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Coming Events

January 22, 2017
Carriage MuseumTour

Wiersdale, FL

February 26, 2017
Berman Car Collection Tour

Venice, FL

March 12, 2017
Tampa Bay Downs Brunch

Tampa, FL

April 30, 2017
Pirates Water Taxi Tour

Tampa, FL

Spanish Point Tour 
& Dinner

See Pages 8-9

Couple of the Year 
Ed & Carolyn Jarotz 

with Gary Dolin
See Pages 6-7
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 Paul J. Cooper
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Photography
 Dave Hutchinson

Historian  Lynn Hutchinson

Technical  
 
 

Legal Advisor
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Webmaster
 Dan Cabrera
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SE Regional Director
 Dan Cabrera
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                 dcabrera2@tampabay.rr.com

About the Newsletter
The Tampa Bay Section, Mercedes-Benz 
Club of America, Inc. publishes this bi-
monthly newsletter in even-numbered 
months. Opinions expressed are those of 
the authors. Express permission is hereby 
granted to other Sections of the Mercedes-
Benz Club of America to reprint articles 
contained herein, without exception. Articles 
of general interest are solicited for inclusion 
in the newsletter, and should be mailed to 
the Editor or e-mailed to  LindaBCooper@
verizon.net. Copy deadline is the first day of 
even numbered months.

An Overview of the Club
Established in 1956, MBCA has more 
than 20,500 members in over 84 sections 
across the nation. These local sec-
tions organize hundreds of events each 
year, ranging from social gatherings to 
specialized technical sessions. We’re a 
not-for-profit organization.

Join the Club
Enroll as a member of MBCA for:
One Year $55
Two Years $107
Three Years $157
Call 800-637-2360

Local Activities
Your dues include membership in the sec-
tion of your choice. Each section publish-
es a newsletter with news of its activities 
and its year-round calendars of events, in-
cluding rallies, defensive driving courses, 
car shows, technical sessions, and dinner 
meetings. Many sections host special 
events. Any MBCA member may attend 
any section,  regional, or national event.

Mercedes-Benz
Roadside Assistance
Call 1-800-FOR-MERCEDES

24 hours a day.

NOTE: The night for the monthly business meeting is the FIRST MONDAY 
of each month (except for September and sometimes July & January when it 
moves up 1 week) and is open to all members. We go to a nearby restaurant for 
dinner after the meeting. Please join us and help us with your input.

Jan 22  Sunday Noon
 Carriage Museum Tour
 Wiersdale, FL

See details in LAST issue
Feb 6 Monday 6:30PM 
 Business Meeting & Dinner 
 Crown Eurocars
 6001 34th Street North

Feb 26 Sunday  2:00 PM
 Berman Car Collection Tour
 Venice, FL

See details in THIS issue
Mar 6 Monday 6:30PM 
 Business Meeting & Dinner 
 Crown Eurocars
 6001 34th Street North

Important Dates

Mar 12  Sunday 11:00 AM
 Tampa Bay Downs Brunch  
 Tampa, FL

See details in THIS issue
Apr 3 Monday 6:30PM 
 Business Meeting & Dinner 
 Crown Eurocars

Apr 30 Sunday  
 Pirate Water Taxi Tour
 Tampa, FL

See details in THIS issue
May 8 Monday 6:30PM 
 Business Meeting & Dinner 
 Crown Eurocars

Jun 5 Monday 6:30PM 
 Business Meeting & Dinner 
 Crown Eurocars
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President’s Message

Hi Guys,
 I hope everyone has recovered from the holiday festivities and 
is ready to jump into the New Year!
 In early December we had our annual Holiday Brunch at the 
Safety Harbor Spa. We had one of our best turnouts ever. They 
gave us a larger room with a fantastic view. As usual, the food 
was excellent and everyone had a great time. It was my pleasure 
to award “Couple of the Year” to Carolyn and Ed Jarotz. Again, 
I mispronounced their last name, but they accepted the plaque 
anyway.
 We are lining up some great events for 2017. Of course, we 
would love more suggestions from the membership.
 In January we have the Carriage Museum event arranged by 
Michael and Lynn Gulick. We tried to do this last year, but they 
decided not to open the weekend we had planned. The museum 
and lunch promise to be wonderful.
 February finds us at the Berman’s Garage. For those who do 
not know, the Berman boys have collected a group of fantastic 
automobiles, and now we have a chance to view them. Sorry, no 
test drives.
 In March we will go to the Tampa Downs Race Track. This is 
one of our most popular events. We get primo seating and a great 
buffet meal. We have a limit of 50 for this event. They usually 
designate one of the races to the Mercedes Club, and lucky raffle 
winners get to have a photo session with the winning jockey. Con-
nie and I were in one such photo years ago and it is my favorite 
photograph (after about 5000 photos of my granddaughter).
 Check out page 11 for details of the Pirate Water Taxi tour on 
the Hillsborough River in April. For this event there is a limit of 
40.
 The board welcomes any suggestions for future events. Please 
contact me, or any board member, with your ideas.

  Gary

Welcome 
New Members!

Zachary Foley • Wimauma
Constantine Toumbis • Crystal River
Gary Warner • Naples

Renewed Members
JThomas Bonaparte • Tampa
Roger Button • Nokomis
Neal  Dion • Spring Hill
Robert Dostal • Port Saint Locie
Louis Dughi • Palm Harbor
Gordon Govalet • Bradenton
Daniel  Hogan • Largo
David Hutchinson • Safety Harbor
Anthony LoBalbo • Beverly Hills
Beverly Lowell • Palm Harbor
Ron Martin • Tampa
Anthony Massaro • Sarasota
Robert Matthews • Newport Richey
Lynda Miller • Plant City
Jon Mitchell • Bradenton
Walter Piff • Clearwater
Howard Rogers • Ellijay
Reagan Rowe • Longboat Key
Stephen Rush • St Petersburg
Scott Suits • Palm Harbor
Helmut Tramposch • Riverview
B Weeks • Tampa
Jo Wolfrey • Treasure Island

Above are the new  and renewed members from October 
25,  2016.through January 2, 2017. We look forward to 
meeting the new members and hope to keep seeing our 
renewed members at many of our events. – Editor



  
 4  December 2016/January 2017

 

 Name(s) __________________________________________________________

 Phone _______________________        Cell Phone________________________

 Email ____________________________________________________________

 Address __________________________________________________________

 # ______  $5/person for tour _______________

Make check payable to:
Tampa Bay Section MBCA

Mail by February 19, 2017 to: 
Ben Berman

4223 MacKay Falls Terr.
Sarasota, FL 34243-4260

Berman Car Collection Tour & Dinner 
February 26, 2017

Details:   Club members Len and Ben Berman invite 
you to their storage garage to view their collections of ve-
hicles old and new.  The cars range from the newest, a 2016 
Rolls Royce Dawn convertible purchased in November 2016, 
to the oldest, a 1947 Oldsmobile sedan identical to the one on 
which their grandmother learned to drive in the late 1940s. 
Also included are five Mercedes Benzes and an assortment 
of cars produced by domestic and foreign manufacturers.  
In addition to being long-time members of the MBCA, the 
Bermans belong  to clubs for aficionados of Pontiac, Buick, Cadillac, Chrysler and Jaguar automobiles, and are life members of 
the Antique Automobile Club of America (AACA).
 Please note that  the names of all Tampa Bay Section members and guests who plan to attend must be submitted in advance.  
No one will be admitted without a prior reservation.  

Directions:  Please be sure to provide Ben with your email address. Upon receipt of your reservation he will send you 
the address and specific directions to the garage. You can also put the address in your navigation system, smart phone, GPS, 
Google Maps, or Mapquest for specific directions from your location. If you are lost, call Ben on his cell phone. The number is 
(941) 266-5814

 

Important Info
 WHEN: Sunday, February 26, 2017
 WHERE: Their garage is near the I-75 exit for Venice
  Robbi’s Reef Restaurant
         900 Venetia Bay Blvd.
         Venice, FL 34285
 COST: $5.00/person
 CALL: Ben Berman • 941 355 2469 
  Bib1946@aol.com
 TIME: 2:00 PM - for tour 
  4:00 PM for dinner
 RESERVE BY: February 19th 

No one will be admitted without a 
prior reservation.

Berman Car Collection Tour & Dinner
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Details:  Thoroughbred racing is back for the winter 
season and we have March 12th scheduled for the Tampa Bay 
Section – MBCA. We have reserved a group area in the Skye 
Terrace Dining Room located on the third floor of the club-
house overlooking the entire track. This area combines fine 
dining comfort with a panoramic view of all the racing action. 
For this Sunday we will have a culinary buffet brunch with 
breakfast and lunch items and a variety of specialty desserts 
(vegetarian choices are offered on the buffet). Mixed drinks are 
available for purchase, and within the dining room are special 
betting windows. Your $30.00 registration includes the brunch 
& mimosa drink, a complimentary program, and a relaxed 
atmosphere for an afternoon of racing action. You make your 
own bets!
 We will have our own TampaBay-MBCA sponsored race 
and an opportunity to present the winner’s trophy. Four (4) 
members will be picked via a drawing for the Trophy presenta-
tion in the Winner’s Circle (with photo!).
 We will be limited to the first 50 people to sign-up (2 
persons per membership) and send in their payment. Our 
absolute deadline for cutoff is in-hand receipt of your check 
by March 5th. Price for the brunch and afternoon of action is 
$30.00 per person. Preferred parking or valet parking at the Clubhouse is $2.00 per car; free parking is available across the road from 
the grandstand entrance.
 Our group will meet at the Clubhouse entrance at 11:00AM promptly!! (Be parked by 10:45!) Brunch starts at 11:30AM. Racing 
action is from 12:25-5:00PM (or so). 
 The dress code for the dining room is that NO shorts, jeans or skorts are allowed, and gentlemen are required to wear a col-
lared shirt… this dress code is soundly enforced.

Directions:  From Clearwater/St. Petersburg: Take US 19 to SR580 (Tampa Road turns into Hillsborough Ave). Go east on 
SR580 to Race Track Road. Make a left on Race Track Road, go through the first stop light, and proceed a short way to the complex 
on the right side. From Tampa: Go west on Hillsborough Ave. to Race Track Road.  Make a right on Race Track Road, go through the 
first stop light, and proceed a short way to the Complex on the right side.

Important Info
 WHEN: Sunday March 12, 2017
 WHERE: Tampa Bay Downs
  1125 Race Track Road • Tampa, Florida 
  813-855-4401
 COST: $30/adult 
 CALL: Lynn & Dave • 727-726-6711
  DHutch@verizon.net
 TIME: 10:30AM - 5:00PM (or so)

 RESERVE BY: February 12th. (or first 50 people)

Limited to 50 registrations (2 per membership). .
 Web: http://tampabaydowns.com/

 

 Name ____________________________________________________________

 Phone _______________________        Cell Phone________________________

 Email ____________________________________________________________

 Address __________________________________________________________

      1   or   2  @ $30/adult  _______________ Enclosed

Make check payable to:
Tampa Bay Section MBCA

Mail by March 5, 2017 to: 
Lynn & Dave Hutchinson

2104 Flamingo Place
Safety Harbor, FL 34695

Tampa Bay Downs Thoroughbred Horse Racing & Brunch 
March 12, 2017

Tampa Bay Downs Thoroughbred Horse Racing & Brunch
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Above righ:  Rosemarie 
Bannagott & Pat Anag-
nostis
Above: Ron & Mary Ellen 
Ames
Right: Howard & Suzi 
Rogers

Holiday Brunch
Safety Harbor, FL
December 4, 2016
By Lynn Hutchinson

Our annual Holiday Brunch was held at the 
Safety Harbor Spa on December 4, 2016. We 
had a lovely private room with windows fac-

ing the pool and grounds, and Tampa Bay.
 We had 74 people in attendance…… a fabulous 
turnout! What a great time we had visiting with 
members, new and old. Everyone loves our Chinese 
auction, stealing each other’s gifts up to three times. 
It’s always amazing to see what gifts are at a pre-
mium. This year some of the gifts that were stolen 
often were a Christmas train with candles, a car trunk 
organizer, sunglasses, and wine and chocolates. Of 
course, also very popular were the Mercedes throws 
and the model cars.
 We also donated 50 gifts to the Hope Children’s 
Home as well as $625 in gift cards ($375 from the 
Club, $75 from members, and $175 from the raffle of 
Scott’s prints).
 I saved telling about the food until last. I 
do believe the Spa’s lobster bisque is fabu-
lous. I have been to other brunches, but the 
Spa’s food for variety and freshness cannot 
be duplicated. The huge cold shrimp and 
oysters on the half shell make my mouth wa-
ter. The carved prime rib was the best ever…
so tender. For breakfast lovers, what an 
assortment to pick from! There is an omelet 
station and a waffle station, too.
 Mark your calendar now for December 3 
for the 2017 Holiday Brunch. We will have a 
limit of 80 people.

All photos in this issue taken by 
Dave Hutchinson.

Above:  Eleanor Vassel & Kim Mills
Far Left: Soon to be members David & Liz 
Palmer
Left: Karl Grube & Barbara Little

Above: Steve & Heather Rush
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All photos in this issue taken by 
Dave Hutchinson.

Above: Grace & Edward Ho
Left: Gene & Evelyn Heil

Below Left: John & Norma 
Boots
Below: Robert Lewis & daugh-
ter Cynthia Mondee
Below far: Gail Werner with 
her bottle of wine

Above far left:  Helen Sanders
Above far right: Cliff Brinkley
Above: Neal Dion

Above:  Jimmie & Elaine Lee
Below: Chris & Margaret Gregoriou 

Right:  Anna & Bob Beltz
Below:  Mike & Gena Miller

Above: Pat Watson
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Historic Spanish Point Tour & Dinner

Osprey, FL
November 13, 2016
By Len Berman

On a perfect Florida Sunday afternoon a large 
contingent from the Tampa Bay Section enjoyed 
the soft gulf breeze at historic Spanish Point. 

Lead by excellent docents as guides, walking and tram 
tours explored the waterside scenery, pioneer buildings 
and museum while we learned about the early settlement 
of the area just south of Tampa Bay. Covering 
both early indigenous and later European-
American periods, we gained an appreciation 
for the development of a significant part of our 
part of Florida. Of course the event was capped 
off by the obligatory meal, an eclectic late lunch 
at Square One nearby, leaving us well informed 
and well fed.

On the cover L-R: Julien Hartzog, Sandy Schwartz, Gene & Evelyn Heil, Jim Merada, Pat Watson, Ed & Carolyn Ja-
rotz, Bob Martino, Nancy Merada in front of Lou Dughi, Buzz Werner, Catherine Martino, Gary Dolin, Krissy Bacon, 
Marilynn Reason, Connie Dolin, Gail Werner, Bob Reason, Greg Watson, Dan & Debbie Cabrera, Ben Berman, Marcia 
Schulz, Norm & Victoria Ross, Sharon & Lon Fairchild, Marci & Goef Gibbs.  

Above: Event planner, Len Berman 
with his new Rolls Royce Dawn
Left: Sandy Schwartz & Julian 
Hartzog
Below:  Connie Dolin & Debbie 
Cabrera

Above: One of the 2 
golf carts for those 
needing help during 
our tour
Right: Bob & Marilynn 
Reason.
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Above right: Gail & Buzz 
Werner
Right: Edgard & Marcia 
Schulz
Left: Nancy & Jim Merada
Lower Right: Lynn Hutchinson 
& Gary Dolin

Left: Gene & Evelyn Heil
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For Sale
Any member wishing to place an ad in the newsletter for au-
tomobiles and/or related equipment for sale, may do so at 
no charge by sending a typed or printed copy to the Editor 
no later than the 10th of the odd number months. 

FOR SALE - SLK - One of the first SLKs sold in Pinellas 
County. This car was ordered on the very first day that the 
SLK was announced. 1998 SLK 230 – Brilliant Silver with 
Salsa (red/black) interior. All original. Only 18,000 miles 
m.o.l. Recent A Service. Always Dealer serviced. Garage 
kept. Immaculate, great rally car. $16,500 - Call Dave at 
727-420-0592 or 727-726-6711.

FOR SALE  – Bonnie & Dick Wolverton cars 2007 S-550, 
58k miles, Options include parktronis backup camera, Iridium 
silver; all services at Crown. $22,000.  2003 SLK32 AMG 
black, 58k miles, all service Crown, new tires, 349 hp, very 
good condition. Great for driving events. $13,000. Less than 
1,000 sold in 2003 Call Dick (H) 727-896-1995, (O) 727-823-
1399 or dickwolv@aol.com
FOR SALE - Mercedes Benz Owners Manual from 1970 280 
SE nd 280 SE 4.5. in paper envelope sleeve, and in near per-
fect condition. $45. “Mercedes” ash tray, chrome with star in 
the middle, unique, $65; MB 300E glass model on wood base, 
$25. Text for photos (914)548-5450....cell. Anthony LoBalbo, 
Beverly Hills, FL 

1000 Island Tour with Ottawa Section
Ganonoque, Ontario, Canada
August 2016
By Steve & Heather Rush

Heather and I spent the month of August visiting 
Ottawa, Canada’s capital city. While we were 
there, we spent a wonderful day enjoying the 

warm hospitality of the Ottawa Section of MBCA. 
 The day began with a drive to Gananoque, On-
tario, which is on the north shore of the St. Lawrence 
River. As Lake Ontario narrows down to form the St. 
Lawrence, it flows around hundreds of islands, most of 
which have no permanent residents. This is an incred-
ibly beautiful (and popular) tourist area for both Cana-
dians and Americans. Gananoque is a beautiful small 
town with well-preserved 18th- and 19th-century build-
ings.
 About 30 members of the Ottawa Section took 
part in this event and some very pretty MB’s were in 
evidence. We overheard several discussions of winter 
storage options, which both explained why the open 
cars were rust-free, and reinforced our conviction that 
we are fortunate indeed to reside here. We then took a 
tour of a craft brewery located in an1859 building and 
enjoyed tasting a nice range of brews from a light lager 
to a fine dark porter. One interesting fact is that the 
brewery is owned in large part by the local farmers that 
supply grain and hops as raw materials – pretty clever!

 Following the tour, we adjourned to a nearby German restaurant 
for a terrific lunch of schnitzel, sausage, sauerkraut, spaetzle etc… 
The Section President, Lawrence Lomas, then introduced Heather and 
me and presented us with some very nice gifts, including a set of vin-
tage MB pins and a book of historic photographs of Ottawa. We were 
both very touched by this demonstration of friendship and fraternity 
and responded by extending a blanket invitation to join us for a 
Tampa Bay Section event. I know that we will roll out the “red, white, 
and blue” carpet for our Canadian friends who follow that 3-pointed 
star South
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 Name(s) __________________________________________________________

 Phone _______________________        Cell Phone________________________

 Email ____________________________________________________________

 Address __________________________________________________________

 # ______  $15/person for tour _______________

Make check payable to:
Tampa Bay Section MBCA

Mail by April 24, 2017 to: 

Linda & Paul Cooper
121 Woodland Court

Safety Harbor, FL 34695

Tampa Taxi Boat Tour & Dinner 
April 30, 2017

Details:   The Club will take a narrated 2 hour tour of Tampa’s Hillsborough River and surrounds on the Pirate Water Taxi 
beginning at 1 PM. We will meet and return to the dock behind the Tampa History Museum.  Paid parking is available nearby at 
the Tampa Aquarium as well as City garages. This Tour will be limited to 40 members.

Directions:  Put the address in your navigation system, smart phone, GPS, Google Maps, or Mapquest for specific 
directions from your location. Please allow enough time to park and walk for our prompt sailing at 1 PM. If you are lost or run-
ning late, call Linda Cooper 727-798-6800.

Important Info
 WHEN: Sunday, April 30, 2017
 WHERE: Pirate Water Taxi
  Behind the Tampa History Museum
  801 Old Water St. • Tampa, FL
  Restaurant to Be Determined
         
 COST: $15.00/person for the Water Taxi Tour
 CALL:  Paul & Linda Cooper
  727-726-6837 • LindaBCooper@verizon.net
 TIME: 1 - 3:00 PM - for tour 
  4:00 PM for dinner
 RESERVE BY: April 24th 

There is a limit of 40 for the Tour.

Tampa Water Taxi Tour & Dinner
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SERVICE & REPAIR OF: 
 
 
 

• Free Estimates 

• Factory Trained Technicians 

• Family Owned & Operated Since 1994 

• Specializing In Historic German Cars 

• Call 547-0818 For An Appointment Today 

GERMAN TECH, INC. • 10881 75th Street North • Largo, FL 33777 
Business Hours: Mo-Fr 7:30 am - 5:30 pm • (727) 547-0818 • info@germantech.com 

YOUR ONE STOP 
FOR ALL YOUR GERMAN CAR NEEDS 


