
  

 

 

President’s Corner 
Lee Elrick Jr., Section President 

 

 
Greetings Wichita Section 
members!  We’ve made a 
quick start in 2023 with 
several events already 
under our belt. 
 
As you can see from our 
section event calendar, we 

are starting to fill up the year with all sorts of 
activities.  My goal is to have at least one 
event per month and we are trying to have 
that event occur on the second Saturday of 
every month.  You’ll notice that Wichita 
Cars and Coffee has started up again, so 
that’s another opportunity to get together as 
well 
 
In September there’s a listing for the 
Wichita German Car Show.  There isn’t a 
set date for the event yet, but our section 
definitely plans to be there.  The inaugural 
gathering last year was extremely well 
attended with almost 220 cars participating. 
 
There’s lots of other news in this newsletter 
so check it out.  I’m looking forward to the 
slowly warming weather and more 
opportunities to get out and drive our cars. 
 
 
 
 
Lee 
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2023 Section Event Calendar 
 
Mar 11th:  Visit to Luxury Import Specialists 
 
Mar 18th:  Wichita Cars and Coffee 
 
Apr 15th:  Visit to European Car Company 
 
May 6th:  McPherson College Car Show 
 
May 20th:  Wichita Cars and Coffee 
 
Jun 10th:  Poker Run 
 
Jun 17th:  Wichita Cars and Coffee 
 
Jul 8th:  TBD 
 
July 15th:  Wichita Cars and Coffee 
 
Aug 12th:  Membership meeting & officer 
elections 
 
Aug 19th:  Wichita Cars and Coffee 
 
Sep:  Wichita German Car Show 
 
Sep 30th:  The Garage Automotive Museum in 
Salina 
 
Oct 14th:  Octoberfest Celebration 
 
Oct 21st:  Wichita Cars and Coffee 
 
Nov 11th:  TBD 
 
Dec 9th:  TBD 
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Mercedes-Benz Club of America – Wichita Section 
 
 

Upcoming Section Events 
 
Visit to Luxury Import Specialists 
When:  Saturday, Mar 11th, 9AM to 
11AM 
Where:  8091 E. 45th St N, Bel Aire 
KS 67226 
 
Have some car maintenance 
questions?  This is a great opportunity 
to quiz Dave and Tom as they show 
off their wonderful repair facility.  Plan 
on meeting up here at 9AM and bring 
your questions as we check out the 
new additions to Luxury Import 
Specialists.  There will also be coffee 
and donuts.  Please RSVP for this 
event by Thursday, so we can make 
sure there are enough donuts.  You 
can RSVP by sending a message to 
MBCA.wichita@aol.com 
See you there! 
 
 
 
Wichita Cars and Coffee 
When:  Saturday, Mar 18th, 8AM to 11AM  
Where:  Braeburn Square, Wichita State University, 4521 E. 
21st St N, Wichita KS 67208 
 
The area Cars and Coffee meet ups will start on the 18th.  The 
event location has changed, it will now take place at Braeburn 
Square on the WSU campus.  While our section doesn’t have 
anything formally planned around this event, it’s a great 
opportunity to meet up and see some really cool local cars.  If 
there’s enough interest we can set up a meet up time so we can 
try to park our cars next to each other. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:MBCA.wichita@aol.com
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Mercedes-Benz Club of America – Wichita Section 
 
 
Visit to European Car Company  
When:  Saturday, Apr 15th, 9AM to 11 AM 
Where:  122 N. Walnut St, Wichita KS 67203 
 
David Leivian has once again invited our section out 
to his shop in Delano to check out some current 
projects and field questions from the group.  He has 
an extensive knowledge of cars and is happy to 
provide advice and guidance on car issues.  Coffee 
and donuts will be served.  Please RSVP to 
mbca.wichita@aol.com, so we can get a head count 
for the event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
McPherson College Car Show  
When:  Saturday, May 6th 
Where:  McPherson College, 1600 E. 
Euclid, McPherson KS 67460 
 
Save the date for this event!  This is a very 
popular regional car show hosted by the 
students of McPherson College's Auto 
Restoration program.  Several hundred 
cars of all makes and models will be 
there.  Additionally, the school will host 
tours of the auto restoration facilities.  If 
you check out the Star Magazine (Nov-Dec 
2021 Issue), you'll see an article on a 
Mercedes-Benz the students are working on.  You can register for the show by going to the event 
website: Car Show Registration - McPherson College  The cost for participating in this event is $20 
per car and goes up to $25 after April 22nd.  All proceeds collected go directly to the school's Auto 
Restoration program. 
 
Further emails will go out with specific event times and convoy times if folks want to drive up as a 
group. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mcpherson.edu/autorestoration/cars/registration/
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Mercedes-Benz Club of America – Wichita Section 
 

 
Recent Section Events 

 
 
Lunch at Prost, Saturday January 14th   
 
The Wichita section gathered for an impromptu lunch at 
our favorite local German restaurant, Prost.  All together 14 
members and guests attended.  It was a great opportunity 
to catch up with everyone after the holiday season.  We 
also practiced our hand/eye coordination with a beer 
deckel (coaster) flipping game.  Some folks were better at 
this than others....The beer and food were outstanding as 
usual. 
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Mercedes-Benz Club of America – Wichita Section 
 
 
Section Membership Meeting and Lunch, 
Saturday January 28th  
 
The Wichita Section gathered for the semi-
annual membership meeting and lunch at 
Firebirds.  Around twelve members attended this 
meeting.  Vice President Will Tobin kicked off 
the meeting by reviewing our activities from last 
year and then outlining the many activities we 
have planned for 2023.  I didn’t get any shots of 
the group inside, but we sure did luck out on the 
beautiful weather that day. 
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Mercedes-Benz Club of America – Wichita Section 
 
 

Breakfast and Garage Visit, Saturday February 11th 
 
We had a great turn out for this event!  About 22 
members and guests gathered for breakfast at 
Stearman Field Bar and Grill.  After grabbing some 
food, doing a little catching up, and checking to see if 
anything interesting was taking off or landing at 
Stearman Field, we then headed out for a garage visit.  
Club member Jeff Siebels very kindly hosted our 
section for visit to his garage in Andover.  Jeff has an 
amazing collection of both foreign and domestic 
vehicles, including of course several nice MBs!  
Everybody enjoyed quizzing Jeff on the background of 
some of his cars and, since he does a lot of his own 
restoration work, this was also an opportunity to get 
some good practical car care and maintenance 

information.  Jeff also has a YouTube channel (American Dream Garage - YouTube ) in which he 
provides more information on his cars and auctions he’s attended.  Thanks for having us out Jeff! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/@americandreamgarage3054/featured
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Mercedes-Benz Club of America – Wichita Section 
 

 
Trip Reports 

 
Visit to the Mercedes-Benz Museum by Randy Roths 
 

Early this December, my wife and I took an 
amazing trip to see the German Christmas 
Markets. For part of our visit we based ourselves 
out of Stuttgart, the home of the Mercedes 
Museum.  Our visit to the architecturally stunning 
museum took us a whole day.  You are 
encouraged to begin your tour on the eighth floor 
and work your way down, as the exhibits are 
presented chronologically. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Some of the highlights included: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                  1893 Benz Vis-à-vis 
   
 

When visiting the Mercedes from the 20’s and 
30’s I found my favorite car of the Museum.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1936 500K Special Roadster 
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Mercedes-Benz Club of America – Wichita Section 
 
 

Winding down the circular museum we came 
upon an interesting find.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1955 Gullwing 
 
A side section of interest displayed buses, 
transportation trucks and even the “Pope-mobile”.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The museum ended with “Road to Emission Free Mobility”. They had an all-electric car built in 
2017. I couldn’t believe the advances after seeing the 2022 EQS.  The museum ends with a gift 
shop and café.  There is no way to encapsulate all this amazing museum has to offer into a 
newsletter.  I count myself lucky to have been able to visit it. 
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Mercedes-Benz Club of America – Wichita Section 
 
 
Attending Bonham and Barrett-Jackson Car Auctions by Lee Elrick  
 
I had the opportunity to attend two car auctions on Scottsdale, AZ at the start of the year.  Both the 
Bonham and Barrett-Jackson events were exciting and a reminder of the truly remarkable cars that 
are out there.  There were a lot of nice looking MB’s available too! 
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Mercedes-Benz Club of America – Wichita Section 
 
 

National Club News 
 
2023 German Tours 
  
Mercedes-Benz Club of America offers members a unique travel and adventure experience to the 
iconic Mercedes-Benz Museum, AMG Factory, Classic Center, Sindelfingen Factories, and much 
more! For further information, email germantours@mbca.org 
  
Dates: 
May 22–27 
September 11–16 
  
Monday – Sunday Itinerary attached. 
 
 
 
Mercedes Grande 
Save the Date! 
 
Sept 9-10 
Indianapolis, IN 
https://www.mercedesgrande.org 
in association with Artomobilia 
 
The 2023 MERCEDES GRANDE in Indianapolis, Indiana is a celebration of all things Mercedes-
Benz. Four days of Mercedes-Benz Culture, Causes, People, Lifestyle, Technology, and Cars 
Presented by the Mercedes Benz Club of America. Plan now to be a part of this exciting and 
extraordinary affair! 
 
 
2023 F1 Miami Grand Prix 
  
May 5-7 
Miami, FL 
https://f1miamigp.com 
 
Don't miss out! 
 
Purchase exclusive MBCA tickets and suite package. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:germantours@mbca.org?subject=German%20Tour%20Inquiry
https://mbca.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d868903915e8e2a4e1c6e8a69&id=47dffe298c&e=38a708eae2
https://mbca.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d868903915e8e2a4e1c6e8a69&id=1015b7adcd&e=38a708eae2
https://mbca.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d868903915e8e2a4e1c6e8a69&id=908f8ecceb&e=38a708eae2
https://mbca.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d868903915e8e2a4e1c6e8a69&id=33c6b2aec3&e=38a708eae2
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Mercedes-Benz Club of America – Wichita Section 
 
 
Nomination Process for 2023 Election 
 
This year there are three Director at Large (DAL) and six Regional Director (RD) (Northeast, 
Midwest, Rocky Mountain, Northwest, Central, and Western Regions) positions to be elected. 
  
 
If you are interested in being considered, CLICK HERE for more information from The Governance 
Committee. All Nomination Petitions must be submitted to the National Business Office, to 
the attention of the Governance Committee, by the May 1 deadline. 
  
  
Questions or further information? Please contact Governance Committee Chair Laura Simonds 
at lsimonds97520@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

At the Printer 

 

The March/April 2023 issue of The Star® will be arriving after the 9th of 
March. 

 

 

https://mbca.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d868903915e8e2a4e1c6e8a69&id=7974a1c8f8&e=38a708eae2
https://mbca.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d868903915e8e2a4e1c6e8a69&id=628545a43c&e=38a708eae2
mailto:lsimonds97520@gmail.com?subject=2023%20Elections
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Section Membership News 

 
Our section currently has 67 members. 
 
Welcome to our newest members:  David Estes and David Hoffman   
 
Here’s a heartfelt thanks to all our renewing members since our last 
newsletter:  Thomas Alm, Joshua Dutcher, Robert Houston, Joseph 
Kausse, Tom Sincissen, John Sybrant, and Nestor Weigand.  Thank 
you so much for your sustained membership.   
 
Please continue to promote our club with other Mercedes owners so we 
can increase our numbers.  If you meet someone who has specific 
questions about our club, please direct them to contact us at 
MBCA.Wichita@aol.com.  If you have other ideas about how to improve 
our membership numbers, please don’t hesitate to contact me (Kirk Filbey) 
at rkfilbey@gmail.com . 
 
For our current members, please don’t forget to renew your membership 
so you don’t miss out on future events.  Renewing members are the core 
part of our section.  
 
Thank you all for your sustained membership and support of the club! 
 
 

 

MBCA | Wichita Board 
MBCA.Wichita@aol.com 
__________________ 

 

President: 
Lee Elrick 

316-619-6922 
 

Vice President: 
Will Tobin 

 

Secretary: 
Deanna Gaffney 

 

Treasurer 
Calvin (Vin) Kissick 

__________________ 
 

DIRECTORS: (4) 
 

Kirk Filbey, 
 

David Snodgrass 
 

Kevin White 
 

Brett Gaffney 
 

Randy Roths 
 

Jeff Siebels 
 

Joseph Kausse 
__________________ 

 

Newsletter Editor 
Kirk Filbey 

 

Membership 
Kirk Filbey 

 
Webmaster 
Kevin White 

 
Section Web Pages: 

https://mbcawichita.org   

https://wichita.mbca.org  
 

* * *  

mailto:MBCA.Wichita@aol.com
mailto:rkfilbey@gmail.com
https://mbcawichita.org/
https://wichita.mbca.org/

