
FALL 2012



Throughout history the creative expression of ideas and emotions has been 
a powerful force in the social landscape. It is recognized that art activates 
critical dialogue and raises political and social awareness. 

In honor of the 2012 Democratic National Convention, McColl Center for Visual 
Art continues this tradition by providing a platform for five contemporary 
artists to address our tumultuous world. 

The site-specific works on exhibit for America Now were created during each 
artist’s term as a DNC Artist-in-Residence.  

OPENING RECEPTION: SEPTEMBER 21

AMZE EMMONS







“The very outline of the shape we know as the USA takes on 

a stance that resonates beyond the visual. It resonates in the 

arena of power, history, geography, economics, and politics. 

My exploration into this rich and fertile territory questions 

many notions of what it means to be American.” 

CHANNELING
THE USA 
WORKS BY RANDY SHULL
November 16, 2012 to January 12, 2013

Opening Reception: November 16

Curated by Janet Koplos

Randy Shull



Visitors to McColl Center for Visual Art during the 2012 Fall Session will 
find aesthetic perspective coupled with social commentary in every nook 
and cranny of our expansive building. From the works-on-display in the 
exhibition space to the works-in-progress in our artists’ studios, many 
of the pieces are motivated by political, cultural, or social circumstances 
that challenge the viewer, inspire wonder, and provoke dialogue both 
in and outside of the gallery space. 

FALL 2012 

PLAN YOUR VISIT          

Thursdays & Fridays, 3 to 9 PM
Saturdays, 11 AM to 6 PM
Free Admission

 
EXHIBITIONS        

America Now 
Main Gallery
August 31 to November 3, 2012
Amze Emmons, Imminent Disaster, Greg 
Haberny, Chris Stain, and Ben Wolf

Channeling the USA
Main Gallery
November 16 , 2012 to January 12, 2013
Randy Shull

TOURS

Free docent-led tours are offered each 
Saturday at 11:30 AM and 2:30 PM or by 
appointment. 

Fall 2012 Exhibition 
2nd & 3rd Floors
September 21 to November 3, 2012
Susannah Mira, John W. Love Jr., Pamela 
Z, Ibrahim Miranda, and Mel Chin 

11-Month Affiliate Exhibition
2nd & 3rd Floors
November 16 , 2012 to January 12, 2013
JoAnn Sieburg-Baker & Tomoo Kitamura

new longer hours 



Susannah mira 
 
Artist-in-Residence // Pueblo, CO
Sculpture/Installation, Studio 316
September 17 to November 30, 2012

Susannah utilizes manufacturing sidestream to create intricate, geometric con-
structions that give form to notions of progress. While at the Center she will con-
tinue a series of sculptural objects that reflect the ways in which people plan for an 
uncertain future. Susannah’s work relies on massive quantities of discarded indus-
trial items such as fabric, foam, paper, and plastic. She welcomes leads on sourcing 
such materials in and around Charlotte. Mira received a MA in Environmental Art 
from University of Art & Design Helsinki (now Aalto University), has exhibited her 
work nationally and internationally, and has completed a number of residencies 
throughout the United States including Blue Sky Project and Anderson Ranch Arts 
Center.  

*Susannah’s outreach is sponsored in part by Target. 





Mel Chin 
 
Knight Artist-in-Residence // Burnsville, NC
Conceptual, Studio 218 
September 24 to December 31, 2012

Both analytical and poetic, Mel Chin’s art evades easy classification. Known for 
the broad range of approaches in his practice, his work is largely motivated by 
political, cultural, and social circumstances. Investigating how art can provoke 
greater social awareness and responsibility, Chin utilizes uncommon space for 
his work, and insinuates art into unlikely places including destroyed homes, 
toxic landfills, and even popular television. 

Launched in 2007, his project Operation Paydirt/Fundred Dollar Bill is an at-
tempt to raise awareness of the issues of lead contamination and to create 
a model for making cities lead-safe across the United States. Ultimately 
Operation Paydirt’s purpose is to support generational human and environmental 
health. The Fundreds are designed to raise awareness of this environmental threat 
and offer the voices of democratic expression for the solution. All across the 
country people are drawing Fundred Dollar Bills – original, hand drawn inter-
pretations of $100 bills. The Fundred Dollar Bill “artworks” are being collected 
by armored truck and will be delivered to Washington D.C., where the value 
of the art currency will promote support to implement solutions in New Or-
leans and cities across the country. Scheduled for completion in 2014, Chin 
will continue work on this project during his residency at McColl Center for 
Visual Art and will name the Center as an official Fundred site for the Southeastern 
United States. 

Mel Chin’s work has been documented in the popular PBS program, Art of the 21st 
Century, and has received numerous awards and grants from organizations such 
as the National Endowment for the Arts, Art Matters, Creative Capital, Pollock/
Krasner Foundation, Joan Mitchell Foundation, and The Rockefeller Foundation. 

*The Center’s partnership with the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation is providing 
opportunities for the Center to investigate the role of senior-level professional artists in fur-
thering its mission of advancing artists, community, and the creation of contemporary art.





Ibrahim Miranda
 
Artist-in-Residence // Havana, Cuba
Printmaking, Studio 215
September 17 to November 30, 2012

A painter, professor, and engraver, Ibrahim Miranda 
frequently uses maps of Cuba as the basis for his 
work. Reinterpreting his vision, Miranda expands 
the island borders and physical limits to make 
his country universally accessible through art. 
The poetry and songs of Cuba provide literary 
and philosophical ideas, deepening the mean-
ing and impact of his prints and paintings. During 
his residency, Miranda will develop mapaglifos, 
incorporating maps of cities in the United States 
with imaginative animals. The pictorial urban 
bestiaries will define spaces within a large city as 
well as identify tiny utopias in his shapes. Miranda 
attended the Instituto Superior de Arte in Havana 
and has extensively exhibited his work nation-
ally and internationally including the Museum of 
Modern Art in New York and the National Gallery 
of Art in Washington, DC.  

*Ibrahim’s residency is supported by Jeanie & Tom 
Cottingham and Barbara Laughlin. 



Pamela z
 
Artist-in-Residence // San Francisco, CA
Video/Mixed Media, Studio 216 
September 17 to November 30, 2012

A composer, performer, and media artist, Pamela Z works primarily with voice, live 
electronic processing, sampling technology, and video. A pioneer of live digital 
looping techniques, she combines experimental extended vocal techniques, oper-
atic bel canto, text, digital processing, and MIDI controllers that allow her to manip-
ulate sound with physical gestures. In addition to her solo work, she has composed 
and recorded scores for dance, theatre, film, and new music chamber ensembles. 
During her residency, Pamela Z will concentrate on a new modular multi-media 
piece that will involve music composition and interactive sonic and video elements. 
Pamela Z received a music degree from the University of Colorado at Boulder and 
her performances have been presented in small concerts, multi-media venues, and 
festivals throughout the world including the Whitney Museum.  

COURTESY OF ARS ELECTRONICIA



Que-OS
 
Affiliate Artists // Charlotte, NC
Multidisciplinary, Studio  213
February 17 to December 31, 2012

Que-OS is an experimental “Open Studio” led by Faron Franks and Manoj Kesavan. 
The initiative combines the two primary aspects of their background: one in archi-
tecture that spans many cities and countries, and the other in cultural community 
building. The studio will be the base for inquiry into issues of design and art, ap-
proached through public forums, lectures, and writing. “We seek to bring together 
a wide range of designers, artists, and members of the community to work collab-
oratively on projects of broad interest and impact. The projects integrate planning 
and design with events, performances, and temporary installations – both physical 
and virtual-to better understand our built environment as a direct expression of 
community.“



John W. Love Jr.  
 
Artist-in-Residence // Charlotte, NC
Interdisciplinary , Studio 313 (Bell Tower) 
September 17 to November 30, 2012

A visual artist, playwright, poet, stage/video director, and actor, John W. Love, Jr. is 
an interdisciplinary literary and performance artist whose work can be described 
as complex, circuitous, textural, and contextual. Love bears the distinction of being 
the first individual artist to receive the 2011 Arts & Science Council McColl Award in 
support of the creation of his latest interdisciplinary work FECUND. During his resi-
dency at the Center, he will be dedicated to the creative aims of FECUND through 
his creative process steeped in exploration, experimentation, discovery, collabora-
tion, play, and an exhilarating process of editing. Love’s studio will be a hub of activ-
ity for workshops, collaborations, and meditative contemplation.  Love has traveled 
to Sweden, Paris, New York, San Francisco, and Los Angeles for his work and has 
been awarded numerous residencies, grants, and fellowships. 
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Michael Haag
 
Environmental Artist-in-Residence // Charlotte, NC
Sculpture, Studio 221 
September 17 to November 30, 2012

Interested in environmental sustainability, Haag is aware of the importance of solar 
in our future. During his residency, he will showcase the creative use of solar col-
lection panels and, at the same time, provide a place for outdoor relaxation.  At 
the back of the Center, Haag will build a large bench under a shade tree made of 
recycled metal and solar-cell/LED gel-packs. The solar cells will collect energy and 
provide shade for the bench underneath the tree. The gathered electricity will be 
stored inside the bench and used to power the LED leaves at night. This stored 
power also will be available to bench sitters to run their laptops and other portable 
electronic devices. 



JoAnne SIEBURG-BAKER  
11-Month Affiliate Artist // Charlotte, NC
Photography, Studio 219 
April 2, 2012 to March 26, 2013 

Photographer JoAnn Sieburg-Baker experiments with different methodologies for 
printing and processing images. The rich and bright colors found in her work are 
reminiscent of her early adoption of the famed Cibachrome process. But the vast 
possibilities inherent in new technologies have led to her choice of digital photog-
raphy as a preferred medium. During her residency, she will continue her experi-
mentation of processing photographs and embark on her first three-dimensional 
project. Sieburg-Baker has won three international awards including the Worldwide 
Photography Gala Award. In addition to publishing two books, her photographs 
are represented in numerous public and private collections including the Mint Mu-
seum of Art and the North Carolina Museum of Art. 



Tomoo KITAMURA 
11-Month Affiliate Artist // Charlotte, NC
Painting/Ceramics, Studio 315 
April 2, 2012 to March 26, 2013

In his large-scale ceramic sculptures, Kitamura carves patterns into stoneware clay 
to produce texture that is both visual and tactile. Not intended to be perfect, clean, 
or comfortable, the forms are designed to evoke feelings of space, life ,and beauty. 
Interested in capturing this same feeling and surface in a two-dimensional format, 
Kitamura has recently turned to abstract oil painting, where he builds a surface with 
layers of paint, only to scrape them away. During his residency, Kitamura will ex-
plore the relationship between his paintings and sculptures to develop a cohesive 
body of work. Japanese-born Kitamura has exhibited his work throughout the Unit-
ed States, including the Mint Museum of Art, Southeastern Center for Contempo-
rary Art, the Smithsonian Craft Show, and has been published in Ceramics Monthly. 



FEATURED
EVENTS

GALLERY RECEPTION



AMERICA NOW : OPENING RECEPTION featuring 10 DAYS & LONG DIVISION  
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 6 to 9 PM (READING AT 7 PM)
FREE ADMISSION
Join us for the Opening Reception of the America Now exhibition which features the 
work of alumni DNC Artists-in-Residence: Amze Emmons, Imminent Disaster, Greg 
Haberny, Chris Stain, and Ben Wolf. This reception also marks the arrival of our Fall 
2012 Artists-in-Residence whose work will be on display in the 2nd and 3rd floors of 
the Center. At 7 PM the Center will present 10 Days & Long Division featuring painter 
Herb Jackson and poet Alan Michael Parker who will share their collaborative work, 
10 Days, and read selections from Parker’s book of poems, Long Division. Cash bar. 
Free admission. All ages. 

CHANNELING THE USA: OPENING RECEPTION with CURATOR /ARTIST TALK   
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 6 to 9 PM (TALK AT 7 PM)
FREE ADMISSION
Channeling the USA features the work of Randy Shull in an exhibition curated by 
Janet Koplos, former editor of Art in America. Join us for the opening reception of 
this exhibition and hear Shull and Koplos discuss the role the USA plays through-
out the world in this special conversation happening in the main gallery. The 2nd 
& 3rd floor galleries will present new work from 11-Month Affiliate Artists, Joanne 
Sieburg-Baker and Tomoo Kitamura. This reception also marks the end of a term 
for our Fall Artists-in-Residence. We hope you can join us as we say farewell to our 
residents and hello to our new exhibitions. Cash bar. Free admission. All ages. 

ASHES TO ART: ANNUAL FUNDRAISING LUNCHEON 
OCTOBER 23-25
Ashes to Art is McColl Center for Visual Art’s largest and most vital fundraiser. All funds 
support the Center’s mission of advancing art, artists, and the creation of contempo-
rary art. Optional tours of the artists’ studios and the Center’s state-of-the-art facilities 
are available after the program. If you are interested in attending this special event or 
would like to learn more about becoming an event sponsor, contact Sarah Lewkowitz, 
Director of Development, at sarah@mccollcenter.org or call 704-332-5535. 

5th ANNUAL PALATE TO PALETTE presented by NORDSTROM
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7, 7 PM
CONTEMPORARIES MEMBERS: $25, NON-MEMBERS: $35
You do not want to miss this year’s Palate to Palette, the  largest Contemporaries  
event of the year. Some even call it the BEST party of the year! Travel throughout the 
building to wine-tasting stations in artist studios that feature a thoughtful pairing 
of wine and art. Event proceeds support contemporary art and artists in our com-
munity. Visit mccollcenter.org/palate-to-palette for more information about this 
year’s event and to get your tickets before they sell out. Sponsorship opportunities 
available. Ages 21+. 



COMMUNITY DAY presented by BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF NC
SATURDAY OCTOBER 13, 11 AM to 4 PM 
FREE ADMISSION

Recent studies show participation in cultural activities are associated with good 
health, satisfaction with life, as well as low levels of anxiety and depression. Through 
hands-on experiences led by current and alumni artists, Community Day at McColl 
Center for Visual Art will inspire children and adults of all ages to pursue a healthier 
and happier lifestyle by incorporating creativity into their lives.  

ACTIVITIES INCLUDE: 

•  Yoga classes for children and adults conducted on the Center’s lawn.

•  A portrait session led-by JoAnn Sieberg-Baker allows participants to examine their 
perception of identity and take home their printed portrait on 6 X 4 card.

•  Clay experiments with Tomoo Kitamura lets participants get their hands dirty and 
find out what happens when they push, pull, and pinch clay on the wheel. 

•  Lend your voice to a sound recording project with Susannah Mira and use your 
own words to describe a work of art. Responses will be edited together to create a 
composite that reflects the diverse tapestry of community participants.

•  Visit the “Factory Yes” and exercise affirmations centered around the word “yes” 
with performance artist John W. Love Jr. 

•  Sill life drawing sessions and other collaborative projects. 

PARTICIPATING PARTNERS: 

Blue Cross Blue Shield of North Carolina, Yoga One, Yoga Shala Charlotte, and Harvest 
Moon Grille. 

MORE INFORMATION: 

Visit www.mccollcenter.org/community-day to find the most up-to-date information 
about the day’s activities.



COMMUNITY
DAY

2011 COMMUNITY DAY



ADDITIONAL
PROGRAMS

TOMOO KITAMURA

THURSDAY NIGHT ADULT WORKSHOPS

HAND BUILDING WITH CLAY 
Tomoo Kitamura will introduce participants to clay hand building techniques with a 
focus on coil building and surface design. No experience required. Members: $128, 
Non-Members: $160. September 13, 20, 27 & October 4 from 6:30 to 8 :30 PM.

ENCAUSTIC PAINTING
Using the hot wax painting method of Encaustic Painting, Pam Winegard introduces 
participants to this ancient medium using stenciling, collage, and painting tech-
niques. Members: $96, Non-Members: $120. October 11, 18 & 25 from 6:30 to 8:30 PM.

PRINTMAKING
Learn studio practices from Felicia van Bork that include ink mixing, how to operate  
a printing press, and how to prepare paper for printing, then create your own 
monoprints using reductive printing methods, trace printing, and paper stamping. 
Members: $96, Non-Members: $120. November 1, 8 & 15, 6:30 to 8:30 PM.

Materials are included in the registration cost. 
To enroll, visit www.mccollcenter.org/adult-workshops or call 704-332-5535



GALLERY VISIT: GENOME GALLERY 
featuring CHRIS WATTS: AMERICAN GODS 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 6  PM
Free for Members, $8 Non-Members

GALLERY VISIT: MONA GALLERY  
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 6  PM
Free for Members, $8 Non-Members

THE CONTEMPORARIES
The following events are presented by the Contemporaries of McColl Center for Visual 
Art who offer creative opportunities for individuals to deepen, expand, and cultivate their 
interest in the visual arts.  Membership is $75 and includes a $50 donation to the Center. 

INNOVATION INSTITUTE
The Innovation Institute at McColl Center for Visual Art is a professional and personal 
development endeavor that taps into the innate creative being that’s inside every one 
of us. Programs are led by an artist, someone who must routinely shake things up and 
see what others don’t see.  Custom programs at the Institute lead teams through pro-
vocative processes that generate breakthroughs, teach the importance and value of 
creative space, and unleash personal creativity – all building blocks to driving real in-
novation.  The Core Program takes individuals from diverse backgrounds through a 6.5-
day journey over the course of several months. Spring 2013 Core Programs are currently 
enrolling for the following sessions.  For more information, visit innovationatmccoll.org 
or call 704-332-5535.

SESSION 1: January 23 & 24, February 7, 20 & 21, March 8 & April 18
SESSION 2: March 20 & 21, April 11, 24 & 25, May 10 & June 14

OPEN STUDIO SATURDAY
SEPTEMBER 29     •     OCTOBER 27     

During Open Studio Saturdays, many of the Center’s current residents will be work-
ing in their studio with an open door. Inside each studio, guests can learn about the 
creative process and the artist’s work-in-progress directly from the source. 11 AM to 
6 PM. All ages. Free admission. 




