignments: One of the most misunder-

stood aspects of schoolwork is the difference between studying and doing homework assignments. Encourage your 

child to do things like:  

 take notes as he's reading a chapter 

 learn to skim material 

 learn to study tables and charts 

 learn to summarize what he has read in his own words 
learn to make his own flashcards for quick review of dates, formulas, spelling words, et cetera 
 

 

Help your child to feel confident for tests: Taking tests can be a traumatic experience for some students. Explain 

to your child that burning the midnight oil (cramming) the night before a test is not productive. Better to get a good 

night's sleep. Students also need reminding that when taking a test; they should thoroughly and carefully read the 

directions before they haphazardly start to mark their test papers. They should be advised to skip over questions for 

which they don't know the answers. They can always return to those if there's time. Good advice for any student 

before taking a test: take a deep breath, relax, and dive in. Always bring an extra pencil just in case. 

 

During a homework session, watch for signs of frustration: No learning can take place and little can be accom-

plished if the child is angry or upset over an assignment that is too long or too difficult. At such times the parent 

may have to step in and simply halt the homework for that night, offering to write a note to the teacher explaining 

the situation and perhaps requesting a conference to discuss the quality and length of homework assignments. 

 

Should parents help with homework? Yes-if it is clearly productive to do so, such as calling out spelling words 

or checking a math problem that won't prove. No-if it is something the child can clearly handle himself and learn 

from the process. And help and support should always be calmly and cheerfully given. Grudging help is worse than 

no help at all!  

 

Read directions, or check over math problems after your child has completed the work. Remember to make posi-

tive comments - you don't want your child to associate homework with fights at home. 

 

How best to handle report cards? To save shocks and upsets, gently discuss from time to time "how things are 

going at school- with your child. Something casual, such as "How did the math test go?" "How did you do on the 

history report?" "How's your science project coming along? Need any help?" are questions that aren't "third de-

gree" but indicate interest. Find out if it is a policy at your child's school to send out "warning notices" when work 

isn't going well. Generally, such notices require the parent's signature to verify that the parent has, indeed, been 

alerted. This is the time to contact the teacher of the course, along with your child, to learn what the difficulty may 

be. If such notices aren't sent, then grades on projects and reports and from tests may be the sole source of infor-

mation short of what your child wishes to share. Be tuned in to statements such as "He's an awful teacher," "She 

goes too fast," etc. This may be the child's way of indicating frustration in understanding content or lack of study 

time with the subject. However, be cautious in contacting teachers without your child's approval or interest. It may 

Discipline: The Ability To Do The Things You Do Not Want To Do!!! 

Discipline: The Ability To Do The Things You Do Not Want To Do!!! 



“A successful man is one who can lay a firm foundation with  
the bricks others have thrown at him” 

-David Brinkley- 

 

 

 

In the mornings, as the weather turns colder, more parents opt to drop their students off. This 

adds more vehicles to the line so you may need to leave home a little earlier than normal.    

Remember the drop-off line will move smoothly if your student already has his/her  coat, 

gloves etc. on plus all papers signed. If you want to walk you student up to the door then 

please park in the west parking lot entering off Jackson Street. At no time is it permissible to 

drop your student off on Paddock Road, Hadley Road, Jackson Street or pull into the parking 

lot and let them walk unattended to the sidewalk. 

 

In the afternoons, by 3:05 pm, we have about 30-50 cars already in  the pick-up line.  Once      

dismissal starts, if you would reframe from using you cell phones, texting, etc. the dismissal 

procedure will run even more efficiently.  

 

Reminders: 

 

Paddock Road, Hadley Road, and Jackson Street are all School Zone Areas. 

 

Speed Limit 

20 mph 

7:00 am to 4:30 pm 

 

Entrance Protocol: 

1. Paddock Road entrance is for Staff Parking and School busses. 

2. Hadley Road Exit is EXIT ONLY. 

3. Jackson Street entrance is for all car-riders and to access visitor parking in the West    

Parking Lot. 
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To Basketball Courts  

Afternoon Dismissal 
 

By 3:05 there are usually 30-40 cars already here for afternoon dismis-

sal. As a guide and for common courtesy the chart above is an example 

of how to line up. When the back of the car in the first row reaches the 

fence we should start a 2nd row. When the row is full start a 3rd row 

etc.  The diagram is just a representation, not to scale. Generally the 1st 

row has about 17 cars in it, rows 2-5 generally about 7 or 8 cars. This 

way when the last car in row 1 comes by row 2 starts, this ensures that 

everybody is in the correct order. I have also included information 

from the beginning of the year that if followed would speed the process 

up. If you have not picked your child up by 3:35 they will be in the 

front office. You will have to come in to the office area and sign them 

out. 

1 

Softball Diamond Area 

5 5 5 1 

1 
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The following is a reprint of a letter that went home the 1st week of school. If everyone would 

follow this it would help speed dismissal up. 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

We need you to put your child’s first and last name a piece of paper.  We are then asking 

you to display this piece of paper in the window of the car, on the passenger side or just hold it 

up so that we can see who you are picking up and get that child ready to go.  Please make sure 

you write the name large and legible so the teachers can easily read the information (see sample 

below). 

   

I would also ask that you please be courteous to the other parents who are picking up their chil-

dren.  We have had some parents, in the past who have displayed their impatience to other driv-

ers as well as to the teachers who are dismissing.  That is unacceptable here at North Madison, 

we must remember that we are all here for the same reason.  The most important factor is the 

student’s safety and when cars are not waiting and are “cutting off” others the safety of the 

child becomes a concern. 

 

Please have your child’s name on your sign tomorrow which will move the line along more  

rapidly.   

 

 

Thanks, 

Steve Bunner 

Dean of Students, North Madison Elementary 

 

Window Sign Example: 

 

John Q. Public 
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“Empty Seats Don’t Learn” 
 

Dear MCSC Parent, 

 

In an effort to appropriately monitor and encourage high rates of attendance for our schools, the 

Mooresville Consolidated School Corporation Board has adopted a new attendance policy in coop-

eration with the Morgan County Prosecutor’s office.  The program is titled “Empty Seats Don’t 

Learn,” and it supports and clarifies the importance of your child (ren) regular attendance at school.  

This policy was developed by the Morgan County Prosecutor’s office and has been in use since 

2011, but is new to Mooresville Consolidated School Corporation.  The program outlines specific 

guidelines for your child’s attendance and clear expectations for you as the parent or guardian.   

 

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the new policy.  Complete Mooresville School policy 

guidelines can be found at mooresvilleschool.org by clicking on the board and members link. 

This program was created to target excessive unexcused absences. Excused absences are defined as 

absences for personal illness, a death in the family, a medical/dental appointment, serving as a page 

in the legislature, or court subpoenas.   A phone call to the office does not designate an automatic 

excused absence-it must be the above reasons.  A note is required from a parent or guardian to re-

turn to school after any absences.  An unexcused absence is anything not listed above and will be 

documented in your child’s records appropriately. 

   

Excessive absences have been defined in Mooresville as missing more than 10 days of school in 

one school year.  This policy will begin in January of 2015.   

Students, who have had excessive absences in the past, will be notified in January with more details 

and an outline of the consequences of further unexcused absences. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Stephanie McGaha 

Principal 

 

Steve Bunner:   

Dean of Students 

(This letter originally went home December 17th, 2014) 
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Teamwork is the ability to work as a group toward a common vision,  

even if that vision becomes extremely blurry.  
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Discipline: The BRIDGE between GOALS & ACCOMPLISHMENTS!!! 

If you have no critics , 

you'll likely have no success. 

 

Malcolm X 
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