
���������	
����
	���������	������ 

 1

 
 

The Bluegrass Star 
 

A Publication of the 
Bluegrass Stars Section 

Mercedes-Benz Club 
of America 

September, 2006 
 
 

 

Reminder: Fall Tech Session at Tafel Motors-October 21!  

 
Please Welcome! 

 
We welcome a new member to the Bluegrass Stars 
Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America.  
We are happy to have you join our club.  The 
success of our club depends on the participation of 
all members in our scheduled activities. Your 
comments on how we can improve of add more 
interesting events to our activities are very 
important.  Please join us at the tech session at 
Tafel Motors! 
 
Derek Almon  Mount Vernon, IN   
    
Larry Harris  Owensboro, KY   
   
John T Jones  Nicholasville, KY   
 
Jean Moore  Mount Vernon, IN   
    
Hannelore Rader  Louisville, KY   
 
Larry J. Will  Evansville, IN   
 
Ronald Witt  Mt. Vernon, IN   
 
Albert C.   Jeffersonville, IN  
Holmes,Sr.  
                                   
Art Rupe            Louisville, KY               
 
Robert H. Shipp              Louisville, KY 
 
Bill Worley            Louisville, KY  
 
 

 
President’s Message 
 
After careful planning, the Bluegrass Stars Section, 
the 500 Section and the Cincinnati Section of 
MBCA coordinated a combined Drive’N Dine 
Event to The German Corner restaurant in 
Bennington, near Vevay, Indiana.  Each club 
arrived in time to be served lunch at 12:30PM.  The 
three clubs came together to have fun, enjoy the 
wonderful cuisine, and camaraderie with fellow 
Mercedes-Benz club members and to celebrate the 
50th anniversary of MBCA. 
 
 Bluegrass Stars Section members who called in, or 
mailed in their RSVPs were e-mailed maps with 
directions to The German Corner in case they 
choose to drive up on their own. We met at 
Autobahn Motors at 1501 Mellwood Avenue, 
Louisville, and departed at 9:45AM.  There were 
also maps and directions left at Autobahn and a 
cellular phone number to the lead vehicle to help 
late arriving members get to the restaurant (see 
photos).  We took the scenic route through 
Scottsburg, Indiana, where member Tom Binkley 
had a friend, Shannon Anderson, who was a co-
owner of Southern Collision & Restoration, a 
collision & restoration shop.  He was kind enough 
to open up his shop early for our Mercedes-Benz 
group to take a short tour. 
 
The Bluegrass Stars Section arrived at The German 
Corner about 12:15PM, and were greeted by Mrs. 
Johanna Welch. After the feast, Mrs. Welch sang 
songs of her native German heritage. Of course, we 
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joined in as she requested.  She told of her life 
growing up in Germany and how she met and 
married her American GI husband, Jim.  Steven 
Rae, President of the 500 Section, offered a toast 
for the 50th Anniversary of MBCA and the 
camaraderie of fellow MBCA clubs.  This was done 
just prior to consuming the best German deserts 
you’ve ever tasted. 
 
Nat Williams, president of the Bluegrass Stars 
Section, presented Don McCoy, owner of Autobahn 
Motors LLC of Louisville, Kentucky, the Member 
of The Year Award for 2005 for dedicated services 
to the Bluegrass Stars Section over many years.  
Even before he became a member of the club, he 
would volunteer his services and time.  Although 
his shop is closed on Saturday, Don would open it 
up for tech sessions to the Mercedes-Benz club 
members, free of charge.  He would even go to the 
Louisville Regional Science Fairs on the University 
of Louisville campus with Larry Gettleman 
(treasurer and membership chair), on Saturday, 
although his shop was closed, to help select the 
winners of the Automotive Science Award for the 
Mercedes-Benz Club.  Don wasn’t at The German 
Corner to receive his award, but two of his 
mechanics, Duane Bartlett and Art Rupe, were 
there.  A copy of the Mercedes-Benz Technical 
Manual was awarded to Art & Duane, the 
mechanics at Autobahn Motors, for assisting Mr. 
Mc Coy during the tech sessions at his shop. 
 
Thank you for your services to MBCA, Don, and 
congratulations.  Thanks to all Mercedes-Benz 
Clubs, members and guests, for coming to The 
German Corner and making this such a great event! 
 
Upcoming Events-NOTE CHANGES! 
 
 
Fall Tech Session at Tafel Motors 
 
Please reserve a spot on your calendars NOW, and 
plan to join us for one of the Bluegrass Stars 
Section’s most anticipated and best attended club 
event of the year.  On Saturday, October 21st 2006, 
we will have a fall Tech Session and Potluck Lunch 
at Tafel Motors, the Louisville MB dealer.  The 
Bluegrass Stars Section has invited the 500 Section, 
the Gateway Section, the Smokey Mountain 
Section and the Cincinnati Section MBCA as guest 

cubs, and several special guests will meet us at the 
Tafel Service Department located at 4156 
Shelbyville Road (St. Matthews), Louisville 
Kentucky 40207, Tel # (502) 896-4411.  The tech 
session will be a question and answer session,.  If 
anyone wishes to put their cars up on the lift to 
check emergency maintenance items or check out 
the famous German midline antitrust system found 
on older cars (oil leaks), and maybe do some minor 
repairs, if allowed.  Please contact the president of 
the Bluegrass Stars Section or section officers by 
phone or e-mail as soon as possible.  We need to 
give the mechanics your name to let them know 
who will use the lift and in what order, for priority 
and due to the time limit (contact club officers for 
reservations). 
 
 This is a two hour tech session, starting at 10:00 
AM, with a pot luck lunch at noon.  Billy J. Smith 
and James J Harley Jr. (Jay) will be available to 
answer questions and make suggestions as needed. 
 
Many club members are seeking answers about 
how to improve on their Mercedes performance.  
Come to the tech session.  Mr. Smith and Mr. 
Harley bring great credentials and vast knowledge 
of Mercedes-Benz automobiles.  Here are some 
questions that may be considered, based on 
members’ needs: 
 
What about the electronic Mercedes-Benz?  
Owners of those high-tech 1990s vehicles are 
beginning to find out all those electronics and 
diagnostics of their troubles are very expensive.  
What are the tips when the warranty runs out on 
your electronic MB?  What will these cars be like 
in 20 years?  How will we restore them?  Cruise 
control, maintenance of older Mercedes-Benz, and 
automatic climate control are also responsible for a 
great number of questions from our MBCA 
sections. 
 
What about bleeding the brakes?  Did you know 
that Daimler–Chrysler recommends bleeding the 
brakes every 3 years in order to maintain the proper 
operation of your Benz?  Bleeding the brakes 
involves simply draining and replacing the brake 
fluid. Brake fluid is hygroscopic, which means that 
it absorbs moisture that can eventually corrode 
various parts of the brake system.  Replacing the 
fluid every 3 years effectively removes the 



���������	
����
	���������	�������

 3

moisture and extends the life of your brake 
components.  One word of warning for those 
who plan to replace the fluid yourselves: using 
the drain method or the vacuum method will 
not work on vehicles with ABS brakes.  ABS 
requires a pressurized system to ensure that 
fluid is forced through the ABS pump.  If it’s 
been more than 3 years since the brakes were 
bled, you should make an appointment to get 
that done as soon as possible! 
 
We are planning to have a potluck lunch after 
the tech session for everybody, highlighted by 
Rosetta Williams’ famous chili.  We need to 
know how many will be coming so we can 
make plans to accommodate everyone.  Your 
RSVP is only a phone call or e-mail to the 
president or section officers. 
Members of the Bluegrass Stars Section:  
please bring a salad or a dessert, if you can, to 
enhance the potluck lunch.  Guest clubs and 
their guests need not bring anything for the 
potluck lunch.  The sponsoring club will 
provide the main course, a salad dish and a 
meat tray, flatware, soft drinks, cups, plates, 
etc.  If you have problems getting to the tech 
session or have any questions, contact any of 
the local officials listed in the newsletter or call 
TAFEL MOTORS at (502) 896-4411.  During 
week-days ask for Rip Parks, service manager. 
 
Date:  Saturday, October 21st 2006 
 
Time:  10AM  Tech Session:    

Noon:  Pot Luck Lunch 
 
Place:  Tafel Motors 
 
Address: 4156 Shelbyville Road (St 

Matthews),Louisville, KY  
40207 

 
Telephone: (502) 896-4411 
 
Our special invited guests are Delanor 
Manson,RN, judge of the 2006 Louisville 

Regional Science Fairs, and the winner, 
Thomas Hauber, who has already received his 
Mercedes-Benz check for $100.00 for his 
award winning project.  He is invited to 
demonstrate his award-winning science project, 
Hydrogen: The Fuel of the Future. Thomas, his 
parents and Delanor, the judge of the event, 
and MBCA Regional Director, Ed Johnson and 
his wife, Karen, are also invited to the potluck 
lunch.   
 
Note: We need a head count to know how 
many, including guests, will be attending the 
tech session at Tafel Motors.  Please contact 
any of the section officers listed in the 
newsletter. 
 
Door prizes will be awarded during the potluck 
lunch, so don’t forget to pick up your door 
prize coupon when you sign in at Tafel.  
Remember the Special MB Loyalty Program – 
New Car Rebates while you are next door to 
Tafel show room, which provides an allowance 
up to $2,500 (depending on model) on a new 
Mercedes-Benz to MBCA members who meet 
eligibility requirements for MBCA members in 
good standing (no lapse in membership) for the 
previous 12 months.  The Loyalty Reward 
Program allowance is in addition to any other 
incentive programs in place when you buy a 
new Mercedes-Benz vehicle (see pp. 48 and 49 
in the July/August issue of The Star). 
  
Lets make this Fall Tech Session an enjoyable 
one and help celebrate MBCA's 50th 
Anniversary! 
  
Peace 
   
Nat Williams, President 
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Please provide caption 
 

 
 

The restaurant was filled to capacity with Bluegrass/500/Cincinnati Section MBCA members and guests. 
Fortunately, no one wound up at the “kid’s table”. 
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. 
Other Upcoming Events 
 
Sunday, October 1st – 6th - STARFEST ‘06, Las 
Vegas, Nevada. 
  
Monday, December 11th- Annual Holiday Dinner 
 
Place:  Erika’s German Restaurant 
  9301 Hurstbourne Park Road 
  Louisville, KY  40220 
 
Tel:  (502) 499–8822 
 
Date:  Monday, December, 11th 
 
Time:  6:30PM – 9:30PM 
 
The Bluegrass Stars Section will hold its Annual 
Holiday Party at Erika’s German Restaurant.   
Members of the Bluegrass Stars Section of MBCA, 
your families, friends and guests are invited to join 
the president at our club’s Annual Holiday Dinner 
at Erika’s German Restaurant.  Please mail your 
remittance ($15.00 per person in your group) prior 
to 4th. December, 2006.  Your RSVPs for your 
entire party are your check payble to: Bluegrass 
Stars Section MBCA.  Please mail your check to 
the club treasurer, Larry Gettleman at the following 
address: 
 
1461 South 4th Street 
Louisville, KY  40208-2118 
RSVP at (502) 634-1461 
 
The Annual Holiday Dinner at Erika’s is a private 
party for Bluegrass Stars Section MBCA members 
only and their invited guests.  The party celebrates 
the 50th Anniversary Year.  This is definitely an 
event not to miss and provides a great opportunity 
for all of us to join together for a fun night of 
camaraderie with fellow members.  Erika’s typical 
menu includes; 
 
Jungschweinebraten (tender young pork roasted 
with garlic and savory spices) 
Jagerschnitzel: (tender breaded pork loin served in 
a creamy mushroom sauce) 
 
 
 

Wiener Schnitzel: (porkloin breaded with fresh 
lemon) 
Bratwurst plate: (three German bratwursts, served 
with potato salad and sauerkraut) 
Side dishes; Spatzle, German potato salad, 
sauerkraut, and dinner salad with German bread. 
Deserts: Chocolate mousse cake 
Drinks: Coffee, tea and soft drinks 
 
MBCA Membership Drive 
 
There have never been as many Mercedes vehicles 
on the road as there are today, and the sales figures 
for new Mercedes vehicles are up according to 
MBUSA. This implies that there are also many new 
potential MBCA members. MBCA has initiated a 
membership drive, in which current members can 
get one month of membership free for every new 
member enlisted via their referral! Forms and 
information are at the mbca.org website; if you are 
Internet-challenged, contact the editor (see officers) 
and we will send you some forms, or call the 
MBCA at 800-637-2360. 
 
Discounted Parts 
 
If you wish to purchase Mercedes-Benz parts, the 
dealerships and shops listed have agreed to reduce 
by ten percent (10%) the total price of parts 
purchased by a Mercedes-Benz Club member with 
a current MBCA membership card. Your Editor has 
already more than saved his first year membership 
by taking advantage of these types of discounts. 
 
TAFEL MOTORS 
4156 Shelbyville Road (St. Matthews) 
Louisville, KY 40207 
(502) 896-4411 
 
AUTOBAHN MOTORS LLC 
1501 Mellwood Avenue 
Louisville, KY 40206-1749 
(502) 587- 7827 
See Don, Art, or Duane 
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The Trading Post: Cars, Parts, and 
Accessories 
 
If you have a Mercedes-Benz or significant M-B 
part that you would like to buy, sell, or trade, just 
submit your ad to the Editor, The Bluegrass Star. 
All ads must follow the submission rules and the 
suggested format as found in the back of The Star 
magazine. They will be listed at no charge to a 
section member; no commercial ads will be 
accepted, however, without prior arrangement for 
payment. Your ad will appear in the next issue of 
The Bluegrass Star, and you may request listings in 
two subsequent issues.  
 
For Sale 
 
Front & rear floor mats for W123, blue, 
embroidered star, used, $30. Four 14" alloy wheels, 
nearly new, $50 each. Half-shafts for rear 
suspension R107, W115, W123 & others, used, 
$100 each (price lowered). Larry Gettleman  (see 
Section Officers below). 
 
Four wheels, 8x16in with tires; fits the 2000 S500; 
$125 each. 
 
Four door pull closer handles: fits the 2000 S500 
Mercedes; $50 each. 
 
Four-piece air vent set for dash of 2000 S500 
Mercedes-Benz; $260; Contact Nat Williams (see 
officers section in the newsletter) 
 
 
E-Mail Addresses 
 
MBCA National Business Office and Bluegrass 
Stars Section Needs Your E-Mail Address 
 
Over the past few years, we have been able to add 
and/or adjust last-minute events, change in dates, 
etc. to our calendar of Events.  The Bluegrass 
Section Newsletter is not necessarily the timeliest 
method of notifying you of something new on the 
schedule of a change in venue.  MBCA rules are 
very clear: your address will not be sold or 
otherwise distributed!  The National Business 
Office currently maintains a list of members’ e-mail 
addresses.  We certainly understand that you do not 

want unsolicited mail. The list is only used to send 
reminders of changes / addition to upcoming club 
activities. 
 
Section Officers 
 
You can contact the Section Officers by snail-mail, 
phone or e-mail: 
 
President: Nat Williams 
1123 Sherwood Drive 
Radcliff, KY 40160-1154 
Phone: (270) 352-5410 
natw4889@msn.com 
 
Treasurer & Membership Chair: Larry Gettleman 
1461 South Fourth Street 
Louisville, KY 40208-2118 
Phone: (502) 634-1461 
gettleman@louisville.edu 
 
Editor: Steve J. Loboyko 
217 Redding Rd. 
Georgetown, KY 40324 
Phone: (859) 232-5173 
mb107@adelphia.net 


