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GWS Welcomes in New Year

T
he Greater Washington Section of
the Mercedes-Benz Club of
America got the year off to a fun

start with the holiday party on Saturday,
Jan. 12. Each year, the club holds the event
in a different location to make it accessible
to as many members as possible across our
region.

This year’s venue was the Potomac
Room at the Fort Belvoir Officers’ Club in
Fort Belvoir, Va. The view of the Potomac
from the balcony was breathtaking, and
the 60 guests were treated to an evening of
drinking, dining, dancing, awards and
door prizes. Helping with the festive
atmosphere was The David Bach Consort,
which provided live music for dancing or
just listening and was possibly the best
band we’ve had in recent years.

Many thanks go to our social chairman,
Jim Glenn, for making all the arrange-
ments for this special evening.

The holiday party is the first of three
GWS events each year at which members
are awarded longevity pins (in 5-year
increments). Membership Chairs Henry
and Laurie Harrell presented 5-year pins to

Pete Gochman, John Renthal and Mike
Wirt. Three 10-year pins were handed out
to Jerry Chenault, Virginia Saba and our
own president, Bill Hopper.

Member of the Year
Jim Smith was selected this year’s mem-

ber of the year and presented with the Hank
Sloane award (named for a former GWS
vice president who bequeathed a  signifi-
cant sum of money to the section in his
will). This very large plaque, with the grill
of a Mercedes-Benz affixed to it (as seen in
above photo), will go home with Jim for the
year. He then will get to dust it off and bring
it to the 2009 holiday party for the next
winner to take home. Additionally, Jim also
was given a plaque from the National
Business Office, which is his to keep.
Another perk of the award is free entry
into all section events for the year.

For those who don’t know Jim, he is
one of those guys you wish you had as
your neighbor or your best friend. Jim  is
always ready to help in whatever way he
can. Both he and his wife, Joyce, are regu-

Continued on page 6
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Jim Smith (center) receives the “Member of the Year” award at the January holiday
party. With him, from left, are GWS President Bill Hopper; Vice President Eric
Wagner; last year’s winner, Deborah Hirtes; and Regional VP Greg Magnus.

Condolences

It is with great
sadness that we

announce the death
of GWS member

Angie Bracht,
beloved wife of GWS

Social Chair Jim
Glenn. See page 3.
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March 13 GWS Board Meeting
Silver Spring, Md.
All GWS members are welcome
to attend. If you are interested,
please contact GWS President
Bill Hopper

March 15 Detailing Lecture/Workshop
ASC, Arlington, Va.
(See page 5)

March 29 DIY-Autocross Tech Session
Curry’s, Dulles

March Autocross/Driving Social

April 7 Driver Education Monday
Summit Point, W. Va.

April 19 Judging Class with Pete Lesler,
MBUSA VPC, Baltimore, Md.
(See page20)

April 27 Autocross #1

May 4 Deutsche Marque Concours
Nottoway Park, Vienna, Va.
(rain date is May 18)
(See page 7)

May 15-17 MBCA National Board Mtg.
Finger Lake Region, N.Y.

May 25 Autocross #2

June 15 Defensive Driving School and
MB-only Autocross

June 22 Autocross #3

June Detailing for the Street-TBA

June GWS Board Meeting

July 12 Summer Tech Session/Track
Inspection, ASC, Arlington, Va.

July 13 Autocross #4

July 26-27 Drivers’ Education Weekend,
Summit Point, W.Va.

July 27 Summer Rallye and Parade Lap,
Summit Point, W.Va.

July Summer Drive and Dine Event

August 17 GWS Picnic and Mid-Atlantic
Concours

August 31 Autocross #5

August GWS Board Meeting

Sept.14 Autocross #6

September Golf Drive and Dine

October 12 Autocross #7

October 19 GWS Annual Meeting,
ASC, Arlington, Va.

Oct. 25-28 Tri-O-Rama
Thunderbolt Raceway
Millville, N.J. (See p. 20)

November 2 Autocross #8

November GWS Board Meeting

November Fall Tech Session

December 7 New Members’ Reception

Jan. 2009 Holiday Party

Many of the dates and locations have not yet
been finalized. Please check the Web site
(www.gws-mbca.org) for up-to-date information.
Additionally, if you have any suggestions for
items to include in our calendar, please give Bill
Hopper a call at (202) 363-4189, or e-mail
wwhrestoration@att.net.

Officers
President

Bill Hopper
5455 Broad Branch Road, NW
Washington, DC 20015
(202) 363-4189; wwhrestoration@att.net

Vice President
Eric Wagner
18 West Uhler Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22301
(703) 549-5261; wagnerek@comcast.net

Secretary
Open

Treasurer
Paul Vandenberg
11154 Saffold Way, Reston, VA 20190-3823
(703) 478-2158; pdjv@pdjv.net

Regional Director

Greg Magnus (804) 915-7379
greg@eoecho.com

Board Members – Appointed

Ray Lombardo (301) 388-014
Raymondalombardo@yahoo.com

Mike Wirt (410) 635-2214
mwirt@phillipsfoods.com

Board Members – Committee Chairs

Driving Events
Joe Wozney (703) 437-7866

JoeWozney@aol.com

Membership 
Henry and Laurie Harrell (301) 890-1380

Hharrell@tortigallas.com

Technical
John Heflin (301) 693-4930

JohnHef@comcast.net
Gordon Smith (301) 475-2870

smithgd@maxinter.net

Social
Jim Glenn (703) 360-1669

jrglenn@erols.net

Past President
Joe Wozney (703) 437-7866

Ad Hoc Committees

Concours
Ray Lombardo (301) 388-0141

Rallye
Open

Newsletter Editor
Deborah Hirtes (acting) (703) 521-3120

Database/Online Newsletter
Henry Harrell (301) 890-1380

Communications 
Janet McFarland (acting) (703) 765-9405

jmcfarland@retrospectpublishing.com

Webmeisters
Dave Thompson (703) 406-1586

jdt@ashtonlabs.com
Paul Vandenberg (703) 478-2158

pdjv@pdjv.net

State of Maryland License Plate Program
Ed Hainke (410) 326-2888

Technical Advisors
Rick Ellinger, RC Imports, (301) 762-4205
Bob Hafenmair, Star Auto Service, (410) 399-7827
Jack Rolo, ASC, (703) 284-2490
John Heflin, EuroMotorcars, (301) 693-4930

Calendar of Events
GWS Event s  2008-2009

Just four days before she died,
Angie Bracht and her husband,
Jim Glenn, were honored at the
holiday party with the Kathy
Kennel Award for their work dur-
ing StarTech 2007.
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It is with great sorrow that we announce

the Jan. 16, 2008 death of Angelena
(Angie) V. Bracht, wife of GWS Social
Chair Jim Glenn. She was 74.

Angie and Jim were a great team and
worked at many GWS events, including the
design of one infamous rallye, which is still
talked about today.

Originally from Missouri, Angie was
retired from the Federal Government,
where she was the comptroller of the Credit
Community Corporation, U.S. Department
of Agriculture and Chief Fiscal Division,
Agricultural Stabiliza tion and Cultivation
Services (today known as the Farm Service
Agency). She was a member of the Senior
Executive Service and achieved the
Distinguished Service Award several times.
In addition to the Mercedes-Benz Club, she
also was active in many volunteer organi-
zations in the Alexandria, Va. area—and
was an avid Redskins fan.

We will all miss her great smile and dry
wit and her sincere friendship.
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How Young Do You Have to Be to Like Cars?
From the
President I

s that even a question for us dyed-in-the-

wool car folk? My mother tells me the first

words out of my mouth were “car car.” Of

course she also told me they knew which one

was the Hopper baby in the nursery because he

was always smacking his lips looking for food,

too! Thanks, mom!

As a non-parent, I get to play Uncle Bill to

several kids in my neighborhood who like cars.

My good friend Nick, who is just a few years

shy of getting his driver’s license (and has it all

figured out which state he needs to be a resi-

dent of so he can get a license as soon as pos-

sible), often comes up with car stuff for us to

do, like the demo events at FedEx Field and the

Washington Auto Show. This kid will be the

next Donald Trump, so I want to stay on his

good side. His brother, Peter, on the other hand,

will be the next Derek Jeter, so I want to stay

on his good side, too, except cars aren’t his

thing, YET!

Nick’s mother recently bought a new Volvo

S90. His mom—being the parsimonious

woman she is—would not go above a certain

dollar figure, and the dealer would not go

below a figure. The two were one dollar apart!

After a long negotiation, Nick reached into his

pocket, pulled out a dollar bill, handed it to the

salesman and said, “Would you please give this

to my mom so she will buy your car?” That

was after he jumped on the salesman’s comput-

er and showed him a bunch of comparison

prices for both the car they were buying as well

as the one they traded in, so they could get the

best deal possible. I am sure that is something

the salesmen still talk about in the staff lounge.

Nick and I (he still calls himself Nicky)

went to this year’s Washington Auto Show on

the last day. It is always interesting to see

something through the eyes of another person,

especially a 14-year-old. We first tried to see if

we could get into the Jeep drive, but neither of

us wanted to wait in the long line, so we

watched it from all angles. I studied the sus-

pensions and how the Jeeps climbed up and

over things. He said, “Did you see that, that

guy (the demonstrator) did not do what he was

supposed to do?” (He was supposed to rock the

Jeep to show the participant how stable it is).

Well I had noticed, but I was more interested in

watching the axles and the wheels as they

climbed up the bank, while he was more inter-

ested seeing if the Jeep was going to flip over.

Then we went over to the Ford display.

“My mom almost bought a Taurus because it is

so safe,” he said, noting she will only drive a

safe car. Of course, his grandmother drove a

Taurus, and I knew that “mom” would never

drive one herself, so that started a conversation

on whether a Volvo was just a Ford or were

they really different. He came to the conclusion

that a Volvo was a classier Ford, and that both

were safe.

We passed by the display where the

Redskins cheerleaders were chatting it up with

the crowd. Not much interest there. At 14, even

I was interested in the cheerleaders, but not

Nick, so on to the collector car display we

went. He was more interested in the Hondas,

while I tried to show him the classic American

iron of the 1960s and ’70s—the Mustangs,

GTOs and a ’Cuda. Not much interest in those

old cars from this young guy. Then the chance

to drive one of the race car simulators opened

up, so off we went. Being a bit parsimonious

myself, I merely watched while he drove.

Then it was upstairs where we ran into John

Davis, who we all know from the TV show

Motor Week, so I stopped and talked with him.

He asked how our members were doing,

remembering the time GWS came to help him

out with the MPT telethon.

We checked out the BMWs and the Nissans,

as well as the Toyotas and the GMC trucks. I

upset Nick with the news that I wanted to buy

a Yaris, mostly because he did not like it. Even

a 14-year-old said I should stick with a

Mercedes-Benz, and that a Yaris was just not

me. Smart kid. It won’t be long before he helps

his mom pick out a Mercedes-Benz instead of

a classy Ford.

Bill Hopper

Nick enjoyed his drive in the race car simulator.
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Upcoming Event

Detailing the Stars
Saturday, March 15, 2008

12-5 p.m.

American Service Center, Arlington, Va.

W
henever I am at a car show, and especially over the
last two years when I was organizing the concours
d’élegance at the Deutsche Marque and the annual

picnic, I am always amazed by the incredible attention to detail
that people invest in preparing to present their cars to the spec-
tators and judges. Over time, I have been able to distinguish
between the well-prepared cars and the expertly prepared cars.
Many of you may have made similar observations, and you
may have asked yourself how you can acquire the expertise, the
right techniques and knowledge of which products to use.

Well, your ship, er, car has just come in! The Greater
Washington Section has invited long-time section member
Ellen Ruck to educate us on how to thoroughly detail our cars.
Many of you have seen Ellen Ruck and her husband, Fred
Perry, participate in the Deutsche Marque Concours over the
years. They have successfully competed with Fred’s white
560SL, Ellen’s anthracite 560SEC or her red 190E 2.6 and
some others. The common characteristics of these cars is that
they represent some of the cleanest examples of those models
that you will ever see.  

Ellen will deliver a lecture on how to successfully detail
your beloved Mer cedes-Benz automobile. But wait, this is not
just a lecture; for a small, lucky group of our members, there is
the opportunity to have an afternoon full of hands-on instruc-

tion by a master in the art of detailing.
For this portion of the class, Ellen will provide the materials

that she knows and trusts, so we can all work on the same basis.
No need to bring your own cleaning materials. Ellen highly
recommends, however, that you wash your car beforehand so
you don’t have to fight your way through too many layers of
grime and dirt.

The class will take place on Saturday, March 15, 2008 from
12-5 p.m. The lecture will take about an hour, after which the
actual detailing class will commence. Members enrolling for
the lecture are invited to look around while the detailing class
is in session as long as they stay out of the way of the frenzied
car detailing apprentices.

The tuition fee for the lecture is $15. $50 admits one car and
its driver to the comprehensive detailing workshop. Passengers
over 18 years pay $15.

Space is limited to no more than a dozen cars, and we are
already halfway there—so send in your registration form today
(see page 22).

This event is the first in a series the Greater Washington
Section is organizing in the spring of 2008. On April 19,
National President Pete Lesler will teach a class on judging
cars in a concours d’élegance (see page 20), and in June we will
also have a session on everyday car cleaning skills. Exciting
events are happening this year, and I hope to see you at many
of them!

Please fill out the registration form on page 22 of this
newsletter or print out a copy from the Web site (www.gws-
mbca.org).

—Eric Wagner

Stay Tuned . . .
In the next issue of the Metro Tri-Star, we will include a report on driving a 2006
E320 CDI, loaned by American Service Center, by some of the members who took
it up to Millville, N.J. (to visit Thunderbolt Raceway, where the MBCA will hold
Tri-O-Rama in October). Also, GWS President Bill Hopper will talk about his expe-
riences at Fashion Week in New York City, which is sponsored by Mercedes-Benz.

Members stand in front of what soon will be the classroom
building at the new Thunderbolt Raceway in Millville, N.J.

Bill Hopper gets behind the velvet ropes at the presti-
gious Fashion Week events in N.Y.C.
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lar event participants. But they are more
than participants. At any event, you can
find them helping run the function as
well as doing all the little behind-the-
scenes tasks that need to be done.

Long before he is asked to help out,
Jim has already taken on the task and
gotten it completed. At autocrosses, you
will regularly find Jim doing the tech
inspections early in the morning, work-
ing the corners or donning his helmet to
provide instruction during the day, and
picking up cones at the end of the ses-
sion. At track events, Jim is one of the
first persons on site to help set up and
one of the last ones to leave.

At last year’s StarTech 2007, Jim not
only got his son, Greg (an ASE certified
mechanic), involved as a speaker, but he
also ran the club store. At Tri-O-Rama, it
was Jim and Joyce who helped set up the
registration room and again manned the
GWS store, ran tech inspections, acted as
tour guide and helped new members

enjoy their first national MBCA event.
Congratulations go out to Jim Smith

on his well-deserved award as GWS
2007 Member of the Year.

Officer of the Year
It is no surprise that GWS President

Bill Hopper was given the Officer of the
Year award by our Regional Director,
Greg Magnus. This is not just a section
prize but represents officers from the
entire Mid-Atlantic Region for 2007.

Bill has been involved in so many
aspects of the club and has gotten a great
group of members to work with him.
From membership to public relations to
attending board meetings and really pro-
moting the club and its activities, Bill
was a great choice for the honor.
Congratulations, Bill.

Kathy Kennel Awards
Since 2003, the Greater Washington

Section has presented the Kathy Kennel
Award to someone in the club whose
extraordinary commitment, support and
effort most embody the spirit of volun-
teerism and selflessness that character-
ized the exemplary contributions of
Kathy Kennel to the Mercedes-Benz
Club of America. (Kathy Kennel was  a
former MBCA president.) Deborah
Hirtes was the first to receive the honor
in 2003, followed by Jim Smith in 2005,
both for their volunteer efforts at a Tri-O-
Rama event.

At the holiday party, two of these
awards were presented (since our section
hosted two national events: StarTech
2007 in May and Tri-O-Rama in
September).

Angie Bracht and her husband, Jim
Glenn, received the award for their team-
work during StarTech 2007. Angie and
Jim were the gracious hosts of the hospi-
tality suite and provided numerous other

support roles during the events, every-
thing from stuffing the welcome bags to
making sure the audiovisual hook-ups
were working. 

(Angie passed away just four days
after receiving the Kathy Kennel Award.
She will be much missed by the members
and the Board of Directors of the Greater
Washington Section. See obit on page 3.)

For her work on Tri-O-Rama in 2007,
Bobbie Wozney was recognized with the
Kathy Kennel Award. Bobbie was the
hands, feet and brains of the event, pro-
cessing registrations and making sure the
social aspects of the event ran smoothly:
everything from coordinating with the
hotel, restaurants and banquet halls to
make sure everyone got what they want-
ed for meals, to ensuring that the correct
number of awards were correct.

In addition to these awards, Klaus and
Deborah Hirtes were recognized for their
contributions to the section over the last
20-plus years. They have served as chef
and food helper at the yearly picnic, Metro
Tri-Star editor, membership co-chairs,
treasurer, track instructor and all-round
helpers at most of our section events.

Without volunteers like these, events
like StarTech and Tri-O-Rama could
never happen smoothly. It is the dedica-
tion and volunteer efforts of these GWS
members that make our events a success.

Welcome to 2008
In addition to all the awards, each

guest received something from the gift
table (caps, t-shirts, umbrellas, clocks,
mugs, pen sets and more), all courtesy of
our generous sponsors.

It was a great evening and we look
forward to seeing you all in some of the
exciting events we’ve planned for this
year.

Holiday Party
Continued from page 1

Great music from the David Bach Consort got people out on the dance floor.

GWS President Bill Hopper presents
Bobbie Wozney with the Kathy Kennel
Award for her work on Tri-O-Rama 2007.

Named “Member of the Year 2007,” Jim
Smith and his wife, Joyce, help out at the
registration table.
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25th Annual Deutsche Marque

Concours d’Elegance
Sunday, May 4, 2008

Nottoway Park, Vienna, Va.

All Day Event

F
or many Mercedes-Benz enthusi-

asts, the cold, dark days of

February are not a fun time. The

gardens look bleak. The ground is

frozen. A simple task, like walking the

dog, can require you to undertake sever-

al minutes of bundling up to be properly

prepared. And most distressing for the

car nut, the cars are dirty and likely to

stay that way for the foreseeable future.

Yet, as I write this, soon we will be over

the “hump” of wintertime. And with the

pleasant passing of that annual mile-

stone, we can look ahead to the warmer

weather of spring.

As many of you know, one of the

annual rites of spring for the Greater

Washington Section is the Deutsche

Marque Concours d’Elegance. This year

will be the 25th celebration of fine

German automobiles and, as has been

our tradition in the past, we will join with

our friends from the Potomac Region of

the Porsche Club of American (PCA),

the National Capital Chapter of the

BMW Car Club of America (BMWC-

CA), and the Potomac-Chesapeake

Chapter of the Audi Club of North

America (ACNA). The concours will be

held at Nottoway Park, which is located

at 9601 Courthouse Road in Vienna and

is easily reached via Route 66. As we did

last year, we will mark the entrance with

large car club banners so that you cannot

miss it. Just in case the weather does not

cooperate, a rain date has been scheduled

for May 18.

In the Deutsche Marque Concours

d’Elegance, vehicles are judged by their

condition, appearance and cleanliness.

This event will offer two classes: Street

(judged) and Display (not judged, but a

prize is awarded based on a people’s

choice vote). The Street class is a “top-

only” event. In the “top-only” category,

the exterior, interior (including engine

bay) and luggage compartment are

judged. The  undercarriage is not.

Usually, the Street class will be separated

into several groups based on MBCA

rules.

The Display class is open for every-

one who has a clean, nice car but does

not feel up to the more demanding Street

class requirements. (This is also a great

way for newcomers to get accustomed to

what it takes to compete successfully in

Street!) Both Street and Display are on

the show field and represent our club’s

heritage and tradition, as you can see

everything from a recent vintage C class

to the classic 300SL Gullwing.

This year, as an additional enticement

to newcomers and to provide additional

preparation guidance to concours veter-

ans, the Greater Washington Section is

hosting two events in advance of the

Deutsche Marque: “Detailing the Stars,”

on March 15 (a detailing school taught

by crack professional detailer and

Mercedes-Benz enthusiast Ellen Ruck)

and a Concours Judging School, on April

9, taught by MBCA President and former

MBCA Concours Chair Pete Lesler at the

Mercedes-Benz Vehicle Preparation

Center (VPC) in Baltimore. We are very

excited about both events and hope you

will make plans to attend.

For additional details and informa-

tion on how to register, please check the

GWS Web site (www.gws-mbca.org).

The entry fee for the concours is $25

per car ($35 after April 26 or on-site).

Registration includes one Wine and

Cheese Reception ticket and a commem-

orative dash plaque. Additional Wine and

Cheese Reception tickets are available at

$10 each. There is no charge to attend the

concours as a spectator. In order to allow

us to plan appropriately for the number

of guests, please register in advance and

use the registration form on page 21,

which also may be downloaded from our

Web site (www.gws-mbca.org).

Note: This concours is an all-day

event. The organizers of all the clubs will

be working hard prior to the show as well

as on the day of the event. Please also

respect the hard work by the participants

who have prepared their cars for the

show. If you enter the event, please be

prepared to stay through the awards pres-

entation. If your vehicle places in its

class and you have departed, the award

will be given to the next runner-up in

class. Additionally, be mindful that cars

not registered and displayed in the show

should not be parked on the show field.

Contact Raymond Lombardo at raymon-

dalombardo@yahoo.com, or call him

(301) 388-0141 with any questions. As in

past years, we would be delighted, and

would greatly appreciate, any assistance

on the day of the event, either as a judge

or helper.

Event Schedule:
8:30 a.m.—Field opens to show par-

ticipants for placement onto the field.

9:00 a.m.—General admission

10:30 a.m.—Judging begins.

If you would like to be judged,
PLEASE have your car on the field by
11:00 am. We do our best to judge every-
one consistently and fairly and can do
this best if we have sufficient time. Thank
you!

3:00 p.m.—Wine and Cheese

Reception—Awards for all clubs will be

presented at the Wine and Cheese

Reception.

—Ray Lombardo

Upcoming Events

Request for Volunteers
This year promises to be one of fun, education and excitement for the Greater

Washington Section. But we need your help! In order to schedule various events
throughout the year, whether they be driving, social, technical or educational, we
need active members willing to volunteer. Having an extra pair of hands always
makes for a smoother operation.

Additionally, anyone with an interest in publications may want to volunteer to
help put this newsletter—the Metro Tri-Star—together each month.

For more information about how you can help on the Metro Tri-Star or with any
other events, please contact GWS President Bill Hopper at wwhrestoration@att.net
or phone him at (202) 363-4189. You also may contact any member of the GWS
Board of Directors to volunteer.

You’ll be surprised at how much more you get out of an event when you’re direct-
ly involved. 
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O
ne of the great things about being
a car enthusiast, and a Mercedes-
Benz aficionado in particular, is

that I have been able to forge friendships
with some very nice and interesting peo-
ple, some of whom I met in the virtual
world of the Internet.

I am the second owner of a Euro-ver-
sion 1982 W123 200, and since I am
German, my first stop for information
about this car was, of course, the German
W123 forum. That forum serves as the
focal point for W123 owners in Germany
no matter whether the owners belong to a
club or not. The forum also is the basis
for a Germany-wide network of regional
meetings which draw big crowds. These
meetings are a great way to get a glimpse
of the diversity of the Mercedes-Benz
“Youngtimer” scene, which stretches
from teenagers to retirees and from car
mechanics and factory workers to stu-
dents, architects and entrepreneurs.
“Youngtimer” is a word used in German
to describe cars that are about 15-30
years old, the age during which most of
the cars rapidly disappear from the
streets but before they are generally
accepted as antique or historic vehicles
(which in German would be called
“Oldtimer”).

Although the group is rather heteroge-

neous, it has grown into an incredibly
deep resource, not just for Mercedes-
Benz related issues but also for many
other issues of daily life. Over the years,
I have developed some close friendships
with members of the W123 forum and
meet them in person whenever I am in
Germany.

One of my good friends is Eberhard
Weilke, a member of the German
Mercedes-Benz Club “Verein der
Heckflossenfreunde” or “Club of Friends
of the Fintail.” As the name suggests, it
all started as a fintail enthusiasts group
but now is a home for drivers of all kinds
of Mercedes-Benz including such more
recent models as the W126, W201 and
W124. Eberhard and a few of his enthu-
siast friends developed a great idea and
were able to convince the Mercedes-
Benz Museum management to let them
recover the original 45-year-old tiles
from the old Mercedes-Benz Museum in
Untertürkheim and auction them off for a
worthy charitable cause in May of 2008.

The old Mercedes-Benz Museum, in
the heart of the Untertürkheim factory,
was demolished in the spring of 2007.
Building 134b presented the history of
Mercedes-Benz automobiles for 45
years—from 1961 until the opening of
the new Mercedes-Benz Museum, which
is located just a few yards outside the
factory gates. 

The Museum Tile project was
launched as an initiative with the help of
members of the German Mercedes club
VDH in cooperation with the club-man-
agement liaison of the Mercedes-Benz

Museum GmbH. VDH and its members
are committed to the preservation and
care of old Mercedes-Benz automobiles.
VDH has almost 5,000 members and will
celebrate its 20th anniversary in 2008.

The auction offers one lucky winner
the opportunity to own about 30 square
meters (about 330 square feet) of the old,
original museum tile floor. The tiles are
30cm x 30cm (about 12 inches by 12
inches) and were carefully hand-select-
ed, cleaned and packed in three layers of
bubble wrap. They are ready to be
shipped in three metal shipping crates.
The tiles have minimal damage on the
sides, an unavoidable result of recover-
ing the 45-year-old tiles.

Included in the auction is tile installa-
tion mortar and joint filler grout needed
for the installation at the proud new
owner’s home. These materials have
been provided by Kiesel Bauchemie
GmbH und Co. KG, one of the techno-
logically leading producers of laying sys-
tem for tiles and natural stones, wood
floors, and textile and resilient flooring.

The Mercedes-Benz Museum will
provide a certificate of authenticity and
exclusivity for the tiles. This is the only
set of museum tiles that will ever be
available. The old museum has been torn
down. There is a small amount of broken
and otherwise damaged tiles that will be
used in the VDH clubhouse, and the new
Mercedes-Museum offers a limited edi-
tion of model cars mounted on tile frag-
ments. That’s it.

Own a Piece of Mercedes-Benz History

A Unique Museum Tile Auction Will Take Place in May

A crew member removes tiles from the floor of the old Mercedes-Benz Museum.

Eberhard Weilke helps pack the cleaned,
hand-selected tiles into crates.

Continued on next page
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You have the unique opportunity to
acquire truly exclusive flooring for your
living room, your office or shop, or
museum. Or you could park your own
car on the original floor of the Mercedes-
Benz Museum; on the same tiles on
which the first cars of Gottlieb Daimler
and Carl Benz, Gullwings and
Popemobiles were exhibited.

The three shipping crates weigh about
2.5 metric tons (5,500 pounds) with each
crate containing 120 tiles weighing 5.5
kilos (about 12 pounds) each and about
150kg (330 pounds) of mortar and grout.
Should the winner be located in the U.S.,
the VDH will assist in arranging for ship-
ping (at the lucky winner’s expense, of
course). My guess is that the price of
shipping the tiles in a dedicated contain-
er is not going to be breaking the bank,
but it never hurts to check this out
beforehand.

VDH will celebrate its 20th anniver-
sary in May. The museum tile auction
will happen during their annual meeting
and be listed on ebay.de, ending on
Saturday, May 10 in the evening
(German time). The link to the auction

will be listed on the www.museumsbo-
den.de website.

Any proceeds from the auction will
benefit the Kolpingwerk. The money
will support vocational training institu-
tions for youths in Latin America and
Africa. 

I think this could be a great opportuni-
ty for a collector to acquire a unique
piece for his or her collection or even for

a Mercedes-Benz dealership or restora-
tion shop. I hope that some of our mem-
bers decide to bid on the tiles.

— Eric Wagner

Mercedes Links in this article:
www.museumsboden.de
www.forum-w123.de
www.mercedesclubs.de

Here’s a close-up photo of some of the crated tiles that will be up for bid in May.

The Museum Tile Auction
Continued from previous page
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The Greater Washington Section welcomes all its new members. We hope that you

will join us soon at one of our upcoming events. Please feel free to call any officer

for information on our activities and what you can do to get involved.

Jon Browning

Baltimore, Md.

Susan E. Byorick

Lanham, Md.

Thomas M. Childs

Washington, D.C.

Bernie Cieplak

Sperryville, Va.

Donald Clark

Washington, D.C.

Jeff Cummings

Winchester, Va.

Lloyd Devigne

Easton, Md.

Anthony P. Duplessis

Ashburn, Va.

William Egan

Baltimore, Md.

David L. Eisel

Broad Run, Va.

Shihab Elkogali

Washington, D.C.

Neenah Gay

Capitol Heights, Md.

Thomas Grady

Charlestown, W. Va.

Harry F. Hall

Lorton, Va.

Marty Henne

Bethesda, Md.

Steven K. Herrick

Gaithersburg, Md.

Jerald S. Howe, Jr.

Chevy Chase, Md.

Norman Hudson-Taylor

Glen Echo, Md.

Jocelyn A. Jenkins

Clinton, Md.

Dennis King

Chevy Chase, Md.

Deney Lam

Washington, D.C.

Marianne Lumsden

Fredericksburg, Va.

Martin McGinn

Towson, Md.

William Melby

Washington, D.C.

Thomas Miller

Oak Hill, Va.

Barbara Minihan

Edgewater, Md.

Gus Politis

Marshall, Va.

Richard Schwartz

Leonardtown, Md.

Thomas Sessoms

Frederick, Md.

Robert Smith

Silver Spring, Md.

William W. Wiard III

Broadlands, Va.

NEW
MEMBERS

Maryland license tags with the section logo and the words

“Mercedes-Benz Club” on them are still available. These

plates will not be available through the MVA. You can pur-

chase them only through the club, and they can only be put

on a Mercedes-Benz. Please send the form below to Ed

Hainke, coordinator of the program, with two checks: one

payable to GWS-MBCA in the amount of $10, and the second

check payable to MVA in the amount of $25. Ed will then con-

tact you for the required MVA information.

Greater Washington Section Tags for Maryland Residents

Name ____________________________ Member # __________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (h) __________________________ (w) ________________________________________

Send this form and two checks (payable to GWS-MBCA for $10 and MVA for $25 to):

Ed Hainke, 10755 Sawpit Cove Road, Lusby, MD 20657

Maryland GWS License Tags

MARYLAND

M
B 0001

MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB

�

�

�

�
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L
ike most antique car lovers, I
always enjoy watching the Barrett-
Jackson (B-J) Scottsdale auction

on TV in January. My family knows that
during the third week of January, any
productive evening activity ceases for
me. This usually lasts from Thursday
through Saturday, when the auction is
broadcast “live” from Scottsdale on the
Speed Channel. Just like my friends who
are avid football and basketball fans, I
become “entranced” by the TV!

My wife, Sarah, says that I’m “trans-
ported” by the TV to another planet…in
this case, “Planet Scottsdale.” I
even enjoy watching the
“repeats” of the previous year’s
Barrett-Jackson auction. I find
the auction “spectacle” fascinat-
ing, including the cars, the peo-
ple—and the prices! After the
big Saturday night broadcast, I
“return to earth” all the wiser for
having studied the auction
results.

So, I’ll take a few moments
to share not only my visit to the
2008 B-J auction, but also to
offer a few thoughts on auctions
in general.

I’ll start by saying that I’ve
been actively participating in
the antique car hobby since the
1970s, and have attended
numerous auctions in Atlantic City and
in Florida over the years. Going to the
Barrett-Jackson Scottsdale auction has
been on my short list of “Must Do” items
for the last few years. I usually try to
escape to sunny Florida for a week or so
in January or February. As a displaced
snowbird, I count the days until warm
weather arrives so I can remove my cars
from their winter “hibernation.”

A Florida trip often includes time
spent in Sarasota with friends, and fellow
Mercedes Club members (Tampa Bay
Section), Ben Berman and his brother
Len. This gives me a dose of car-related
fun and warm weather which carries me
through to spring in Virginia. The trip is
often timed to allow attending one of the
many Florida car auctions, such as RM,
that occur during the winter “high sea-
son.” I highly recommend this to chase
away the winter blues!

This past October found Sarah and me

in Florida attending a medical meeting in
Orlando. This timing was a bit off sched-
ule from my usual Florida visit. But as
luck would have it, I found that several
friends were going to Scottsdale, Ariz. in
January to attend the Cadillac LaSalle
Club’s (CLC) winter board meeting. The
CLC cleverly planned this meeting to
take place the same week as the Barrett-
Jackson, RM, Gooding, Silver and Kruse
auctions. I couldn’t resist tagging along!
Having Scottish blood in my veins, I
teamed up with a friend to share hotel
and rental car expenses and managed to

do the trip very economically. Frequent
flyer miles were also pressed into serv-
ice, so the trip was even approved by my
thrifty spouse as “reasonable” foolish-
ness!

Upon arriving Wednesday night, I dis-
covered that Arizona in January can be
cold. Not only was the weather not like
Florida in January, it wasn’t even close.
It was cold and windy. Of course, I did-
n’t bring warm clothes, so an emergency
trip to Dillard’s department store was in
order. I was told that the weather was
unusually cool for that time of year, but I
always seem to hit the “unusual” weath-
er. Even in Florida, I manage to hit the
cold snaps, but they tend to be in the low
60s. That’s still a lot warmer than typical
Virginia weather in January.

On Friday and Saturday afternoon, it
seemed to warm up a bit and was com-
fortable if you were in the sun and out of
the wind (a trick in itself). I also wasn’t

prepared for the very dry climate. Be pre-
pared to buy Chapstick, lotion, eye
drops, etc. because you can’t carry much
of them on planes these days.

Thursday morning I traveled with
several friends out to Frank Lloyd
Wright’s winter home, “Taliesin West.”
It was really more than his home; it was
the winter site of his architectural school.
The fellowship was comprised of young
architects who signed on to study under
America’s great master of twentieth cen-
tury design. We took the “behind the
scenes” tour, which turned out to be one

of the high points of my trip.
After the tour, we headed for
Barrett-Jackson for an after-
noon and evening of car-related
activities.

The Barrett-Jackson auction
is housed in the immense
Westworld site, which is located
on the outskirts of Scottsdale.
Westworld is essentially a series
of huge tents. The main build-
ing, which is the largest, is built
over a permanent metal frame-
work, almost reminiscent of a
dirigible! The canvasses are
even silver colored, which I’m
sure is to reflect the brutal heat
of the Arizona climate. Sarah
and I have a good friend who
has lived in Scottsdale for many

years. She explained that Westworld is
host to many large events. It is not some-
thing used and owned by Barrett-Jackson
to just hold one auction in, and then
taken down like circus tents. Upon see-
ing the event in person, the word “circus”
did, however, come to mind.

The main building is divided into four
huge sections. The first and second sec-
tions housed a large display by Ford
Motor Company, in addition to many
dealers selling restored and reproduction
neon signs, automotive artwork, cloth-
ing, jewelry, restored gas pump, and
what have you. Since I love automobilia,
this area was a real treat. The large eatery
area was also housed here and featured a
huge TV monitor of the auction block.
Off to the side were several additional
attached tents that housed a GM display,
and dealers of high cost items such as

Attending the Mega Event: the Barrett-Jackson Scottsdale Auction
Article and Photos by Tom McQueen

One Member’s Experience

Continued on page 15

A 1928 Duesenberg sold for one million dollars at the Barrett-
Jackson auction attended by Tom McQueen.
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personal jets, helicopters and speed
boats. Something for everyone with a net
worth in the multi-millions or above!  

The third section, which was the
largest, housed the auction block, bid-
ders’ areas, skyboxes and bleachers for
the non-bidders. Sadly, the bidders’ area
took up almost the whole room, and the
bleachers were positioned off to the
sides. So, “Bidders, Special Guests, and
VIPs” had a majority of the reserved
seating. The message seemed clear: “If
you aren’t a bidder, you are a second class
citizen!” So, if you didn’t mind sitting on
the hard metal bleachers and looking at a
90 degree angle, while ruining your
spine, the bleachers were just great. One
of my friends may still be consulting
with his chiropractor as a result of some
time spent on the bleachers!

Now, for a few observations about
Barrett-Jackson and the cars they drew in
2008. These guys are experts when it
comes to marketing. They use the phrase
“The Best of the Best.” There is no doubt
that B-J attracts some fabulous cars.
Some are very rare, although many are
not. Many of the cars are similar to cars
seen at other auctions. The one big dif-
ference is that these B-J cars are all sold
“No Reserve.” Supposedly, they all sell.
Since I’ve watched this auction on TV, I
knew that there is a tremendous focus on
muscle cars, custom cars, modifieds and
“recreations.” This year was no excep-
tion. There were also some very interest-
ing “one of a kind” offerings, including a
1963 Pininfarina-bodied Corvette
“Rondine,” which sold for $1.6 million
and a 1962 Thunderbird “Italien” show

car. A gorgeous 1928 Duesenberg sold
for $1 million.

As those of you who watch Barrett-
Jackson know, the Mercedes-Benz mar-
que is not very well represented at
Scottsdale. This year, there were only a
total of 23 Mercedes offered at the auc-
tion. That’s not very many considering
that more than 1,600 cars were sold in
2008. There were some stunning vehi-
cles, such as a 1961 Mercedes 300SL
roadster with only 31,587 km, which
sold for $525,000. A magnificent black
1955 300SC coupe, one of only four pro-
duced in ’55, sold for $230,000.
Additionally, a red 1959 300SL roadster
sold for $435,000. Sadly, there were no
authentic 300SL Gullwings, just an
attractive “recreation,” which sold for
$185,000. The remainder of the Benz
offerings included five 450SLs ranging
from $13,500 to $30,000, three 190SLs
selling between $30,000 and $56,000,
one 380SL at $33,000, and one 560SL at
$20,000. The other offerings were prima-
rily in the 1990s. Most of the Mercedes
sold at, or even slightly below, what I’d
expect market value to be. The cars that
reached the “records” tended to be very
highly restored American cars of the
1950s and 1960s, along with the usual
higher dollar “customs” and ’60s muscle
cars. This indicates to me that Mercedes
enthusiasts are favoring some of the four
other auction companies with their con-
signments, and Mercedes buyers are fol-
lowing. This may also indicate that
Barrett-Jackson is a good place to buy a
Mercedes, just don’t expect a large selec-
tion. At least there was less competition
for the Mercedes that were consigned.
And there were some very nice exam-
ples. Next trip, I hope to focus on
Gooding, RM and some of the other auc-

tions. 
The final section of the

main building held the most
expensive and desirable cars.
One of the most interesting
groups of cars was a large col-
lection of Mopars (Chrysler
Corp.) from the 1950s. These
cars were all in magnificent
condition and had been part of
a very large collection of a
gentleman from Wisconsin.
The collector had passed
away, and his family was sell-
ing part of the collection at the
2008 B-J auction. Any of these
would have been a jewel for a

serious collector, due to their rarity and
top condition. They all sold in excess of
$100,000, but it would have been impos-
sible to purchase and restore any of these
cars to such a high level for the prices at
which they sold. There are some “bar-
gains” to be had at auction, especially if
you have deep pockets! A majority of the
cars were located under tents outside the
main building and were open on all four
sides. The light under these tents wasn’t
ideal, especially in the limited light of
winter.  There was also a consignment
tent where cars had price tags on them.
Some were marked “Sold,” while others
were still available.  

During my time at Barrett-Jackson, I
was surprised by two things: first, the
number of mediocre and/or incorrectly
restored cars present, and second, the
high auction prices attained for lower
level cars. This is something that I didn’t
expect, and that you can’t anticipate by
watching the auction on TV. The Speed
Channel seems to broadcast what they
determine to have the greatest viewer
interest or the highest value. Many of the
most interesting cars are never seen on
Speed! One wonders if Speed and B-J
choreograph the event in order to give
the perception that everything is perfect
and sells for “big bucks.” None of this
seems to keep bidders from spending
huge sums. Perhaps they want to be seen
“on TV "winning.” Or maybe they don’t
know anything about cars—or possibly
they visited the “VIP” bar once too
often! To be fair, there are some fabulous
cars that are worth every penny of what
they fetch, and the buyers just happen to
buy during the live broadcast on TV. I’ve
often wondered if the same car could’ve
been purchased for less in a standard

Auction
Continued from page 13

A turquoise-colored 1963 Pininfarina-
bodied Corvette sold for $1.6 million.

A red 1962 Thunderbird “Italien” was another of the
gorgeous cars up for auction. Continued on page 16
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“arms length” transaction. I’m a bit of a
skeptic, and my mother’s nickname for
me was “Doubting Thomas!”

Another facet of Barrett-Jackson's TV
broadcast: the “experts” on Speed appear
to know very little about antique and
classic cars! They tend to
know more about muscle
cars and customs/modi-
fieds. Their default “com-
mentary” usually is
aimed at things like
“radio deletes” and paint
quality. They also seize
upon any “celebrity” con-
nections or upon the
restorer’s reputation. I
assume that Barrett-
Jackson gives them cheat
sheets with info to draw
upon. At least they got rid
of the British ex-racer
who knew virtually noth-
ing about American cars
this year. (He hosted a
series a few years ago
about vintage racing cars
that was superb…which featured drive
segments, but that doesn’t seem to get
recycled on Speed.) Barrett-Jackson’s
people clearly work very hard to sell
their high profile cars for high dollars. If
you’d like to look at all the auction
results, check out Barrett-Jackson’s Web
site at www.barrett-jackson.com.  

Now for a bit of advice for those of
you who have never bought a collector
car at auction. Do your homework in
advance! Look the car over closely, ask
questions, inspect the documentation,
and then determine what you believe the
fair price to be. After coming up with that
figure (or a range), decide what you can
afford and stick to it! It’s better to regret
not buying a car, than to find that you
paid more than what a perfect example
would cost if purchased privately. Since
the commission can be 8 or 10 percent to
the buyer, you need to factor that in, too!
Of course, if you are using financing to
purchase your “dream car,” get that
financing in advance in the form of a let-
ter of credit. This will always be required
in order to bid, but never get it “onsite.”
Shop around to get the best rate and
terms. There are always banks onsite to
“assist” buyers who’ve fallen in love
with a car while at the auction. This is a

great way to spend more that you can
afford in the heat of the moment!

Another piece of advice: Learn about
the make and model of the cars that are
on your “wish list.” Join the proper
clubs, make friends with the owners of
cars you are interested in, and find out
what they are like to own. Study the cars
at auction carefully, ask questions of the
owners and use the knowledge you’ve

gleaned in advance. Many sellers are less
than truthful, or simply don’t know the
answers. Some are dealers who haven’t
owned the car long. I’ve noticed that
many of the cars never had an owner
around them. This means that the cars are
closed, preventing a close inspection of
the interior and engine compartment.
When in doubt, assume there are prob-
lems. My belief is that motivated sellers
or dealers with nothing to hide will be
present or have a representative present
to show the car and answer questions.
It’s too late when the car reaches the
block, and access is very limited then.
Barrett-Jackson is now limiting access to
the block to all but their favorite bidders
and celebrities. Even access to the stag-
ing area is somewhat limited.

One way to really learn about a cer-
tain vintage of cars and specific models
is to take part in judging at Mercedes-
Benz Club of America regional and
national events. I’ve judged at many
regional and national antique car meets
and have attained some valuable knowl-
edge about what’s correct and what’s not.
These cars are usually “the best of the
best,” and I strongly urge anyone to take
part in judging as a learning experience.
I also recommend reading the best books

available about the marque. Another
great source of marque information
comes from factory sales literature,
which is also fun to collect. If all else
fails when auction time comes, surround
yourself with your most knowledgeable
friends and club members. These events
are always more enjoyable when attend-
ed as a group.

Finally, I’d like to point out the one
great benefit (yes, there is
a benefit) of buying a car
at auction. There are a
large number of cars
assembled at one location
by people who are moti-
vated sellers (especially
at Barrett-Jackson due to
the “No Reserve” policy).
The “ins and outs” of
what goes on behind the
scenes would be a great
subject for a book, so I
won’t tackle it here.
Suffice it to say that, even
at B-J, there are sellers
who may bid on their own
cars to protect themselves
or push the price higher.
The danger of this “for-
bidden” practice by (B-J)

is that they may buy back their own car
and be responsible for paying both the
buyer’s and seller’s commissions
…which is about 18 percent at B-
J/Scottsdale). One seller admitted to the
possibility during a discussion about the
auction while inspecting his car (my
friend owns a similar car…..thus the can-
dor). As a Rolls Royce Owner’s Club
friend says, “I may have been born at
night, but I wasn't born last night!”

All in all, the Barrett-Jackson auction
more than exceeded my expectations
from an entertainment standpoint.
During the six-day event (which I attend-
ed on Thursday afternoon and Saturday
all day), more than 1,600 items of auto-
mobilia and almost 1,700 cars were sold.
Not bad for one auction. I hope to return
to Scottsdale some day to spend time vis-
iting the other auctions, some of which
feature greater numbers of cars along my
lines of interest. In the meantime, the
“Must Do” list is the Labor Day Kruse
auction in Auburn, Ind. Besides, it’s a
great excuse to go back to the Auburn-
Cord-Duesenberg Museum for the eighth
or ninth time!

Happy Hunting!

Auction
Continued from page 15

A tour of Frank Lloyd Wright’s “Taliesin West” was a real high point in Tom
McQueen’s trip to Scottsdale.
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The
Trading

Post

Trading Post Advertising Information
Any GWS member may place an ad of up to six lines in length free of charge in the Metro Tri-Star.

Include your name, membership number, address and phone number(s) with area codes on your hand-

printed or typed copy. Personal ads will appear for two issues. Ads should be sent to: Metro Tri-Star, 1307

Warrington Place, Alexandria, VA 22307; telephone (703) 765-9405; or e-mail: janetmcfarland@earthlink.

net.

Non members may submit a single personal ad for $45. For business ad rates, contact Janet

McFarland at the same number.

We will print a photograph (from color or black and white original or from high-resolution digital image)

with your ad for $20. If you would like the photo returned, enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope.

All checks should be made payable to: GWS-MBCA. Advertising copy must be received by the 10th of

the month preceding publication or the ad will appear in the following issue. The editor of the Metro Tri-
Star shall have sole discretion in determining ad acceptability.

CLK500, 2006: Alabaster white on stone with a blue top.

4,000 miles. Extras include wood wheel, ventilated/heated

multi-contour seats, premium package/6-CD changer, DVD

Comm Navigation and keyless go. New MSRP for this con-

vertible is $69,115. Contact Steve at (754) 214-0900, or e-

mail carguyinpalmcity@yahoo.com.

R350, 2006: Black/black. 12K miles. MB employee lease

vehicle. That means you can have it for my price. Lease

until 4/2009 for $430/mo. or buy it for my payoff price,

$41,702.65. Vehicle has parktronic, Sirius, heated front

seats and premium package 1 (Harman/Kardon stereo, rear

audio controls, 6-disc changer, panoramic roof, rear fold-

out windows, power tailgate and navigation). Contact John

at (301) 693-4930, or e-mail johnhef@comcast.net.

SLK 350, 2005: Silver/black. 16,500 miles and still under

warranty. Rare SLK350 with manual transmission and sport

suspension. Options includes premium pkg, comfort pkg

and heating pkg. Enjoy a convertible year long with the hard

top, heated seats and airscarf. The car is in excellent condi-

tion inside and out. It has been very well maintained and

always hand washed. Selling car to accommodate a growing

family. Asking price $36,500. Contact Alexandre at (703)

618 6945.

E500, 1994: Brilliant silver metallic (744)/black (271).

58,000 miles. Own the legendary 322hp V8 hand built in

conjunction with Porsche. One of only 374 brought to the

U.S. in 1994.  Model profiled in The Star magazine (Nov-

Dec 2005). Always garaged, never raced, all original. Fully

equipped, silky paint, unblemished wheels, and stunning

hand-sewn interior with rear buckets. All records including

original window sticker. New ignition control module.

$32,500. Contact Walter at (301) 370-2990, or e-mail wal-

terwray@comcast.net.

300CE, 1988: Black/gray interior. Near-showroom condi-

tion. 89,000 miles, new brakes, new master brake cylinder,

new M-B floor mats, heated seats, cold A/C. Runs and

drives like brand new. Stunning car, always cared for prop-

erly. Always garaged and covered. Everything works, needs

absolutely nothing. Asking $6,900. Call John at (703) 768-

1073; cell phone (571) 215-4667; or e-mail

dtailer2@aol.com.

240D, 1979: Burgundy/camel. Manual, sunroof, roll- up

windows. Car has 236k but replacement engine only 140k.

Engine, clutch, tires, etc., done in 2006. Over $6K in

receipts. Lost interest. Asking $3K. David @ 410-956-6421

or email@fishskipl@ aol.com

Set of 5 OEM wheels and tires from 1998 E320 (W210).

Wheels: 16x7.5, ET41, 5x112 bolt pattern. Four wheels

have curb rash and dings; one, which was the spare, is in

good condition. Tires: 4 Kumhos with less than 1/8" tread,

and 1 Michelin MXV4 with 1/4" tread. Perfect wheels for

winter or autocrossing. Pick up only. Asking $50. Contact

Lawrence at (571) 278-1100, or e-mail lcheng911@

yahoo.com.

Set of 4 205/60x15 Michelin Energy MXV4 Plus tires in

very good condition. Less than 10,000 easy driven miles.

Minimal, yet even wear; no scuffs, repairs, etc. Will fit most

124 series and other MB models. Asking $195. Pick up

only. Local delivery negotiable. Contact Chris at (301) 379-

9997, or e-mail stonegrey58@ aol.com.

Alloy Wheels and Tires: Near perfect 17-in (7-spoke) orig-

inal wheels with Michelin Pilot Sport 245/45 x 17 tires

mounted on them. Removed from 2003 SL500, approx

13,500 miles on them before I upgraded to 18-inch

wheels/tires. $800 for the set of four. Call Dave at (703)

924-2867, or e-mail davidjestine@cox.net.

Car Cover: Slightly used car cover used for a 1987 300TD

(station wagon). $59. Call Andy at (703) 799-7533 (Mt.

Vernon, Va.).
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Please let us know if you have sold
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High
Gear

D
uring the ’20s and ’30s, the

Mercedes marque was intimately

associated with custom coachwork.

Folks who ordered a high-end starship

invariably selected a bespoke carrossier to

execute an original body design on an

engine and chassis platform from

Mercedes-Benz.

Renowned German coachbuilders

included Erdmann &  Rossi, Karmann,

Wendler, Baur and other smaller opera-

tions. The French firms of  Saotchik,

Gangloff as well as  Figoni & Falaschi also

built some fabulous bodies for Mercedes

motorcars. Some Stuttgart cars destined

for Great Britain were bodied by the well

known English houses of Gurney Nutting

and Freestone & Webb. Extravagant

American bodies by Murphy of Pasadena,

California, or more conservative designs

by Durham of Rosemont, Pennsylvania,

occasionally found their way onto

Schwabian mechanicals as well.

Back then, Mercedes actually opened its

own, in-house, coach-building salon.

Some of the  most fashionable super-

charged autobahn cruisers of the period

carry the exclusive “Sindelfingen

Karosserien Werke” badge.

Across Europe, the drab egalitarianism

of the postwar era spelled the downfall of

custom automotive coachwork. Further -

more, the change over to unit body mono-

coque construction made custom work

problematic. By and large, it was only in

Italy that hand-built aluminum bodies con-

tinued for a time to be fabricated for sports

and grand touring machinery. I have actu-

ally seen two Bertone-built Mercedes

models: a 1956 300 coupe and a 1963

230SL. Both have been on display at the

Pebble Beach  Concours d’Elegance in

past years. But with a handful of excep-

tions, all postwar Mercedes, even those

that were largely hand-crafted, were series

built.

Well, the lean old days are long gone on

the European continent. And the happy

dream of a universal middle class society,

conceived during the Eisenhower years,

has been dashed on the hard rock of glob-

alization. On both sides of the Atlantic and

around the Pacific rim, there is a large,

brash and self assured upper class, eager to

assert its ascendancy. Surely the conspicu-

ous consumption epitomized by custom

automotive coachwork could not fail to

reemerge. And so it has.

In a world of rampant government regu-

lation, the automotive industry is no longer

the free wheeling domain of independent

designers and craftsmen who might fabri-

cate their own creations on proprietary

mechanicals and market them to the  pub-

lic. Today’s custom work must, of regula-

tory necessity, be confined to  refinement

of completed motorcars, which have

already been duly certified by governmen-

tal authorities. Today’s custom coach-

builders go by the name of “tuners.”

Companies like Brabus, Carlsson and

Lorinser modify Mercedes automobiles to

their customers’ specifications. These

modifications can be either cosmetic,

mechanical or both. This allows today’s

oligarchs to enjoy an exclusivity akin to

that attained by the storied patrons of

LeBaron, Glaeser, Touring or James Young

of old.

And just as in the ’30s, Mercedes has

established its own in-house tuner, AMG.

Like the old Sindelfingen Karosserien

Werke, AMG produces tuned and tweaked

autobahn cruisers for today’s carriage

trade. Both a conveyance and a statement,

these modified vehicles allow those with

the scratch to address the eternal itch of

personalized self expression. So we once

again affirm the old saw, “the more  things

change, the more things stay the same.”

The limited supply of wonderful old

custom built classics of the prewar era

spawned the classic car restoration indus-

try of today. In the year 2050, will the

green at Pebble Beach be graced by vin-

tage Carlsson starships, classic BMW

Alpinas and old-timer Hammer Porsches?

…Well only if some  genius will figure out

a way to restore hopelessly delaminated

polymers and rejuvenate fried, short-cir-

cuited black boxes!

— John Kuhn Bleimaier

by
John Kuhn
Bleimaier
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Concours Judging School
Saturday, April 19, 2008

Vehicle Preparation Center

Baltimore, Md.

O
ne of the distinguishing charac-
teristics of Mercedes-Benz auto-
mobiles is the marque’s long his-

tory of engineering excellence. Each
generation of Mercedes-Benz automo-
biles usually contains a number of
“firsts” in terms of performance, safety,
longevity and comfort, that other
automakers seek to emulate in their com-
peting offerings. Thus, for a fan of
Mercedes-Benz, the concours events rep-
resent not just an opportunity to view
spectacularly preserved and immaculate-
ly clean automobiles, but also to see the
long, distinguished history of Mercedes-
Benz engineering innovations through-
out the decades in a very tangible way.

Judging these events is fun because
you get an unprecedented opportunity to
get even more “up close and personal”
with many rare and historically signifi-
cant automobiles. This was certainly my
motivation to get involved with the GWS
concours program. The camaraderie of
showing your car is also rewarding, as
those who painstakingly prepare their
cars for concours are uniquely situated to
appreciate the efforts of their fellow
competitors and enthusiasts.

However, for many people a concours
can be  a somewhat intimidating proposi-
tion. For those people who have thought
about judging, you might be tempted to
get involved, but are hesitant, asking
yourself if you are qualified to judge
other people’s cars. I know this thought
certainly entered my mind. For other
people who are interested in showing
their cars at upcoming club events, it can
be intimidating as well to volunteer to
have your “pride and joy” scoured for
defects with a fine-tooth comb.

Well, for those people who are inter-
ested in concours events, the GWS,
always seeking new ways to serve the
membership, has a solution. We are very
excited to announce that our new, incom-
ing MBCA President, Pete Lesler, will be
teaching a concours judging school on
Saturday, April 19, 2008. So please mark
your calendars and plan to attend. Pete
will give a comprehensive presentation
on all aspects of concours judging. For
members interested in judging, Pete will
give you all the information you need to
judge like an expert. For members inter-
ested in showing their cars, Pete’s school
will show you what the judges will be
looking for, and allow you to prepare
your car accordingly!

Moreover, we are also very happy to
announce that MBUSA has been gra-
cious enough to host the judging school
at the new, improved Vehicle Preparation
Center in Baltimore. Special thanks to

Baltimore VPC Manager Ted Boudalis,
who did not hesitate to open the VPC’s
doors to the club on that day. For us true
Mercedes-Benz junkies, seeing so many
new Mercedes-Benz vehicles in one
place is similar to the sensation of being
a kid on Christmas morning.  

In order to have a successful judging
school, it would be very helpful for peo-
ple to register as soon as possible.
Registration is $20 per person. We are
asking people to indicate the car they
will be driving to the event as well,
because in order to have a successful
judging school, we will need to have a
good turnout of “judging subjects,” as it
will not do us much good to judge the
brand-new cars at the VPC! So, to the
extent that people attending the school
have an older Mercedes-Benz vehicle
that they could bring with them, that
would be extremely helpful. Please fill
out the registration form on page 22 or
visit the GWS Web site (www.gws-
mbca.org) for registration details for
both you and your car. Also, please check
the GWS Web site in coming days and
weeks (it should already be listed in your
“Favorites”!), as we will update it to post
the class start time (we anticipate late
morning), as well as include directions to
the VPC. If you have any questions,
please contact me, Ray Lombardo, at
(301) 388-0141.

—Ray Lombardo

Upcoming Events

Tri-O-Rama 2008
October 25-28, 2008

Millville, New Jersey

O
n Saturday, February 9, four members of the Greater
Washington Section traveled to Millville, N.J. to meet
with members of the South Jersey and Western Reserve

Sections to begin planning Tri-O-Rama 2008. Rob Fini of the
South Jersey Section is serving as Tri-O-Rama Chairman. Tri-
O-Rama 2008 will be held in October of this year in Millville.

In attendance at the meeting was Jim Volpe, director of
Motorsports Activities for Thunderbolt Raceway, part of the
New Jersey Motorsports Park, which is currently under con-
struction. Jim presented the current development plans for the
New Jersey Motorsports Park, which include two (2) separate
world-class road courses, a first-class karting circuit, numerous
amenities and a clubhouse.

The track events of Tri-O-Rama 2008 will be held on the 1.9
mile Lightning track. This 10-turn circuit will feature a 15
degree banked turn into a 2,500 foot straightaway and dramat-
ic elevation changes. Amenities will include a  20-acre paddock
area with a 4-acre skid pad and autocross area, concession
areas, timing towers and school and drivers meeting room

facilities. GWS Driving Events Chairman Joe Wozney has gra-
ciously volunteered to lend his expertise as the driving events
subcommittee chair.

The host hotel for the event will be the Country Inn & Suites
in Millville, located in the historic Wheaton Village. The hotel
offers complimentary continental breakfast and features The
Paper Waiter restaurant and lounge. The Country Inn is adja-
cent to the Wheaton Arts and Cultural Center site of the
Concours d’Elegance.  This arts village pays homage to the his-
tory of glassmaking in the United States and features glass
blowing artisans, a glass museum and numerous shops and gal-
leries. Meeting attendees were given a short tour of the village
and found it to be both charming and informative. It will sure-
ly be a hit for both driving and non-driving Tri-O-Rama partic-
ipants.

The GWS will assist the South Jersey Section with market-
ing, publicity and other event logistics as well as helping to
ensure a strong turnout from Greater Washington Section mem-
bers.

Millville, N.J. is located approximately 21⁄2 hours from
Washington, D.C. It is a historic town with a delightful main
street and arts district, conveniently located between
Philadelphia and Atlantic City. It promises to be a wonderful
location for Tri-O-Rama 2008! Stay tuned for more info.
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Deutsche Marque Concours d’Elegance
Sunday, May 4 2008 — 12-5 p.m.

Nottoway Park, Vienna, Va.

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________

Member’s M-B number: __________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number:__________________________________________________________________________

E-Mail Address:__________________________________________________________________________

Mercedes-Benz Model and Year: ____________________________________________________________

Concours Class:  � Street          � Display

Additional M-B Model and Year: ____________________________________________________________

Concours Class:  � Street          � Display

Additional M-B Model and Year: ____________________________________________________________

Concours Class:  � Street          � Display

$25 for each car entered.............................................................. $_________

$35 for each car entered (after April 26 or on-site)...................... $_________

Additional Wine and Cheese Reception Tickets ($10 each)........ $_________

(registration includes on ticket for the Wine and Cheese Reception)

Total .............................................................................................. $_________

Send this completed form along with a check (made payable to GWS-MBCA) to:
Ray Lombardo

2316 Hidden Valley Lane
Silver Spring, MD 20904-5270

There is no charge
for spectators.
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Detailing — Lecture and Workshop
Saturday, March 15, 2008 — 12-5 p.m.
American Service Center, Arlington, Va.

Name(s) of those attending: ________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Member’s MB number: ____________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number:__________________________________________________________________________

E-Mail Address:__________________________________________________________________________

Please indicate number of attendees:

Number for lecture only ____ x $15 = $______

Number for workshop (includes lecture) ____ x $50 = $______

Number of passengers (over 18) for workshop ____ x $15 = $______

Total $ _________

Send this completed form along with a check (made payable to GWS-MBCA) to:
Eric Wagner

18 West Uhler Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22301

Concours Judging School
Saturday, April 19 2008 — 12-5 p.m.

Mercedes-Benz Vehicle Preparation Center, Baltimore, Md.

Name(s) of those attending: ________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Member’s MB number: ____________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number:__________________________________________________________________________

E-Mail Address:__________________________________________________________________________

Total ($20 per person) $ _________

Year and model of car you are bringing ______________________________________________________

Send this completed form along with a check (made payable to GWS-MBCA) to:
Ray Lombardo

2316 Hidden Valley Lane
Silver Spring, MD 20904-5270
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