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It seemed that GWS events for 2009 were 
going to have a constant companion: Rain!   
Members started the season prepared for it, 
with only one event changing dates. The 
wet spring became a delightful summer as 
Mother Nature shined on everyone for events 
such as autocross and the Eastern Region 
Concours d’Elegance, GWS Picnic and 
Flea Market. Although GWS track events 
continue to attract bouts of precipitation, 
providing for some high performance as 
well as wet weather driving experiences.  
But true to form, members were much too 
busy having fun to notice.

For the Section, 2009 has been one of the 
busiest years, interesting and challenging 
driving and technical events, and wonderful 
social and Concours events. The coming Fall 
promises to be a bit quieter, but with many 

good events showing up on the calendar:

Events such as a car show with wounded 
warriors at Walter Reed on October 10; a 
day in the Pennsylvania Dutch Country, 
driving the back roads and touring the 
Antique Automobile Museum in Hershey 
on October 17; the GWS Annual Meeting 
on October 18; New Members Party on 
December 6; and Holiday Party in January. 
Please keep an eye on the website for updates 
on these Mercedes-Benz Club festivities.

Plans for events in 2010 are already 
underway. Concours, social and driving 
events leading up to the biggest MBCA 
event of the year, Starfest® 2010, set for next 
September 24 - 29. 

Make plans to join your fellow members to 
enjoy all the club has to offer.
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2009’s Wet Weather, No Match for 
GWS-MBCA Members

Peter Novick, Kathryn Dwyer, Gary Policastro  Laurie Harrell, and John 
McWilliams show off their MBCA Five-Year Membership Pins given out by the 

Greater Washington Section at the July Picnic.
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SEPTEMBER
6 AUTOCROSS #1 (rescheduled) Millbrook High, Winchester VA  
 Contact: Joe Wozney 703.437.7866; joewozney@aol.com
13 AUTOCROSS #6 Millbrook High School, Winchester VA  
 Contact: Joe Wozney 703.437.7866; joewozney@aol.com
19  CONCOURS Peachtree Concours d ‘Elegance, Macon GA 
 Contact: Charles Utrias 478.225.6878; utrias@cox.net 
26-27  DRIVING NJ Motor Sports Park, Millville NJ   
 Contact: Joe Wozney 703.437.7866; joewozney@aol.com 

OCTOBER
10  CAR SHOW Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Washington DC  
 Contact: Janet McFarland 703.765-9405; janetmcfarland@ 
 earthlink.net
11  AUTOCROSS #7 Millbrook High School, Winchester VA  
 Contact: Joe Wozney 703.437.7866; joewozney@aol.com
17 SOCIAL-RALLY Antique Automobile Museum, Hershey PA 
 Contact: Larry Taylor 717.627.1423; larryt543@yahoo.com 
18  SOCIAL GWS Annual Meeting, American Service Center,  
 Arlington VA. Contact: Marianne Lumsden 571.225.0169;  
 msener39@hotmail.com

NOVEMBER
1 AUTOCROSS #8 Millbrook High School, Winchester VA 
 Contact: Joe Wozney 703.437.7866; joewozney@aol.com
1  CONCOURS Hilton Head Concours d ‘Elegance, Hilton Head SC 
 Contact: Fred Harris 843.785.7469 mbcarolinas@bellsouth.net
7 MBCA National Board Meetings Kemp Museum St. Louis MO 
 Contact: Greg Magnus 804.915.7379; greg@aimcustom.com
TBA GWS BOARD Contact: Marianne Lumsden 571.225.0169;  
 msener39@hotmail.com

DECEMBER
6  SOCIAL New Members Reception. Everyone welcome.

JANUARY 2010
TBA GWS Holiday Party

SEPTEMBER 2010
24 - 29 Starfest® 2010 - Winchester VA

Calendar of Events
Visit our website for the latest updates and activities, or to register for a GWS event:

 www.GWS-MBCA.org/event.html    -    All dates are subject to change.

The Latest Section Event News Delivered Right to Your Inbox!
Sign up for the GWS-MBCA email blast go to: www.gws-mbca.org to receive advance 

notice of events, changes and reminders of upcoming GWS activities
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From the
President

A Tale of Two Cars
Many people who belong to the MBCA 
already have a Mercedes-Benz, but not 
everyone. A few years ago when I posted 
a comment about the benefits of the club 
on my neighborhood listserve, a neigh-
bor emailed saying her husband was an 
avid classic Mercedes-Benz Fan.  Could 
he join without owning one?
Here was a guy with a real love for the 
early 1960’s fintails, and he became a 
member and soon we sat down to talk 
cars.  From that day on, Craig Gildner 
shared with me his long and interesting 
journey as he searched for just the right 
Heckflosse.
He followed every eBay and Craig’s 
list posting, agonizing over photos of 
rust and oil spots, torn upholstery, and 
stained headliners, sure that possible 
lost treasures were slipping through his 
fingers, fretting over other could-haves, 
attracted by more modern and power-
ful 8-cylinders, and a share of junk yard 
dogs. It was a very eye opening experi-
ence as he both not only learned about 
the brand and the model, but also the 
intimate details about those persons sell-
ing the cars!
As Craig attended GWS events, meet-
ing members who shared his passion, 
his search intensified. Some did try their 
best to re-direct his lust to more family-
friendly vehicles, not the classic model, 
that he was in long pursuit of. He saw 
local cars, poured over pictures of ones 
from all over the USA, each and every 
one carefully researched to find just the 
right match, just the right car, for him 
(and hopefully his family).
GWS member and three-time LaCar-
rea racer, Steve Walters, and I became 
Craig’s wing men, his confidants, often 
the first ones to hear of his latest find. I 
often kidded Craig, that if he was this 
picky in finding a car, I was surprised he 
had found his wife so easily.
Two years go by as he looked at many 
cars. Then, one day, Steve and I get an 
e-mail; the perfect car is on eBay and he 
had already made the bid. No agonizing, 
no hemming and hawing, Craig jumped 
in with both feet! We knew this was the 
“ONE!”

Within a few weeks, a very clean little 
white 200 arrived on a truck from the 
West Coast, bought sight unseen, from 
a seller who had spent the same amount 
of time looking for just the right buyer. 
Craig’s hunt was over!
At about the same time, a couple of us 
who shake rattle and roll here at GWS, 
came across one of the ultimate M-B 
cult cars, a 1986 190 2.3-16 valve, look-
ing proud but quite forlorn and most 
unloved. GWS Vice-President John He-
flin, sort of half jokingly, said “a couple 
of us should go in on it.” Three of us 
immediately looked at each other, like 
kids in a candy store, and said, “It would 
be a fun project car.” So within a few 
hours some coins changed hands and 
your Concours Chair, Ray Lombardo; 
Membership Co-Chair, Henry Har-
rell; Vice-President, John Heflin; and 
I became co-owners of one black 1986 
2.3-16 valve.
We looked at this as more of a Mer-
cedes-Benz rescue than an automotive 
purchase. A car with an iconic history 
such as the 16-valve deserves to have a 
loving home, and owners who appreci-
ate it. A limited number of these little 
“Banker’s Hot Rods” as they were called, 
in the day, were imported to the US and 
have become legendary in the Mercedes-
Benz Club.
With images of our MBCA predecessors 
driving these cars at events like StarFest®, 
Tri-O-Rama, and Gemutlichkeit, floated 
through our heads. No wonder this little   
sedan had immediately taken our hearts. 
Even today, these 23-year-old cars are 
known to clean off an event’s awards 
table with ease.
One guy searches and researches for 
years for that special car, while four club 
crazies, with no interest in acquiring a 
car, purchase one with barely a second 
thought. Except that it would be a fun 
project to work on.
No doubt you will seeing and hearing 
about both of these Mercedes-Benzes in 
the year to come as we prepare them for 
StarFest® 2010. Craig with his clean 200, 
and the four of us, with a very well-loved 
16-valve.

Bill Hopper
wwhrestoration@att.net
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New Members  -  Please welcome our newest GWS members to the Club.

Sunir Ghosal
Laurel, MD

Gordon W. Brown
Fort Washington, MD

Samuel L. Smalls
Upper Marlboro, MD

Bill Bertrand
Germantown, MD

Dennis Denio
Silver Spring, MD

Luis Gomez
Silver Spring, MD

Lisette Bethea-Scott
Silver Spring, MD

Diane Barbara Harris
Glen Burnie, MD

Ryan Miller
Lutherville, MD

Theo Harris
Baltimore, MD

William A. O’Brien
Falls Church, VA

Jan Clark
Great Falls, VA

C. Lockhart Nimick
Great Falls, VA

James Andrew Paige
Lorton, VA

Paul J. Wogaman
McLean, VA

Robert Buck
McLean, VA

Gina Savini
Alexandria, VA

Christina Ferki
Richboro, PA

Linda Joy Wilson
Washington, DC

Willis Bradwell
Washington, DC

Gerald L. Butts
Paeonian Springs, VA

Walt Grudzinskas
Waldorf, MD

David Serianne
Lexington Park, MD

Otis E. Thomas
Bowie, MD

Johnnie F. Pearson, Jr.
Fort Washington, MD

Anita A. Kurgan
Oxon Hill, MD

Charles F. Bahn
Chevy Chase, MD

John LaRose
Darnestown, MD

Michael S. Febrey
Darnestown, MD

Louis E. Henneke
Edgewater, MD

Gary Hopson
Odenton, MD

Tyra S. Walker
Randallstown, MD

Joseph Gjolaj
Baltimore, MD

Richard M. Brigstocke
Towson, MD

Bill Johnston
McLean, VA

Brian Scanlon
Vienna, VA

Frank John Rooney
Arlington, VA

Siduri Douglas
Arlington, VA

Stefanie Christina Stauffer
Arlington, VA

Edwin Feulner
Alexandria, VA

Brian Rafferty
Virginia Beach, VA

Steven Welty
Reston, VA

Bruce Darconte
Washington, DC

Kiyoshi Nakasaka
Chevy Chase, MD

Glendon B. Williams
Rockville, MD

Chuck Carmichael
Edgewater, MD

Brian Radwanski
Severna Park, MD

Thomas A. Wood
Baltimore, MD

Bruce Johnson
Towson, MD

Robert J. Lancelotta
Ocean City, MD

Stephen D. Beeler
Springfield, VA

James Earl Bright
Arlington, VA

Henry & Laurie Harrell
GWS Membership Chairs

 h_harrell@mac.com

New Members - Please Welcome our newest GWS members to the club

Automotive Metal Performance, Inc.

Contact Andy Paza (301) 223-5017

Williamsport, MD

• Full Sheet Metal Fabrication
Modification and Reconstruction

• Top Quality Coach Refinishing Top to
Bottom, Inside and Out

• Interior, Electrical and Hydraulic Work
and Minor Mechanical Services

• Suspension and Safety Upgrades
and Modifications

Quality and authenticity
since 1980

Specializing in 113 and 107 Chassis

www.amprestorations.net
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Upcoming MBCA Events

MBCA Peachtree 
Section           

2009 Concours 
d’Elegance

For the benefit of the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation

September 19, 2009
Mercedes Benz of Macon                

4781 Riverside Drive, Macon GA
Open to all Mercedes Benz owners, this 
Concours d’Elegance will provide an 
opportunity to show off your own, or 
admire other outstanding examples of the 
Mercedes Benz automobile, as well as an 
excellent opportunity to meet the other 
members and their families.
Separate “Classes” for SL’s, Coupes, 
Cabriolets, Sedans, Wagons, and combined 
Classes for ML/GL/R/Gelandewagons.
Subclasses include current, recent, classic, 
and vintage, with awards for first, second, 
and third place. As well as a sub-grouping 
for gasoline and diesel vehicles.
Only pre-registered vehicles will be allowed 
to participate in the judged events.
This event will be broken down into 
categories of: 

Preservation: the MBCA Silver Star •	
Preservation Certification process 
recognizing over 25-year-old vehicles 
driven for pleasure.
In-Process Restoration: A self-defined •	
category that allows you to show us 
your progress.
Concours/Restored: Restored and/or •	
carefully driven examples of the various 
MB Vehicles.
Street/Driver: Judged to an •	
MBCA modified standard 
“Driver” criteria with no 
subclasses.
Do-Not-Judge: Awards will •	
be made for the highest 
mileage, the longest personal 
ownership, the longest 
family ownership, and the 
most miles driven to the 
event.

A Best-In-Show award will 
be presented to the Concours 
entrant with the highest judged 
points.

Vehicles will be displayed “Pebble Beach 
Style” on a grassy knoll providing a non-
confined display area. A vehicle clean-up 
area will be set up by the dealer on Saturday 
morning.  Limited overnight storage space 
will be provided for collector vehicles. A 
designated trailer parking area has been 
reserved. Pass the word! Get those trailer 
queens out here to participate!
All pre-registered participants will receive 
a participation commemorative, and a 
registration “goody bag” for registering a 
Mercedes-Benz vehicle in any category. Every 
entrant will receive a free, professionally 
taken 8 X 10 picture of their vehicle at a 
staged area upon entering the field. You will 
also have the opportunity to purchase items 
containing your vehicle’s picture.
Across from the Concours site is the newly 
opened Shoppes at River Crossing with 
outstanding shopping, restaurants, and 
activities. Regular shuttle transportation 
will be provided.
A block of rooms at a “TRIAD” of Marriott 
Properties has been reserved. Group rate 
cutoff is September 1, 2009. Reservations 
are to be made directly with the property of 
your choice.
Anyone wanting to volunteer to help  with 
the event will be welcomed, especially 
judging.
Entrance Fee is $30 per vehicle. For more 
information, contact Charles Utrias, 
478.225.6878 utrias@cox.net.

The MBCA Peachtree Section
www.mbcapeachtree.org 

2009             
Hilton Head Island       

Concours 
d’Elegance 

Sunday, November 1, 2009               
Hilton Head Island, SC
Mercedes-Benz is the                           

2009 HONORED Marque
A CALL to MERCEDES-BENZ Owners: 
This is OUR Year!! Do you have a pre-1980 
Concours or near-Concours Mercedes-
Benz?  This is the YEAR to ‘Share it’ with 
the world. Especially needed are examples 
of 1950s and 1960s Mercedes-Benzs. As 
the HONORED Marque, all Mercedes-
Benz owners please step up and help put 
the M-B Marque ‘over the top’ in 2009.

INFO & REGISTRATION:
www.hhiconcours.com

PHONE: 843.785.SHOW (7469)       
FAX: 843.686.6802

Hilton Head Island Concours                  
#1 Cardinal Place ~ Suite #17                
Hilton Head Island, SC 29926

Fred Harris - Events Chairperson 
Carolinas Section MBCA

Events OFFICE:  830 St. Cloud Drive, 
Statesville, NC 28625 704. 871.1669 

mbcacarolinas@bellsouth.net

 Online Mercedes-Benz aficionados gather in person for a local area get-together (GTG)
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GWS-MBCA 
Annual Meeting 
Sunday, October 18, 1 pm
American Service 

Center Mercedes-Benz
585 North Glebe Road  

Arlington VA
The Greater Washington Section is 
celebrating Fifty one Years of serving 
Mercedes-Benz enthusiasts in the 
Washington and Baltimore Region. Come 
meet other GWS members and enjoy the 
hospitality of American Service Center 
Mercede-Benz in Arlington VA
The Annual Meeting is where you, the 
member, get to hear about the Section’s 
plans and programs, such as Starfest® 2010; 
talk to GWS leadership; vote on the 2010 
budget; as well as volunteer for something 
you are interested in working on.
GWS awards pins to members celebrating 
5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 20, 25, 40, 45 or 50 years 
of membership. Come join us as we would 
love to award you a pin to commemorate 
your  continued membership in the 
Mercedes-Benz Club of America.
As always, this is the perfect chance to take 
a tour of American Service Center’s facility 
and learn more about this supporting 
dealership, not to mention see what is new 
and interesting on the lot.
For more information contact: Marianne 
Lumsden 571.225.0169, msener@hotmail.
com

Walter Reed 
Car Show            

Honoring Our 
Wounded Warriors

Saturday, October 10, 2009           
10 am – 2 pm

A new date has been set for the Wounded 
Warriors’ Car Show at Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center in Northwest Washington 
DC. If you are interested in spending a 
rewarding day giving back to the men and 
women who have sacrificed so much to 
preserve our freedoms, then this is a must 
event!
The number of cars will be limited and 
the event will not be exclusively Mercedes 
Benzes. Emphasis will be placed on finding 
cars that are of interest to our wounded 
warriors, from the track cars to the Model 
T.  This is not a concours event. Although, 
we will have a couple special awards like 
Wounded Warrior’s Choice. Please note: 
attendees will want to touch your car as 
part of the event. If this is a concern, this 
may not be the show for you. 
You do not need to show a car to participate 
in this event, just a willingness to help out, 
cheerful and friendly. To put this show on 
we will need people to assist before, during,  
and after the event. Such as helping with 
refreshments, car placement, assembling 
and handing out goody bags, greeting our 
wounded warriors, and more. You do not 
need to stay for the entire event to help 
out. Morning and afternoon groups will be 
arranged. There is no way to predict how 

       in June.  Donna and Kevin Michaels, Siduri Douglass, Tom Mewborn, Chad and Raquel Wenger,
       Robert Curtis, Paul Wogaman, John Heflin 

GWS Events Coming Up

Antique              
Automobile Museum 

Tour and Rally
Saturday, October 17, 2009

Hershey PA
The Keystone Section is hosting a tour of the 
Antique Automobile Museum and a rally 
around Hershey PA. The day starts with a 
rally that showcases all of the attractions 
that make Hershey a favorite family travel 
destination. A tour of the AACA Museum 
will be held in the afternoon. The Museum’s 
highly detailed dioramas present carefully 
restored vintage vehicles in elaborate scenes 
that bring the history of the automobile 
to life. A dinner will conclude the event. 
Cost: TBD, register by October 10. GWS 
members are encouraged to participate.
For more information contact: Larry Taylor; 
717. 627.1423, larryt543@yahoo.com

many wounded warriors will attend, but it 
is reasonable to plan for a couple of hundred 
if it is a nice day.
We are planning to hand out goodie bags 
to all the wounded warriors who attend. If 
you have any contacts that might be willing 
to donate door prizes and/or items for the  
bags, please contact Janet McFarland. Also 
,if you have old car magazines that you do 
not save, we will be collecting them to be 
distributed at the Mologne House and the 
hospital. It promises to be a great time!
For more information or up-dates on 
the event contact Janet McFarland, 
703.765.9405; janetmcfarland@earthlink.net 
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OK, so you need a new tires and now you want to know the 
best way to find out the information. It’s not just about the 
price of the tire, but about the quality, durability and getting 
the right tires for the way you drive. Like shoes, a good fit will 
be your best buy in the long run.

The first thing you have to figure out is what type of driving 
you do and how the tires are going to be used? Such basic 
information as: How many miles do you drive each year? 
Are you on the highway or city streets? Do you need special 
handling or traction capabilities? Is durability a concern? Or 
does your model of car require special tires?

With this kind of information in mind, one of the best sources 
of tire information is the internet. While the online dealers 
have lots of information on their web sites, I would recommend 
that you go directly to the manufacturer. They are the ones 
who engineered, tested and manufactured the tires to begin 
with. The manufacturer’s web sights are filled with just a ton of 
information on anything you want to know about their tires. 
Some even have a calculator that will help you pick the right tire 
by car and driving style. If you are still unsure, call their toll free 
number and talk to a tire specialist one on one.

Don’t be afraid to call or stop in and talk to your local tire 
dealers to ask them questions. Local suppliers (hint, hint, we 
have several that are club sponsors) are a great source for real- 
life information. They know the local roads, and how others 
have responded to the tires they sell. While there, take the time 
to look around and see their operation, is the equipment up to 
date, are their installers knowledgeable and experienced.

Don’t forget the BEST source of information on anything to do 
with your Mercedes Benz, is from your fellow club members. 
They are a wealth of information, and have lots of direct 
experience. Your fellow MBCA members will tell you flat out 
what companies have provided them with good service and 
products and the ones who have not.

Now that you have decide what tires you want the next 
question is: Where do I get them? While the online tire dealers 
appear to have good prices, by the time you add on shipping 
and mounting costs, are they any better than  a local dealer?

That question got my curiosity up, I stopped into a well 
respected tire dealer here in Winchester and asked the manager 
just that very question. While his company is listed as a 
recommended installer for several online tire sellers, the kicker 
is, he does not stand behind the tires they sell you, just the 
installation he does for you. If there is a problem with the tires 
you have to deal with online tire seller. Which may mean your 
having to pay to have the tires demounted and returned. So you 
end up dealing with several entities instead of just one, with you 
stuck in the middle.

As for the local installation shop, the online companies list them 
as an installer because they signed up, not because the shop 
passed an inspection or was “checked out” by the online seller. 
The most interesting thing that came out of our conversation 
was that the local shops can usually match, or come very close 
to the online prices for the same tires. And by buying your 
tires and having them installed locally, you get full service. 
And myself, I would rather see that money staying in the local 
economy, not to mention have a one stop point of contact if I 
have any problems.

That should give you something to start with, Safe Driving!

 A Primer on Tires       Steve Spector

A Road for Mercedes-Benz 
Enthusiasts!

Germany’s latest official tourist road, Bertha Benz Memorial Route, 
is now open. Every passionate automobile lover can follow the 194 
km of the route that Bertha Benz, the wife of Dr. Carl Benz, the 
inventor of the automobile, drove in 1888 on the first long-distance 
trip by automobile in the history of mankind.
Along the route, you can find highlights such as romantic Heidelberg, 
the northern Black Forest, and Hockenheimring.

Frauke Meyer, (Chairwoman), Bertha Benz Memorial Route e.V. 
Bertha Benz Memorial Club e.V Friedlandstrasse 9 D-69221                                                              

Dossenheim (Heidelberg) Germany
Tel. 0049-6221-874357 Fax 0049-6221-874358                                              

info@bertha-benz.com
www.bertha-benz.com Ray Schlicht’s 280SL at the ASC Tech Session - Photo by Steve Spector
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There comes a time in every car owner’s 
life when a look under the hood is 
required. On Saturday, July 11 at 
American Service Center (ASC), the 
GWS club gave novices, as well as DIY 
(Do-It Yourself) pros, a chance to do 
just that and so much more.
Special thanks to ASC and its 
knowledgeable team of techs and 
specialists, GWS club members from 
throughout the mid-Atlantic region 
spent a day using ASC’s facilities to work 
on their cars. They worked assured that if 
they got in over their head, a friendly ASC 
tech would offer a helping hand.
Mercedes-Benz’s of all kinds were found 
at the event, 300e, 300TDTs, SD, SL 
SLK and more, including a Porsche  or 
two. While the ASC parts department 
was open and used by all, the Porsche 
folks only wished their dealership were 
half as nice as ASC. Regardless, they 
were able to get their car tech inspected 
for upcoming high performance driving 
events, as well as change some fluids. 
With a hearty lunch and a cool drink 
graciously provided by ASC, folks were 

busy wrenching the day away as if they 
were pros. Changing fluids, installing 
new headlights, replacing window 
switches and fixing regulators were just a 
small sample of the type of work that was 
completed on some of the 50 plus cars 
that participated. Impromptu discussions  
about the future of hybrids and diesels, as 
well as how to improve ones mileage, were 
held over hoods and trunks. Regardless, it 
was a day of learning.
The GWS club offers members a host 
of events throughout the year. Whether 
you like the driving events or prefer 
the concurs events; the DIY events are 
beneficial to all groups. At a cost of only 
$20 for several hours of lift time, this is 
one benefit of being a member of the 
GWS-MBCA that has a dramatic return 
on its investment, both in experience and 
knowledge, as well as friendship.
   -  Ben Weber

Editors Note: Mr. Weber’s tuning work was 
reviewed later that same afternoon by Virginia’s 
finest! Proving that red cars do appear to go 
faster.

GWS Summer DIY at American Service Center

Top: Lifts up - Photo by Steve Spector
Bottom: Ben Weber with his Ticket ME Red 300E 
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Autocross #2 - May 24
For the first Autocross of the season, the 
day started out with a surprise – instead of 
the Mike Wirt-designed “Imaginary String” 
course, we had a Joe Wozney special named 
“Rorschach’s Revenge.” 
In the Mercedes-Benz group, Denise Dersin 
drove the 1986 190E 2.3-16 she shares with 
Ted Joseph to a time of 48.077. That was 
enough to take the overall Ladies Fastest 
Time of Day and edge Bill Stewart out 
of first place in the 16 valve class. Paul T. 
Vandenberg, (the younger of our two Paul 
V’s), drove his father’s car to third place, 
just ahead of Ted Joseph. In the six-cylinder 
class, Ben Weber ran a very quick 47.906 
to edge out last year’s champ, Jim Smith. 
In the V8 class, John Heflin ran a 49.063 
to eke out a win over Henry Harrell. Bill 
Repass, back after a long absence, ran third. 
Henry’s better half, Laurie, finished fourth, 
and newcomer JD Harriman finished 
fifth. Chris Mazzola was back and beat out 
regular Steve Spector for first place in the 
SLK class. Richie Crim, who sold his cone-
killing Yellow Pontiac GTO, was back with 
a 2006 C55 AMG and ran a 46.473 to take 
MB Fastest Time of Day and first place in 
the AMG class. Jim Glenn, last year’s AMG 
champ, finished second; Rachelle Carter-
Crim, Richie’s Pit Crew Chief, improved 
with each of her runs and finished third.
In the “Other Marques” group, Marty 
Gallagher captured Fastest Time of Day and 
first place with a stunning 44.716 second 
run. GWS regular Harry Newman drove 
his 1993 Subaru SVX to a second place 
finish. Newcomer Andrew Thomas finished 
third in his highly modified 2000 Hyundai 
Accent, while Vincent Sorrento finished a 
solid fourth. Rounding out the top nine 
were Pete Gochman, Barrie Gochman, 
Steve Gray, Michael Kallam. Tom Burke 
came very close. In a perfect illustration 
of how the SCCA PAX index can level the 
field, first time auto crosser Ron Hougham 
ran the sixth fastest time of day, but ended 
up well down in the standings because of a 
non-airbag aftermarket steering wheel that 
put him in BSP. Were it not for the steering 
wheel, Ron would have edged out Barrie 
for sixth place. Sarah Lewis, back with a  
2006 Mini Cooper S, took Other Marque 
Ladies Fastest Time of Day.

Autocross #3 - June 21
A devilishly convoluted Mike Wirt-designed 
course left participants speculating as to 
how many off-course runs there would be. 
As it turns out, the course wasn’t that hard 
to learn and was fun to drive.
In the MB group, Debbie Hirtes and her 
1967 230SL and Hans O’Malley in his 

1972 300SEL 4.5 were back autocrossing. 
Bill Stewart took first in the 16 valve class, 
with Paul T. Vandenberg (carrying son 
Ben and nephew Dylan) in second, with 
Grandpa, Paul D. Vandenberg, a distant 
third. Brian Layer ran unopposed in the 
diesel class. In the six-cylinder class it was 
Ben Weber taking the win over Bill Hopper. 
In the V8 class, John Heflin squeaked out a 
narrow 0.3 second win over Henry Harrell, 
with Laurie in third, but taking Ladies 
FTD. Chris Mazzola and Steve Spector 
battled it out again in the SLK class. Jim 
Glenn ran unopposed in the AMG class.
In the “Other Marques” group, Patti 
Woodworth was back in her 2002 Mustang 
GT to take the win in the Ladies group and 
garner Other Marque Ladies FTD. Once 
again, Marty Gallagher took first place 

with an index time of 49.284 – not that 
he needed much help, but that F-Stock 
index doesn’t hurt. Mike Wirt took FTD 
in his 2007 Porsche Cayman with a very 
quick run of 58.940 seconds, which was 
also good for second place with an index 
time of 49.686. Brad Blase took third in his 
2000 Porsche Boxster S, with Mike Kallam, 
Mike Kallam Jr., Barrie Gochman, Woody 
Woodworth, Harry Newman, and David 
Goldman finishing fourth through ninth 
respectively.

Autocross #4 - July 12
A good crowd, a challenging (Mike Wirt-
designed) course, and a clear day – a perfect 
combination for the fourth autocross of the 
2009 season. Lots of regulars, and a few 
new faces made for a good event.
In the Mercedes-Benz group, Debbie Hirtes 
and Hans O’Malley ran their vintage MBs! 
Because the Vandenberg’s 190 2.3-16 
was laid up, the 16 valve group consisted 
of Denise Dersin, Ted Joseph, and Bill 
Stewart. As usual, Denise took first with an 
excellent run of 52.064 seconds – that gave 
her Ladies Fastest Time of the Day. Bill 
Stewart ran a 52.600 to edge Ted Joseph 
by twelve hundredths of a second. In the 
six-cylinder class, Ben Weber showed that 
his 1988 300E five-speed is a real threat by 
beating Jim Smith. In the V8 class, John 
Heflin showed that his 1983 500SEC is as 
fast as it is loud. He racked up another win. 
Henry Harrell finished second and Laurie 
Harrell third. Chris Mazzola and Steve 
Spector battled it out again in the SLK class, 
with Chris taking the win. Richie Crim was 
back with his 2006 C55 AMG, and showed 
that he was serious with a run of 49.778 
seconds, for Mercedes-Benz Fastest Time of 
the Day, and third fastest overall.
In the “Other Marques” group, Patti 
Cornell drove her 2002 Mustang GT to 
a strong 54” run to take Other Marque 
Ladies Fastest Time of the Day and first 
place in the ladies group. Sarah Lewis, who 
is doing quite well in her new Mini Cooper 
S, finished second. Once again Marty 
Gallagher took first place with an index 
time of 41.927. Mike Wirt took second 
with an index time of 41.954. Brad Blase 
took third, and Pete Gochman, back after 
an absence, took Fastest Time of the Day 
with a blistering 49.513. Howard Leikin 
was back and drove his 2005 Corvette to 
a solid fifth place. Newcomer Todd Draper 
drove his 2006 Honda S2000 to a sixth 
place finish, Matt Yip out for the first time 
in – too long – finished seventh in his 1989 
VW GTi 16V.

Pylon Alley & Driving Events

Autocross Schedule, 2009 
Millbrook High School, Winchester VA

This is a great event for all drivers to 
practice their driving skills.
Autocross is a timed, slow-to-
moderate-speed driving event through 
a series of cones (pylons), usually held 
in a parking lot, teaching good car 
control. It will also show you your and 
your cars limits.

Event Starts at 9 am
All drivers should be registered and 
teched by 8:30 a.m.This is an all day 
events.

    # 1 (rescheduled to) - September 6 
      #6 - September 13
       #7 - October 11
       #8- November 1

 Novices Welcome!
        Registration:
 www.gws-mbca.org

Or contact Joe Wozney at 
703.437.7866 or joewozney@aol.

com. GWS Members $25 per event 
or $150 for the series.
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Defensive Driving School 
May 31 

A really good session – that’s how GWS 
Driving Events Chairman Joe Wozney 
characterized the day. A great group 
of students with their parents kept the 
instructors busy. Upon completion of 
the Defensive Driving Class, students 
and instructors were given the option of 
participating in an afternoon autocross.
Mike Wirt laid out an autocross course 
that was specifically designed to reinforce 
the skills students worked on during the 
morning class. While the design may have 
looked daunting to the many first-time 
auotcrossers, everyone figured it out. By the 
end of the day we saw a real gain in both 
confidence and skill among the students.
While we don’t award points for this event, 
we do award Fastest Time of Day. Mike 
Wirt ran the course in an untouchable 
42.592 seconds. Laurie Harrell, a regular 
autocrosser ran the course in 47.624 seconds 
to take Ladies Fastest Time of Day.
Monday at Summit Point      

April 20, 2009
The first of four driving events was held on a 
gray rainy Monday in April at Summit Point, 
WV. Albeit a bit wet, several optimists took 
a chance to learn how to control their car at 
high speed under difficult conditions. 
The day provided a perfect opportunity for 
drivers to learn the wet line around Summit 
Point’s 2.1 mile main circuit. From the 
effort to find a (relatively) water-free place to 
unpack, change tires, and prepare for tech, 
to the difficulty of applying tech stickers 
and car numbers to rain-covered windows, 
all participants pitched in to make sure the 
classroom session started on time. Chief 
Instructor Tom Newman, got things off to 
a good start with a clear presentation on 
procedures, track behavior, flags, and the 
rules of the event. 
Despite the weather, you could see from the 
happy faces that this was a successful event. 
A tip of the GWS hat to the instructors who 
took on the challenge of teaching students 
how to go fast safely in the rain.

Summit Point                 
July 25-26, 2009 

July’s Summit Point event was on the 2.2 
miles Shenandoah circuit at Summit Point. 
Drivers faced a challenging technical course 
and were schooled in the finer points of the 
track during their classroom sessions over 
the two day event.
All in all, day one was a great day for 
everyone there. Well, almost everyone. The 
fan blade on John Heflin’s 500SEC 

broke and somehow got into the radiator 
and Jim Smith had some bad luck as the 
power steering pump on his 1992 190E 2.6 
started leaking heavily forcing him to retire 
early.
Saturday evening, several drivers enjoyed a 
good time at the Union Jack on Winchester’s 
walking mall. Henry and Laurie Harrell got 
a little (OK, ALOT) wet as the rain started 
back up while they were walking to the 
pub. The rain had stopped by the time the 
group was ready to head back to the hotel 
for some sleep.
Wet and rainy – that’s what greeted the 
drivers on Sunday morning. But that 
didn’t stop John Heflin who had gone to 
his favorite haunt the night before to get 
a replacement radiator and fan. He was 
hard at work when people started showing 
up for Sunday’s sessions. Remarkably, John 
had his car back on the track in time for his 
first Sunday session – guess it helps that he’s 
a Mercedes-Benz of Germantown tech, and 
knows how to fix things. As it turned out, 
the track dried rapidly due to some sun and 
a nice breeze.  
This was another great event helped by the 
whole group of volunteers and instructors, 
as well as the Summit Point track crew who 
made this a safe and successful event.

Marque Madness at VIR      
June 11-12, 2009

The DC-area GWS participants met in 
Gainsville to convoy down to VIR. With a 
little delay, everyone except GWS VP John 
Heflin (or as he is now known as wrong 
turn John) finally arrived at the rally point, 
and we set off. 
VIR is one of the nicest, best maintained 
road courses in the US, and the chance 
to drive the full 3.27 mile course is an 
opportunity not to be missed. With about 
100 drivers (including instructors) broken 
into five run groups, the track was never 
crowded and there was lots of time to focus 
on learning the course and honing skills. 
The two day event starting with grid 
tech followed by classroom sessions on 
how to drive the seventeen turns on the 
track. The unique opportunity that all the 
GWS driving education events offer is the 
combination of class and track time. On 
day two, the classroom instructor went 
back over the track layout and answering 
questions on problems with specific turns 
on the course. With the classroom sessions 
complete, improved performance showed 
that students had not wasted their time.

Pylon Alley Cont...

Top: Steve Spector, John Heflin, Henry Harrel, and Ben Weber goofing around 
while waiting for their runs on the track, July 26, 2009.
Bottom: Out on the track, John Heflin in hot pursuit of Ben Weber, Paul 
Vandenberg and Henry Harrell. But where’s Steve Spector? Was he left in the dust 
or are these guys eating his dust?  You decide!   - Photos: Janet McFarland
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As an added treat, Marque Madness 
got to see a new Mercedes-Benz race car 
undergoing development tests. TRG 
Motorsports (www.theracersgroup.
com) was out with a new car based on a 
Mercedes-McLaren SLR. While not yet 
fully developed, the TRG team did manage 
to turn in a few laps in the low 1:50/high 
1:40 range – not bad, but as one team 
member remarked, not good enough.
At the end of the two days, it was clear 
everyone had a great time and were eager 
to repeat the VIR experience. Kudos to 
GWS’s Joe Wozney, NCCBMWCCA’s 
Rafael Garces, and the rest of the volunteers 
whose hard work made Marque Madness 
IV a great event.

High Performance 
Driver’s Education
September 26-27, 2008               

New Jersey Motorsports Park
If you missed the fun at Summit and VIR 
earlier this summer, be sure to mark your 
calendar for September 26 and 27. The 
GWS Section will hold the final driving 
school at New Jersey Motorsports Park. All 
marques are welcome at this GWS event! 
Registration is now open. No special skills 
and/or equipment is required, just a desire 
to drive and enjoy your car. NJ Motor 
Sports Park’ is the region’s newest venue.  

If you are a novice with no previous 
track or performance driving experience, 
no problem! Trained instructors will be 
on hand to teach you about handling, 
turning, braking, apexes, track-out 
points, and more. And, no one, absolutely 
no one, will force you to drive any faster 
than your comfort zone permits.
Don’t want to drive the new Benz? Or 
the old one? You can drive any car you 
wish, as long as it has $100,000 liability 
coverage and passes a mandatory tech 
inspection. Convertibles require a roll 
bar or a hard top. All cars must be 
inspected before the event by a licensed 
mechanic, and you must bring the signed 
or stamped safety inspection sheet to the 
event!
The registration form, tech inspection 
sheet, and latest information are available 
for download on the www.GWS-MBCA.
org website. Contact Joe Wozney if you 
have any questions, 703.437.7866.

Pylon Alley Cont...

The First international SLK Meet              
September 25-27 in Las Vegas!

Three days of SLK fun! Three Days of SLK passion!
Poker Run

Ladies events
SLK tech sessions

Social Events/Shows
Fabulous Prizes/Giveaways

Register with SLKWorld.com / vegasretreat@slkworld.com
We’ve secured a special SLKWorld rate at the Venetian! 

Call 888-283-6423 and provide Group Code: RSLKW

2009 MBCA Eastern Region 
Concours d’Elegance Results
Newby Estate, North Potomac MD

Hank Harris Award
1967 250 SL - Ray Schlicht

Judges Choice
1989 560 SL - Fred Perry

People’s Choice
1966 230 SL - Mike Hughes

Classic Sedans
First Place

1967 250 SE - Keith Morgan
Second Place

1973 280 SEL 4.5 - Darrell Williams
Third Place

1961 220 Seb - Preston Birckner
Sedans

First Place
1991 350 SD - Greg Harrison

Second Place
1985 380 SE - John McWilliams

Third Place
1993 600 SEL - John Beschenbossel

Sport Sedans
First Place

1988 190 E - Ellen Ruck
Second Place

2009 C300 - Juan Carlos Escade
Classic SLs

First Place
1955 300 SL - Ralph Monaker &                 

.          David Olimpi
Second Place

1985 280 SL - Gary Policastro
Third Place

1965 230 SL - Jim Senft
New SLs
First Place

2000 SL 500 - Kathryn Dwyer
Second Place

200 SL 500 - Lou Palombella
Third Place

1990 500 SL - Peter Novick
Convertibles

First Place
2003 CLK 430 AMG - Peter Newton

Second Place
2006 CLK55 AMG - John LaRose

Coupes
First Place

1966 250 SE - Larry Ledbetter
Second Place

1991 560 SEC - Burt Zwibel
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GWS-MBCA Concours Report
Spring Detailing School    

at Detail Authority                      
April 25, 2009

Randy Coffey, founder and owner of 
Detail Authority, hosted a group of GWS 
members at the Herndon, VA facility. 
While the Detail Authority crew washed 
a member’s car, the GWS group got an 
in-depth explanation of the detailing 
process, which starts with a good rinse 
using a pressure washer and then a top 
to bottom wash. Wheels and tires were 
washed separately using an (acid-based) 
wheel cleaner. After the rinse and first 
wash, the crew uses body solvent to clean 
any tar or bugs. The car was then washed 
again and thoroughly rinsed. To dry the 
car, artificial chamois were used because 
they don’t leave an oily film or small bits 
of leather along with compressed air.
With the wash and dry complete, it 
was on to the next step, an interactive 
demonstration on the different products 
and procedures used to clean painted 
surfaces and prepare them for a finish 
coat of wax or sealer. Randy used a 
damaged hood that was covered with 
dust and other surface contaminants to 
demonstrate. 
In response to questions on the difference 
between wax and sealer, Randy explained 
that both bond and protect the paint but 
that wax, as a natural product, is easier 
to work with while sealant requires more 
work, but can protect paint longer.
The last demonstration of the day was 
an interactive demonstration of paintless 
dent removal. Using the demonstration 
hood, Randy broke out his paintless dent 
removal tools to show how to remove 
a dent the relatively painless way. This 
involves using a fluorescent light with 
a stripe on it to illuminate the dent, 
then carefully applying pressure to the 
underside of the dent while watching 
the area to make sure the dent is out. 
Members of the group were invited to try 
their hand at taking out other dents, and 
one or two gave it a try (and learned that 
it’s not as easy as Randy made it look).
All in all, it was a good session, and those 
who attended walked away with some 
useful tips on how to keep their cars 
looking like new.  – Paul Vandenburg

MJP Auto’s School 
EuroMotorcars, Germantown                   

June 20, 2009
On June 20th, Euromotorcars 
Germantown was gracious to host our 
second detailing program for 2009, 
instructed by Myron Pierce, owner of 
MJP Auto Detailing. About 30 GWS 

members came out to learn various 
tricks of the trade, and witness Myron 
turn GWS President Bill Hopper’s 
hard-working but still handsome daily 
driver into a concours contender. Myron 
had plenty to demonstrate on Bill’s 

car, because while Bill is out serving 
his fellow GWS members, he does not 
have a great deal of additional time to 
dote over his loyal steed. But by the 
end of the afternoon, Myron and those 
GWS members who wanted “hands-on” 
experience had Bill’s car looking quite 
respectable and, more importantly, had 
learned a number of things that they were 
anxious to apply to their own vehicles.
  -   Raymond A. Lombardo

MBCA Eastern Region                   
Concours d’Elegance,           

Flea Market and Picnic
July 19, 2009

Primed with detailing techniques and 
anxious to show off their cars, GWS 
members arrived in force for our annual 
picnic at the home of Steve and Barbara 
Newby. Besides the large number of 
cars, and the terrific food, new this year, 
the picnic featured live music and a flea 
market. Concours competition was fierce 
given the number of quality entrants. 
While SLs are always well represented at 
our concours, SL enthusiasts were in for a 
special treat: a stunning 300SL gull wing 
and 300SL Roadster, as well as a number 

of beautiful “pagoda-style” SLs. In the 
classic SL category, the 1955 300SL gull 
wing of Ralph Monaker took first place. 
Gary Policastro continues to improve his 
1985 280SL, and his hard work and effort 
was rewarded with a second place finish 
in the classic SL category. Jim Senft’s 
1965 230SL took a close third place 
and rounded out the incredibly strong 
classic SL category.  Competition in the 
modern SL category was also intense. 
Kathryn Dwyer’s 2000 SL500 was the 
first place winner. New section member 
Lou Palombella continues to make strong 
showings at our concours events, adding 
another second place trophy to the one 
he received at Deutsche  Marque. Peter 
Novick finished a close third with his 
remarkable 1990 500SL.
Fans of traditional Mercedes-Benz 
sedans and coupes were treated to a 
collection of well-tended classic sedans 
and coupes.  Keith Morgan, GWS 
member from Maine, brought his 
beautiful 1967 250SE and took first 
place in the classic sedan category.  
Following up on his strong performance 
at the Deutsche Marque, where he 
also took first place in the classic sedan 
category, Darrell Williams took second 
with an immaculate and well traveled 
(270,000 miles and it’s the original 
engine!) 1973 280SEL 4.5.  Rounding 
out this strong class was Preston 
Birckner’s 1961 220Seb, a car that 
has shown remarkable improvement 
thanks to Preston’s hard work, and 
assistance from Keith. In the sedan 
category, the W126s were out in force, 
as Greg Harrison took first place with 
his 1991 350SD. The fact that Greg’s 
car is in superb condition is especially 
remarkable given that the car has 
275,000 miles on it. John McWilliams 
1985 380SE, a frequent occupant of 
the podium, took a strong second, 
and newcomer John Beschenbossel’s 
immaculate 1993 600SEL represented 



Mercedes-Benz history is rich with style, luxury, 
performance and prestige. Mercedes-Benz has built the 
most technologically advanced automobiles of their time, 
and they have been coveted by collectors and drivers 
around the world for decades.

These fi ne automobiles deserve only the best care 
and service by a master technician who understands 
Mercedes-Benz unlike any other. Mercedes-Benz of 
Tysons Corner is proud to offer you the opportunity to 
have access to such a source:  Norbert Lamp.

Norbert Lamp started his career with Mercedes-Benz in 
1960 in Germany working for Daimler-Benz AG. In the 
factory-owned repair facility he was selected to work on 
the 300SL Gullwing, 300SL Roadster and later, 230SL 
and 250SL. He was also one of the fi rst mechanics ever 
to work on the famous 600 limousine. During the next six 
years, Norbert became not only profi cient in the repair 
of these vehicles, but also logged more hours on these 
historic and signifi cant vehicles than probably any other 
specialist in the world today.  

From 1966 to 1968 he worked for Mercedes-Benz 
of Canada in Toronto as a Mercedes-Benz Contract 
Technician. In the summer of 1968, on a sightseeing trip 
to New York and Washington, D.C., he fell in love with 
the United States and accepted a job at HBL in Fairfax, 
Virginia. Since 1969, Norbert has been exclusively 
working for Mercedes-Benz dealers in the Washington 
area, pleasing thousands of clients in various positions 

such as Technician, Quality Control Manager, Shop 
Foreman and Assistant Service Manager. In addition to 
his unique professional credentials, Norbert has been a 
member of the Mercedes Benz Club of America since 
1974 and has served as President/Vice President of the 
Greater Washington Section from 1986-1994.

Norbert Lamp brings his legacy from Mercedes-Benz 
Germany to you here in Tysons Corner today. As one 
of the leading experts in the fi eld of Mercedes-Benz 
mechanical restoration, he has assisted many Mercedes-
Benz owners with the full mechanic restoration of their 
vintage classic Mercedes-Benz automobiles. We can say 
with confi dence that Norbert is the leading authority in 
the Mid-Atlantic knowing not only the intricacies of your 
vintage Mercedes-Benz but also having the resources 
and knowledge to restore your vehicle to an almost new 
condition.

Mercedes-Benz of Tysons Corner is proud of Norbert 
Lamp’s life-long dedication to customer satisfaction 
and his outstanding work product. Whether your goal 
is to keep your classic Mercedes-Benz rolling for your 
daily driving pleasure or to restore your car for your 
collection, Norbert will work with you to develop a 
comprehensive plan to fulfi ll your dream.

To schedule a consultation please call:

Michael Jaworski at 703-564-6030 or Norbert Lamp at 
703-380-3490

Mercedes-Benz of Tysons Corner

THE CAR WHISPERERTHE CAR WHISPERER
Advertisement
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the W140 class with class. The coupe class 
winners featured two stunning cars. The 
first place winner was the 1966 250SE of 
long-time GWS 
Member Larry Ledbetter. Larry’s car is a 
perennial crowd favorite. The second place 
winner is gorgeous 560SEC owned by 
Burt Zwibel. Burt’s 560SEC is one of the 
nicest of that type that you find anywhere.  
The convertible class was dominated by 
the newer generation of cars. Peter Newton 
brought out his exemplary 2003 CLK430 
AMG and took first place in the group, 
and GWS newcomer John LaRose arrived 
in style with his 2006 CLK55 AMG and 
took home a strong second place finish.
A special thanks goes out to all those 
who helped. Tim Brischler, Henry 
Harrell, Sarah Lewis, John Heflin, and 
John McWilliams were all a tremendous 
help with the Concours judging. In 
addition to helping organize the flea 
market, JD Harriman was seemingly 
everywhere pitching in on an as-needed 
basis. Charmaine Iversen did a terrific job 
organizing the flea market, a new addition 
that we hope to continue.  Laurie Harrell 
and Bobby Wozney diligently tended 
the Club Store and oversaw the silent 
auction. Bill Loftquist, Joe Wozney and 
Paul Vandenberg all tended the bar and 
made sure no one went thirsty.  And, of 
course, it goes without saying that our 
grillmeisters, Kevin Michaels and Bill 
Hopper, proved their talents cooking up 
some tremendous bratwurst and tasty 
burgers.

Top Left: Kathryn Dwyer and Gary Policastro watch as GWS Concours Judge 
Ray Lombard reviews the judging sheet on Kathryn’s 2000 SL500. Bottom Left: 
Checking out some of the great Flea Market items. Bottom Right: As usual, the 
Mid-Atlantic Concours and Picnic brought out some fabulous cars not only on the show 
field but also in the parking lot. Brothers Sunir and Ari Ghosal checking out a 230 SL 
in the parking lot. Center Left: Thirty year member, Thomas Morrow and his wife 
Lillian enjoying the afternoon talking with John McWilliams. Center Right: Ed and 
Pat Butler anxiously waiting for their concour results.         - Photos: Janet McFarland

Picnic (con’t)
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MB Club license tags with the section logo and the words “Mercedes-Benz Club” on them are available to all MBCA members and 
may be placed on any vehicle, not just a Mercedes-Benz.  This is a recent change, so now you can get a “Mercedes-Benz Club” plate 
to put on your Chrysler Crossfire, smart fortwo or even your 
Ford F-150 pickup truck. These plates are not available through 
the Maryland Motor Vehicle Administration. You can purchase 

them only through the club. 
Send the form below to Ed 
Hainke, with two checks: one 
payable to GWS-MBCA in 
the amount of $10, and the 
second payable to the MVA 
in the amount of $25. Ed 
will then contact you for the 
required MVA information.  
For more information contact 
Ed, ehainke@starpower.net

State of Maryland GWS License Tags

Greater Washington Section Tags for Maryland Residents

Name      Member #

Address

Phone (H)    (W)

Send this form and one check for $10 payable to GWS-MBCA 
and one check for $25 payable to MVA to:

Ed Hainke, 10755 Sawpit Cove Road, Lusby, MD 20657

CARS:

1988 560SL Teal w/Tan leather 
interior. SL is orginal, 85K miles, 
excellent condition, well maintained, 
always garaged. All maintenance 
records, shop manuals and E-Z 
Top Hoist w/cover for the hard top. 
$19,500.00  John; 443.799.0907 
 jrrobinson59@hotmail.com

1986 500SEC Silver w/blue 
leather. Euro version converted to 
U.S. DOT & EPA when brand new. 
Euro lights, bumpers, and correct 
period AMG wheels. 72K miles. 
Immaculate condition. Dealer 
maintained, Garaged and covered.    
$15,000  Brian; 202.822.0993  
petersb@tatc.com

1994 500E Silver w/ black interior 
(California car)  137,450 mi. Stock 
except for Koni dampers at all 
corners. Fully functional (including 
SLS) except automatic headrest 
function. Well maintained, non-
smoker, garaged no snow/treated 
roads since purchase in 2005.  
$15K  Patrick; (c) 410.598.6316 
(h)301.829.3863       
patrick.stadter@jhuapl.edu

1990 420 SEL Black/Dove 
Gray 180K All records from new 
including window sticker ($64k).  
Concours winner 2003 GWS picnic.  
Unmolested/very original. Nothing 
needed. Drives wonderfully. Dry 
storage last few years but exercised 
weekly. $8500 OBO  William; 
202.345.5547 canfieldwilliam@
gmail.com

1973 280C Forest green w/beige 
interior. 108K mi. Good condition,  
New carb, new SS exhaust 
system, new tires, rebuilt gas 
tank, rebuilt drive shaft and rear 
axle assemblies. Rebuilt Becker 
Europa. Garaged. Runs strong. A 
good reliable weekender that get 
compliments. $15,000.  Steve; 301-
229-8445, smeima@aol.com

1983 300D blue, 250+K, 2nd 
owner, needs work. $1,500 
Gary; 301.855.5408  
jameson50@comcast.net

1984 380L Antique Ivory, 93K, 
Recent new, Convertible Top, 
Exhaust, Tires. Complete tune-
up. Everything works. All original 
MB. $12,500. JD; 410.461.2334 or 
jdharriman@msn.com

TIRES, WHEELS  & PARTS:

Palomino Front Seats for 1977-
1981 vintage W123 in good 
condition With head rests and arm 
rest. No cuts, cracks or abrasions. 
A few adjustment levers/handles 
missing plastic grab loops. Photos 
available upon request.  $350.00  
Harold; devnull2@earthlink.net

15” x 7” alloy wheel (1) from 
‘98 W202 (eight-hole design) 
original factory spare, includes 
original eleven-year-old 205/60-
15 Goodyear. Only used once 
to travel less then one-mile. 
Wheel has never been refinished 
- factory perfect. Located near 
Baltimore - local pickup only.  $225 
obo  Scott Singer; 410.499.8495 
clkgtrss@hotmail.com

AMG wheels 18” double spoke 
‘03 S55 (5) staggered rims with 
tires mounted. Rims have minor 
scratches.  Plus.......  
AMG wheels multispoke ‘03 SL55 
Staggered, with worn tires - rims 
are in good condition. Local pickup 
in Baltimore. Best Offer (nothing 
ridiculous) Steve; 443.956.5522  
Igrd@igrd.com

Parts, Literature, etc. For 
1963-1971 Pagoda SL’s:  A 
collection of parts leftover 
from a restoration of several 
W113SL’s, Soft top, hardtop, 
trim, driveshaft, Grill, bumper, 
etc. Also literature. Email or call 
for list. Walter: 866.793.6943, 
waltklatt@yahoo.com

Tires/Rims - Four (two in great 
shape) 225/50/14 Toyo Proxes 
with 14” bundt style rims - $175 
Tires/Rims - Two used 205/60/14 
Yokohama Racing tires with 14” 
bundt style rims -$75 Wagon - 
two hard to find cross members 
from 1985TDT roof rack. 
Excellent Condition-$125 All 
located in Leesburg. Email Ben@
mastermediagroup.com

Copies of The Star magazine 
from the ‘80s&‘90s Free Deborah; 
703.521.3120 kdhirtes@comcast.net

1999-2001 SLK Rims Four new in 
the box factory wheels. Two front 
wheels (#66471481) 7x16 and two 
rear wheels(#66471482) 8x16. 
$600.00. Steve:301.606.0687 or 
srsswf@wildblue.net.

Wanted:

4 old wheels (tires optional) to 
support parts car. Rusty is fine, 
bent no problem as long as they 
can be dinged out to hold air. Ideal 
would be neglected eyesores, 
clutter. Any number up to four. 
Prefer DC area, and will pick up. 
Willing to travel a little to meet 
at a mutually agreeable location 
if you’re outside the immediate 
DC area. Dennis; 301.622.0480  
deniod@verizon.net

Manual - Model 210 Star Classic 
Service Manual Library DVD, years 
1996-2003, M-B part# P-2700-
210-05James; 410.877.7112 
jcondax@comcast.net 

The Trading Post    For Up-To-Date Listings: www.GWS-MBCA.org

Trading Post Advertising Information
GWS members may place a free advertisement in the Metro Tri-Star 
and on the Section’s website. To place an ad,  go to www.gws-mbca.org/
tradingpost.html and click on Request an Ad. Print Ads are limited to 50 
words. Ads will appear in the next Metro Tri-Star and on the web unless 
otherwise noted. If you are a non-GWS member or have a question contact 
Janet McFarland at janetmcfarland@earthlink.net or call 703.765.9405. 
The editor has sole discretion in determining ad acceptability and length.
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The Mercedes-Benz Report

There’s A Green 
Mercedes-Benz 
In Our Future!

Although we Mercedes-Benz owners currently have Jade Green as 
a color choice, the green that I am referring to is Mercedes-Benz 
Fuel Cell.
What is F-Cell? F-Cell is a hydrogen fuel cell vehicle developed 
by Daimler AG that comes in 
two versions, the A-Class and 
the B-Class (neither of which 
is available in the US at the 
moment). The first generation 
F-Cell was produced in 2002 
with a 100 mile range and a top 
speed to 82 MPH. There are 
currently around 60 vehicles 
leased to customers here in 
the USA, Europe, Japan, and 
Singapore. 
The future B-Class F-Cell car 
will have a more powerful 
electric engine rated at 100 
kW (134 HP) with a 250 mile 
range. The range improvement 
is due to the greater space for 
holding tanks of compressed 
hydrogen, a higher storage 
pressure in addition to F-Cell 
technology advances. 
Both A and B-Class cars use the “sandwich” design concept. This 
is aimed at maximizing room for passengers and the propulsion 
components. 
The fuel cell is a proton exchange membrane fuel cell (PEMFC) 
designed by Ballard Power Systems.
F-Cell is the answer to the goal of achieving zero emissions. F-Cell 
vehicles emit no harmful emissions into the air. As of now, there are 
about 20 vehicles undergoing testing in the United States along with 
other parts of the world in various environmental conditions.
As testing continues, we may see these F-Cell vehicles in production 
within the next 3-4 years. The first models could be ready as early 
as 2010!
Mercedes-Benz recently held a reception ahead of the Detroit 
Auto Show called Concept BlueZero. This car showed off both 
clean technologies along with (a preview?) of the next generation 
B-Class.
The BlueZero E-Cell uses a 35 KWH lithium battery pack with a 
range of 120 miles. The F-Cell variant gets a 90KW hydrogen fuel 
cell that doubles the range to 240. This will translate to 81 mpg 
(U.S.). I like to refer to this as “Batterynomics”.

Concept BlueZero offers some great advantages over Hybrids.
1. Interior space is fully retained, thus no compromises are made to 
passenger space or luggage capacity.
2.  The power train is built into the sandwich floor ensuring a low 
center of gravity resulting in reliable and agile handling.
3.  Crash safety (can’t forget that one) is extremely high due to 
the sandwich concept and the housing of power train components 
between the axles.
4.  Modular design allows for greater flexibility and efficiency.
As a result, these vehicles are vastly different from other 
conventionally constructed electric cars which have the heavy large 

battery placed in the back or rear seat 
area.
With a charging capacity of 15KW, these 
batteries can store enough energy for a 
range of 50 kilometers (about 30 miles) 
within 30 minutes. One to two hours of 
charging will result in a range of between 
100 and 200 kilometers (60-120 miles).
F-Cell is the future. Clean Energy. 
Hydrogen and oxygen are present on earth 
is almost unlimited quantity.
In a controlled , electrochemical reaction in 
the fuel cell, these 2 gases generate energy 
in the form of electricity and heat with 
water released as the only by-product. It 
produces ZERO emissions. This research 
has been on-going since around 1994.
The Arab Oil embargo of 1973-1974 
really brought to light fuel inefficiency in 

automobiles and more than ever, the goal is to reduce our dependence 
on foreign oil. And the Obama administration is focused on 
reducing emissions and raising fuel economy (Cafe standards), so 
the electric car is our future. We just need to incorporate this with 
the throaty sound of a Mercedes Benz C63AMG! That part will be 
tricky!

Bruce DarConte
Sales Consultant

EuroMotorcars Germantown
301.601.5522  /301.461.7742

Bdarconte@euromotorcarsgermantown.com

Bruce DarConte, showing GWS members the 2010 
E-Class at the June 27 Detailing School
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Greater Washington Section - GWS-MBCA - Leadership - 2009
GWS-MBCA Board of Directors

President
 Bill Hopper
 5455 Broad Branch Road, NW, Washington, DC 20015-1753
 202.363.4189; wwhrestoration@att.net

Vice President
 John Heflin
 5805 Bells Lane, Frederick, MD 21704-6819
 301.693.4930; johnhef@comcast.net

Secretary
 Marianne Lumsden
 1101 Walker Drive, Fredericksburg, VA 22401-2625
 571.225.0169; msener39@hotmail.com

Treasurer
 Paul Vandenberg
 11154 Saffold Way, Reston, VA 20190-3823
 703.478.2158; pdjv@pdjv.net

MBCA Eastern Regional Director
 Greg Magnus   ..................................  804.915.7379;   
 greg@aimcustom.com

Board Members–Appointed
 Ray Lombardo  ...................................  301.388.0141;   
 raymondalombardo@yahoo.com
 Richie Crim  ...................................  304.856.3682 ;   
 richiecrim@gmail.com 

Board Members–Committee Chairs
Driving Events
 Joe Wozney  ...................................  703.437.7866;   
 joewozney@aol.com
 Mike Wirt  ...................................  410.635.2214;  
 mwirt@phillipsfoods.com
Membership
 Henry & Laurie Harrell ..........................  301.890.1380;  
 h_harrell@mac.com
Social
 Jim Glenn  ...................................  703.360.1669;   
 jamesglenn41@gmail.com

Ad Hoc Committees
Concours
 Ray Lombardo....... .................................  301.388.0141;   
 raymondalombardo@yahoo.com
Communications

Chair .........................  Volunteers Needed    
Newsletter Editor ...... Volunteers Needed

Newsletter Advertising Manager
Janet McFarland ......................................  703.765.9405; 
janetmcfarland@earthlink.net

Database/Online Newsletter
Henry Harrell ..........................................  301.890.1380; 
h_harrell@mac.com

Webmasters
Dave Thompson ......................................  703.406.1586;  
jdt@@ashtonlabs.com

Paul Vandenberg............ ............... .......... 703.478.2158;  
pdjv@pdjv.net

State of Maryland License Plate Program
Ed Hainke ...................................................  410.326.2888;  
ehainke@gmail.com
Technical Committee
Warren Bain  ...............................................   703.906.9658; 
wb740t@yahoo.com
Stephen Spector ...........................................   540.837.2708;  
srsswf@wildblue.net

Technical Advisors
Rick Ellinger, RC Imports ...........................  301.762.4205;  
rick@rc-imports.com

EMB
Means

Parts
We strive to give you the best possible prices on 
replacement parts for your Mercedes, BMW and 

other vehicles. Both comercial and individual    
customers are welcome.

Saturday — walk in  - UPS delivery weekdays
By appointment during the week

Call 703-425-5380 - Fax 703-425-5330
3827 Pickett Road
Fairfax, Virginia

Remember to Thank our     
advertisers by shopping with them!

2009 Deutsche Marque    
Concours d’Elegance Results 

UpDate
Nottoway Park, Vienna VA

Classic Sedans:
First Place

1072 280SEL 4.5 -  Darrell Williams
Second Place

1961 220SEb - Preston Birckner
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THERE ARE THOSE

WHO SAY THE CAR IS ONLY

A MACHINE.

RIGHT.

SO IS THE HUMAN HEART.

www.euromotorcars.com 
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GWS Members Enjoying Summer MBCA Regional Events 
Concours winners at June Jamboree 
held at MBUSA Headquarters in 
Montvale NJ. GWS Members Steve 
Spector (Top Left), JD Hariman 
(Bottom Left), Keith Morgan 
(Bottom Right) 
Eastern Regionl Concours, Picnic, 
& Flea Market with a fabulous field 
of cars (Top Right) and Marianne 
Lumsden at registration (Bottom 
Center)       - Photos by Wm W Hopper


