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Christmas Party 2022 at Salvatore’s Italian Gardens 

O nce again returning this year to Salvatore’s we experienced the gracious hospital-
ity, delicious food and excellent service for which the restaurant is famous.  

Greeted by fabulous Christmas displays in the lobby and then by our party hosts Chris-
tine and Dennis Peruzzini and Trish Assad-Ketcham, we enjoyed a cocktail hour with 
hors d’oeuvres and companionship. Gene Long presented a slide show review of 2022’s 
events, and several new activities accompanied the sit-down meal.   

   One of our members, Jerry Thomas, had donated his col-
lection of liquors for a fund raising auction, and many of us 
were able to bid and win our favorite spirits.  Our contribu-
tor’s charity this year was the Alzheimer’s Association of 
WNY, and along with the Medallion Rally funds we were 
pleased to total our donations at over $1,000.  (See page 3.) 

   Annual awards were pre-
sented by membership 
chairman John Boehm, to 
long term members in five 
year increments. Our Mem-
ber of the Year award had 
been presented to Michael 
D’Ambrosio, at the Novem-
ber meeting.  The tables’ 
centerpieces were made by Christine, Trish and Joanie and were given to the 

person at each table who had a token photo of a Mercedes that matched the photo on the bottom of the centerpiece.  We were also 
honored to have our member and former National president Julie Bruggner give us a short update on the future of club actions.  
Thanks to our member hosts and Salvatore’s staff and management for a delightful Christmas season kickoff! 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 

 2 

The NICKEL CITY STAR is published quarterly.  Opinions, ideas and suggestions in the newsletter are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the publisher or MBCA.  No 
authentication is implied by the publisher or MBCA.  No inference should be made that the products or services advertised herein have the approval of the publisher, MBCA, Daimler AG or MBUSA.  The 
trade names and the trademarks “Mercedes-Benz”, “Mercedes”, and the three pointed star in a circle are owned by Daimler AG and are authorized for use by its licensees, which include MBCA.  Personal 
ads for parts and auto sales are free to members ($20 for non-members, per occurrence), and commercial ad rates are available upon request from the editor. 

President 
Joanie Long 

8561 Falls Road, West Falls, NY 14170 
 716-655-4515 

joanielong@verizon.net 
 

Secretary 
Deborah Boehm 

75 Southwedge Dr., Getzville, NY 14068    
716-689-0502 

dab248@verizon.net 

Vice President 
Jeff Gaffney 

2936 Southwestern Blvd, Or. Pk. NY 
14127    716-677-4195 

jeff@lockmaster.net 
 

Treasurer 
Beverly Basinski 

4375 Homestead Ln., Clarence NY 14031 
716-759-1130 

bevbasinski@gmail.com 
 

Ex-Officio 
William L. Fix 
wllfx@aol.com 

 
 

Northeast Regional Director 
TBD 

NIAGARA SECTION OFFICERS 

2023 EVENTS CALENDAR  -  PLEASE SEE LAST PAGE 

PAGE 2 

Check out our website: niagara.mbca.org 

“Niagara Section  

Mercedes-Benz Club of America” 

   The MBCA Niagara Section has its own Facebook page.  If you are on Facebook, please click on “like” and 
“follow”  for our page.  If you do, then you will receive notices of events and photos that are posted.  To find our 
page, search:  Mercedes-Benz Club of America-Niagara Section.    

   You might also want to check out Niagara Section on the National MBCA website.  This is not a Facebook 
page but it is available to anyone on the internet.  Besides the National club information, our section will have 
activities listed and brief descriptions of the results of the events.   

Nickel City Star Advertising Rates 

Annual Sponsorship Rates are as follows: 

Full Page ad  $350 

1/2 Page ad space $200 

1/4 Page ad space $125 

Business card  $100 

Submit ad copy and/or graphics to genelong8561@gmail.com (*new*)   

Questions, please email or call 716-912-2902. 

(No inference should be made that the goods and services advertised have the endorsement 
of the Niagara Section or MBCA.)    
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President’s Message        

   Gene and I have been MBCA club members since 1989 and over those 
many years, we have developed lifelong friendships with wonderful folks we 
never would have known otherwise.  This is a club of friends who enjoy driv-
ing, dining, talking, traveling and being together.  I cherish all of you!  As we 
begin 2023 we have events we hope you’ll enjoy, including our annual wine 

tasting party and our annual Valentine’s Day brunch.  Several members have stepped up to 
host these events.  We have a very helpful, capable Events Chairman in Gary Baumgartner, 
who guides us through all event planning.  I’m hoping that some of you will consider chair-
ing an event that you suggest, or support a member’s idea.  We thank Marilyn Ciancio for 
opening her home for our wine tasting in early January and to Christine and Dennis Peruzzi-
ni and Trish Assad-Ketcham for chairing our lovely Christmas party.  We need your ideas and 
commitment to help in any way you are able.  We’re here to guide and help you! 

MBCA Medallion Rally and Individual Contributions  

Support Local Alzheimer’s Association 

   From August 26 through October 26, our Niagara Section participated in 
the club’s national ongoing fundraiser to support the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion and the vital work they do. One of the primary goals of this program is 

to create positive recognition of our club and its support of the Alzheimer’s Association.  

   MBCA has 84 sections in 
the US and Canada partici-
pating as clubs or as individu-
als.  With a $100 donation, 
contributing members re-
ceived a gold medallion with 
logos for MBCA and the Alz-
heimer’s Association. 

   The Niagara section purchased a medallion which was presented at 
the national level, and Niagara members’ contributions of over $1,000 
were presented to the WNY Alzheimer’s Association on Dec. 9, 2022.      

Detailed information and contribution instructions are available on the 
MBCA website:  www.mbca.org 
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New Members 

WELCOME, and thank you for joining us!   

(Current members:  Please remember to renew!) 

Karen Pollow 
Lockport 

Sager Loganathan 
Orchard Park 

Zhen Wu 
Williamsville 

Kenneth Wood 
Batavia 

Robert Parks 
Niagara Falls 

AN AUTUMN TRAIN RIDE ADVENTURE… 
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   It was the perfect weekend to get out and begin an afternoon 

adventure that started as we traveled to the New York Central 

Railroad: Small Stone Station in the village of Medina, NY. Built 

during the 1800’s, it began as a small stone building with only a 

single ticket agent. The small structure was torn down in 1905, 

replaced by the 300 ft. 

freight house that stands 

today. The New York Central 

Rail Road (NYCRR) by the 

numerous local manufactur-

ing companies in and 

around Medina utilized the 

building, most notably the 

Heinz Pickle Factory. In fact, 

four of the original twenty-two freight doors were devoted specifi-

cally to shipping Medina made pickles. 

   With the decline of the railroad in 1963, the Freight Depot was 

sold to a thriving furniture company in Medina and used by them 

for their business until they sold it in 1991. Then, Marty Phelps, a 

25-year veteran of the City of Batavia fire department bought the 

building with the dream of creating a railroad museum where he 

could share his passion for the railroad. 

   The Phelps family then started a six-year odyssey of long days 

and nights of sanding and painting inside the building. He put his 

collection of railroad souvenirs and memorabilia, as well as fire-

fighter helmets and gear into the building and on April 17, 1997, 

he opened the doors of the museum. The organization endured 

some difficult times, finally being operated as a non-profit entity 

offering numerous excursion rides throughout the year.  

Mr. Phelps stayed active as the museum director 

until his death in 2017. This continues to be one 

of the largest exhibitions of railroad memorabilia 

in the US, housing a 204 by 14 foot HO-

scale model train layout. 

   Our excursion included entrance to 

the museum, both before and after our 

two-hour train ride aboard a vintage rail 

car, our imaginations taking us back to the days when train travel 

was both exciting and a fundamental means of travel. Our ride 

took us through woodlands, also traveling 

along the Erie Canal, for added epic 

scenery as we traveled to Lockport and 

back to Medina.  As we traveled mostly 

through forested areas, we 

could feel and hear the old 

familiar sounds the steel train wheels made as they 

traveled along on the tracks that were laid generations 

ago and we could see farms along the tracks, still be-

ing kept up and worked.   

   Upon returning to the 

train depot in Medina, 

we traveled to the Fitzgibbons Pub-

lic House where we were ushered 

into a private dining room to enjoy 

our selections of delicious pub fare. 

On our way home, we were once again treated to the splendor of 

fall foliage that only God’s paint brush can provide. 

 

AN AUTUMN TRAIN RIDE ADVENTURE… 

By Bill Fix      
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Schlachtfest 2022! 
   Once again, Spring Garden held their Fall Schlachtfest cele-
bration, and member Jerry Knapp again hosted the Mercedes 
Benz Club with special privileges. 

   Again this year we arrived in our Mercedes for free admis-
sion and preferred parking inside the grounds on the lower 
meadow.  Parking there allows us to offer our cars as a display 
for all who wish to take a look and have conversations with the 
owners. 

   Excellent food, music and dancing, beers, and companion-
ship were enjoyed by all. 

 

 

Remember the November 2022 snowstorm?   
Phil H. remembers digging out his new C300!  Thanks for the photos! 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 

 7 

Electric Vehicle Demo! 
   Mercedes-Benz of Buffalo is now offering electric vehicles for 
sale, and since a main topic of our discussion is the future of elec-
tric vehicles, we asked the dealership to come to our meeting 
and present the new EQS line of vehicles.  Promptly responding, 
the dealership sent their EV specialist (and a new MBCA mem-
ber!) Cam Vampotec to our November meeting with a shiny new 
EQS 580.  Although it was getting very dark in the parking lot, 
with snowflakes beginning to fall, we were dazzled by the EQS!  
There is no under-hood access because there is nothing for the 
user to do.  Interestingly, the only user maintenance access is the 
side-mounted filler cap for windshield washer fluid.  

    Cam (photo, far left) then spoke to the group during our din-
ner meeting and gave us copies of the ordering guide for the fam-

ily of EQS, EQS SUV and EQB vehicles, including single 
motor FWD and dual motor AWD options.  Cam field-
ed many questions and urged us to contact him with any 
further concerns or interest.  His direct phone number 
is 716-817-6543 and his email is:  
cVampotec@mercedesbenzbuffalo.com 

2022 EQS 450+ Sedan 

Wheels and Deals 
Wheels and Deals ads are FREE to all Mercedes-Benz Club Members, $20 for non-members.   

Please note: ads will appear in one issue only, unless specifically requested. Submit ads and requests to Editor or email 
genelong8561@gmail.com 

2007 Mercedes-Benz S550 4Matic,  

only 58K miles!  

Low miles, excellent condition, silver with beige interior, 
heated & cooled seats, sun roof, HID headlights, and more.   

Please call Sager at 716-989-7135 or email 
sager.loganathan@gmail.com  

for more photos and info. 
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Advertisement Advertisement 

 Every car needs two keys! 

For over 40 years, Lockmaster has provided the highest 
level of technical proficiency and dependable ser-
vice.  Long relationships with government agencies, au-
tomotive dealers, major retailers, large and small manu-
facturers and independent local businesses have kept us 
at the forefront of developing technology and customer 
needs.  We have been WNY's most reliable 24 hr service 
over all of those 40+ years.  Call us or stop in today!  

(716) 677-4195 
http://www.lockmaster.net/ 

jeff@lockmaster.net 

2936 Southwestern Blvd 

Orchard Park, NY  14127 

Advertisement 

Wheels and Deals 
Wheels and Deals ads are FREE to all Mercedes-Benz Club Members, $20 for non-members.   

Please note: ads will appear in one issue only, unless specifically requested. Submit ads and requests to Editor or email 
genelong8561@gmail.com 

 

2006 Mercedes-Benz SL500,  

only 78K miles!  

Low miles, Superb condition, black with dark gray interior, 
navigation, sunscreen, HID headlights, and more.  Please call 

Don at 716-432-7246 or email don@alessilawfirm.org for 
more photos and info. 

 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Advertisement 

 2nd Hand Lions finds and delivers pre-owned vehicles! 

 

Available now:  2016 Mercedes-Benz S550 

4Matic V8, Magnetite Black with Black leather interior. 
Burmeister audio, loaded with options including adaptive 
Cruise Control.  This beautiful elegant sedan last owned by 
MBCA member in Texas. Asking $44,500.  Email, text or 
call for more photos or to schedule a test drive.  

Gene Long      Call or Text: 716-912-2902   email:  genelong.2HL@gmail.com  
Independent NYS   

Advertisement 



 Annual Wine Tasting—Saturday, January 7 at Marilyn Ciancio’s 2 PM*  

 Annual Valentine’s Luncheon, Sunday, February 19, Pendleton Creek Golf 
Club* 

 March– To be announced.* 

 April, To be determined.* 

 May, To be determined.* 
 

Please see our Facebook page and our website Niagara.mbca.org  

for calendar information and details!  

*Watch for future announcements and details on email! 

Members of all sections and guests are always invited to Niagara Section events. 
Also, check The Star and www.mbca.org for national events listings. 

2023 CALENDAR 
Monthly Member Meetings:  The third Tuesday of Jan-

uary through May at 6:30 PM.  All members and 
guests are always welcome to attend.  

Location: Sean Patrick’s, 3480 Millersport Highway, 
Getzville 14068 

 

Advertisement 


