
 want to thank our members 
for all of the amazing feed-
back that we received after 
the holiday issue of the club 
Newsletter.  We weren't su- 

re if we would be continuing to run the 
crossword puzzle, but it sounds like 
many of you enjoy doing the month- 
ly puzzle, so we will keep it in the 
Newsletter.  Because of this tremendous 
feedback, for this issue only, the person 
who fills out the crossword puzzle first 
will be featured on the club's social 
media page.  Simply take a photo of 
your completed crossword puzzle, then 
either text it to me at (775) 997-9901 or 
email it to marcus@dodsonpublica-
tions.com.  Whoever sends in their 
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Positive Feedback 
Readers Enjoyed Holiday Issue 
by Marcus Dodson, Newsletter Editor

completed 
puzzle first will be featured on the 
Sierra Nevada Section’s Facebook page.  
You can find the crossword puzzle on 
page 13 of this issue of The Silver Star. 
    We also heard from members that 
had a good time baking the cookies 
from the holiday recipe that was in the 
last issue.  I really enjoyed all of your 
notes about how well the cookies 
turned out and all of the photos that 
you sent in.  Here is a picture from one 
of our members with his batch of cook-
ies. 

EDITOR’S NOTEEDITOR’S NOTE

BARTON LANE & HIS FRESH BATCH  OF COOKIES.



appy New Year to all of 
my friends in the Sierra 
Nevada Section of the 
Mercedes®-Benz Club of 
America.  I hope that all 

of you had wonderful holiday celebra-
tions with friends and family.  The New 
Year is always such an invigorating 
time.  Do you make any New Year’s res-
olutions?  I think mine might be to 
spend as much time as possible having 
fun with all of you in our club. 
    It is so exciting to look at our upcom-
ing calendar of events and see lots of 
dinners, drives, and parties on the 
schedule.  Do you have a favorite 
restaurant in town?  Do you know of a 
drive that shows off the spring wild-
flowers?  Reach out to a board member 
and we will help make it happen. 
    December was a dazzling month for 
our club.  Ray Rich hosted the Annual 
Christmas Party at the Whitney Peak 
Hotel in downtown Reno.  The food 
was divine, and the service was beyond 
spectacular.  Mercedes-Benz of Reno 
donated the wine for the event, and we 
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PRESIDENT’S EXHAUSTPRESIDENT’S EXHAUST

are very grateful for their generosity.  
Thank you very much to Ray for host-
ing this beloved evening of food, 
friends, and fun.  Vencil and I had a 
great time and it was wonderful to see 
so many friendly faces there.  At the 
Christmas Party, two of our members 
received regional awards from Steve 
Ross, the Mercedes-Benz Club of Amer-
ica Western Region Director.  Christy 
Dodson won Member of the Year and 
Marcus Dodson won Officer of the Year 
for the entire Western region.  We are so 
proud of them for being honored with 
these awards. 
    In a couple days, Vencil and I are 
hosting the First Wednesday Dinner at 
Pietro’s Famiglia in Sparks.  Please con-
tact me at blackswan342@gmail.com or 
(307) 763-1701 if you’d like to attend.  I 
truly hope that all of you have a won-
derful Christmas with your families 
and a Happy New Year. 
 
 

Gail Wells 
President

Cheers to a New Year 
Looking Ahead to an Exciting 2023
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n early December, 43 mem-
bers of the Sierra Nevada 
Section of the Mercedes®-
Benz Club of America met 
at the Whitney Peak Hotel 

for the Annual Christmas Party.  This 
event, hosted by Ray Rich, was held in 
a private room at the centrally located 
hotel in downtown Reno.  The Whitney 
Peak is a stylish, boldly designed, inde-
pendent hotel with unique amenities.  
Most people recognize it by its outdoor 
climbing wall, which has been named 
the World’s Tallest Artificial Climbing 
Wall by the Guinness Book of World 
Records.   
    Guests were situated at several rec-
tangular tables, and everyone was able 
to mingle before dinner and enjoy wine 
and cocktails.  Mercedes-Benz of Reno 
provided the wine again at this year’s 

bringing out food quickly and refilling 
glasses seamlessly throughout the 
night.  Judy Covert distributed elegant 
name placards that indicated to the 

party, and the guests appreciated the 
generous donation.  A beautiful Christ-
mas tree adorned the stage in the pri-
vate dining room at the hotel.  The wait 
staff was exceptional during the event, 

Christmas Party 
Elegant Holiday Dinner at Whitney Peak Hotel in Reno 
by Marcus Dodson, Newsletter Editor

(Continued on Page 5)

THE GROUP ENJOYED  
THEIR OWN PRIVATE ROOM  

AT THE WHITNEY PEAK HOTEL.
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wait staff which dinner you had se-
lected.   
    While none of this evening’s guests 
tested their fitness skills on the climbing 

Christmas Party
wall, everyone did enjoy a delicious 
dinner with friends.  The dinner op-
tions were pre-selected, and guests had 
the choice between teriyaki salmon and 

EVERYONE HAD  
FUN CHATTING WITH  
OLD FRIENDS.

(Continued from Page 4)

filet mignon.  The salmon dish included 
cilantro-lime rice, grilled vegetables, 
and pineapple salsa.  The filet came 

(Continued on Page 6)

MB
MICHEL BROS. LTD.

Independent Garage
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• Electrical  • Brakes  • Wheel Alignment  • Brakes  • Large Stock of Mercedes Parts  • Smog Check  

Don’t Trust  
Your Mercedes  
to Anyone Else!

www.MichelBrosLtd.com  (775) 329-1356 
608 E. 5th Street  Reno  Same Location Since 1976
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    If you’re interested in hosting a drive 
or event in 2023, please reach out to 
Gail Wells at blackswan342@gmail.com 
or (307) 763-1701 for help and to reserve 
your date.  Stay up to date on future 
club events by searching for @Sier-
raNevadaMBCA on Facebook.  

(Continued from Page 5)

Christmas Party
with roasted potatoes, seared vegeta-
bles, and compound butter.  The steak 
dinner was the overwhelming choice, 
but everyone agreed their dinner was 
delicious no matter what they chose.  A 
festive salad that included apples, 
raisins, and strawberries preceded the 
main course, and a holiday cheesecake 
followed as dessert.   
    Ray Rich did a wonderful job as 
emcee, especially when it came time to 
hand out the gifts.  This year, Ray 
pulled six names out of a hat and those 
lucky winners were given gift cards to 
various restaurants around town.  
Thank you to Judy Covert for purchas-
ing those gift cards for the club.  Lisa 
Mitchell provided beautiful poinsettia 
centerpieces on the tables, as well as 
candy-filled white boxes that served as 
party favors.  Special guest Steve Ross, 
the Mercedes-Benz Club of America 
Western Region Director, was in atten-

dance, and he presented two club mem-
bers with regional awards.  Gail Wells, 
President of the Sierra Nevada Section, 
thanked everyone for coming and 
guests cheered each other as they dis-
cussed upcoming club events in the 
New Year.   

LISA MITCHELL  
PROVIDED HOLIDAY 

THEMED CENTERPIECES  
& PARTY FAVORS.

JUDY COVERT HELPING 
RAY RICH DRAW NAMES 

FOR PRIZES.
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hen Mercedes®-Benz 
replaced the upcom-
ing 2024 AMG C63’s 
V-8 with a plug-in 
hybrid setup, some 

AMG enthusiasts worried about the fu-
ture of the luxury brand’s powerful V-8 
engine.  Worry not, however, because 
the new 2023 Mercedes-AMG S63 E will 
retain its twin-turbocharged 4.0-liter V-
8, and will add a synchronous electric 
motor, resulting in an astonishing 791 
horsepower and 1,055 pound-feet of 
torque.  The luxury car missed a year of 
production, but AMG’s flagship sedan 
is back and better than ever. 
    The new performance sedan will be 
able to reach 60 mph in 3.2 seconds, and 
can top out at a whopping 180 mph.  
The V-8 engine by itself garners 603 
horsepower and 664 pound-feet of 
torque, while a rear-mounted electric 
motor makes up the remainder of the 

tems allow the e-motor’s power to be 
sent to the front wheels, meaning the 
S63 can run as an all-wheel-drive elec-
tric sedan.   
    The battery pack has a 13.1-kWh ca-
pacity, which equates to a driving range 
of around 20 miles, and it is situated 

impressive horsepower.  A hot-V setup, 
with the twin turbochargers situated 
between the cylinder banks, improves 
the sedan’s responsiveness.  A belt-dri-
ven starter-generator is integrated into 
the electrical system.  The gas and elec-
tric powertrains tap into separate trans-
missions, but the all-wheel-drive sys- 

Mercedes-AMG S63 
Luxury Carmaker Kicks Off New Year with Powerful Plug-In Hybrid 
by Ali Turner, Reporter for the Automotive Industry

(Continued on Page 9)

THE ENGINE IN THE NEW  
2023 S63 HAS A WHOPPING  
791 HORSEPOWER & 1,055 

POUND-FEET OF TORQUE.
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above the sedan’s rear axle.  This motor 
and battery placement improves wei- 
ght distribution and handling.   For 
many years, the Mercedes-AMG Petro- 
nas F1™ team worked to develop a 
high-performance battery for its motor-
sport operations.  Now, everyday cus-
tomers are reaping the benefits of the 
racing team’s efforts when it comes to 
the new hybridized powertrain in cars 
like the Mercedes-AMG S63.   
    The 2023 Mercedes-AMG S63 has 
seven drive modes.  The car starts 
silently in Electric mode, but engineers 

have installed the characteristic AMG 
start-up sound to be played on the in-
terior speakers.  The S63 exclusively 
uses electric power up to 87 mph before 
switching over.  As the battery’s charge 
is depleted, the S63 will switch into 
Comfort mode, which balances the two 
propulsion systems.  A Battery Hold 
mode maintains the remaining charge, 
while Sport and Sport+ engage the elec-
tric motor’s power for lively driving.  A 
Slippery mode flattens the torque curve 
and prevents electric-only driving, and 
Individual mode lets the driver cus-

tomize the driving setup.   
     The Mercedes-AMG S63 is able to 
transform a luxury sedan to a sports 
sedan depending on the drive mode, 
thanks to the AMG Ride Control+ sus-
pension system.  The sedan lowers by 
0.4” when it exceeds 75 mph, and it fea-
tures active roll stabilization.  Plus, stan-
dard rear-wheel steering makes the new 
sedan more nimble in tight spaces and 
more stable during high-speed cornering.   
    The new S63 doesn’t look too differ-
ent from a standard S-Class, however it 
does come with a new grille with verti-
cal slats and a front bumper with larger 
air intakes.  The Mercedes-AMG S63 
sits on 21-inch wheels and four trape-
zoidal tailpipes enhance the rear.  In-
side, you’ll find a luxurious cabin that 
is reminiscent of an S-Class, but with 
special AMG upholstery, stitching, 
seats, and steering wheel.  The infotain-
ment systems also comes with specific 
AMG and hybrid displays.   
    It’s not clear yet what the price tag 
will be, but interested buyers can except 
it to be in the ballpark of $170,000.  Mer-
cedes-AMG is certainly starting the 
New Year off to an exciting start with 
this announcement.  

Mercedes-AMG S63
(Continued from Page 8)

THE NEW SEDAN FEATURES  
ACTIVE ROLL STABILIZATION  

& REAR-WHEEL STEERING.
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Sierra Nevada Section 
Crossword Puzzle

Puzzle answers can be 
found on the following page.

DOWN 
2. A curved piece of metal or plastic above the wheels  
    of a bicycle or motorcycle that prevents dirt 
3. A mechanism for changing from one gear to another  
    in a transmission 
4. A glass screen at the front of a motor vehicle 
5. The metal cover over the part of a car where the engine is 
7. A pedal in the car used to shift gears 
8. A thing that a driver rotates in order to drive a vehicle 
10. A device used to deaden sounds 
11. One of two long metal and rubber parts that move  
     against a windscreen to remove rain 
14. A metal or plastic cover for the vehicle's wheel 
15. A device on a vehicle that is used to make a loud noise  

ACROSS 
1. Outer edge of a wheel, holding the tire 
6. A rigid adjustable flap on a windshield that can shield  
    driver’s eyes from sun 
9. The instrument panel facing the driver of a vehicle or  
    the pilot of an aircraft 
12. The pipe at the back of a vehicle through which  
     waste gas escapes 
13. Large compartment, usually in the rear of an automobile 
14. A padded part extending from or fixed to the back  
     of a seat or chair 
16. Horizontal bar fixed across the front or back of a  
     motor vehicle to reduce damage in a collision 
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CAR & TRUCK 
REPAIR SPECIALIST

Licensed Smog & Repair Station

775-972-8863 
9205 Lemmon Drive • Reno, NV 89506

Across 
1. Rim 
6. Visor 
9. Dashboard 
12. Exhaust pipe 
13. Trunk 
14. Headrest  
16. Bumper 

Down 
2. Mudguard 
3. Gear shift 
4. Windshield 
5. Hood 
7. Clutch 
8. Steering 
10. Muffler 

Crossword Puzzle Answers

t our Annual Christmas Party in early Decem-
ber, two treasured members of our club re-
ceived recognition from Steve Ross, Merc- 
edes®-Benz Club of America Western Region 
Director, who was in attendance.  He pre-

sented Marcus Dodson with the Western Region Officer of 
the Year Award and Christy Dodson with the Sierra Nevada 
Section Member of the Year Award.  We are all incredibly 
proud of these two members for helping to make our club 
the best it can be. 
    The Sierra Nevada Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of 
America has grown a lot over the past few years.  Not only 
in members, but we’ve also seen a tremendous increase in 
the amount of new and old friends at section events.  One of 
the biggest reasons we have cultivated such an inclusive and 
welcoming circle of people is because of two very special 
club members.   
    The Sierra Nevada Section has one of the best newsletters 
that our members, as well as other sections, have ever seen.  
The Silver Star comes out promptly on the first of every 

MARCUS & CHRISTY  
DODSON RECEIVING THEIR 
AWARDS FROM STEVE ROSS.

11. Wipers 
14. Hubcap 
15. Horn 

month, and it is filled to the brim with historical articles, 
event recaps, Mercedes news, and a bustling calendar.  Un-
doubtedly, our members eagerly await The Silver Star to drop 
into their email inboxes, and they often champion just how 
enjoyable of a read it is. 
    It is because of this outstanding newsletter that Marcus 
Dodson, Newsletter Editor, received the Officer of the Year 
Award for the entire Western Region.  Marcus owns a local 
publishing company in Reno, and he translates many of his 
skills and resources as a publisher into The Silver Star.  Other 
sections of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America routinely 
reach out to Marcus to reprint his content.  He spends count-
less hours curating and fine-tuning the newsletter each 
month, and his attention to detail truly shines through in The 
Silver Star.   
    Sure, our members would be able to find a list of upcom-
ing events, or hear about meet-ups through the grapevine, 
but Marcus has created an outstanding member-centric 
product that has made the entire section feel included in the 

Sierra Nevada Superstars 
Two Club Members Given Awards at Annual Christmas Party 
by Gail Wells, President

(Continued on Page 14)
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club.  It is also because of The Silver Star that our club has had 
incredibly successful events, which continue to grow in size 
and stature.  By reading recap articles from Marcus about 
how much fun the club is having at these events, as well as 
reminding members about upcoming events, attendance has 
been at an all-time high.   
    When fellow members plan events at new venues, Marcus 
is always there to help.  Not only does he call the venue and 
produce material to promote the event, but he also creates il-
lustrated maps with driving directions for those attending.  
He consistently performs much of the behind-the-scenes 
work that goes into the club’s spectacular dinners and drives.   
    Christy Dodson, who also serves as our Secretary, is one 
of the first friendly faces that people see at events.  Even if 
she isn’t the one hosting the event, she always makes sure 
the make her way around the room, introduce herself, and 
get to know other club members.  When she does host an 
event, it is absolutely spectacular.  Her attention to detail goes 
beyond what is expected of a hostess, and she is always will-
ing to open up her beautiful home to the entire club.  The Ok-
toberfest Party in the fall and their Annual Summer Backyard 
Party are some of the most well-attended events in our club’s 
history.  They are so popular, in fact, that members from 

neighboring clubs travel quite a distance to attend.   
    Christy is detailed, organized, and she keeps our Board of 
Directors quarterly meetings on track.  Her notes and min-
utes are always spot-on, and she comes to our Board meet-
ings prepared to tackle the matters at hand.  The Sierra 
Nevada Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America is so 
lucky to have Christy as a member.  Her warm nature and 
dedication to the success of the club make her our own Mem-
ber of the Year. 
    The next time you see Christy and Marcus Dodson, be 
sure to tell them congratulations on this outstanding recog-
nition.

Midtown
DIAMONDSDIAMONDS

Your source for custom & diamond jewelry in Reno!

We are pleased to offer you a wide selection  
of diamonds, fine jewelry, watches, gifts, 

one-of-a-kind custom design jewelry, & repairs.

Midtown Diamonds 
777 South Center Street #102, Reno, NV 89501 
(775) 825-3499  MidtownDiamonds.com

Sierra Nevada Superstars
(Continued from Page 13)

First independent Mercedes repair shop in Reno
1005 Greg Street, Sparks              (775) 329-7209 
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In Memory 
Friend of the Club, David Albin, Passes 
by Marcus Dodson, Newsletter Editor

One of Reno’s Oldest  
& Best Mexican Food  

Restaurants!

RENO 
2205 W. 4th Street 

(775) 323-6466

2 Locations to Serve You
CARSON 

3809 N. Carson Street 
(775) 882-4080

avid Albin of Morgan Hill, California, and 
member of the San Francisco Bay Area Section 
of the Mercedes®-Benz Club of America, 
passed away in late December at the age of 77.  
Many of you may remember David, as he was 

known to attend some of the larger events held by the Sierra 
Nevada Section.  In September 2021, David and his wife, 
Tessy, hosted the Sierra Nevada Section at their favorite local 
restaurant, Zano’s Family Italian and Pizzeria in Truckee, 
California, where they owned a home.  David loved being a 
member of his California section, but he also truly enjoyed 
traveling over the hill to meet up with our club.   
    David was born in 1945 and received an economics degree 
from the University of California, Los Angeles, where he also 
participated in activities and societies such as the Navy League 
of the United States, United States Coast Guard Auxiliary, and 
intercollegiate crew.  For the last few decades, David provided 
financial services at a variety of different companies, which in-
cluded roles as President of DMA International, Wealth Advi-
sor at Wealth Building Now, and Managing Director of 
Redwood Tax Specialists.  He was also a recurring financial 
columnist for Architectural West and Annuity.com. 
    David and Tessy enjoyed summer activities and sports on 
the California River Delta and winter festivities in the snow 
country of the Sierra Nevada Mountains.  He was always 
telling funny stories about his energetic dogs, and sharing 
pictures and videos of his travels with anyone who wished 
to see them.  David enjoyed Mercedes vehicles and the club, 
and was also an avid railway enthusiast.  Our thoughts go to 
Tessy and their family and friends during this time.  We will 
continue to remember David as the enthusiastic, friendly face 
from our neighboring club.  A celebration of life for David 
will be held on Saturday, January 7 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 
p.m. at 88 Keys Cafe in Morgan Hill.  
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Here in Reno, we’re lucky to be home to 
one of the top-rated auto museums in the 
world, The National Automobile Museum.  
Your Sierra Nevada MBCA Section is a 
proud sponsor! 

What does that mean to you?  Well, 
since your club is the sponsor of a 1955 
Mercedes-Benz 300SL Gullwing  on promi-
nent display at the museum, all of our 
members get special benefits: 
• Members get 1⁄2 off admission into the 
facility, and the discount applies for any 
guests, during normal business hours. 

• Members can request free guided tours 
of the museum, subject to the availability of 
the tour guides. 
• Members receive a 10% discount at the 
National Auto Museum gift shop.   

The museum has our member list on 
file, so just tell the cashier your name and 
that you’re a member of the Sierra Nevada 
Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of 
America.   

The National Automobile Museum is lo-
cated at 10 South Lake Street in Reno, 
(775) 333-9300.

The National  
Automobile Museum 
Sierra Nevada MBCA is a 
Proud Sponsor & We Get 
Half Off Admission 

ITEMS of INTERESTITEMS of INTEREST EVENTSEVENTS
January 4, 2023:  Sierra Nevada 
MBCA First Wednesday Dinner, 
hosted by Gail & Vencil Wells, 
Pietro’s Famiglia, Sparks, Nevada.  
To RSVP, contact Gail Wells at  
blackswan342@gmail.com or (307) 
763-1701 

February 7, 2023:  Sierra Nevada 
MBCA First Tuesday Dinner, hosted 
by Christy & Marcus Dodson, The 
Grill, Reno, Nevada.  To RSVP, con-
tact Marcus Dodson at 
marcus@dodsonpublications.com 
or (775) 997-9901 

March 7, 2023:  Sierra Nevada 
MBCA First Tuesday Dinner, hosted 
by Christy & Marcus Dodson, Mi 
Casa, Nevada.  To RSVP, contact 
Marcus Dodson at marcus@dodson-
publications.com or (775) 997-9901 

March 25, 2023:  Dinner with the 
San Francisco Bay Area Mercedes-
Benz Club of America, location to be 
determined 

April 11, 2023:  Sierra Nevada 
MBCA First Tuesday Dinner, hosted 
by Linda & Rick Iknoian, J.T. Basque 
Bar & Dining Room, Gardnerville, 
Nevada.  To RSVP, contact Linda 
Iknoian at 
linda_iknoian@comcast.net or (559) 
978-6628 

May 2, 2023:  Sierra Nevada MBCA 
First Tuesday Dinner, location to be 
determined 

June 6, 2023:  Sierra Nevada MBCA 
First Tuesday Dinner, location to be 
determined 

July 5, 2023:  Sierra Nevada MBCA 
First Wednesday Dinner, location to 
be determined 

August 1, 2023:  Sierra Nevada 
MBCA First Tuesday Dinner, location 
to be determined 

August 1-6, 2023:  Hot August 
Nights, Reno, Nevada.  www.hotau-
gustnights.net, (775) 356-1956 

Photo of the Month
We Are Not Nut Free…
    This photo was 
sent in to us by one 
of our observant 
readers.  They took 
this picture as they 
entered a local eatery.  
Sometimes I feel the 
same way around 
here! 
    If you have a 
funny photo you’d 
like to submit, send it 
to marcus@dodson-
publications.com.



 New Year’s resolution is a fun tradition 
where you resolve to change an undesired 
trait, behavior, or practice, and then you al-
most immediately quit after a couple 
weeks.  So, perhaps for this New Year, we 

should all stop kidding ourselves and just resolve to con-
tinue eating too much, exercising too little, and spending 
more than we make.  Happy New Year!
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IN CLOSINGIN CLOSING
New Year’s Resolutions 
Who Are We Kidding?  Just Quit Now 
by Marcus Dodson, Newsletter Editor


