
MBCA Memphis Section Newsletter - Jan./Feb. 2024

President's Message:
Welcome to the January-February 2024 edition of the River City Star. We ended 2023

with a good turn-out for the Germantown Holiday Parade and a great Christmas Party. A special
thanks to Suzanne and Andy Cunningham for hosting a lovely party and providing delicious food.
It was a good turnout of members and a chance to renew friendships and develop new ones.

Predictions are for severe weather this winter season and a return to some of
some of the freezing temperatures we saw last year. So be sure to keep up the service on your cars and
remember that AutoZone and O'Reilly's will test your battery for free.

We’ve developed an exciting Events Calendar for the coming year, including dinners at some of your
favorite restaurants plus some new ones. In addition, there’s a couple driving trips planned that are close by in
the hopes of encouraging member attendance.

Please drive safely during this cold winter season and we hope to see you at one of the upcoming events.
Please note: Bill Sudekum is currently on medical leave and this paragraph is written by Mike McHann in

his absence.

The 2024 MBCA-Memphis Calendar of Events
Our events include delicious dinners, fun drives and demonstrations on how to fix your car. Regardless

of your interests and preferences, you will have many different events to choose from.
All members are invited to suggest additions to our calendar, whether it is regarding a dinner location, a

day drive or special event. Just let any of our board members know; their contact information is listed below.
You will be provided with complete information about each event prior to the date, or, go to

memphis.mbca.org.

Date Event Location

Feb. 3 Cars & Carbs Panera Bread, Germantown
Feb. 24 Edge Motor Museum/Sun Studios

Lunch, Sabor (Carribean restaurant) 645 Marshall Ave., Memphis
March 2 Cars & Carbs Panera Bread, Germantown
March TBD Wilson Cafe & Tavern Wilson, AR
March 15 Salsa Mexican, 1st Quarter Dinner 6150 Poplar Ave
April 6 Cars & Carbs Panera Bread, Germantown
May 4 Cars & Carbs Panera Bread, Germantown
May 18 Annual Car Show Mercedes Benz, Colliervillw
June 1 Cars & Carbs Panera Bread, Germantown
June TBD Oxford Square, City Grocery, lunch Oxford, MS
June 15 Marciano's Restaurant, Quarterly Diner 780 E. Brookhaven Circle
July 6 Cars & Carbs Panera Bread, Germantown

http://memphis.mbca.org


WE LOVE A PARADE!

Date Event Location
July 13 Marshall's Steak House 2379 Highway 178, Holly

Springs, MS
August 3 Cars & Carbs Panera Bread, Germantown
Sept. 7 Cars & Carbs Panera Bread, Germantown
Sept. 14 Carrabba's Italian Grill 5110 Poplar Ave., Memphis
Oct. 5 Cars & Carbs Panera Bread, Germantown
Oct. 4-5 Eurofest Ridgeland, MS
Oct. 19 Safari Park Como, MS
Nov. 2 Cars & Carbs Panera Bread, Germantown
Dec. 7 Cars & Carbs Panera Bread, Germantown
Dec. 7 Germantown Holiday Parade Germantown, TN
Dec. 14 Holiday Party TBD

The rain delay that sent the 2023 Germantown Holiday Parade off on Sunday instead of its usual
Saturday may have caused the loss of a few participants, but it did nothing to limit the enthusiasm of the festive
Parade watchers. It also gave us some great weather for mid-December.

There were five participants, two coupes, two SLK convertibles, and a sedan. Drivers were Section
president Bill Sudekum, Mike McHann, Andy Cunningham, Lynn Jones, and we welcomed a new member,
Walter Fast. In addition, a few special guests rode with the members, including a grandson and a extremely well-
behaved Golden Retriever. The crowds lining the street are always large, in a good mood, and ready to give you
a thumbs up and offer “nice ride!”

Driving in the annual Parade is a great way to raise awareness of the MBCA generally and the Memphis
Section in particular. There is always a party atmosphere, the camaraderie is fun, and a worthy toy donation is
part of it. Come join us next December!



Section Christmas Party
The 2023 Annual Holiday Party

was held at the home of Andy and
Suzanne Cunningham, on December 16th,
in Germantown, and was well attended by
club members. A highlight of the
celebration was the reveal of Lynn Jones
as the elected MBCA Memphis Section
Member of the Year.

Lynn is a long-time member and
the current club treasurer, among the
many offices he has held over the years.
In addition, Lynn has submitted and had
published wonderful and exciting true-life
stories of his travels with his vintage
Mercedes in both this newsletter and in
the Star Magazine.

We hope to see even more club
members at this year’s Holiday Party in
December.

Memphis Membership Matters
Mike McHann (Membership Chairman)

As we enter the new year, our membership remains at 73. We need referrals from
current members so please remind your Mercedes friends that local membership benefits
include:

1. 10 - 15% discount on parts & labor at Mercedes of Memphis, Mercedes of
Collierville and Smith Imports.

2. Membership in the national club with national events, car shows and car
raffles.

3. Bi-Monthly STAR magazine
4. Local club dinners, parades, car shows, etc.
5. Local newsletter
6. Technical help for your Mercedes from local club members.
Just remember, if you refer someone, ask them to include your

name on the application and receive a 1 month extension on your
membership.

Also, we need your old copies of the Star for our Dealer Displays.
To donate, let me know and I'll come by and pick them up.
Let's keep up the efforts and encourage our fellow Mercedes owners to
join.

Join now! https://memphis.mbca.org/join/national

We need board members. We've lost several board members
over the last few years. No work is necessary, we just need your input to
help improve and grow our local club. If you’d like to join us, contact me
and I'll explain how to get involved.
Mike McHann
901-299-6341



Technical Tips and Tricks (TTT)
by Mike McHann. V.P. Membership

Batteries are designed by manufacturers to
operate at maximum voltage (12.65 volts) at 80°F.
Both higher and lower temperatures will reduce the
voltage of a battery by as much as 25% during
extreme heat and cold months. If your battery voltage
is less than 12.45 volts (75% charged), then it’s low
and should be recharged. You can recharge the
battery using a portable battery charger or by driving
your car for 15-20 minutes at 40 mph or faster. The
colder the weather, the thicker the oil and the harder is
it to crank the engine.

How to tell if your battery is good or bad? A
GOOD battery will accept and hold a charge and is
capable of producing close to its rated amperage
output. A BAD battery will NOT accept or hold a
charge and cannot produce adequate cranking amps.
A GOOD battery can be recharged and returned to
service but a BAD battery must be replaced. Most car
batteries only last about 4-5 years, but may only last
2-3 years in a late model car that’s not driven
frequently enough or far enough to keep the
battery fully charged. Hot climates can also
shorten battery life. If your battery is 4 years or
older and isn’t holding a charge (keeps running
down) or it doesn’t crank your engine at normal
speed, then you probably need a new battery.

Signs of a low battery include: Slow
cranking or no cranking when attempting to start;
electrical problems such as power windows not
working normally, heated seats or electric
defrosters not producing normal heat output and
remote key-less entry not opening doors or trunk,
etc. However, a low or dead battery doesn’t
necessarily mean your battery has failed or that it
needs to be replaced. A good battery can run
down for any number of reasons: somebody left
the lights on, you haven't been driving your vehicle

enough to keep the battery fully charged, your vehicle
has been sitting for a long period of time without being
started, there is a problem with the charging system or
alternator or an electrical problem is draining power
from the battery when your car is off. For these
reasons, you need to test BOTH the battery and
charging system.

Whether your battery tests GOOD or BAD,
make sure the battery is fully recharged before
returning it to service. Connect your Battery Charger
correctly (Negative to Negative & Positive to Positive)
and DO NOT plug in the charger until AFTER you
have made the battery connections. This will prevent
any sparks that might cause a battery explosion!
Make sure you connect your Battery Charger correctly
(Negative to Negative & Positive to Positive). Also DO
NOT plug in the charger until AFTER you have made
the battery connections. This will prevent any sparks

Why Do Batteries Fail in Cold Weather?
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Formula One
As predicted, the 2023 F1 season resulted in Mercedes AMG finishing 2nd in the Constructor's

Championship and Lew Hamilton 3rd in the Driver's Standings.
This year's 2024 schedule will begin Feb 21-23 with F1 Aramco Pre-Season Testing.at the Bahrain

International Circuit, followed by the Feb 29-Mar 02 Bahrain Grand Prix. Much will change with the new cars from
all of the F1 teams, and Mercedes-AMG will introduce their new F1W14 with many new aerodynamic features
and reduced weight. Driving the W14 will be Lewis Hamilton and George Russell, supported by Mick
Schumacher as the third driver.

“Last year was difficult but it came with lots
of leanings,” Toto commented. “I hope 2023 will be
proof that we have understood how to unravel the
problems and improve the package of the
car.” Areas targeted with the W14 in 2024 include
reducing overall weight, giving the drivers a more
consistent car balance across the speed range, and
better matching the aerodynamic characteristics to
the demands of the aero regulations. This is borne
out in areas such as a significantly lighter chassis,
revised front suspension geometry, cooling system
adjustments and a refined aerodynamic concept
based on last year’s learning.
Let's see what these changes and improvements will bring in 2024.
Mike McHann

I Saved $200 On My Recent Car Repairs As A Member
OF MBCA!

Not only was it time for my SLK
to go in for its major check-up and oil
change, but the brake indicator lit up
two weeks before my scheduled
appointment at the dealership.

Unfortunately, not only were the
brake pads low, but the rotors needed
to be replaced. (My wife swears she
doesn’t ride the brakes but the
evidence points otherwise.) With the
15% discount from MBCA, the damage
to my checkbook wasn’t too bad! My
membership dues were more than
covered!!!


