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A special thank you to our sponsors!

If you would like to advertise in Star
Reections, please contact Bob Schuldt
at bobschuldt@comcast.net

Star Reections is the ofcial Newsletter of the
Chicagoland Section of the Mercedes-Benz
Club of America.  For questions, comments or
suggestions please contact Bob Schuldt
at bobschuldt@comcast.net 

Friends don’t let friends drive BMWs.
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Greetings, Chicagoland MBCA Club members! And a very happy summer to you all!

This is my favorite time of the year, even on the hottest and most humid days where I 
know it's not the weather my car prefers. But there's something lovely about a 
convertible drive on a summer night, don't you think? I'm disappointed we had to cancel 
our event at Montrose Harbor in May due to weather but I gather all those who attended 
the June joint meet event with the Rolls-Royce Club had a lovely time. I enjoyed the 
photos! Next up members are trekking to Michigan in July for the 10th annual Deutsche 
Marques event and then we move to August for the Concours d'Elegance event where 
the Club enjoys the full day of activities following brunch at Stockholm's.

September will be a busy month so stay tuned for the calendar of events updates and 
note the schedule included at the bottom of most email blasts too. We're always 
interested in new and exciting events and I welcome suggestions and feedback from all 

members! I can be reached at .gretaglimm@yahoo.com

I'd also like to ask that anyone interested in joining the Board of Directors for the 2023- 
2024 term reach out! We will have Of�icer positions available as well as Committee roles 
if you want to join with a lessor commitment to start. I'm happy to talk about my term 
as President and while I won't be running again, I do intend to stay involved. We have a 
lot of talented folks and I'd love to see engagement from those interested in 
participating.

Happy Driving!
Greta	Glimm

mailto:bobschuldt@comcast.net
mailto:gretaglimm@yahoo.com


upcoming events

special announcement

Super	Dawg	Event,	
August 14
Contact Greta Glimm
GretaGlimm@yahoo.com

Geneva	Concours	d’Elegance	
August 28
Contact Ralph Sikorski
rsikr@hotmail.com

Coffee	and	Cars		
Big Door Garage Suites in Mundelein
September 25, 9:00am to 11:00am
Contact Greta Glimm
GretaGlimm@yahoo.com

Autumn	Glow
Fall	Colors	Train	Tour
at	East	Troy	Railroad
October 8
Contact Ron Roush
ronroush@comcast.net

Special offer Illinois Mercedes Benz
License Plate

Now available for a Mercedes Benz owner in 
Illinois is this private plate,

“R BENZ”
This is a permanent plate to be transferred and 

registered to your car, and is renewable each 
year.  Accep�ng “Best Offer” bids at 

ron.roush@comcast.net

mailto:GretaGlimm@yahoo.com
mailto:rsikr@hotmail.com
mailto:GretaGlimm@yahoo.com
mailto:ronroush@comcast.net
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welcome new members

Club Board of Directors
Greta Glimm, President

Eddie Matushek, Vice President

Ralph Sikorski, Treasurer

Alisa Matushek, Secretary

Ronald Roush, Past President

Alice Lentzen, Membership

Al Johnson, Membership

Chet Szerlag, Event Coordinator

Bob Schuldt, Newsletter Editor

Nick Iacullo, Operations
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We welcome the new members to the Chicagoland Mercedes-Benz Club.   Our club is a group of 
drivers united by our passion for highly engineered, elegantly designed, safe, luxuriously appointed 

automobiles.  For us, getting there is way more than half the fun.   Our club enjoys road trips, dinners, 
tours, car shows and importantly fellowship with each other.   We welcome you to the Club!

Ken Anderson
Eduardo Alvarez
Remsy Atassi
Frederick Brennan
Timothy Cegelski
William Doeckel
Donna Durbin
John Ernst
Elmis Figueroa
Charlie Francis
Mark Gavoor
Judson Guest
Joe Hinton
John Hoppes

Paul Leuzzi
Benitius Handjojo
Lionel Harris
Kim Hartman
Dean Keal
Paul Leuzzi
Edward Lichner
Edmond Lorenzo
Charles Madison
James Matejka
Michael Mech
Robert Muldowney
Christopher Murray
Brian Oken

John Palda, Sr.
Rick Passow
Christopher Racelis
Patrick Roche
Senthilkumar Sathiavelu
Anthony Sestito
Joe Shinn
Murtaza Siddiqui
Todd Spight
George Stazin
Chris Szarek
Philip Teng
Jason Timmons
Robert Wehrle







Club events

2021 member of the year

On December 12, 2021, the Board of the Chicagoland Mercedes Benz Club 
unanimously named Ron Roush the “Member of the Year”.   Ron has served the Club 
relentlessly over the past several years including ten years as president of the Club.  

Ron's enthusiasm and vision for the Club comes through in every event he is involved 
in.  Congratulations Ron.  This award is well deserved!
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Our 2021 Fall Driving Tour took us to Lexington 
Kentucky, the Thoroughbred Horse Capitol of the 
United States, and the area of the Kentucky Bourbon 
Trail (Distilleries)!  The tour, as planned, was one of a 
great new adventure for our members after the 
downturn in our activities in 2020 due to Covid 19. The 
itinerary for this Fall Tour was with the thought of a 
new experience, understanding of the world of raising 
Thoroughbred Racehorses, and the distilling of 
Bourbon Whiskey; all with a guided set of tours. 
This was set as a three-day experience, a long weekend 
drive, or more if you desired. If you wished to broaden 
your experience of the Louisville / Lexington area, 
there was much to see, Historically, Culturally, 
Educationally, and even from a culinary perspective. 
Lexington was our base, and it is called the “Blue Grass” 
area of Kentucky.

the FALL 2021 KENTUCKY TOUR
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Friday October 8th began our weekend upon arrival at 
the Embassy Suites Lexington, Kentucky. Since everyone 
is arriving at different times on Friday, no formal dinner 
gathering was planned for Friday evening. However, we 
all gathered informally, in the bar area around 8:30 to 
greet our fellow members!                                                                                                                                                   
On Saturday our Bourbon Distillery Tour began at 10:30 
am. Our members loaded onto two separate buses that 
would take us all to all of the locations ahead of us. Our 
�irst stop on our Saturday tour was to the Town Branch-
Lexington Brewing and Distillery. This stop on the tour 
gave all a great guided explanation of the distilling 
process accompanied by selected bourbon samples for 
all. Several of our members made purchases of bourbon 
sampled at the tasting. We departed the Distillery, and 
due to last minute requirements from several of the 
Distilleries our two groups were restricted for entering 
as groups, and this forced us to alter the itinerary. Our 
next stop was the Henry Clay Home, and Estate. Mr. Clay 
became a celebrated Congressman and Speaker of the 
House.
Dinner Saturday Evening was at a local southern favorite 
of horse owners, and distillers called the Merrick Inn, 
named after a great racehorse, what else could it be? We 
had a private dining room called the “New Room” all to 
ourselves.                                                                                      
Sunday late morning saw us back on our tour buses for 
our guided Thoroughbred Horse Farm Tour.  We began 
our tour with two very knowledgeable guides, on a 
retired jockey.

We started our journey of several with breeding farms 
where we all got up close, and personal with the mares 
and foals at each farm. A stop at Keeneland Racetrack 
which was at beginning their Fall Meet, gave everyone 
a view of what goes on the “backstretch” area of a 
track operation. This was a very new experience for 
most, or all of our Sections members. I hope that the 
photos, and discussions that followed, provide a sense 
of interest and excitement we all felt! I thank everyone 
who joined the 2021 Fall Trip! 
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On May 4 the Club was treated to the hospitality of 
fellow member Michael Olesen as he hosted the 

club at his restaurant Stockholm’s in Geneva, IL  A 
custom menu was created that including a pairing 

of beers uniquely crafted at Stockholm’s. 

Stockholm’s Restaurant Pairing Event
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Club events

On March 26 Fred Crudele 
of Bnz Haus Mercedes 
Specialists graciously 
opened his shop and 

provided expert advice on 
maintenance of the club 

members cars.   He 
inspected some of the 

members cars and 
provided valuable 

maintenance insight.   Fred 
has also opened his shop 
for the club in years past.  

BNZ Haus services all 
years and models of 

Mercedes and is located in 
Lincolnshire, IL 

BNZ Haus
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Club events

Ron Roush was able to organize an event that brought together the 
owners of two of the world’s best automotive marques.  On June 12 the 
Chicagoland Mercedes Club met with the local Rolls Royce Club at the 
Post Time Sports Bar & Grill.   Attendees enjoyed a show of the members 
cars, a lunch and an afternoon drive after lunch.. 

The Mercedes and Rolls Royce Clubs meet
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alex’s corner
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A Mercedes-Benz 
EQ Buying Guide

Electric vehicles seem to be in the news daily. Their 
technology, acceleration, and zero-tailpipe emissions 
are some reasons why some people are buying these 
cars, trucks, and SUVs that run purely on electricity. In 
this edition, I will give you a guide to the Electric 
Mercedes vehicles. This guide will be split into three 
sections: Mercedes-EQ, Electri�ied Mercedes, and the 
future of Mercedes-Benz.

What	are	my	Mercedes-EQ	vehicle	options?  
Mercedes-EQ is Mercedes' electric vehicle sub-brand, 
EQ stands for “Electric Intelligence.” Currently there is 
one Mercedes-EQ vehicle on sale in the US, that is the 
EQS. As the name would suggest, it is the electric 
equivalent of the S-Class. Here are some important 
details. 1.) It's a Hatchback, yes you read that right, 
this “S-Class” is about as practical as one of the SUV-
coupes. You can fold down the second row for up to 63 
cu.-ft. of cargo room. 2.) The optional “Hyperscreen” is 
56 inches long. It holds three screens for most of the 
EQS's functions. 3.) AMG has stuffed more horsepower 
into it. No, it doesn't have a V8, but, with the optional 
“AMG Dynamic Plus” package the AMG EQS will have 
an output of 751 Horsepower in short bursts. To put 
that into perspective, a 2019 S65 (Yeah, the one with 
the V12) has 130 Horsepower less than the AMG EQS. 
4.) It starts cheaper than a S-Class at $102,310. 
If that last tidbit concerns you, fear not, cheaper 
Mercedes-EQ vehicles are on their way. I'll touch 
brie�ly on these quickly as they are not sold in the US 
yet. First up is the , it is closely related to the GLA EQA
SUV  and will offer a taste of EQ for the budget minded 
buyer. It along with the  (GLB based) will compete EQB
against the Tesla Model Y, Ford Mustang Mach-E, and 
Volkswagen ID.4 among other new electric SUVs. Soon, 
hopefully the  will arrive in the USA. It was EQC
recently delayed. The EQC is the Compact SUV in the 
EQ lineup. The  is not sold in the US yet but expect EQV
to see it here in the US as an electric version of the 
Metris van sometime within the coming years. The 
EQE is another electric sedan coming soon. Currently, 
the trims headed for the US include a RWD 350 model 
and a 670+ horsepower AMG. And �inally, the . EQS SUV
This is the SUV version of the EQS. It carries the same 
design DNA of the EQS sedan, but in a bigger package. 
This large SUV is a good alternative to the GLS for 
families in an urban/suburban environment.

What	are	some	examples	of	Mercedes	vehicles	with	
electric	power?		Aside from prototypes, Mercedes-
Benz and AMG have made vehicles over the years with 
electric batteries at various states of help to the engine. 
We'll look at these cars in this section. Starting with the 
48-Volt mild-hybrid system. This piece of technology is 
available on a plethora of new Mercedes both AMG. The 
mild-hybrid works to reduce strain of the engine by 
running various systems for the engine like the air 
conditioning.  These systems have proven to reduce 
emissions and increase ef�iciency. Mercedes calls their 
48-volt system “EQ-Boost”. This system provides 21 
extra horsepower to the Inline-6 “53 and 450” motors. 
The current generation CLS is a great example of this 
technology at work. Mercedes has also made Hybrid 
Electric Vehicles (HEVs), Plug-In Hybrid Electric 
Vehicles (PHEVs) and, of course, Battery Electric 
Vehicles (BEVs). The ML450 Hybrid is a good HEV 
example. It combined a V6 and electric batteries 
through a CVT transmission. The C350e and GT63 S E-
Performance are standout PHEVs. And even before EQ 
sub-brand was in existence the AMG SLS and B-Class 
Electric Drive showed us that Mercedes Benz and AMG 
could build note-worthy BEVs. 

What	does	the	future	of	Mercedes	look	like?		Electric. 
By 2030 all new Mercedes will be all-electric. For the 
U.S. The last gasoline powered S-Class will probably be 
the W223-series. More cars like the EQE will appear in 
the next few years. In the immediate future more cars 
like the 2023 C43 or AMG One will make the most out 
of electri�ied engines. On the other hand, electric cars 
will be the platform of fascinating new technology. The 
future for Maybach is EVs too. This makes sense 
because of the near-silent experience EVs deliver. I 
expect for them to �it in well with the double-M badge. 
Off course, EVs won't be able to replace the grunt from 
the engine in a G-Class or a V8 AMG. They won't give 
you the same bark when you hit the throttle in a SL or 
C-Class. But if you're skeptical about a Mercedes EV, 
why not take one for a test drive?   --Alex	Schuldt	is	a	
free-lance	Chicago	based	auto	journalist.
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Board Member Profile
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Board member and newsletter editor Bob Schuldt's love 
of cars started very early in life.  Perhaps it was his yellow 
Mercedes SL Matchbox car he had as a child or his Rolls 
Royce Corgi toy cars, BMW remote control car, or multiple 
scale car models that he assembled.    Maybe it was going 
to auto shows with his father who was also a car 
enthusiast.  There are many reasons Bob is an auto 
enthusiast and it started very early.
Bob started drawing cars and at one point wanted to be 
an auto designer as a career.  In his early teenage years 
Bob would stop by the local Mercedes dealership, Auto 
Werks of Rockford, and collect Mercedes S Class 
brochures.  Later, at age 16 he started working at the 
dealership as a porter in the dealership's car wash.   This 
was a dream job for a high school boy as he could drive 
the newest Mercedes models and several classics.   After 
graduation from high school Bob went to college and then 
took a short time off from school to start a business.  He 
started Schuldt Auto Detailing where he would take care 
of some of Rockford's �inest cars, including serving some 
of the detail needs of the dealership where he formerly 
worked.   This business was sold and Bob returned to 
college to �inish his Bachelor's in Economics at Rockford 
University.  Some of the proceeds from the sale of his 
business were used to buy his �irst Mercedes, a 1986 
300E. 
When he graduated school Bob soon started work in the 
�inancial services industry.  One reason for choosing the 
�inancial services industry was multiple conversations 
with a few of his former auto detail customers who were 
stockbrokers.  He started at Merrill Lynch as a �inancial 
advisor 1994 and later became a Certi�ied Financial 
Planner.   Bob helps successful families and individuals 
make smart decisions with their �inancial resources.  

In addition to his work serving the needs of clients in 
his �inancial practice, Bob serves on the board of 
trustees at Moody Bible Institute in Chicago.  Bob's 
faith is very important to him and is a reason he is 
also involved in Moody Business Network, a series of 
luncheon events that highlights the life's story of 
successful leaders and how they serve others.
Bob has been married to Jen, an inspirational author 
and fan of Swedish cars, for over 18 years.  They have 
two children, Alexander and Josephine.
Years went by after Bob sold his �irst Mercedes until 
he purchased his second in 2018.  He found a 2002 
S430 with only 18,000 miles and is still enjoying 
driving this twenty-year old car that drives like new.  
He has also owned a 1997 CL500 and a 2004 CL55 
AMG.   For him there is nothing quite like the solid 
ride and feel of a Mercedes S Class where you can 
drive at speed and feel isolated from the bumps and 
sounds outside the car.  Through the years one of his 
favorite Mercedes Benz models has remained the 
1986-1991 560 SEC, a car that felt other worldly 
when he �irst drove it as a porter back at the 
dealership in Rockford when he was still in high 
school.   
Bob enjoys belonging to the Chicagoland Mercedes 
Benz Club where he can spend time at events and 
driving with other like-minded Mercedes Benz 
loyalists and great individuals.

Bob Schuldt
Newsletter editor
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The Star Re�lections Newsletter will start featuring pictures of the Mercedes Benz 
automobiles owned by the Club members.  Please email a picture of you and your 

Benz to  and space permitting we will include your picture BobSchuldt@comcast.net
in an upcoming issue.

Please send us your photos!

mailto:BobSchuldt@comcast.net


Candiano Law Ofce

Attorneys and Counselors at Law

-Personal Injury
-Workers
Compensation

Charles J. Candiano
312-465-2914

CJCandiano@CandianoLaw.com

53 West Jackson Boulevard
Suite 1337

Chicago, IL  60604
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