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Havasupai 
By Chuck and Ava Stanford 
 
Mark your Calendar NOW for Havasupai ‘22 
 
We’ve all heard of Arizona’s “5 Cs”, the cornerstones of the State’s economic development over the past 
100 years.  And now one of these – Copper – is the theme for Havasupai ’22, to be held September 30 
- October 2 in the heart of Arizona’s copper mining region.   
 
Veteran rallyemasters Chuck and Ava Stanford have promised the usual – and some new twists as well 
– sure to make for an exciting and memorable weekend.  You’ll be driving Arizona’s picturesque scenery 
and winding roads, while observing sites and scenes of unimagined scale and investment, and maybe 
even finding some of your own treasure along the way! 
 
We’ll start on Friday night at the Best Western Copper Hills Inn in Globe (sorry, the Ritz Carlton was 
booked…)  Following a short, scenic drive from the Valley, you’ll check in, and then take a stroll across 
the street for some wine tasting and live music, tasty snacks, and fun hospitality.  Saturday morning 
following a hearty breakfast, we’ll hit the road for local history, observation, and basic information about 
the fascinating process of extracting and treating the shiny metal that comprises 50 pounds of your car 
(165 pounds if you’re driving electric), nearly 450 pounds of the average home, and 12% by weight of 
your cellphone!  We’ll see mining towns that have thrived in the ups and downs of this complex and 
cyclical business – and some that haven’t fared as well… Along the way you’ll also enjoy some great 
food, fun drives, and yes, probably a few “miner’s words” directed at the rallyemasters. 
                                  Continued on page 3 
 

Holiday Party       
By Debbie Ichiyama and Karen Manser                                              

                     

The holidays will be here before we know it. Clear the 4th of December for the Desert Stars Annual Holiday 
Party - with the always-important Member Anniversary recognition celebration.  It is time to reflect back 
on 2022 as we spend time with friends and fellow members catch up, and enjoy the spirit of the holidays. 
The luncheon will be at the Grayhawk Golf Club in the Fairway House. We will have a no-host bar.  
Anniversary celebrants must attend to receive your recognition pins (or you need a really good excuse 
for not being there!)  So we want to see you! List of recipients on page 4.  Oh, don’t forget we are collecting 
for Toys for Tots so please bring an un-wrapped gift! Please see Registration forms for details. Make this 
holiday season a special one by joining your friends in the Desert Stars Mercedes-Benz club. 

Festivities will begin at noon. 

Registration form is on page 7 of the Newsletter.   
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“More Than a Car Club | We’re a Community” 

Welcome our new Members! 

Desert Stars Section Officers and Board Members 

President’s Message	
By Debbie Ichiyama 
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The 2022 MBCA National Elections are upon us.   

This election is for candidates for people to serve on the national 
board of directors from each MBCA Region (this election covers 6 
of the 12 MBCA Regions), as well as “open” non-regional seats. 
The club’s national board governs the operations and activities of 
the MBCA. 

On or after September 1st, an email will be sent to all Active 
members with a link to the National Election Ballot. There will be a 
National Election Ballot mailed to all Active members who do not 
have an email address. Paper ballots will be available upon 
request from Election Services. 
 
In order to be counted, the pre-addressed ballots  
must be received by October 17, 2022. 
 
Remember to vote! 
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Havasupai Continued 

Volunteers Needed for running Events  
 

One example is to organize a day drive this summer. 
 

You won’t be alone in doing this.  You will have the guidance of folks experienced in running events.  
Please consider helping us out.  If you are interested or would like more information, please contact 
Debbie Ichiyama dichiyama@me.com or Karen Manser nspinaz@gmail.com 
 
Thank you 

 

Arizona Concours d’Elegance 
January 23, 2023 

 
The Arizona Concours d’Elegance returns as the highlight of Arizona Car Week in January 2023, 
partnering with Scottsdale Arts to bring some of the world’s rarest and most valuable collector cars 
for display at Scottsdale Civic Center. 
 

“Scottsdale Arts and the City of Scottsdale are thrilled to  
welcome this premier automotive event to our  

calendar of arts and entertainment.” 
 

For more information call 480-499-8587 or visit 
www.experiencescottsdale.com/event/arizona-concours-d’elegane/367574 

 
 

Saturday night we’ll celebrate our driving accomplishments and 
“mining” success with dinner and an auction!  There’ll be prizes for 
all, but with a surprise! And of course, we’ll award traditional 
Kachinas for those whose mileage, observation and puzzle skills 
best match the rallyemasters. 
 
You won’t want to miss this unique weekend – bargain priced at only 
$549 per couple for the entire weekend.  This all-inclusive amount 
covers hotel, all your meals and prizes, in fact, everything but your 
alcohol and fuel – which by the way is about 50 cents a gallon less in 
Globe-Miami than in the Valley.  Fill out the form on page 7 and 
return it to Debbie Ichiyama.  We’ll look forward to seeing you in 
mining country – no pick and shovel needed J! 
 
Chuck and Ava 
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Anniversary Recipients 

50 Years 
Ed Kasmar 
 
40 Years 
Peter Gannon 
 
35 Years 
Monroe McDonald 
 
30 Years 
Annette Broatch 
Ursula Schneider 
 
25 Years 
Egon Hagemann 
David Shapiro 
 
20 Years 
Hillary Fiscus 
Robert Nystrom 
JW Whithead 
 
15 Years 
Larry Glindeman 
Carey Hobson 
Robert Hooper 
James Larson 
Corwin Liston 
Raymond Miller 
Tarun Sinha 
Jackie VanDemark 
Alan Waller 
R Williams 
 

10 Years 
Harman Cadis 
Victor Ferreira 
Charles Gonzales 
Evan Lederman 
Claude Mischler 
Mark Reichmann 
Robert Tokle 
Gerald Tulman 
Robert Webster 
 
5 Years 
William Bowers 
Les Hardie 
Eric Hasselbring 
John Hornick 
Kelly Johnson 
Nancy Kuhn 
Maimo Miguel 
John Palley 
 
 
 

Local Car Culture 
 
 The Scottsdale Motorsports Gathering	
  7:00-10:00 am on the first Saturday of every month.  
  Free for spectators! 
  Market Street at DC Ranch 
  20789 N Pima Rd 
  Scottsdale, AZ 85255	
 
  Highline Autos Cars & Coffee 
  7:30 – 10:00 am on the first Saturday of every month. 
  5415 East High Street 
  Phoenix, AZ 85054 
 
  Alpio’s @ TROON 
  Car’s & COFFEE at Pinnacle Peak 
   7:00 – 10:00 am on the second Saturday of every month. 
  10452 East Jomax 
   Scottsdale, AZ 85262 
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Please join us November 12th from 8 to 11 am for a tech session at “Scottsdale European Service” 
 
7279 E Adobe Dr. Suite 110  
Scottsdale, AZ 85255 
 
You may have seen their ad in the latest edition of the Stardust.  Several Desert Stars members have been 
using them with rave reviews! 
 
Scottsdale European Service is your dealership alternative for Mercedes Benz repair and maintenance in 
the Scottsdale area. They offer you dealer-level service at a price that is affordable. Their goal is to be the 
best independent Mercedes Benz service & repair shop in the valley. With over 130 years of 
combined Mercedes Benz Dealership experience and factory diagnostic equipment you can trust them to 
service and repair your Mercedes Benz right the first time! 
 
Their services include, but are not limited to Mercedes Benz scheduled maintenance, A service, B service, 
oil changes, transmission repair, brake replacement, suspension repair, air conditioning, electrical issues, 
windshields and window tinting. They can handle pretty much anything you need for your Mercedes Benz at 
a fraction of the cost compared to the dealership. They use Factory recommended fluids, and 
OEM parts to keep your Mercedes Benz operating as you would expect and will not void your warranty. 
 
Come meet with meet Zach, see his shop and enjoy spending time with your fellow MBCA members.  
 
The Scottsdale European team will be doing a technical discussion on the 48-volt electrical system found on 
most newer Mercedes Benz vehicles. More information will be coming out closer to the event. 
        
There will also be a drawing for a chance to win a free “A” Service courtesy of Scottsdale European Service.   
 
The fee is $ 10 which will cover welcoming coffee and refreshments. 
 
Please RSVP to Debbie Ichiyama at 480-268-9535 or send in the registration form found on page 7. 
 

Tech Session 
       By Debbie Ichiyama 
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                                   Holiday Party 
Please register and pay by Nov 25, 2022 

 
Name(s) Registering: _____________________________________ # attending_______________________ 

 
Phone No.: ________________________Day/ Night Email Address:  ________________________________ 

 
Registration Fee is $ 75.00 per person. 

 
Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: 

MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama 
6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

Credit Card payments available:  Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535. 
 

 

 

                                    Tech Session 
Please register and pay by Nov. 8, 2022 

 
Name(s) Registering: _____________________________________ # attending_______________________ 

 
Phone No.: ________________________Day/ Night Email Address:  ________________________________ 

 
Registration Fee is $ 10 per person 

 
Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: 

MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama 
6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

Credit Card payments available:  Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535. 
 

 

 

                                       Havasupai 
Please register and pay by Sept. 6, 2022 

 
Name(s) Registering: _____________________________________ 1 King or 2 Queen Beds________ 

 
Phone No.: ________________________Day/ Night Email Address:  ________________________________ 

 
Registration Fee is $549.00 per couple. Registration fee includes Friday evening appetizers, Saturday lunch, Saturday 
night awards dinner, non-alcoholic beverages at meals, and awards/prizes. 
 

Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: 
MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama 

6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 
Credit Card payments available:  Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535. 
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Sponsor Spotlight – Scottsdale European 
 
 
In this edition of “Sponsor Spotlight”, we are refocusing and repositioning our “spotlight” on Scottsdale European 
“Mercedes-Benz Specialist” Formally known as MBZ Scottsdale Service They are located at 7279 E Adobe Dr Suite 
110 Scottsdale, AZ 85255 (Just East of the Cobblestone Car Wash and the Pet Resort on Scottsdale Rd and 
Adobe) 
 
Scottsdale European is independently owned and operated by Zach Peterson. Zach opened the shop in 2016. The 
mission of Scottsdale European is to provide dealership level service and repairs for Mercedes Benz autos at a 
fraction of the cost of the dealership. (Typically, 30-50% less) 
 
Q:  Zach tell us a little bit about yourself and Scottsdale European 
A:  (Zach) I started my automotive career attending Universal Technical Institute, and Mercedes Benz Elite Training 
in 1998. After the Mercedes Benz Elite Training Program, I started working as a technician at the local Mercedes 
Benz dealership and earned the title Mercedes Benz Master Certified. My career direction changed when I learned 
that the family owned dealership that I worked for was being sold to a large corporation. I had always appreciated 
working for a family run business and decided why not open my own family-owned shop and provide dealership 
level service at a fraction of the cost of the dealer. Over the years I have had the honor of hiring some of the best 
Mercedes Technicians in the country that now make up our team. Carl, Tad, Jon, Chad, and Zach with over 135 
years of Mercedes Benz technical experience.  
 
 
Q:  What are the main products and services you offer at Scottsdale European? 
A:  (Zach) We are a full service Mercedes Benz dealership alternative which means we only service and repair 
Mercedes Benz vehicles. We can handle any repair or maintenance that your Mercedes Benz requires. Typically, 
we specialize in Mercedes vehicles manufactured after 1995 and newer.  
 
Q:  Are there any special qualifications that Scottsdale European has? 
A:  (Zach) We are all Mercedes Benz Master Certified. Tad (our Shop Forman) is Mercedes Benz AMG Master 
Certified. What do these certifications mean? Between the six of us we have thousands of training credits earned 
from attending Mercedes Benz training schools all over the country making us experts in our field.  
 
Q:  Why did you change your name from MBZ Scottsdale Service to Scottsdale European. 
A:   (Zach)  We received a letter from Mercedes Benz USA regarding our use of the three-pointed star and 
Mercedes Benz in our name requesting we make a change.  In an effort to work with Mercedes Benz we agreed to 
change the name of our business to Scottdale European.  
 
 
Q:  What is the difference between Service A (10,000 mile service) and Service B (20,000 mile service) 
A:  (Zach) Service A is the minor service recommended every 10,000 miles or 1 year. The Service A includes 
changing the engine oil and filter, performing a complete vehicle inspection and correcting your tire pressures and 
topping off all of the fluids. Service B is the major service recommended every 20,000 miles or every 2 years. The 
Service B includes changing the engine oil and filter, replacing the engine air filters, replacing the cabin dust filters, 
and performing the brake fluid flush, performing a complete mechanical vehicle inspection, and correcting the tire 
pressures and fluid levels. 
 
Q:  If my Mercedes Benz is under warranty can you perform the maintenance on the vehicle without 
jeopardizing the warranty on the car. 
A:   (Zach) Absolutely! When you purchase a vehicle with factory warranty you sign an agreement to take care of 
the car and properly maintain your investment, but not who the servicer will be.  The Magnuson-Moss Warranty Act 
of 1975 prohibits automakers from specifying a car owner to return to the new-car dealership in order to maintain the 
factory warranty. We use all OEM parts and fluids to service your Mercedes Benz. We follow the factory 
maintenance schedule outlined by Mercedes Benz so you can trust your Mercedes is being serviced as designed by 
the manufacturer.  
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Q:  What sets Scottsdale European apart from other service and repair shops? 
A:  (Zach) I would say the biggest thing that sets us apart from other shops is our team. We have over 135 years 
combined factory Mercedes Benz training. We all genuinely care about our customers, our shop, and our 
community. We all work as a team to provide the best service possible to our clients every time! We have factory 
diagnostic equipment purchased from Mercedes Benz which allows us to diagnose and program the most 
sophisticated cars in the world. We pay Mercedes Benz a yearly fee for access to Net Star which gives us 
everything the dealership has from work instructions, to technical bulletins. Additionally, we have a Mercedes Benz 
factory approved alignment machine. 
 
 
Q:  What are your business hours? 
A:  We are open Monday thru Friday from 7:30am to 5:30pm. We do have a night drop box if dropping off your 
vehicle before we open and we can arrange after hour pick up if needed.  
  
Q:  Anything else you want our MBCA members to know about Scottsdale European? 
A:  (Zach) We would like to let all of the MBCA members know that we appreciate your business and support! We 
know you have other options when servicing and repairing your Mercedes Benz and for the many of you that have 
chosen us we are very thankful. We will continue to strive to be the best Mercedes Benz repair shop in the valley 
with the most competitive pricing. Our number 1 goal is customer satisfaction and fixing or servicing your vehicle 
right the first time. If you haven’t had a chance to visit our shop feel free to stop by anytime for a quick tour or just to 
say hi! For those of you that have not used our service we do offer a new client discount of 10% off up to $150 on 
top of our already very competitive pricing. Come check us out you won’t be disappointed!  
 
Scottsdale European can be reached at 480-473-4722 (Phone), 480-900-1987 (Text), or email 
zach@scottsdaleeuropeanservice.com , or Carl@scottsdaleeuropeanservice.com Be sure to also check them out 
on the web at http://www.scottsdaleeuropeanservice.com https://www.facebook.com/scottsdaleeuropean 
https://www.instagram.com/scottsdaleeuropean/ 
 
Thank You Scottsdale European for your continued support of MBCA and Desert Stars!  
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The Fountain Hills Chamber of Commerce is organizing an Oktoberfest celebration to be 
held September 23-24 (two nights) and is looking for German cars to put on display.  If 
you’re interested, please contact Chuck Stanford at 602-549-4789 
or AzBenzGuy@msn.com for details.  This could be a fun event and a nice way to display 
your Benz for an evening to an interested crowd in a fun, non-judged setting! 
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F1 Coming Soon 
 

Below are the races scheduled for September and October 
 

Please check your local listings for times and where to find the broadcast. 
                                          
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 Date                       Event                                   Country      

 
Your Company Could Be Here 

The club welcomes inquiries from businesses or members who would like to advertise their goods or 
services to an influential and discriminating group of purchasers.  If you know of a business you think 
should be in this periodical and would like me to try to call on them, please, just let me know.   

Call Ron Borino at 602-550-9939 for information. 

 

4th Sept.       Heineken Dutch Grand Prix             Netherlands 
 
11th Sept.       Pirelli Gran Premio D’Italia                       Italy         
 
2nd Oct.         Singapore Airlines Singapore Grand Prix     Singapore 
 
9th Oct.       Honda Japanese Grand Prix                   Japan 
 
23rd Oct.              Aramco United States Grand Prix                United States 
 
30th Oct       Gran Premio De La Ciudad De Mexico Mexico 
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As a Desert Star. You can list your for-sale Mercedes-Benz here and let all our readers 
know it’s available for them to enjoy.  Whether you have a high mile driver, or a collectible 
with more wax than miles on it, contact us and get your car listed in the Stardust.  Contact 
info StarDustMBCA@gmail.com 
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Please support our awesome sponsors and small 
business owner, when possible.  Let them know 
you heard of them through the StarDust. 
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SAVE THESE DATES 

Visit us at: 
www.desertstars.mbca.org 

Like us on Facebook 
DesertStarsMBCA 

Follow us on Twitter 
@MBCADesertStars 

Keep your address updated with the 
MBCA National Business Office at 

(800) 637-2360 
Online at http://mbca.org 

Update your email address with The National Business Office 
Contact our Membership Chair, Debbie Ichiyama, at 480-268-9535 or dichiyama@me.com 

                 
          
 
 
    
 
 
Sept 30 thru Oct 2             Friday - Sunday           Havasupai  
 
Nov 12                                                   Saturday 8 – 11 AM          Tech Session           
                                         
Dec 4               Sunday - Noon            Holiday Party 
 
Jan TBD                MB Enthusiasts Dinner 
 


