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Your membership expiring soon? Please consider renewing 
as we do not want to lose you. For questions contact Steve 
Ross at, inewsx@sbcglobal.net or 619-508-3925 
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MBCA SAN DIEGO SECTION OFFICERS AND 

DIRECTORS 
 

President 
Michael Cooper 

Michaeldenise1212@gmail.com 
 

Vice President 
Rudy Hradecky Director 
sdrudy@earthlink.net 

 
Carol Kruse-Ross 

Treasurer/photographer 
ross385216@gmail.co m 

858-245-1991 
 

Bob Gunthorp 
Historian & Photographer 

badwrench7@cox.net 
619-993-0184 

 
OPEN 

DIRECTOR AT LARGE 
 

Diana Kruse 
Director of First Impressions, appointed 

 
Steve Ross 

Membership Chair, Star Bulletin 
Editor 

619-508-3925 
 

Steve Ross 
Southwest Regional Director 

619-508-3925 
inewsx@sbcglobal.net 

 
Attention members: We hope you will 
support our advertisers... they support 

this bulletin Mention our newsletter 
when you contact them. 

 
The MBCA, the San Diego Section, it’s 

Officers, members, MBUSA, Smart GmbH, 
and AMG, however, make no inference, that 
advertising in this bulletin implies approval of 

their products or services 

OUR MISSION 
To elevate the Mercedes-Benz 
experience through knowledge, 

camaraderie and exceptional events 

 

     
 
Peter Fletcher   Sonja Gietz-Kijora    Dieter Heinz Kijora 

Charles Meltzer Adrienne Schnuerer
   S h  

 
Carol Slette 

 
The San Diego Section welcomes you to our Mercedes-Benz world. 
Please join us ASAP and see how we have fun. Have a question or 
comment, please contact Steve Ross, 619-508- 3925 or 
inewsx@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:inewsx@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Michaeldenise1212@gmail.com
mailto:sdrudy@earthlink.net
mailto:ross385216@gmail.com
mailto:badwrench7@cox.net
mailto:Scottsdale3@mac.com
mailto:inewsx@sbcglobal.net
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This is a National Event with the Mercedes-Benz Classic Center 
sponsorship. The San Diego Section is putting together a bunch 
of our gals and guys for this “Really big show”, which is just up 
the road 

 
Just a few of the offerings you may enjoy are, a private tour of 
the world-famous Petersen Museum, Including the vault, tech 
sessions conducted by experts in maintaining your Mercedes- 
Benz, a panel discussion with well-known car celebrities, Private 
tour of the newly opened MB Classic Center and a car show. 
There several other opportunities that are not car related. 

Early bird registration is now open on the following website 

 
Registration is now open for 2022 Mercedes-Freude | MBCA 

https://www.mbca.org › civicrm › event › register 
 

You also may log onto mbca.org. 
 

Questions, call steve at 619-508-3925 

 
 
 
 
 

Presidents Message 
Hey Everybody! It’s September and Fall is upon us. We have a few great events 
coming up so get these on your calendar. September 11th is the coastal drive. 
Discover why San Diego is Americas Finest City. The last week of October is a National 
multi day “Freud” event being held in Newport Beach held by MBCA. This could be a 
fun and informative once in a lifetime opportunity. Details can be found at Mercedes- 
Freude.MBCA.org. Also coming in October, we again share a fun evening at Lips for a 
meal and live show.  So, as you can see, we have lots of stuff going on. As always, we 
appreciate you and look forward to seeing you soon. 

 
Be careful out there 

 
Michael 
Cooper 

http://www.mbca.org/
http://mercedes-freud.mbca.org/
http://mercedes-freud.mbca.org/
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MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON 
S. ROSS 

 
Carol Greeted the guests with the stained-glass Mercedes-Benz Logo and a big smile. 

 
Our President Michael Cooper has a big smile as well, in fact 
everyone was smiling and having fun. 

 
The view from our dining area San 
Diego Bay and the city sky line was a 
typical day for San Diego. The food 
and service were excellent. All in all, 
we had a lot to smile about. 

 
 
 

Our section took this opportunity to show our appreciation of club members, and also recognize those who 
have dedicated a lot years to the MBCA and our section. The junior member joined in 1983 and the senior 
member joined in 1964. Let’s take a look at who attended the party. 

 
Jim Stewart and Patty Arnold 

 
Joanne Barnard 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elaine and Chuck Davis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brown 

Pete and Jen Lobner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ben Bennett and Anne Kinner. 

David and Murina Coomber 

Chuck 
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Kristine Hartwell and her daughter, 
Lonnie Johannesen 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Rose Bolton and Rudy Wokoek 

Eda and Alan 
Adelman 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Gary Jarvis 

Lori Keller, Karl Keller and Karlene Keller 
 

Bob Gunthorp 
and Janette Hay 

 
 

Sonja Gietz Kijora 
and Dieter Heinz Kijora 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Director of First Impressions Ms. Diana Kruse and President Michael 
Cooper 

 

Doug and Gail Owens 
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The seven members being recognized for their years of support to the MBCA and the San 
Diego Section have a combined total of Two- Hundred-and-Ninety-Two-Years of 
membership!! Thank about that for a minute. The first long timer joined up in 1964 and the 
junior of the group signed up 1983. When Heinz and Ilse Gietz joined one could buy a 
300SL Gulling for less than $7000.00 ($52,000 in 2022 dollars). A gallon of gas was $1.76 
(in 2022 Dollars $7.18), so maybe gas is a bargain after all. Just joking. What were you 
driving in 1964? I had a Volvo and an Austin Healy Sprite. Most served as an Officer or 
Director of the section and all organized and hosted many memorable events. I was Pineing 
for a Mercedes-Benz and twenty years later I finally got one. My wild guess is that these 
folks have owned a combined total of, one hundred and nine Mercedes-Benz automobiles 
during that time. I know four of them had one of those, cheap at that time, GullWing. 
The first person I met when I went to my first event was Gary Jarvis and he was nice and 
glad to see me, and I met Chuck and Elaine Davis. Because of members like them I have 
stuck around for the past thirty years. I didn’t join sooner because I thought one had to 
have an SL to join. Oh well. I traded in a BMW to get my 560SL. Enough about me, here 
are the honorees. 

Presenting the awards are President Michael Cooper and Diana Kruse our Director of First 
Impression, who honored the ladies with a bouquets of fresh cut flowers 

Sonja Gietz Kijora accepting the for her parents Heinz 
and Ilse Gietz. Heinz and Ilse became members in 
1964 and Heinz was a past Section President 

Gary Jarvis 
joined up in 
1970, shortly 
after he bought 
his 250SL, which 
he still has, and 
I have heard he 
wants to sell it. 
Gary is a past 
Section 
President, and 
he was recruited 
by Heinz Gietz. 

Karl Keller, a member since 
1972. Karl hosted the section to view his 
collection of rare and original Mercedes-Benz 
automobiles on more than one occasion. Karl’s 
540 SSK won best in show at Quail last year 
and the car has been invited back this year. 
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Chuck Brown came aboard in 
1973 and has served as Director. 

Bob Gunthorp was recruited by Chuck Brown in 
1974. Bob has served as a Director and 
Photographer. Bob has a BIG collection of some 
rare and unusual Mercedes-Benz’s, one being an 
ambulance and the other a hearse, so he takes you 
to the hospital and picks you up in the hearse. I 
have no idea how many MB’s Bob has, and some 
doubt the he does. 

Kristine Hartwell and her late husband, Bud 
came aboard in 1977. Kristine served as our 
Section President, and Kristine and Bud were also 
one of our Gullwing drivers. Bud also had a nice 
Volvo P-1800 

Chuck and Elaine Davis transferred into our section from 
Bakersfield, CA in 1983. Chucks thinks he joined the 
MBCA in 1980. He was driving the 280SL that his father 
bought new. He served as our treasurer for several years 
and his conservative management guided, as in tight 
fisted, the club to a strong financial position, which we 
still enjoy. Elaine served as our Vice President for a few 
years, and was the woman behind the Curtain, advising 
and guiding her novice, radical president. 
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These are the people who are the heartbeat of our Merry Band of Mercedes-Benz owners, drivers, 
and MBCA members. All of them have supported the club adamantly and me personally. You 
may have noted that several in this group photo were recruited by another member, and I dare 
say most of us became a club member club through another member. Hats off to this group! 

I thank our photographers Bob, Carol and Diana, for without them this would be really boring Bulletin. 
Thanks also to our Board of Directors and Officers for putting this together and to all of you for helping 
celebrate the occasion.  

I say we do this again next year 



Yes, it is true we are returning to LIPS by popular demand. We were there a few years ago, seems like 
yesterday and had so much fun it was decided to do it again. Want something different? Want some 
excitement in your life? Then join us on October 15, 2022 for an evening of pure fun. We are going to the 
famous LIPS cabaret where we will enjoy a nice dinner as well as one of the best cabaret shows in San 
Diego. LIPS has been featured on TV and both men and women seem to love the LIPS combination of 
spectacular entertainment and great food. The eclectic menu itself is as entertaining as the show, with 
selections like those listed below for your selection. 

WHERE: LIPS 3036 El Cajon Blvd, San Diego, CA 92104 

WHEN: SATURDAY October 15, 2022 

TIME: 5:30 PM seating--arrive a bit early to gather for our entry. 

COST: $60.00 per person (this is a bargain) Please send check to Steve Ross OR give money 
to Steve at the door. 

Le Sample of the selection which you may order from the Menu 

Atlantic salmon: Sautéed chopped tomatoes, fish herbs, and white wine, served with rice pilaf 
and cabbage 

Chicken Breast: Herb marinated chicken breast, served with mashed potatoes and sautéed string 
beans 

Shrimp Scampi Linguine: Jumbo shrimp sautéed with broccoli and red peppers tossed with butter 
& garlic white wine sauce over linguine pasta. Also available with marinara or creamy Alfredo sauce 

Homemade Lasagna: Layers of pasta baked with meat sauce, sausage, ricotta, mozzarella, and 
Romano cheese. 

Mushroom Ravioli: Mushroom ravioli with pesto cream sauce, topped with sautéed mushrooms 
and broccoli florets. 

All Served with salad and desert 
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MONTEREY WEEK 
ot many San Diego Section People went this year so Carol and I carried the banner. 
Mercedes- Benz had their large tent set up under the Maybach Logo. Ron Moran the director 
of Communications was there as well as other MBUSA marketing representatives. 

The Maybach concept electric All-Terrain vehicle. The entire top of the hood is solar panels The 
theme this year was heavily slanted toward electric vechiles. 

Maybach Electric Maybach V-12 

Legends of the Autobahn 
Lots of nice Mercedes-Benz cars this year and several for the Sliver Star designation. 

The Gullwing won Best in Show besting the BMW and Audi entrant. The 190SL won 
first in class. 
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Three of the seven Silver Star Preservation entrants 

Cars seen at auction 

This one off, 1964 230SL Speciale, 
designed by Pininfarina, was once 
owned by the late Weston Hook, a 
member of the San Diego Section. 
Weston acquired the car in 1997 and 
had it restored by Jerry Hjeltness, a 
well-known restorer of Mercedes- 
Benz automobiles. Weston took the 
car to Pebble Beach in 1997 where it 
was awarded first place in class. 
Coincidently the designer of the car 

was at the show and autographed the 
firewall as seen in photo on the left. 
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WIN A CHICKEN DINNER 

This seven-passenger Model 8-125 was the 'cream of the crop' among the 1929 Peerless models. 
Its 138-inch wheelbase was the longest ever for a production Peerless. A new inline 8-cylinder 
Continental engine and state-of-the-art 4-wheel hydraulic brakes were standard for this well- 
appointed luxury car. The Continental engine displaces 5.27 liters and produces 114 horsepower. 
A related engine was used to power a DuPont as it competed at Indianapolis. A similar engine 
could also be found in Jordans, Graham-Paige, and Elcar. Very few 8-125s were ultimately made 
and only three are known to exist today. 

THE easy MYSTERY CAR 
FOR SEPTMBER IS THIS 

BEAUTY 

This was a popular, massed 
produced automobile, but this 
model and year is seldom seen 
today. You must have the coach 
builder correct to take home the 
Chicken Dinner 

If you can identify the manufacturer, year and coach builder, you have won a Chicken dinner. 

Win this prestigious award by sending to Steve Ross the make, year of this car 

Become a respected authority on automobiles in your house and throughout the 
automotive world by winning the Chicken Dinner Award! 

PERCALENDAR YEAR 

Even if you have won your allotted limit, please guess anyway…and if you’re correct, the 
editor will buy you a big orange drink at our next event. 
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FOR SALE 

2009 CLS 63 AMG, 116,272 miles, black 
exterior/black interior, all records, always 
garaged. Condition, like new. 

$21,995.00 OBO. QR code to this link 
Reduced $19,945.00 
OBO 
Call 760-832-3374 

2009 E350, 111,000 miles, white exterior/black leather interior, panoramic roof, great 
mechanical condition, no scratches or dents. 

  $11,000.00 OBO $10,500.00 OBO 

QR Code to this 
link 

Call: 760-832-3374 
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MBCA Board Meeting June 21 @ 6:00 PM 
Meetings at Mimi’s on 

Note: Our regular Board meetings are 
scheduled on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. 
The board has occasionally cancelled meetings 
when there is a small amount of business that 

mail. If you are considering joining us at a 
board meeting, please call a board member 

scheduled. 

WANT TO JOIN THE SAN DIEGO SECTION OF 
THE MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB OF AMERICA? 

IT’S EASY JUST GO TO MBCA.ORG 
OR USE THE QR CODE BELOW. 
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FOR SALE 

This 2001 E430 Mercedes with only 100,700 miles, is in excellent condition, 
always garaged. Black exterior. Black interior. All service and mechanical 
work up to date, new tires, new valve cover gaskets, no dents or scratches. 

$8500.00 OBO $7,500.00 OBO 

Call 760-832-3374 

ALSO FOR SALE 

1975 450SL, original owner. 158,000miles, clean title, well taken 
care of. Both hard and soft tops in great shape. Excellent 
mechanical condition, no scratches and no dents 
Asking $35.000.00 OBO, CALL 760-832-3374 

PHOTO NOT AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME 
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FOR SALE 

1973 Mercedes Benz 280C Coupe. One Owner. Runs and drives great. In 
mint condition inside and out. It has always been kept in the garage 
since purchased. It has been driven and treated as a classic since the 
early 1990s. Asking $20.000.00. Contact Harold at 949-813-7766 for 
more information. Shown by appointment only 

VERY CLEAN 1991 560SEC IS BEING OFFERED FOR SALE 

This excellent example of a 560SEC has been driven only 112,000 miles since new. 
Current owner has owned the car for the past 20 plus years, and has all the records. All 
original except for a professionally installed Alpine CD player. Recent work completed, new 
Michelin tires, hood pad, brakes, battery and oil change. Car Fax available, always 
garaged and car cover, same mechanic for twenty years. Selling because owner does not 
have time to drive the car as it should be. Prefers to sell to a club member who will 
appreciate the automobile. 

ASKING $28,000 Contact Rita at 858-472-7970 
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OCEAN 
BEACH BOAT 
& AUTO 
UPHOLSTER 
Y 

Since1947 

DAVID SKOGLUND 
4838 Voltaire Street 
San Diego, CA 92107 

(619) 223-9797
dave@obupholstery.com

FOR SALE 

R-107 POLISHED AIR FILTER
HOUSING

Will fit the 560SL, 450SL 
and the 380SL 

First $200.00 
takes this CALL 

KEVIN AT 
858-232-9271 

mailto:dave@obupholstery.com


September 2022 

SALE OR WANT ADS: 
Personal classified ads (sale or wanted) are FREE 
exclusively for MBCA members. NO commercial 

or business sales allowed in the classified ad 
section. 

Business advertising is available at competitive 
rates. Please contact the Treasurer for latest ad 

rates. 
If you want to place a personal ad in the “for sale” 

Mail Steve Ross inewsx@sbcglobal.net Please 
contact Steve every month to continue your AD 

We are always looking for volunteers to help out 
with ideas, planning, and coordinating events. 

If you would like to feature your 
Mercedes- Benz vehicle(s) in this 

Newsletter with an interesting story or 
photo, please submit in digital format via 

e-mail to:
inewsx@sbcglobal.net 

We would love to get to know you & your 
Mercedes- Benz. Come to an event and ask us 

how to obtain a FREE 
name badge. Maybe even a free beverage. 

Can't wait to have a really “Cool” MBCA name 
badge? Here’s how to order one: Go to the 

MBCA website www.mbca.org, 
log on, click on Store, click on MBCA Event 

Equipment Store and scroll down and click on 
the Name Badge. 

You are now in the order form. 

Second method: Log onto MBCA website and 
enter Name Badge in the search box at upper 

right hand corner of screen, click on the 
Magnifying Glass icon and this will take you to the 
order form OR you may call 800- 637-2360, ask for 

Ryanne Dias, She will take your order. 
All payments are made via credit card. 
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15Schedule of Events 
MBCA – San Diego Section 

Our motto “Have it your way, as long as it’s FUN!” Always 
remember…this is YOUR club. Events highlighted in red are not 
official events, but you may want to attend. 

New ideas or changes please contact a Board Member! 
Note: All dates may be subject to change 

September 11 Coastal tour Rudy Hradecky and Steve 

October 26-29 

October 15 

Freude, in Newport Beach, CA 

Lips 

National board 

Steve 
November 12 American Heritage Rallye Steve 

December 18 Holiday Party Rudy and Dana 

SEE YA ON THE 
ROAD 
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