
Mercedes- Benz Club of America 

Star Bulletin 

WISHING YOU A HAPPY, JOYUS HOLIDAY SEASON AND 
A HEALTHy,  PROSPOUS NEW YEAR! 
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Attention members: We hope you will 
support our advertisers... they support 

this bulletin Mention our newsletter 
when you contact them. 

The MBCA, the San Diego Section, it’s 
Officers, members, MBUSA, Smart GmbH, 

and AMG, however, make no inference, that 
advertising in this bulletin implies approval of 

their products or services 

OUR MISSION 
To elevate the Mercedes-Benz 
experience through knowledge, 

camaraderie and exceptional events 

More than a Car Club. We're a Community. TM 
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Your membership expiring soon? Please consider renewing as we do not want to lose you. For questions contact 
Steve Ross at, inewsx@sbcglobal.net or 619-508-3925 
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 Message 
 
Is it me or did this year fly by?  As we finish out the year your Mercedes Club Board would 
like to wish you Happy Holiday’s and a safe New Year.  We are folding up this year with 
our final event of the year, The Holiday Brunch.  Come and join your friends with a feast 
and a toast.   
We are about to plan the upcoming events for 2023.  If you have any requests or ideas for 
an upcoming event, please let us know so that we may plan accordingly.  We thank you all 
for a fun year and look 
 

Michael Cooper 

How about some of our Mercedes-
Benz ethusiast’s get a fellow fun 
lover to join our club so I will have 
something to put in the new members 
block.  Christmas gift memberships 
are very nice. 

 

MBCA Board Meeting January 27 @ 6:00 PM 
Meetings at Mimi’s on 5180 Mission Center Rd, 
San Diego 
 
Note:  Our regular Board meetings are scheduled 
for the third Tuesday of the month.  Occasionally 
meetings are cancelled when there in no 
pressing business that can’t be resolved by 
electronic means.   If you are considering join 
the board meeting, please call a board member 
to make sure there is going to be a meeting.  

 
 

 

In this issue there is an accounting of the 
Vintage Mercedes-Benz driving tour of the 
Lavendar Fields in Provence, France.  Members 
of the San Diego Section and other Southwest 
Region members joined us on the tour in June 
of this year, 2022. 
The trip was organized by Marjo Miller, a 
member of the San Diego Section and Marjo 
composed the narative on page 2 of this Star 
Bulletin. 
 

Thank you Marjo for making this memorable 
event come true and sharing the experience 

with us. 
 

 
 
 

 
David Willoughby Brian Litton 
 
James Dexter Armando Danna
  
Jeffery Brown Ernst Wilms 

 
THANK YOU, OUR LOYAL MEMBERS 

FOR RE-NEWING YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP 

 

mailto:inewsx@sbcglobal.net


Roadbook to 
Provence 

Marjo Miller 
 
 

Some of the world’s most gorgeous scenery, 
elegant classic cars, delicious food, and new 
friends- it was as they say an “unbeatable 
combination.” 

With the help of Walter Laimer, co-owner of 
Munich’s Nostalgic Classic Driving Tours, 
arrangements came together for the San Diego 
Mercedes Benz Section’s once in a lifetime 
driving tour of the Cote d’Azur and Provence from 
June 20-28, 2022. 

Beginning in Nice, France, Nostalgic provided vintage Mercedes Benz SL roadsters, one for each 
of the ten couples, aged 11 to 85+. Each morning started with choosing your “own” steed for the 
day from Nostalgic’s jaw-dropping stable of W-113s and R-107s. Most days, the convertible tops 
were left down to enjoy the sun, wind and fresh air, and hear the engine revving and shifting. We 
raised the tops on only two days for inclement weather giving us an opportunity to motor along in 
our own cocoons. 

Two of our travelers named the MB chariots they drove 
daily and the names stuck with everyone for the remainder 
of the trip. 

“Pimento”- Maroon Red 1970 113 280SL automatic (one 
owner) “Pumpkin”- Inca Red (orange) 1981 107 280SL 
automatic “Smokie”- Grey 1970 113 280SL manual 
“Ole Blue”- Diamond Blue 1978 107 280SL 
manual “Olive”- Moss Green 1965 113 280SL 
automatic “Truffle”- Blue/Grey 107 1988 
300SL automatic 

 
 

Despite being on vacation, one couple volunteered to record their odometer readings daily and 
calculated by the end of the trip that we had driven 725 kilometers, or 465 miles. 

Day 1- Nice, France 
Everyone thankfully survived the travails of flight these days and arrived in Nice on time, intact, 
only a bit jet-lagged and with all luggage in hand. That evening, Walter, who we were fortunate to 
have as tour leader together with his assistants, Khari, a Munich history student from New 
Mexico, and Gabriel, a German and Italian speaking student from the Tyrolean Alps who studies 
chemistry in Vienna, hosted the welcome dinner at our sea-front hotel on the French Rivera 
facing the Mediterranean Sea. On this first day, we had no appreciation for the huge number of 
logistical arrangements that Nostalgic had made, and would continue making, to enable our tour 
to run smoothly and provide such a customized experience in this “cookie cutter” day and age. 
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During dinner, each couple was gifted with a lavender traveling 
diary and a clutch of purple pens and pencils to record the trip. 
Our youngest traveler, age 11, presented her fingernails which 
after research had been carefully painted with French flags. 

Leaving dinner, we were all terribly excited to begin our trip the 
next day. Walter was asked where the cars were stored for the 
evening but he remained mum…. 

 
 
 

Day 2- Monaco, France 
 

Due to heavy congestion and narrow roads along the 
Cote d’Azur executive minivans transported the group to 
beautiful seaside Monaco for the day. 

 

 
 

A local guide gave a tour of the city state’s 
streets, and we lined up for the changing of 
the guard at the palace. As we walked the 
steep hillsides we were amazed that every 
Mediterranean plant and tree we admired 
also grew in San Diego. This was a 
reminder that the world truly is so small in 
many ways. Afterwards, we lunched at a 
quaint restaurant hidden off the square. 
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Later in the day, at Cap Ferrat, we toured the 
gorgeous villa and gardens of Villa Ephrussi de 
Rothschild created by a Rothschild heir during the 
Belle Epoque era. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The day ended with a Cap Ferrat harborside dinner 
where candles were blown out on a huge French 60th 
birthday cake. 

We returned to the hotel to sleep with visions of 
Mercedes Benz roadsters dancing in our dreams. 

 
 

Day 3- Nice to Moissac-Bellevue 
This was the first driver’s day and there was a hurry to check out of the hotel and get on the road. 
After donning Nostalgic’s gifts of leather driving gloves, each couple selected a Mercedes Benz 
roadster for the day and departed Nice in its very heavy early morning traffic. Our Nice exit 
harrowingly took more than an hour as we accustomed ourselves to our new roadsters, French road 
signage, and seemingly endless traffic circles- which honestly do come in handy when you miss your 
exit. 

Our first stop was Grasse for lunch and a 
private tour of perfumery, Fragonard. 

Next, we climbed the hills out of Grasse and 
leisurely drove through the cork oak Forest of 
Fayence through the olive fields and vineyards 
where we saw the Verdon Mountains in the 
distance; these mountains to be the focus of the 
next day’s driving. 

Everyone arrived in time to check in to our first 
country hotel, Bastide du Calalou. Dressing for 
dinner, we gathered for cocktails in the bar, and 
enjoyed a farm to table gourmet dinner in a 
private glass gazebo, concluding with “The Dark 
Chocolate Mille-Feuille.” Need more be said? 
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After dinner, keepsake rocks collected from the stone lined Nice coastline 
and hand decorated with “MB-Provence Driving Trip 2022” were handed out. 
The consensus of the day was “Thank the Lord for good brakes.” 

 
 
 

Day 4- Circumnavigating the Verdon Gorge 
 
 

Driving a different Mercedes Benz each day provided the opportunity to enjoy the engineering 
differences, some may say improvements, that Mercedes Benz had made between manufacturing 
their first SL’s: the W113 built from 1963-1971, and the R107 produced from 1971-1989. 

 
 

Day 4 called for driving the perimeter of the Gorges du Verdon from south 
to north. The French call this their “Grand Canyon” but many of us thought 
the Verdon more impressive than our Grand Canyon, but we won’t tell you 
which of us said this….. The views were breathtaking and changed 
around every turn- some had overhanging stone cliffs, or lush steep 
sandstone canyon faces, perhaps it was a narrow, dark tunnel or a fog- 
enshrouded turquoise riverbed. Although it rained, everyone thought the 
rain gave the day a magical ambiance. 

 
 

This was the day for awards. The best mileage of the day went to “Pimento’s” drivers who managed 
the day’s drive on “empty” (gas gauge on the fritz.) “Pumpkin’s” drivers received the “Speed Award” 
as they whizzed by every other car in the Nostalgic flock. Another couple, who lived in France for 
years, summed up the day by concluding “This was a part of France that we had no idea existed.” 

 
 

Day 5- Hunting for Lavender 
 

After hotel check-out, this was an enjoyable driving day through 
many picturesque villages such as Saignon and included steep 
mountain roads toward the lavender fields. 

 
We stopped for a break in Lourmarin, a picturesque Provencal 
village ranked among the Plus Beaux Villages de France. This is 
also home to famed author, Peter Mayle, who wrote the best 
seller A Year in Provence. 
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https://www.travelfranceonline.com/plus-beaux-villages-de-france-basic-facts/


During the lavender hunt, our tops came down, went up, 
came down or tried to…as it rained in buckets at one 
point while our cars climbed the mountainside. A few 
creative drivers reverted to emergency tops. The rain 
failed to dampen spirits, however, and thankfully clear 
blue skies appeared and lush, peak purple lavender 
fields greeted us. 

 
 
 
 

Arrival at our 3rd and last hotel, Moulin de Vernegues 
in Mallemort, gave us time to enjoy an outdoor dinner and 
celebrate another birthday. We now believe that the French 
only bake very BIG birthday cakes. 

 
Leaving dinner, a shout arose with “Long live lavender” 
and we all agreed this summarized the day perfectly. 

 
 

Day 6- The Camargue Region and Arles 
 
 
 

Two of our San Diego travelers came early to select 
their car for the day and pulled out of the parking lot in 
a cloud of smoke on their way to see the wild white 
horses and the wetlands of the Camargue (they say 
these are the only horses that can graze under water.) 

 
 
 
 

 

Others drove to the walled Roman town of Aiges Mortes passing countless sunflower fields along the 
way. 
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After dinner, a champagne toast was 
provided by one of our couples celebrating 
their 45th wedding anniversary. They drive a 
Mercedes Benz 280 SL at home, and here 
is the anniversary card that was designed 
and shipped to France for the occasion. 

As the last drop of champagne was enjoyed, 
we discussed how incredibly fortunate we 
were to not only see beautiful historic sites 
and natural wonders, but to do so driving 
timeless vintage automobiles. 

 
 
 

Day 7- Avignon, France 
 
 

In the afternoon, the group rendezvoused in Arles for an 
afternoon guided tour of the Roman city. This day 
demonstrated the variety of the sites and scenery of the 
Camargue Region. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 7 was the day to 
simply enjoy driving 
through the French 
countryside to end up 
in Avignon for an 
afternoon guided 
tour. Avignon is 
known as the city of 
the popes and enjoys 
a fully preserved ring 
wall with fortified 
towers. 
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After the city tour, drivers eagerly jumped 
back into their cars for a return trip through 
quaint hillside Gordes which is in a perfect 
location to be called the “watchman” of the 
Luberon. There was a bit of regret on the 
return trip, as we all knew this was the last 
trip home in elegant roadsters that were 
now fondly thought of as our own. 

 
The entire traveling group dined together 
one last time at a typical Provencal 
restaurant where stories and toasts 
abounded. 

Upon leaving our final dinner, we 
considered the entire trip and agreed that 
there had been no limitation on our driving 
and we certainly didn’t expect to drive as 
much as we did. 

 
   Day 8- Depart to Marseille or Nice 

 
It’s hard to sum up a trip like this. What was the highlight? Was it the 
amazing scenery we saw from the stony Mediterranean seashore to the 
lush hilly Verdon Gorge? Or agonizing over which elegant roadster to 
drive like our own each day? Indulging day after day with delicious French 
wine, food, and desserts that really were too beautiful to eat? The 
opportunity to enjoy a completely unique experience with new friends? 
Clearly, it was all these things, and no doubt for each of us in small and 
large unspoken ways, other delights with which we were gifted these last 
seven days. 

With gusto we concluded that this had indeed been a “trip of a lifetime,” 
and many voiced a desire for another trip. 

As we said our goodbyes, Walter left us with his parting comment: “Your 
group was as American as I wished you to be.” We weren’t honestly sure if 
this was a compliment… but knowing Walter’s love of America, we took it 
as one. 

 
With oh-la-la and a bientot, 

2022 Mercedes Benz Provence Travelers   
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A tour of Tuscany is being planned for Oct 
2023.  Stay tuned 
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WIN A CHICKEN DINNER 
 

 
 

Pete Lobner correctly 
identified British Austin 
A90 Atlantic 2 Door, 
convertible, which was 
built from 1949 to 1950. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

THE MYSTERY CAR FOR OCTOBER IS THIS BEAUTY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
you can identify the manufacturer, year and coach builder, you have won a Chicken dinner. 

Win this prestigious award by sending to Steve Ross the make, and year of this car 
 

Become a respected authority on automobiles in your house and throughout 
the automotive world by winning the Chicken Dinner Award! 

 
*CHICKEN DINNER RULES: CONTESTANTS MAY ONLY WIN 2 CHICKEN DINNERS PER 
CALENDAR YEAR. 
 
Even if you have won your allotted limit, please guess anyway…and if you’re correct, editor 
will buy you a big orange drink at our next event. 
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FOR SALE 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
1975 450SL, 158,000 MILES.  Original owner, clean title.  
Well maintained with both hard and soft top, in great 
shape.  Excellent mechanical condition. No scratches or 
dents.  Exterior color French Blue, interior Beige Brown 

$28,000.00, OBO.  Call 760-832-3374 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
FOR SALE 

 

 

2006 AMG SL55 Convertible, Kleemann 
tuned, one of only 45 made for the USA.   
Supercharged V-8 660 hp, top speed 
225mph, Alpine Stereo.  Only 67,000 
miles.  $28,500 OBO. 

Call:  760-832-3374 
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FOR SALE 
 

1973 Mercedes Benz 280C Coupe. One Owner. Runs and drives great. 
In mint condition inside and out. It has always been kept in the 
garage since purchased. It has been driven and treated as a classic 
since the early 1990s. Asking $20.000.00. Contact Harold at 949-
813-7766 for more information. Shown by appointment only 

 

VERY CLEAN 1991 560SEC IS BEING OFFERED FOR SALE 
 

 

This excellent example of a 560SEC has been driven only 112,000 miles since new. 
Current owner has owned the car for the past 20 plus years, and has all the records. 
All original except for a professionally installed Alpine CD player. Recent work 
completed, new Michelin tires, hood pad, brakes, battery and oil change. Car Fax 
available, always garaged and car cover, same mechanic for twenty years. Selling 
because owner does not have time to drive the car as it should be. Prefers to sell to 
a club member who will appreciate the automobile. 

ASKING $28,000 Contact Rita at 858-472-7970 
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, 
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OCEAN BEACH BOAT & AUTO 

UPHOLSTER y 
Since1947 

 
DAVID SKOGLUND 
4838 Voltaire Street 
San Diego, CA 92107 

 
(619) 223-9797 
dave@obupholstery.com 

mailto:dave@obupholstery.com


 

SALE OR WANT ADS: 
Personal classified ads (sale or wanted) are FREE 
exclusively for MBCA members. NO commercial 

or business sales allowed in the classified ad 
section. 

 
Business advertising is available at competitive 
rates. Please contact the Treasurer for latest ad 

rates. 
If you want to place a personal ad in the “for sale” 

Mail Steve Ross inewsx@sbcglobal.net Please 
contact Steve every month to continue your AD 

 
 
 
 

We are always looking for volunteers to help out 
with ideas, planning, and coordinating events. 

If you would like to feature your 
Mercedes- Benz vehicle(s) in this 

Newsletter with an interesting story or 
photo, please submit in digital format via 

e-mail to: 
inewsx@sbcglobal.net 

 
We would love to get to know you & your 

Mercedes- Benz. Come to an event and ask us 
how to obtain a FREE 

name badge. Maybe even a free beverage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Can't wait to have a really “Cool” MBCA name 
badge? Here’s how to order one: Go to the 

MBCA website www.mbca.org, 
log on, click on Store, click on MBCA Event 

Equipment Store and scroll down and click on 
the Name Badge. 

You are now in the order form. 
 

Second method: Log onto MBCA website and 
enter Name Badge in the search box at upper 

right-hand corner of screen, click on the 
Magnifying Glass icon and this will take you to the 
order form OR you may call 800- 637-2360, ask for 

Ryanne Dias, She will take your order. 
All payments are made via credit card. 
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2022 Schedule of Events 
MBCA – San Diego Section 

Our motto “Have it your way, as long as it’s FUN!” Always 
remember…this is YOUR club. Events highlighted in red are not 
official events, but you may want to attend. 

 
New ideas or changes please contact a Board Member! 

Note: All dates may be subject to change 
 

December 11 Holiday Party Rudy and Diana 

December 17 Planning Meeting Dianna Kruse Home 

January TBD Dining out Michael Cooper 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SEE YA ON THE ROAD 
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