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MBCA Mission Statement: 

“To elevate the Mercedes-Benz experience through knowledge, camaraderie, and exceptional events.” 

President’s Message 

W 
e tried something new and different for our August Bluegrass Stars 

event, a joint lunch with the Jaguar Driver’s Club at Harry’s Stone 

Grill in Madison, Indiana. 

Members of both clubs are enthusiastic about their marques and share an in-

terest and passion for fine machinery, beautiful backroads drives and camara-

derie, certainly worth doing again. A good group of forty attended, and we 

were honored to have special guest, Ken Koehler, Central Region Director, 

with his wife Sara. 

David Rosenberg and I were at Coffee & Cars at Fante’s Coffee House on Sat-

urday, August 6th and met Sid Price of GermanTech Motorworks and talked 

about the right engine fluids, general maintenance, and lots of gearhead 

things. Ten days later, David and I toured his shop, talked to service techs, 

and got a feel for their capabilities.   

A concern I’ve always had about buying preowned, hi-tech German cars is the potential unknown problems lurk-

ing under their shiny paint. A safe way to shop has always been to opt for CPO (Certified Pre-Owned) cars such as 

those listed on the MBUSA.com site. Does that make buying from a car lot or from an individual a high-risk gam-

ble? Not necessarily.  Something I recently learned is that some independent shops offer in-depth inspection ser-

vices on used Mercedes for a fee thus lessening the risk of buying a money pit.  GermanTech Motors is a Bluegrass 

Stars member, and their fee is $200 for an in depth inspection.  

Recognizing the by-laws’ term limits of two years, I will be stepping down on December 31, 2022 from the Presi-

dency of the Bluegrass Stars.  My wife, Carol, who has served as Secretary with me will also be stepping down.  

These two offices, along with Vice-President and Treasurer are elected by our membership.  There are other posi-

tions that are appointed. 

Our nominating committee was appointed by me and are asked to canvas our membership for those who might be 

interested in serving two years as an elected officer.  Those candidates will then be presented to the membership 

for a vote.  If you know of someone within our membership who would be a good candidate and may be interested 

in an elected officer’s position, please contact one of the Nominating Committee who are John Rice 

(mandomagno@gmail.com), Ken Hayes (kenhays@haysauction.com) and Vance Smith (vsgolf55@gmail.com).  

Once nominations are received, Ken, John, and/or Vance will contact the nominees to gauge their interest. 

Once the new President is elected, he/she will appoint individuals to fill the vacancies for the Board of Directors, 

Membership, and Events. 

I look forward to hearing from lots of Stars who are motivated and want to be more involved in the Mercedes Ben 
Club of America Bluegrass Stars Section 2023! 

mailto:kenhays@haysauction.com
mailto:vsgolf55@gmail.com
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Sara and Ken Koehler 

Keeneland Concours d'Elegance 

S 
aturday, July 16th, was a beautiful day for 
the Keeneland Concours! A brief shower 
earlier in the morning was just what was 

needed to cool off the rest of the day, and we 
were once again in the shady Mercedes-Benz Car 
Club Paddock beside the James Motors display. 
A record number of Bluegrass Stars, as well as 
some potential new members, were there to 
show off their impressive vehicles. Regional     
Director, Ken Koehler and his wife, Sara, joined 
us for their first event with the Stars. 
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T 
he Stars showed up with some outstanding Mercedes, and the observers were enam-

ored by the variety.  We were surprised that the little white E63 AMG wagon drew so 

much interest.  And, then, “Sophia” showed up.  She is a 230SL-all original owned by 

Todd and Frances Ryan.  Then, the 280S Cabriolet appeared and took our breath away.  Ben 

brought the beautiful blue 240 Diesel, but we don’t know who was driving the G63 AMG 

B1Turbo or the pretty little red 550SL.   The most popular in number was the SLs which were 

very similar in model and colors. 

James Motors displayed the 

electric vehicle and a Maybach. 
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W 
hat a beautiful August day it was for a Road Sign Rally to Madison, Indiana, for lunch at 

Harry's Stone Grill!  

This was a first for the Bluegrass Stars Section, thanks to President Gary Rumrill who invit-

ed the Jaguar Driver’s Club to join us, and to Jaguar's President, Bill Hall, for putting this event to-

gether and making it a success!  

Congratulations to Jag Club member, Angela Shelton and her guest, Carol Deebs, who won the Road 

Sign Rally from Louisville to Madison.  Also, congrats to Anne and Vic Gilliland who won for the 

Stars.  Even though the rally was meant to be challenging, those who participated had keen vision and 

identified a large percentage of the signs. 

Ken Koehler, the Regional Director, and his wife, Sara, were able to join us, and we always look for-

ward to seeing them and sharing our events. 

The menu, service, and private room provided for us was only surpassed by the camaraderie of shar-

ing the meal with both longtime and new friends who all have an appreciation for fine driving ma-

chines. Beautiful Jags and Benz filled the parking lot and drew the attention of the other lunch goers 

who stopped to admire them.    

Ken Koehler, Regional Director 

for Central Region, explaining 

the Medallion Rally Fundrais-

er, a philanthropic campaign 

for the Alzheimer's Founda-

tion.  
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T 
he first Saturday in September at Fante’s Coffee House was a great way to start off the long Labor 

Day weekend!  The sprinkles might have kept a few enthusiasts away, but there was still a wonder-

ful variety of cars to stop and look at and share stories with the owners - Ferrari, Audi, and BMW - 

Oh, my! And, of course, one   beautiful Benz! Treasurer, Fred Mudge, and Ann, and Vice-President Anne Gil-

liland and Vic were there to represent the Bluegrass Stars. Coffee & Cars at Fante’s Coffee House will run 

through November. 
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                    “Blame it on the ladies!” 

So, for our 25th anniversary, I wanted to do something different, 

something we could enjoy together.  I decided to buy a Mercedes 

450SL.  Little did I know it was opening Pandora’s Box.  A jewelry 

box may have been smarter and cheaper.  On the day of our anni-

versary, I presented my bride with the car sporting a huge white 

bow on the hood.  Once she realized the car was for her and not a 

rental for our anniversary date, Frances promptly named her 

Windy.  Windy was warmly welcomed into the family. 

Windy was a local buy in decent shape.  After a bit, I realized I 

needed help restoring the car.  Luckily, I found Gary Ensor a short 

ride down the highway.  Gary owned Silver Stars Motors.  He 

worked on old Mercedes most of his life, and his enthusiasm for 

the brand was contagious. 

GET TO KNOW THE “STARS” 
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As with most restorations, Windy had to make several trips to the garage.  Gary and I quickly became 

friends, and on each visit Gary would show me a different classic Mercedes he was working on.  On one 

visit to Gary’s, he had just finished going over a 2002 E320 station wagon.  As we kicked the tires, he said, 

“It’s for sale.”  The E320 was welcomed into the family and was named Tommy.  Our beloved Tommy has 

been my oldest daughter’s daily driver for 5 years. 

On another occasion, Gary was working on his daughter’s 2002 SLK32 AMG, and, once again, I heard, 

“It’s for sale.”  With regard to my car purchases, I either seek Frances’ permission or forgiveness.  So, I had 

Frances look at the car, and she asked, “What are you waiting for?”  Another German family member, this 

one was named Buzz because he is such a buzz to drive. 

Without Gary’s prompting or Frances’ permission, I bought a red 1972 250C and appropriately called him 

Red.  Gary checked out Red, and fortunately he needed very little.  Red is a workhorse and always ready to 

drive.  Red worked out so well that I decided to dive into a classic. 

I found a 1972 300SEL with the 6.3 liter engine that we named Hanz.  Hanz was, and is, a project, and I 

was happy to have Gary’s expertise and knowledge on this one.  Once in Gary’s garage, out came the en-

gine, and the work began on a rebuild.  Gary finished the rebuild, but before we could put the engine back 

in the car, Gary was diagnosed with cancer and soon after died.  I went into a funk.  Not only had I lost a 

friend, but I was completely overwhelmed by the thought of putting the engine back in Hanz alone. 

Gary’s passing prompted me to join the MBCA Bluegrass Stars and the International M100 Club for own-

ers and enthusiasts of the 300 SEL.  My participation in these groups has been a gold mine for knowledge.  

In particular, it led me to Michael Morris, an expert on Mercedes (and everything else) and the “go to” au-

thority on the Mercedes 300SEL.  Michael is from California and works on cars all over the country.  He 

recently bought a home in Kentucky to be near his family.  I’m fortunate to share garage space with him, 

and that garage is getting full!  On a recent trip with Michael to California, I met Sofia.  She’s a 1966 230SL

-all original!  The only thing more beautiful than Sofia is my wife that started it all, the lady who encour-

ages me to collect more cars, even when I shouldn’t.  Blame it on the ladies! 

 Todd & Frances Ryan with “Sophia” 

their 1966 230SL 
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M 
odern car batteries drop dead without warning. Years ago, batteries would die a slow 

death and you knew when they needed to be replaced because the engine had slow 

cranking. 

  

I have four cars with a total of five batteries (two in the MB) and I thought it’d be nice to know when 

and/or if they were going bad or are still good. To do that, after reviewing a bunch of testers, I 

bought a KONNWEI KW208 12V car battery tester & alternator tester from Amazon for $29.95.  The 

thing will test batteries while they are in the car or on the bench. The readouts include percentages 

for state of health (SOH) and state of charge (SOC) plus other things. It works on all types of 

batteries including AGM (Absorbed Glass Mat) which are typical in higher end cars like Mercedes and 

BMWs. 

 

There’s more… Many, if not most, of the cars with AGM batteries also have an electronic gizmo that 

continuously monitors battery need for charge. Problem is, newly installed AGM batteries in some 

cars, but not Mercedes Benz, need to be ‘registered’ to the car’s computer for proper charging rates, 

and not doing it can shorten battery life. AutoZone, O’Reilly’s and Advance Auto can sell you a 

battery but they can’t register it meaning a trip to the dealer will be needed, and that comes with an 

exorbitant fee. 

  

Register it yourself. There is an OBD2 scanner, Blue Driver, that plugs into a car’s diagnostic port 

(usually under the steering wheel area) and establishes communication between the car’s computer 

and your smart phone, and it can register batteries with only a couple of clicks. It also scans many of 

a car’s computers looking for fault codes, ie. Check Engine Light type notices and displays their five 

character code and probable causes even including simple ones like a loose gas cap. Blue Driver 

costs around $120 which is about the price a dealer will charge for running basic diagnostics. It 

recognizes the car that it’s plugged into when I move it from one to another. 

  

Results: Three cars had good batteries, even the ones dating from 2014 to 2019 except for the one in 

the 2015 MINI. The tester read REPLACE even though the car was cranking and starting normally but 

the battery was probably on the verge of dropping dead. 

“TECH TIP” 
BY GARY RUMRILL 



 

8 Bluegrass Stars’ donation of  prescription glasses 

filled an entire collection box at Louisville Eye     

Center! 

 

T 
hanks so much to all of the Stars who contributed to this event.   We collected 38 pair of 

prescription glasses and filled an entire collection box at the Louisville Eye Center!   Spe-

cial thanks to Joseph Kausse, who saw our Facebook post, and sent glasses all the way 

from Wichita, Kansas!    

The donated glasses will be cleaned and given as-is to those in need of them. Glasses containing 

lens that are not commonly needed prescriptions will be reground to make new lens which will 

then be distributed to those needing them. All of the frames and even the cases which some do-

nated will be reused. 

Thanks to Travis and all of the professionals at the Louisville Eye Center who helped make this 

event a success.   And, thank you Anne Gilliland who spearheaded this effort. 
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October 15; 7PM          
Cruise Night to Mike Linnig’s  

This is not a club event, only a 

mention. 

October 26; 12:30PM     
Huber’s Orchard & Winery     

Starlight, IN (RSVP to 

g.rumrill@twc.com.) 

November 12; 10:30AM  
My Old KY Dinner Train        

Bardstown, KY (RSVP to                  

fredmudge@aol.com or text to 

859-361-0992) 

December 11; 6PM        
Holiday Party at Hurstbourne 

Country Club (RSVP to 
mb.bs.membership@gmail.com. 

Sometimes we need a definite head count for a planned event.  It could mean the differ-

ence in our club paying for a private room or not.  Or, it could determine if we go for-

ward with an event or cancel.  With that said, please RSVP (if you plan to attend or if 

you plan “not” to attend).  This way we at least know if you received the invitation.  This 

makes it so much easier for the individual in charge of planning an event.  Also, once 

you receive an invitation requiring an RSVP, it is never too early to respond. 
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October 26; 12:30PM      
Huber’s Orchard & Winery      

Starlight, IN  

(RSVP to g.rumrill@twc.com by 10/21.) 
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My Old KY Dinner Train 
Bardstown, KY 

Lunch & Excursion to Bernheim Forest 

November 12, 2022 @ 10:30AM 

Questions or RSVP:   

fredmudge@aol.com or  

text to 859-361-0992 

 

We have 21 committed for a November lunch on the Old KY Dinner Train in 

Bardstown, KY.  The event consists of leisure time in the train depot and lunch 

during a 2 hour, 36 mile train excursion out to Bernheim Forest and back.  The 

cost is $85 per person.  Menu choices are forthcoming which will be a variety 

of offerings that are prepared on-board the train’s private kitchen. The dress 

code is dressy casual. 

It isn’t too late to commit; however, the deadline is October 12th. 
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Let’s mix and mingle among 

the “Stars”. 

When:    “SUNDAY” 

     December 11, 2022 @ 6PM 

Where:  Hurstbourne Country Club 

                The Eagles Nest 

     9000 Hurstbourne Club Lane 

     Louisville, KY  40222 

The buffet cost is $38.48 which includes the  
service charge and tax.  A salad, 2 entrees,  

2 sides, rolls, and coffee/tea/water are included.  Outside dessert 
is being donated.  Alcohol is separate.  

Reminders will follow but the deadline for RSVP is 12/1/22 to 
David Rosenberg (call or message) @  

502-548-8960 or email to mb.bs.membership@gmail.com. 
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15% DISCOUNT ON PARTS FROM THE MERCEDES-BENZ CLASSIC CENTER 
  

Club members receive 15% off hard-to-find parts from the Mercedes-Benz Classic 
Center in Irvine, California. 

The Center caters to the needs of classic car enthusiasts like you with a vast array 
of services.  

From car sales to meticulous restorations, its manufacturer-trained technicians offer 
a wealth of expertise you won't find anywhere else. Because in the end, the Mer-
cedes-Benz Classic Center isn't only restoring cars ... it's restoring dreams. 

If you are a member, Login to www.mbca.org/benefit/15-parts-mercedes-benz-
classic-center to take advantage of this offer! 

https://www.mbca.org/user
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BLUE- GRASS 
STARS OFFICERS 

President—Gary Rumrill
g.rumrill@twc.com 

Vice-President—J. Anne Gilliland  
jannegilliland@gmail.com 

Secretary—Carol Rumrill  
carum@twc.com 

Treasurer—Fred Mudge  
fredmudge@aol.com

Membership Chair—David Rosenberg 
mb.bs.membership@gmail.com 

Web Master—Nancy Rece 
benzir@gmail.com 

Editor—Ann Mudge  
abmudge@gmail.com 

Central Regional Director—Ken Koehler 
 skkoehler@att.net 

Bluegrass Stars Officers 
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