
It was a perfect time to take a short vacation in the Valley of the Sun, with moderate temperatures (at least from the “native’s”
viewpoint), and the ability to go “topless” in your SL and enjoy the breeze in your hair.  What better way to celebrate the end of
summer than to meet up with other Mercedes-Benz enthusiasts and enjoy both the beauty and technical capabilities of our cars
and the ambiance of the Arizona Biltmore.  Nearly 350 members participated from 50 MBCA Sections to display vehicles on the
Biltmore’s Squaw Peak lawn, and to test the capability of drivers at the Firebird International Raceway.  

Local M-B dealers, Phoenix Motor Car Company and Schumacher European arranged a variety of new models on the Biltmore
front lawn for attendees and hotel guests to drool over.  These were supplemented by three fully-restored and “available for sale”
classics from the Mercedes-Benz Classic Center in Irvine (CA), an Olive 1958 180d “Ponton” Sedan, a Red 1968 280SL Pagoda
and a Red 1960 300SL Roadster.

The event  kicked off  Friday evening with  a welcome reception in the Biltmore Aztec Room where members were able to
reconnect with old friends and get acquainted with other veteran and first-time attendees.  Everyone enjoyed the “feast” set out by
the hotel and few felt the need to head elsewhere for dinner that evening.   Southwest Region Director Steve Ross also hosted a
hospitality suite for attendees later that evening, and throughout the remainder of the event.

The StarFest 2012 “Valley of the Sun” Rallye
More than thirty cars set out to compete in the StarFest 2012 Rallye over the long weekend, with additional cars taking a more

leisurely  “non-competitive”  tour.   RallyeMasters  Roberta and John  Phin made  sure  the  beauty  and  diversity  of  the
Phoenix/Scottsdale area was highlighted along the 80+ mile run.  The mountains on the horizon in all directions and the warm
sunshine showed drivers and navigators why this part of Arizona is called “the Valley of the Sun”.

The rallye route also provided a sampling of history, culture, and unique desert environment with stops at five of the area’s most
prominent and historical attractions: the Heard Museum, the Desert Botanical Gardens, the Scottsdale International Auto Museum,
the Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation Taliesin West, and the Musical Instrument Museum.  The end point was the charming garden
setting at the Hermosa Inn, where members were warmly welcomed and tired rallye travelers could get a cool drink.  While the
Rallye was certainly challenging, participants gave great feedback about the route, showing they were impressed with the beauty
and culture of this part of the Southwest.

Congratulations to the winners who received their trophies at the Grand Awards Banquet on Tuesday evening.
1st Place Chuck and Ava Stanford Desert Stars Section
2nd Place Andrew and Marsha Flynn Desert Stars Section
3rd Place Steve and Carol Ross San Diego Section
4th Place Ryan Nichols and Josh Brisbane Desert Stars Section
5th Place Richard and Patricia Tuttle Seattle Section

Desert Stars Section Hosts StarFest 2012

Holiday Party and Toys for Tots Collection!
We are shaking up the annual Holiday Party this year by gathering for a luncheon at  Talking Stick Resort in Scottsdale.  Our

private banquet room sits aside a beautiful patio where we can enjoy the beauty of an Arizona December day.
The lunch menu will consist of soup, a choice of Char Grilled Flat Iron Steak with Smoked Cherry Wood Bacon-Potato Hash,

Braised Greens, and Caramelized Onion Glace, or Pan Seared Salmon with Baked Red Bliss Potatoes, Ratatouille or even a
Vegetarian entrée consisting of Portobello Mushroom Ravioli with Herbed Cream, Sautéed Vegetables!  WOW!!!  Also, desert,
coffee and tea will be served.  Did someone say cash bar?  Yes!  What are the holidays without our spirits!

The cost will be set at a mere $45 per person. (you betcha!) The party will start at 12:00 PM.  The room opens onto the patio, so
bring a light jacket if you think you may get chilly . Heaters will be on hand if we need them so don’t fret!  We thought of it all!
Tables will be set outside to enjoy a cocktail outside and mingle before lunch is served.  Got plans afterward?  We’ll be wrapped
up by 3PM; the complimentary valets will bring your Benz around in style!  Don’t have plans?  Head upstairs after the party and
have some fun in the most glamorous casino in Arizona!  Or gather in the courtyard for a drink or coffee and continue to enjoy the
afternoon with your friends.

Don’t forget the annual Toys for Tots drive.  Please bring an unwrapped toy for the cause!
See the insert in the Newsletter for sign up information or just contact Debbie or Matt!  You can also now pay with a credit card

instead of mailing a check!  Hope to see you at the Talking Stick on the 2nd!
Debbie Ichiyama
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President's Message:
With StarFest 2012 and the long hot days of summer behind

us, it’s time to look forward to the wonderful mild days and cool
nights of fall in the valley.  Dee and I have cleaned the summer
growth out of our garden, leaving some tomatoes, peppers and
herbs to run their course.  Our pomegranate tree is still blooming
for the humming birds and is ripe with fruit.  I think that our club
is also going through the same transition as my garden is, still
blooming with more room to grow and expand.

Later this month, Desert Stars will be debuting its new website
design that will better help members stay in touch and provide

up to the minute information on our  club’s  schedule of  activities.   In  addition to  local
events, the new site will also provide access to regional and national events from all over
the country.   We hope to  make it  an interactive  site  that  will  connect  you  with  other
members,  our  Facebook  page and the  MBCA online  forum so  you will  never  be  left
wondering what’s going on, or how do I sign up for this event!?

I  would also like to welcome all  the many new members that joined the MBCA and
Desert Stars Section.  I encourage our new members to attend our local events and invite
them to an upcoming Star Night and the 2012 Holiday Party on December 2nd.  Both are
great places to get introduced to the club and meet great people.  I hope to see you at an
upcoming event soon.  It’s an exciting time and I’m sure we will all be pleased!

 Bud Cloninger, President
Desert Stars Section

We want to thank Ron and Rhonda Borino for organizing and managing Star Night, a
monthly event designed to be a casual evening of fun, food and conversation.  The
Borino’s have done an excellent job of arranging events at interesting venues throughout
the valley and they have been the perfect hosts, ensuring new and existing members are
welcomed.  Now John and Roberta Phin will take on this challenge, and when things are
so good as to defy improvement, then at least make it different- hence Star Night 2.0, the
next generation.  Previously events were scheduled for the third Thursday of the month.
We will vary this, picking different days to hopefully match your schedules.  And some
events will include activities in addition to dinner.  So you will have to watch for the Star
Dust articles and check your email to keep informed of plans.

New members are encouraged to attend this event.  Attendees are responsible for their
food, drinks and the portion of the gratuity assessed by the establishment.  Due to seating
arrangements events are limited and members must RSVP to John Phin at 480-272-8851.
As always, let us know about your favorite restaurant.  Email your idea to John Phin at
jgphin@cox.net.  Restaurants must be able to accommodate at least 20 people preferably
in a separate space.  We want to continue to enjoy great places all over the valley.

John and Robert Phin

Kevin Bridwell
Heather Dent

Joseph Sparacio
Gerald Tulman

October

Star Night 2.0

Welcome New Members



StarFest 2012 Concours d’Elegance Special Awards
Best of Show: Grant & Judy Beck Seattle Section – 1957 300 SL Roadster
Best of Street: Phillip Morgan Northern New England Stars Section – 1991 560 SEC
Judges Choice: Robert Gunthorp San Diego Section – 1963 190b "Binz" Wagen
People's Choice: Cyril Mischler Desert Stars Section – 1957 300 SL Roadster
Wayne Carini's "Chasing Classic Cars for Autism" award was given to Jim McCarthy, Sierra

Nevada Section, for his “storied” 1954 300 SL "Gullwing”.
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The members of the Tucson Mercedes Benz Club, Chaparral Section, wish to invite the members of the Phoenix Mercedes Benz
Club, Desert Stars Section, to join us for Balloon Fiesta 2013 in Albuquerque, NM.  Balloon Fiesta is an annual gathering of hot air
balloon enthusiasts from around the world.   From a small gathering of 13 balloons in 1972, the Albuquerque International Balloon
Fiesta has grown to become the largest balloon event in the world.

We will  be  arriving  in  Albuquerque on  Friday,  Oct  4   and staying  at  the  Holiday  Inn  Express   in  the  heart  of  Old  Town
Albuquerque, located just minutes from Balloon Fiesta Park.  We will depart on Sunday, Oct 6, 2013.    Weekend plans also
include meeting up with members of the Albuquerque Mercedes Benz club, either for dinner or Sunday brunch.   

I am presently working with the Holiday Inn Express to reserve a block of 10 rooms.  Because this is always an event that sells
out  months in advance, it is crucial that we reserve our rooms NOW to insure the best possible room rates and proximity to the all
the events.

Please RSVP me at your earliest convenience.  We look forward to joining you in Albuquerque for a spectacular weekend of cars
and balloons!

 
Sincerely,

Beverly A. Maddalone
Tucson Mercedes Benz Club

Chaparral Section
520-290-4538

Balloon Fiesta 2013!

StarFest 2012 Driving Activities
Defensive Driving and Autocross brought more than 40 drivers to Firebird International Raceway on Saturday. Driving instructors
opened the day with a discussion of program objectives followed by a slow walk of the track to familiarize participants with the
maneuvers and simulated hazards they would encounter. Skills learned also benefitted drivers in the Autocross where Walt
Anderson had set out one of his best courses ever -- truly a work of art.   A quick transition to this track, and learning resumed with
an immediate increase in track speeds and driver heartbeats. Despite the heat, which tested both cars and drivers, everyone gave
stellar effort to ensure that drivers received full benefit of skills learned at the event.  Many thanks to Bud Cloninger, Dick Sharp,
Walt Anderson, Steve Jones, Mark Ichiyama and Matt Crawford for a safe and educational Saturday at the track.
See separate article on the Teen Driving event that took place in conjunction with StarFest 2012.
On Monday, the track day began early with a thorough grid inspection according to MBCA Track Event Rules before cars were
allowed on the track.  After the drivers meeting, the team worked with military precision to get cars and instructors on the track for
a full day of practice with professional instructors.  Many learned new skills, and lap times steadily decreased throughout the day,
providing some exciting moments as drivers tested the capabilities of their Mercedes – and the skills of other drivers. 
Later that day, cars lined up on the Firebird Raceway drag strip for
Acceleration Runs. The Firebird staff briefed drivers on the timing
equipment operation and how it would track each run. Every driver got two
practice runs and three timed runs.  Many members came out to sit in the
stands and watch the evening’s events under the lights and there was lots
of excitement as cars paired off for their timed runs. Oohs, ahs and cheers
emanated from the stands as the “Christmas Tree” starter lights flashed the
drivers off the starting line and fan favorites showed improving techniques
in reaching their quickest times.  What a great way to spend a cool Arizona
evening!
At Tuesday’s time trails, drivers were given a 20 minute practice session to
warm up before they began running for score.  Everyone got in their hot
laps and time trials were completed in time for all the drivers to get back to
the hotel and prepare for the Final Awards Banquet. At the evening’s
banquet, Driving Team leaders Bud Cloninger, Steve Jones and Walt
Anderson presented awards to the class winners, and National Events
Committee Chair Frank and Mary Alice Cozza presented  the prestigious
MBUSA High Point Driving Award to Terry Kiwala – Chicagoland Section for
his overall performance during the weekend driving and concours events. 

John Hutchinson and Chuck Stanford Jr. 

Desert Stars Section Hosts StarFest 2012
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Changes Among the Stars
We're pleased to announce that we will be re-vamping the The Desert Stars' website in the near future.  It has been discussed

that bringing our website up to speed would allow for a more diverse and open forum for club members to interact.  

We  also  created  a  club  Facebook  page  for  anyone  that  would  like  to  add  us  who  hasn't,  please  find  us  at
https://www.facebook.com/DesertStarsMBCA?fref=ts.   Along  with  these  change  there  has  been  some  discussion  regarding
registration and participation in events.

Please look forward to more information as things develop.  We are excited with the new direction the Club is going and are
very happy with our past and present directors, without their guidance the club would be where it is today.

We now accept credit cards for events!

Joe Esneault

Holiday Party
Sunday, December 2, 2010

Contact Information:

Name(s):      Number Attending:

Address:  
 

City:      State/Prov.:      Zip:  

Email Address:       Phone No.:  

Please indicate the number and choice of either Flat Iron Steak, Salmon or Vegetarian courses

for your meal. Since we need to provide the Talking Stick with final counts, all RSVP's must be received by Nov.

26th.

The cost is $45 per person.  For details and  additional information you can contact Matt or Debbie though email

or phone, Matt Crawford at (480) 704-3456 / crawford560@yahoo.com     or Debbie Ichiyama at (808) 282-5249 /

dichiyama@me.com.  To pay by credit card call Matt Crawford at (305)323-7696 or Debbie Ichiyama at (480)268-
9535.  Make check payable to: MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: Debbie Ichiyama 6502 E. Evans Dr. Scottsdale, AZ
85254

StarFest 2012 Committee
Thanks go out to the Desert Stars Organizing Team Volunteers for all of their hard work and devotion toward making this

spectacular event such a success:
Walt Anderson, Don Burton, Bud Cloninger, Dee Cloninger, Matt Crawford, Rebecca Crawford, Andrew Flynn, James Friesen,

Louis Horwin, John Hutchison, Deborah Ichiyama, Mark Ichiyama, Steve Jones, John Phin, Roberta Phin, Robert Schmelzer,
Richard Sharp, Chuck Stanford, Jr., Peter TeKampe .  And last, but not least, to all the Volunteers from the Desert Stars and all of
the Sections around the country who gave their time to be Registrars, Judges, Runners, Scorers and all of the other roles needed
to make a National MBCA event like this happen.

Sponsors and Advertisers
Special thanks go to our sponsors and advertisers for their support and participation in StarFest 2012:  
Mercedes-Benz USA, Mercedes-Benz Club of America (MBCA), Mercedes-Benz Financial Services, Mercedes-Benz Classic

Center, M.B. Motors Ltd., MBZ Parts, GAHH Automotive, Hagerty Classic Car Insurance, J. C. Taylor Specialty Automotive
Insurance, Chubb Group of Insurance Companies, MBCA-Greater Washington Section, Phoenix Motor Company, Schumacher
European – Mercedes-Benz, MBCA-Kansas City, MercedesRestorationParts.com, Becker Autosound, Casino Arizona and Talking
Stick Resort, Meguiar’s Inc, Road-Ready Certified, Yokohama Tire, and StarTech2013.

StarFest Committee and Sponsors
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StarFest Concours
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Don't miss an issue of the   Star   or   StarDust.  
Keep  your  mailing  address  current  with  MBCA's  Nation  Business  Office.   You  can  change  your  address  online  at

http://www.mbca.org, by phone at (800) 637-2360 or mail your address change to:
MBCA
1907 Lelaray Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80909



StarFest Autocross and Firebird Raceway
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Annual Family Picnic!
This year’s Desert Stars Family Picnic will be held at the McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park, located at the southeast corner of

Scottsdale Road and Indian Bend Road.
We’re planning a great day of food, fun and games for the entire family.  Take a ride on the Paradise and Pacific Railroad and

antique carousel.  Visit the museum, playgrounds, and relax at the park with your fellow club members.
This year’s theme is Cowboys and Cowgirls, so grab your western garb and come on down!  Watch for more details in the

next newsletter.  We hope to see you all at the Family Picnic.

Debbie Ichiyama



Keep  your  address  updated  with
the MBCA National  Business  Office  at

(800) 637-2360, or
HTU  http://mbca.org/mbca/addchange.htm  H
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January is Auction Month in Phoenix!
Make Sure You Don't Miss Out!

Save These Dates:

Holiday Party Sunday, December 2, 2012
Star Night 2.0  Friday, December 14, 2012
Star Night 2.0 "January-Fest"  Sunday, January 27, 2013
Family Picnic  Sunday, March 10, 2013

Visit our section website at
www.DesertStars.org




