
 

Complete Christian Character:  
The Master Craftsman, Pt. 2 

In our study, we are considering situated learning, communities of practice, and the Master/apprentice process of 

personal growth in the craft of Christianity. 

The Holy Spirit is God’s Master Craftsman. 

In John 3:1-8 we discover the Master Craftsman crafting Nicodemus, a religious leader into Nicodemus, the Christian. 

• Nicodemus approached Jesus as a Pharisee and ruler.  Both titles suggest outward rules, regulations, 
and relationships. 

• Nicodemus approached Jesus, not because He is God’s Son, but because, “You are a teacher come 
from God.” 
 

Jesus and the Spirit gently move Nicodemus from only keeping outward, head knowledge, principles to a spiritual new 

birth by the Spirit. 

An apprentice of the Holy Spirit knows the Spirit is crafting his life, but may be totally surprised at what, when, and how 

the Spirit crafts.  John 3:7-8 

Nicodemus asked scholarly, academic, and religious questions.  The Master Craftsman revealed the real issues are more 

in what might be called spiritual biology. 3:7 

For example, a relationship happens between the Spirit and the human being that births spiritual life. 

Bring your genuine heart, just as it is, to the Spirit. 

• Woman at the well.  Where should we worship?  Jesus went for the heart, “Go get your husband..” 

• Which is the greatest commandment?  Jesus said, “Love with all your heart.” 

• Who is my neighbor? Rather than act like neighbors, they argued about who neighbors were.  Jesus 
said have a heart to, “Do a practical good deed to a person and you are his neighbor. 

 

Matthew 11:25-30 calls you and me to leave our self-wisdom and understanding and bring our genuine heart to the 

Master Craftsman, like a child.   

• Vs. 28  Come to Jesus, like a child. 

• Vs. 29  Take Jesus’ yoke upon you, like a child would. 

• Vs. 30  God’s yoke is easy and His burden is light. 
 

Like Nicodemus, come to Jesus, but be willing for the Spirit to surprise you with His Craftsmanship.  Release control of 

your life to the Spirit of the Living God. 

 


