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BECOME A MEMBER SUMMER 2018 ARTISTS-IN-RESIDENCE

AT McCOLL CENTER FOR ART + INNOVATION, WE 
PASSIONATELY BELIEVE IN THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF 
CREATIVITY. 

As an artist residency and contemporary art space, we champion 
artists as leaders, visionaries, risk-takers, and innovators in our 
community. We make spaces for them to make artwork, develop 
their processes, and refine their practice within the context of 
Charlotte. They, in turn, inspire each of us to be more creative and 
empathetic in our own lives.

McColl Center provides an 
unparalleled and transformative 
experience for artists and our 
community. Your membership 
helps make it happen.

Become a member today at
mccollcenter.org/support.

McColl Center for Art + Innovation welcomes seven artists-in-
residence to our studios in Uptown Charlotte this summer: Eliana 
Arenas (here for her second residency), Julio Gonzalez (who finishes 
his 11-month residency in August), Monique Luck, April Marten, 
Antoine Williams, Sam Van Aken (whose exhibition The Open Orchard 
is on view this summer), and Stephanie J. Woods. Learn more about 
them and the projects they’ll be working on in the following pages 
and at mccollcenter.org/artists-in-residence.



ELIANA ARENAS
Born in Juárez, Chihuahua, Mexico
Lives and works in Charlotte, NC

Born in Juárez, Eliana Arenas moved to 
Charlotte, North Carolina, in 2009. Since then, 
she has immersed herself in the art and design 
community, including as a 2011 artist-in-
residence at here at McColl Center for Art + 
Innovation. Arenas’s jewelry and installation 
work is inspired by human resilience and our 
ability to adjust to different and often difficult 
circumstances, fueled by our need for home 
and family.

mccoll.center/eliana-arenas

Eliana Arenas, Ideologias Encontradas, 2015. Brass, Mexican 
newspaper, archival varnish; 5 x 5 x 1 inches. Courtesy of the 
artist. Photograph by Michael F. O’Neill.



JULIO GONZALEZ
Born in Atlanta, GA
Lives and works in Charlotte, NC

Julio Gonzalez is a self-taught multidisciplinary 
artist whose work has been exhibited in 
galleries and museums throughout the 
southeastern United States. Born to a 
Honduran mother and a Mexican father, 
Gonzalez explores through his art his mixed 
heritage and the feeling of being “from 
somewhere else.” The artist uses Mexican and 
Mayan design aesthetics to create works that 
explore contemporary experiences, specifically 
human relationships with nature, and questions 
of value.

mccoll.center/julio-gonzalez

Gonzalez’s residency is generously supported by 
funds raised in honor of Suzanne Fetscher’s legacy.

Julio Gonzalez, Gonzalez Codex, 2018. Archival ink on Bible 
paper pulp; 27 x 12 inches. Courtesy of the artist.



MONIQUE LUCK
Born in Los Angeles, CA
Lives and works in Charlotte, NC

Monique Luck is a collage artist and muralist, whose colorful 
works focus on figures captured in emotive moments from real life 
experiences of Luck and her models. Her work as a public muralist 
with the Sprout Fund was featured in the PBS Documentary It’s the 
Neighborhoods and she recently completed a public art installation 
in Charlotte at Renaissance West Community Initiative.

mccoll.center/monique-luck

Monique Luck, Surface (detail), 2015. Mixed media collage on canvas; 36 x 38 inches. 
Courtesy of the artist.



APRIL MARTEN
Born in Miami, FL
Lives and works in Charlotte, NC

April Marten works across media including sculpture, installation, 
performance art, video, and book arts. Marten’s socially engaged 
artistic practice developed out of her personal experience and, 
ultimately, her escape from a fundamentalist religious cult. Common 
themes in her work include the feminine dilemma, religious identity, 
patriarchal systems of power, and social violence. In much of her 
current work, Marten invites the audience in as co-creators, together 
engaging in acts meant to confront systems of power that oppress 
vulnerable populations. 

mccoll.center/april-marten

April Marten, Cherry Pickers: The Despoiling of Virgin Minds, 2015. Performance. 
Courtesy of the artist. Photograph by Lynn Griffin-Roberts.



SAM VAN AKEN
Born in Reading, PA
Lives and works in Syracuse, NY

Sam Van Aken works in various media 
and disciplines to explore such themes as 
communication, botany, agriculture, climatology, 
and the ever-increasing impact of technology. 
During his residency, Van Aken will turn McColl 
Center’s first-floor gallery and sculpture studio 
into a living exhibition and workshop space to 
continue his ongoing project, The Open Orchard. 
The gallery will become a site of experimentation, 
education, collaboration, and conservation, as he 
attempts to address threats to food security and 
the loss of diversity, through the preservation of 
heirloom and antique fruit varieties.

mccoll.center/sam-van-aken

Sam Van Aken’s artist residency is generously 
supported by the Windgate Charitable Fund and made 
possible in part by the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services [MA-10-17-0085-17]. 
 
Sam Van Aken, Tree of 40 Fruit (artist rendering), 2008-2018. 
Trees that have been chip-grafted with a variety of tree buds 
that can grow over 40 different types of stone fruit including 
peaches, plums, apricots, nectarines, cherries, and almonds; 
dimensions variable. Courtesy of the artist.



ANTOINE WILLIAMS
Born in Red Springs, NC
Lives and works in Greensboro, NC

Antoine Williams is an artist and educator 
whose works explore power, perception, and 
fear as they relate to institutional inequities. He 
finds inspiration in science fiction, hip-hop, and 
his working-class upbringing in Red Springs, 
North Carolina. Working in painting, sculpture, 
installation, drawing, and printmaking, Williams 
continues to develop his own mythological story 
around the complexities of contemporary black 
life. He is currently an assistant professor of art 
at Guilford College, Greensboro, North Carolina.

mccoll.center/antoine-williams

Antoine Williams, The Ain’t Gots no. II, 2016. Wheat-paste, 
wood, seat belt straps, plastic, And 1 shorts on sheet-rock; 
432 x 144 inches. Courtesy of the artist. Photograph by 
Antoine Williams. 



STEPHANIE J. WOODS
Born in Seneca, SC
Lives and works in Charlotte, NC

Stephanie J. Woods is an interdisciplinary artist 
working in sculpture, photography, collage, 
installation, and video. Using discarded objects 
and everyday items such as makeup, synthetic 
hair weave, and styling gels, Woods urges us 
to consider our acceptance and enforcement 
of gender roles, racial signifiers, and beauty 
standards. She is particularly interested in 
exploring the space between public and private, 
adorning and obscuring, and presenting versus 
concealing. 

mccoll.center/stephanie-j-woods

Stephanie J. Woods, BedNotes III, 2017. Vinyl, lace, quilted 
fabric and family photo; 72 x 42 x 6 inches. Courtesy of the 
artist. Photograph by Johannes James Barfield.



EXHIBITIONS AT McCOLL CENTER

SAM VAN AKEN: THE OPEN ORCHARD
Exhibition on view from June 7 to August 25, 2018
mccoll.center/the-open-orchard

Exhibiting artist-in-residence Sam Van Aken turns McColl Center’s 
first-floor gallery and sculpture studio into a living exhibition and 
workshop space where he will preserve heirloom and antique fruit 
varieties before they disappear. Van Aken invites the community 
to participate in, learn, and, subsequently, teach the process of 
printing and hand-coloring botanical illustrations, creating herbarium 
specimens, and cooking dishes based on these fruits. 

This experiential setting is simultaneously aesthetic, community-
based, educational, research-oriented and, ultimately, a form of 
conservation that attempts to address threats to food security and 
loss of diversity, preserving not just agriculture but the culture that 
surrounds these increasingly forgotten fruits. 

The Open Orchard and Sam Van Aken’s artist residency are generously 
supported by the Windgate Charitable Fund and made possible in part by the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services [MA-10-17-0085-17].

(Above) Sam Van Aken, Streuobstwisese exhibition (installation view), 2017.

McColl Center welcomes an engaged public to connect with 
contemporary art and artists through relevant, diverse, and 
accessible creative experiences. Find out what’s happening at 
mccollcenter.org/events.

EVENTS AT McCOLL CENTER

Ken Vandermark prepares for a performance at McColl Center, May, 2017. 
Photograph by Dylan Chorneau for McColl Center for Art + Innovation.

RENT McCOLL CENTER

McColl Center's historic gothic revival building is one of a kind in 
Charlotte. It's available to rent for a range of events and programs 
including cocktail receptions, corporate events, meetings, and 
workshops. Details at mccollcenter.org/about/rental.
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