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Those attending the tour of the Vehicle Preparation Center (VPC) in Baltimore, Md., pose

in front of one of four Unimogs used to plow snow from the 12,000-space parking area.

Be sure to check out the

next issue of The Star

magazine (our national

club magazine) for an in-

depth review of StarTech

2007, complete with

color photos.

Also, note that this issue

of the Metro Tri-Star is

on line and in color at

www.gws-mbca.org.

StarTech 2007: A Great Event!

F
ollowing the National Board
Meeting of the Mercedes-Benz
Club of America (MBCA) May

15-17, which took place at the Hyatt
Regency Hotel in Reston, Va., the
Greater Washington Section (GWS)
hosted StarTech 2007, the club’s premier
national technical event.

Attendees came from all over the
country and Canada. Some flew in while
many others drove an assortment of
incredible cars—vintage, modified and
late models. A special treat was the not-
yet-released 2008 C350 that Valentine
O’Connor drove down from MBUSA
headquarters. And the SLR McLaren
Christal Waddy (of Roadblock
Protective Systems) brought was clearly
a crowd favorite.

Another novelty was when Clifford
Floeck from Houston’s Lone Star
Section drove his Peterbuilt and Great
Dane trailer up from Texas to show off
the new membership advertising banner
that has been wrapped around his trailer.
This tractor trailer is now rolling all
around the U.S. showing off MBCA and
encouraging people to join the club.

A swap meet was held Friday morn-
ing, where club members were buying
and selling literature, posters, tools and

parts.
After lunch (sponsored by GWS and

Radial Tire Co. of Silver Spring, Md.),
the seminars started.

StarTech 2007 truly managed to cap-
tivate the interests of a wide range of
enthusiasts, from classic model to late
model owners, from high-dollar value
cars to high sentimental-value cars and
from hands-on weekend warriors to
more cautious drivers who wanted to
gain a better understanding of their cars’
peculiarities.

The next issue of The Star magazine
(our national club magazine) will have a
more in-depth look at StarTech 2007—the
specific seminars,  knowledgeable speak-
ers and lots of photographs.

During the day, people could wander
through the vendor room, which was the
place to get the latest information from
companies such as Bridgestone (another
sponsor), MBUSA, German Auto Tours,
190 SL Group, Cookie Lee Jewelry,
Frontguard Protection Systems, Becker
North America, Radial Tire, Leatherique
and Emmons Coachworks.

Additionally, GWS organized a num-
ber of tours showing off some of the
attractions of the Washington area as

Continued on page 16
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July 8 Autocross #4 
Winchester, Va.

July 21 DIY/Tech Session
Curry’s, Great Falls/Reston
(see p. 8)

Aug. 4-5 Drivers’ School
Summit Point, W. Va. 

Aug. 12 Autocross #5
Winchester, Va.

Aug. 18 DIY
American Service Center
Arlington, Va. (see p. 8)

Aug. 19 Mid-Atlantic Picnic and
Concours d’Elegance 
(see p. 5)

Aug. 23 GWS Board Meeting

Sept. 9 Autocross #6
Winchester, Va.

Sept. 14-18 Tri-O-Rama
Summit Point, W.Va.

Oct. 7 Autocross #7
Winchester, Va.

Oct. 13 Tour of Automotive Metal
Performance, Williamsport,
Md. (see p. 5)

Oct. 21 GWS Annual Meeting

Nov. 4 Autocross #8
Winchester, Va.

Dec. 2 New Members’ Reception

There are many more events planned and
more exact dates and times to be
announced. Be sure to check the Web site
(www.gws-mbca.org) for more informa-
tion along with the latest updates and
additions. 

Regional, National and Other Events

Sept. 29 6th Annual Classics at Lee
Hall, Newport News, Va.
(Open to all makes, models
and years)
Check out the Web site at
www.leehall.org
Contact: Colin Romanick at
(757) 247-8523, or e-mail
aromanick@nngov.com
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Calendar of Events
Greater Washington Section Events 2007

Next Month in the Metro Tri-Star
The next issue of the Metro Tri-Star will include an article about the

driving school held June 14-15 at VIR and a review by GWS President Bill

Hopper of the Bridgestone Potenza RE01 R Compound tire as well as his

experiences driving the R Class. We also will hear from Paul Vandenberg

on his drive to Holland, Mich. for the tulip festival.

Raffles
MBCA raffle flyers were mailed to all members of the club at the end

of March. The drawing was held June 8—and one of our own GWS mem-
bers was a winner. William Benson received the fourth place award,
$5,000 (the cash equivalent to two German trip registrations).

At StarTech’s Demonstration Day, sponsored by Bridgestone Tires,
GWS member Barrie Gochman was the recipient of a set of Bridgestone
tires that were raffled off. Colin Jevens, an instructor at the Summit Point
Raceway event, won an additional set of tires from Bridgestone!

Congratulations to all!

Trip to Germany
The Mercedez-Benz Club of America (MBCA) is offering one trip to

Germany in 2007. It will start on Monday, October 1. For more details,
check out the Web site at:

http://www.mbca.org/pages/german_trip/Trip1.htm

Moving? New Address?
If you are moving or have a new address, don’t contact the Metro Tri-

Star. Send your changes to: MBCA, 1907 Lelaray Street, Colorado
Springs, CO 80909; or call the office at 1-800-637-2360.
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Friends–Without Them, We Would Be Lost!
From the
President W

ithout friends, where would we all
be? The Mercedes-Benz Club is
this great collection of friends,

and after hosting StarTech 2007, I am think-
ing of all the GWS friends that stepped up
and helped to make the event a success.
Friends of long standing (we try not use the
word “old”), new friends, as well as the
development of future friends: the Greater
Washington Section could not have carried
out this event without them.

GWS is known for holding top-notch
events, ones that become the model for
other MBCA events—Starfest and Tri-O-
Rama come to mind. But to make those
events work for an organization like the
Mercedes-Benz Club of America, it takes a
lot of volunteer effort. StarTech 2007 was a
most successful event because of all of
those who gave of themselves so that fellow
MBCA members would have a good time
celebrating the automobile that we all love.

Let’s start with those who are part of
GWS: a long list of Officers, Board
Members and Committee Chairs, as well as
regular event participants, too—names
known to many who have been around the
club awhile, like Deborah and Klaus Hirtes,
Janet McFarland, Eric Wagner, Joe and
Bobbie Wozney, Jim Glenn, Robby
Ackerman, Greg Magnus. Others like Jim
Smith, Steve Walters, Pete and Barrie
Gochman and Angie Bracht all stepped up
and took some part of the event as their own
to help attendees enjoy this celebration. 

There were GWS members who raised
their hands and said, let me help you out.
Craig Gildner brought his ’40s swing band,
Blue Sky 5, into the mix as the banquet
entertainment. GWS member John Sokol of
Gallo Wine provided libations for the bus
ride to the Vehicle Preparation Center and
the hospitality suite. Michael Wirt offered
his company, Phillips Foods’ corporate
headquarters (and kitchens), so that mem-
bers could enjoy some terrific crab cakes
during their visit. Gary Powers provided a
special Washington Spy Tour for attendees
not so interested in automobiles. Mark
Zetlin and Stan Rodia of American Service
Center (ASC) offered support for whatever
we needed by providing event vehicles. And
an ASC employee even sent out their own
personal car to be used as a demonstration
vehicle.

Speakers freely gave of themselves, too.
Christal Waddy of Roadblock Protection
Systems spoke at the StarTech 2007 ladies
tea, Greg Zilverfarb talked about bio-diesel,

MBCA National Board Member Charlie
Boyd gave a most raved-about seminar on
restoration on a budget, while MBCA
Technical Director, George Murphy spoke
on Mercedes-Benz maintenance. Bruce
Adams offered lots of useful tips on welding
and metal work with vintage vehicles.
Hartmut Feyhl of Renntech, Inc. offered
insights into the aftermarket products
world. Rod Kraft demonstrated Meguiars
products and gave tips on detailing. Pete
Lesler showed off his love for the
Mercedes-Benz in his seminar on mechani-
cal fuel injection. Gernold Nisius of SL
Tech came down from Maine to share his
expertise on classic SLs. John Olson of the
SL Market Letter shared some secrets on the
car hobby. Jim Villers from the Virginia
Section talked about drivability of older
Mercedes-Benz automobiles.

And where would any national event be
without sponsors? Mercedes-Benz USA,
the title sponsor, sent three great speakers,
Will Vetter to talk on tools and technology,
Tommy Hanson from California to talk
about the resources of the Classic Center,
and Rasheq Zarif to talk about the new
diesel Mercedes-Benz engines. Neil Nelson
with Frontguard Protection Systems was
one of the first to sign up as a sponsor for
the event. Sam Fisher of Radial Tire Co., a
long-time GWS sponsor, was there to pro-
vide tire information as well as goodies to
attendees. And Bridgestone Tires supported
the event and the day at Summit Point
Raceway as well as providing several sets
of Bridgestone and Potenza Tires for atten-
dees to try. MBUSA, our title sponsor, pro-
vided gifts, speakers, funding and lots of
other support.

Vendors such as Leatherique with
George and Kristi Pavlosko, and Larry
Emmons of Emmons Coachworks, long-
time MBCA supporters, came and showed
off their products. Both provided hands-on
seminars and also participated as vendors,
showing attendees their top-notch products
for keeping your Mercedes-Benz perfect.
Tom Mitchell of Becker Auto Sound came
out to answer questions and provide techni-
cal information on Mercedes-Benz radios.
Kristin McIntyre of Cookie Lee Jewelry
provided a respite from car products and
services with something special for the
ladies while Douglas deBoard, the
Tourmeister of German Auto Tours, showed
attendees how to celebrate great cars while
on vacation.

Bill Hopper

Continued on page 9
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GWS Picnic and Mid-Atlantic Concours d’Elegance
When: Sunday, August 19

(Rain date is August 26)
Where:12716 Split Creek Ct.  

North Potomac, MD

T
he highlight of the club year is

our annual picnic and concours

d’élegance. This year, GWS

members Steve and Barbara Newby

have once again offered to open the

grounds of their lovely estate in North

Potomac for this event.

The cost for the picnic is $15 per

person. The cost at the gate will be

$20. Please be sure to complete and

submit your registration form (on page

13) so we will know how many cars to

expect and how much food to order.

There is no fee to enter the concours

d’élegance. Members with cars entered

in the concours should plan to arrive

between 9 and 10 a.m. Cars entered in

the Street and Show classes will start to

be judged at 11 a.m. (Judging for Show

class cars will include the undercar-

riage.)

But you don’t have to have a perfect

car because we also will have a clean

car/display class. Cars in this group

will not be judged—rather, those

attending the picnic will vote for their

favorites. All you need do to partici-

pate in the display class is wash your

car and bring it out!

Whether it’s the beautiful assort-

ment of automobiles on display, the

delicious bratwurst, German beer and

wine available for lunch, the refreshing

swimming pool, or just relaxing on the

lush lawn of Steve and Barbara

Newby’s estate, this is a great event for

the whole family.

As has been the custom over the

years, we also will hold a silent auction

with proceeds going to The Hospital

for Sick Children and Children’s

Hospital. Local and national merchants

are contributing items for this worthy

cause, and we ask that you contribute a

“treasure” as well (no white elephants,

please). All items will be sold to the

highest bidder.

If you've reached a five-year multi-

ple (5, 10, 20, etc.) anniversary as a

club member, the picnic is one of only

two events remaining this year at

which you can claim your membership

anniversary pin.

For questions or information about

the picnic, please contact Jim Glenn at

(703) 360-1669, or e-mail jrglenn@

erols.com.

DIRECTIONS

From I-495 N/Baltimore/Bethesda:

� Take the exit for MD-190/River

Road toward Washington/Potomac

(0.2 mi);

� Take the exit for River Road/MD-

190 West toward Potomac (0.2 mi);

� Keep right at the fork to continue

toward MD-190 West/River Road;

� Merge onto MD-190 West/River

Road (7.0 mi - 15 min)

� Turn right at Stoney Creek Rd (1.`5

mi - 3 min);

� Turn right at Travilah (1.0 mi - 3

min);

� Turn left at Split Creek Ct. (0.3 mi)

Please fill out the registration form on
page 16.

Upcoming Events

M
arque enthusiasts and those who like to see beauti-
ful cars being reborn should join us on Saturday,
Oct. 13 for a tour of the facilities at Automotive

Metal Performance (AMP) in Williamsport, Md.
Plan to arrive there at 10 a.m. for a two-hour tour of the

restoration shop. AMP is one of our advertisers (see page 9),
whose company name has been synonymous with high qual-
ity and integrity in coach building since 1980. Their full
restoration costs have ranged from $20,000-$120,000.

After our tour of Andy Paza’s restoration facilities, we

will enjoy German fare in nearby Hagerstown, Md. at
Schmankerl Stub.

So bring your interest in automotive restoration as well as
a healthy appetite.

Additional information, including driving directions
(which will include some scenic routes), along with the cost
of the lunch and the registration form, will be listed in a
future issue of the Metro Tri-Star. If you have any questions,
contact our social chairman, Jim Glenn, at (703) 360-1669,
or e-mail him at jrglenn@erols.com.

Tour of AMP
Saturday, October 13, 2007 — Williamsport, Md.

Meet at 10 a.m.

There will be some

beautiful cars at the

GWS picnic and Mid-

Atlantic concours

—maybe not quite like

this SLR McLaren,

which GWS Vice

President Eric Wagner

tried out at StarTech

2007. It was brought

to the event by Christal

Waddy of Roadblock

Protective Systems.



6 July 2007

pylon
alley W

ell, although it’s listed
as Autocross #2, it real-
ly is Autocross #1 if

you’re counting. If you remember
April—the spring month we did-
n’t have—you’ll recollect that it
poured and we canceled. That
event will be rescheduled for the
fall.

And, May… Well, May was
strange, too. There was a special
event every weekend: The
Deutsche Marque, Mother’s Day,
StarTech 2007. That left us with
Memorial Day weekend to go parking lot rac-
ing. In spite of the holiday, 31 dedicated driv-
ers showed up.

In the classic Mercedes class, Klaus Hirtes
put away Hans O’Malley and Eric Wagner
with a wider margin than he’s used to. Hans
had dropped down to his much older car—the
1965 Finback—and was having some pump
problems. And, Eric… Well, Eric needed
another 50 horsepower.

In the ladies’ classics, Deborah Hirtes ran
unopposed, as Hans had once again left his
mate, Greta, without a car—make that a run-
ning car. Deborah was less than second off
Klaus’ best time—a great run for her—and
took Fastest Ladies Mercedes Time of Day.

Bill Stewart had a fantastic series of runs
and had the third best time of the day and
Fastest Mercedes Time of Day—not bad for a
21-year-old four-banger!

Ben Weber walked away with the 190E/C-
Class group beating Bill Hopper by more than
three seconds. A couple of ticks back were
Andrew and Dave Thompson. Both turned in
admirable times for rookies. Another rookie
was Grant Hill who has not yet done a lot of
driving but had a great day in Bill’s car.

We have our first oil burner of the year!
John Reames, who loved the April Defensive

Driving School, ran his first autocross in his
1999 E300D. Let’s hope we see more diesel
folks out before too long.

Barrie Gochman can drive both the Miata
and the STi. This time, in the Subaru, she
handily won the Ladies Fastest Time of Day
and the women’s class index by a comfortable
cushion. Sharon Payne and her trusty Saab
were second. Newcomer Susan Gogos took
some convincing to try her first autocross—
and try she did, finishing with a very
respectable time. I think she had fun, too!

Pete Gochman had an incredible sub-50
second run and a more than two-second gap to
take Fastest Time of Day. However, with the
index, Pete barely eked out a 9 one-thou-
sandths victory over John Brubaker in his VW
R32. That’s close!

John Jens took third in his VW GTI—a bit
more than a second behind Brubaker. Mike
Wirt and his “new” Porsche Cayman was
fourth. Greg Knoll in Mike’s “other car”—the
Audi S4—was just a tenth back. Mike only
buys quick cars!

Brett Hack was only two ticks slower in his
Miata for a solid sixth. Bob Robinson in his
Corvette Z06—hampered by that horrendous
SS index—was another two-tenths back and
rounded out the top seven.

The makeup event will
be scheduled as soon as
possible. Watch for the
date and mark it on your
calendar.

by
Joe Wozney

Autocross #2

Susan Gogos just “came to watch.” But once she tried autocross-

ing, she really enjoyed herself.

Bill Stewart had fastest time

of day in a Mercedes.
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Photo by Deborah Hirtes



MERCEDES-BENZ

DRIVER                       YR/MODEL          BEST TIME   POINTS

Hirtes, Deborah* 67 230SL 57.656 10 

O'Malley, Greta 65 220SEb DNS 0 

Hirtes, Klaus 67 230SL 56.768 10 

O'Malley, Hans 65 220SEb 60.86 9 

Wagner, Eric 82 200 63.36 8 

Stewart, Bill** 86 190E 2.3-16 52.594 10 

Reames, John 99 E300D Tur. 62.917 10 

Weber, Ben 86 190E 2.6 54.708 10 

Hopper, Bill 97 C280 58.489 9 

Thompson, Andrew 97 C280 60.321 8 

Thompson, Dave 97 C280 61.741 7 

Hill, Grant 97 C280 69.806 6 

OTHER MARQUES

DRIVER YR/MODEL BEST CLASS INDEX INDEX POINTS
TIME TIME

Gochman, Barrie*** 06 Subaru Impreza WRX STi 55.264 STU 0.821 45.372 10 

Payne, Sharon 99 Saab Viggen 59.537 GSL 0.803 47.808 9 

Gogos, Susan 03 BMW 330i 60.569 DSL 0.804 48.697 8 

Gochman, Pete**** 05 Honda S2000 49.940 AS 0.838 41.850 10 

Brubaker, John 04 VW R32 52.064 DS 0.804 41.859 9 

Jens, John 06 VW GTI 53.792 GS 0.803 43.195 8 

Wirt, Mike 07 Porsche Cayman 52.623 AS 0.838 44.098 7 

Knoll, Greg 00 Audi Quattro 54.969 DS 0.804 44.195 6 

Hack, Brett 90 Mazda Miata 55.147 STS2 0.806 44.448 5 

Robinson, Bob 03 Corvette Z06 52.666 SS 0.848 44.661 4 

Campana, Ernest 92 Honda Civic 52.615 SM 0.856 45.038 3 

Fleming, Tim 05 Chrysler Crossfire 56.469 DS 0.804 45.401 2 

Mummert, Ron 93 Nissan 240SX 58.083 GS 0.803 46.641 1 

Robinson, John 06 Subaru Outback 59.146 HS 0.789 46.666 1 

Mitchell, Steve 00 Porsche Boxster 55.943 AS 0.838 46.880 1 

Kallam, Michael 06 Dodge Charger 57.564 STU 0.821 47.260 1 

Campana, Rinaldo 92 Honda Civic 55.792 SM 0.856 47.758 1 

Rochelle, Paul 03 Honda Civic 59.686 STS 0.805 48.047 1 

Zint, Matthew 05 VW Jetta TDI 61.702 HS 0.789 48.683 1 

Metro Tri-Star 7

Results: Autocross #2

* Ladies Fastest Time of Day in a 
Mercedes

** Men’s Fastest Time of Day in a 
Mercedes 

*** Ladies Fastest Time of Day
**** Fastest Time of Day
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Upcoming Events

On Saturday and Sunday, Aug.

4 –5, we will hold a High
Performance Driver Education

event at Summit Point Raceway in
Summit Point, West Virginia. If you
can’t come for both days, at least come
for one. Experienced and novice driv-
ers are welcome to attend this event—
even those of you with no previous
track or performance driving experi-
ence. Trained instructors will be on
hand both days to teach you about han-
dling, turn-in points and proper turn-
ing, braking, apexes, track-out points
and more. These are all lessons and
techniques that will make you a better
driver on the street. And no one,
absolutely no one, will force you to
drive any faster than your comfort
zone allows. We want you to progress
at your own pace.

This year we’ll be on the
Shenandoah Circuit for the second
time. From the Summit Point Web site:
“At variable lengths ranging between

1.68 and 2.2 miles, the Shenandoah
Circuit is a no-holds-barred technical
challenge that will take years to master.
Sporting a dimensional replica of Der
Nürburgring at 20-degree banking,
camber changes (including negative)
incorporated with decreasing radius
corners positioned on vertical drops,
the Shenandoah Circuit is the odds-on
favorite to be the most technical track
in the country.”

You can drive any car you wish, as
long as it has $100,000 liability cover-
age and passes a mandatory tech
inspection. (Convertibles require a roll
bar, pop-up roll bar or a hard top.) All
cars must be inspected before the event
at a dealer or independent shop, and
you must bring the signed or stamped
safety inspection sheet to the event!
The registration and safety tech inspec-
tion forms are available on the club’s
Web site (www.gws-mbca.org).

Rates for the event are only $350
for both days or $190 for one day.

Summit Point’s own track days (Friday
At The Track) cost $225, so you save
$35 for one day and $100 for two days!
Good news! We now accept PayPal. If
you register on the Web site, there is a
link for PayPal payment. Registration
after July 15 and at the track will be
$395 for two days and $225 for one
day. To ensure we have small groups
on the track, this event is limited to 100
drivers. So don’t wait to sign up!

Optional hotel arrangements have
been made with the Shoney’s Inn in
Winchester for Friday and Saturday at
a special club rate of $50 plus tax. The
rooms will be held until July 17. Call
them now at (540) 665-1700 and tell
them you’re with the Mercedes-Benz
Club. The reservation codes are MERC
or MERC1.  Shoney’s is only 15 min-
utes from the track.

For registration information, con-
tact Joe Wozney at (703) 437-7866, or
e-mail him at JoeWozney@aol.com

High Performance Driver Education
August 4-5, 2007 — Summit Point Raceway

Curry’s Auto Service
Saturday, July 21

C
urry’s Auto Service is hosting a
DIY tech session and tech
inspection for GWS members

on July 21 at their Great Falls/Reston
location (www.currysauto.com/vien-
na.htm). This is a good opportunity to
get your car inspected ahead of the
Performance Driving School event at
Summit Point on Aug. 4-5.

The DIY/tech inspections will be
held bright and early on Saturday, July
21, rain or shine. Mark your calendar
now and start putting together your to-
do list. Participants can expect a rea-
sonable limit on the lift and still give
others a chance to enjoy Curry’s hospi-
tality, too. Tasks beyond fluid changes
require prior approval of the Tech
Chair. If you have questions—or to
sign up—please contact Dave
Thompson at jdt@ashtonlabs.com

The event fee is $15 per person.

American Service Center
Saturday, August 18

A
merican Service Center (ASC)
in Arlington is again hosting a
GWS Mercedes-Benz Do-It-

Yourself (DIY) Tech Session on
August 18. This is a chance to work on
your car in a no-fail professional envi-
ronment.

You will have an opportunity to put
your car up on a lift and get expert
advice and tips from ASC’s knowl-
edgeable and experienced Mercedes-
Benz technicians. As an added bonus,
there is a well-stocked parts depart-
ment just a few steps away. ASC is
offering us a 10 percent discount on
parts that are ordered ahead of time and
paid for by check or cash. In any case,
call ahead to make sure they have the
parts you will need. The ASC Parts
Department’s phone number is (703)
284-2420. 

So...mark your calendar and send in

your registration form (page 11). You
will have between two and four hours
to complete your work, depending on
the number of members who attend, so
make sure you’re doing something that
can be accomplished in that time. No
cars can be left at the dealership after
the event.

ASC will provide snacks and lunch.
Contact Dave Thompson for more
information (jdt@ashtonlabs.com).

The event fee is $15 per person.

If you plan to attend either of the
DIY tech sessions, please fill out the
registration form on page 11.

DIY Tech Sessions
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Automotive Metal Performance, Inc.

Specializing in 113 and 107 Chassis

� Full Sheet Metal Fabrication,

Modification and Reconstruction

� Top Quality Coach Refinishing

Top to Bottom, Inside and Out

� Interior, Electrical and Hydraulic

Work and Minor Mechanical Services

� Suspension and Safety Upgrades

and Modifications

Quality and authenticity
since 1980

Contact Andy Paza (301) 223-5017
Williamsport, MD

www.amprestorations.com

Others you may not have seen, but whose support of the
event from behind the scenes made it an extraordinary one,
included Mary Odyneic of Odyneic Interiors, Amber Pearson
of the National Bio-Diesel Board.  Bill and Debbie Repass,
GWS members, Bernadette Bettard, Brian McClure, Rene
Herbert, Jennifer Cooke, Judy Faas, Linda Mandler, Michael
Egan, Frankie Berti, Dave Polny, Shellie Tedford, Flamur
Adili, Jessa Quick, Liz Klmowicz, Rick Schubert and more,
all did something to make StarTech something special for
every attendee.

Big thanks go out to those folks who were the hands and
feet of StarTech 2007: Jim Glenn and Angie Bracht, Paul
Vandenburg, Jim Lozoskie, Mason Beale, David VanDuzer,
Jim Smith, Steve Walters, Barrie Gochman, Mike Wirt, Josie
Lesler, Ray and Mary Lombardo, Joe and Bobbie Wozney,
Janet McFarland, Henry and Laurie Harrell, Eric and Katie
Wagner, Deborah and Klaus Hirtes, David Cummings,
Chuck Landenberger and Lee Cassidy. These were the peo-
ple who showed up early and stayed late to help with the lit-
tle details, the ones no one knows about—but without them
this event could not have been as successful as it truly was.  

Any celebration cannot happen without the help of
friends. Thank you to all of our “Friends,” for without you,
we could not have had as much fun as we did at StarTech
2007.

From the President . . .
Continued from page 4
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The Greater Washington Section welcomes all its new members. We hope that you

will join us soon at one of our upcoming events. Please feel free to call any officer

for information on our activities and what you can do to get involved.

Mija Basile

Gaithersburg, Md.

Richard Berger

Middleburg, Va.

Simon Bradbury

Kensington, Md.

Lawrence Cheng

Arlington, Va.

Rick Cordes

Waldorf, Md.

Joseph P. DeJohn

Reisterstown, Md.

Charles Drake

Alexandria, Va.

Tim Fleming

Oak Hill, Va.

Randolph Geck

Leonardtown, Md.

Ira G. Ginsburg

Potomac, Md.

William L. Harmon

Odenton, Md.

Dolan Jablonski

Annapolis, Md.

Reg Jeffery

Washington, D.C.

Rob Knickerbocker

Severna Park, Md.

Peter Liashek

Gaithersburg, Md.

Laura L. Brown Lucas

Fort Washington, Md.

Steve Luscinski

Frederick, Md.

Michael Makris

Olney, Md.

Charles L. Meyers Jr.

Manassas Park, Va.

Roger J. O’Connor

Falls Church, Va.

Charles C. Pecarro

Falls Church, Va.

Winfried W. Pakiz

Woodbine, Md.

Eliza A. Ross

Lexington Park, Md.

Raymond Schlicht

Arlington, Va.

Thomas M. White

McLean, Va.

NEW
MEMBERS

DIY Tech Sessions
Curry’s, July 21 — and/or — ASC, August 18

Name(s) ______________________________________ Member # ________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (h)__________________________________     (w) ________________________________

E-mail address____________________________________________________________________

No. of attendees ($15 each) __________ for the session at Curry’s

No. of attendees ($15 each) __________ for the session at ASC

Total dollar amount enclosed $_________

Make check payable to GWS-MBCA

Send completed form and check to: Dave Thompson, 12530 Rock Ridge Rd., Herndon, VA  20170



12 July 2007



Metro Tri-Star 13

High Performance Driver Education
August 4-5, 2007 — Summit Point, West Virginia

Name (Driver 1):____________________________________ Home Phone ____________________

Name (Driver 2):____________________________________ Work Phone______________________

E-mail Address ______________________________________________________________________

Home Address _____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Driver 1:
Driver 1: Driver's License # (req’d) ____________________________    State ____________________

Driver 1: Total # of previous track events ____________

Where______________________________________________________________________

No of times at Summit Point ____________

Driver 1: Rate your track driving skill level (circle one):

Novice (no events)            Beginner (1-2 events)           Intermediate           Advanced

Any other information related to your driving skills __________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Driver 2:
Driver 2: Driver's License # (req’d) ____________________________ State ____________________

Driver 2: Total # of previous track events ____________

Where______________________________________________________________________

No of times at Summit Point ____________

Driver 2: Rate your track driving skill level (circle one):

Novice (no events)            Beginner (1-2 events)           Intermediate           Advanced

Any other information related to your driving skills __________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Auto Information:
Car you will be driving: Year ___________       Make ________________________________________

Model_________________________________________     Color ____________________________

Insurance Carrier (required) ____________________________________________________________

Policy # ____________________________________________________________________________

Car Number(s) preferred (1st come, 1st served)  _______________

Fees:
The cost is $350 per person for both days or $190 for one day.

A $50 administration fee will be assessed for all cancelations before July 10.

Fees after July 15 and at the track are $395 for 2 days and $225 for 1 day.

Cancelations after July 10 will not receive a refund unless there is a replacement for your spot.

Driver 1: (Circle one)      Both Days          Saturday         Sunday     $ __________

Driver 2: (Circle one)      Both Days          Saturday         Sunday     $ __________

Total Enclosed: $ __________

Make check payable to: GWS-MBCA
Send this form and check to: Joe Wozney, 1625 Park Overlook Dr., Reston, VA 20190
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EMB
Means

Parts
We strive to give you the best possible prices

on replacement parts for your Mercedes.

Both Commercial and Individual
customers are welcome.

Saturday – walk in
UPS Delivery weekdays

By appointment during the week

Call (703) 425-5380
Fax (703) 425-5330

3827 Pickett Road
Fairfax, Virginia

At Dent Wizard we remove dents, dings, creases
and hail damage from the exterior of your

Mercedes Benz.

Our revolutionary process removes those imperfec-
tions quickly and inexpensively.

100% Satisfaction Guarantee Lifetime Warranty

DRIVE IN.
DENTS OUT.

$25 OFF
Paintless

Dent Removal

Offer good for Mercedes Club

members only. Not good with any

other offer. 

One coupon per vehicle.

No cash value.

For an appointment or FREE estimate call

1-800-DENT-WIZ

DENT
WIZARD

DENTS AWAY...SAME DAY

www.dentwizard.com
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Maryland GWS License Tags
Maryland license tags with the section logo and the

words “Mercedes-Benz Club” on them are still avail-

able. These plates will not be available through the

MVA. You can purchase them only through the club,

and they can only be put on a Mercedes-Benz. Please

send the form below to Ed Hainke, coordinator of the

program, with two checks: one payable to GWS-MBCA

in the amount of $10, and the second check payable to

MVA in the amount of $25. Ed will then contact you for

the required MVA information.

Maryland

Greater Washington Section Tags
Name ____________________________ Member # __________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (h) __________________________ (w) ________________________________________

Send this form and two checks payable to

GWS-MBCA for $10 and MVA for $25 to:

Ed Hainke, 10755 Sawpit Cove Road, Lusby, MD 20657

MARYLAND

M
B 0001

MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB

�

�

�

�

ASC Celebrates 70 Years
To help celebrate 70 years of serving the commu-

nity’s automotive needs from their location at the

intersection of North Glebe Road and Randolph Street

in Arlington, Va., American Service Center on Sunday

June 3, held a family party, complete with great

bratwurst, hamburgers, salads, cake and ice cream. A

balloon artist and Redskins football player were there

to help in the festive atmosphere.

The Greater Washington Section set up a table to

market MBCA membership to attendees. With every

year of membership signed up on this day, a mini

MBCA autocross cone was given to the new member.

Assisting in this event were classic Mercedes-Benz

owners Steve Newby and David VanDuzer. Both

brought out a nice variety of vintage models.

GWS board members helped man the table. Bill

Hopper, Jim Glenn, Joe Wozney and Eric Wagner had

an opportunity to mingle with the crowds and explain

the benefits of being a member of the Greater

Washington Section. Several long-time GWS mem-

bers stopped by to share stories of their benefits of club membership and reconnect with club friends. Congratulations, ASC!

GWS member David VanDuzer (far right) stands with ASC General Partner

Morton Zetlin (left) and Mark Zetlin (ASC retail manager) beside one of

David’s beautiful vintage autos.
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Mid-Atlantic Concours and Picnic
Sunday, August 19, 2007 — North Potomac, Maryland

Name(s) ______________________________________ Member # ________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (h)__________________________________     (w) ________________________________

E-mail address____________________________________________________________________

No. of adults (18+) x $15 __________

No. of children (12 - 17) x $10 __________          (there is no charge for children under 12)

Total dollar amount enclosed $_________

Car entered: Model ________ Year ________  (circle one:) show / street / display

Car entered: Model ________ Year ________  (circle one:) show / street / display

Car entered: Model ________ Year ________  (circle one:) show / street / display

We will bring a Silent Auction item (optional)   (circle one) Yes / No

Make check payable to GWS-MBCA

Send completed form and check to: Jim Glenn, 9513 Mt. Vernon Landing, Alexandria, VA 22309-3222

well as a ladies tea (see page 20 for summary of tours).
The final event of this whirlwind weekend was the Q&A

session moderated by national president Jim O’Sullivan.
The discussion initially focused on oil and maintenance
interval issues but quickly diverged to issues facing MBCA
to tire choices for classic race cars and from challenges of
caring for the new generation of extremely hard ceramic
paint to availability of rare parts for restoration efforts. At
the end of the session, attendees left happy but also a little
sad that such a wonderful time with friends was over.

The StarTech banquet dinner took place on Saturday
night. GWS President Bill Hopper took on the position of
emcee for the evening and regaled everyone with good sto-
ries and handed out valuable door prizes donated by spon-
sors and friends of the club. Music was provided by a local
swing band, Blue Sky 5, led by new GWS member Craig
Gildner.

To top off StarTech 2007, the Greater Washington
Section invited attendees out to Summit Point Raceway for
a fun day of performance driving instruction and a play day

at the race track. StarTech
2007 Demonstration Day was
sponsored by Bridgestone
Tires, and they had their
equipment to mount and bal-
ance tires and even provided a
demonstration set of Potenza
R compound tires on a C 240
for our attendees to try out.

American Service Center
of Arlington, Va. supported
StarTech 2007 with two C240
automobiles for demonstra-
tion purposes throughout the
event, as well as two R350s
which were used to shuttle
attendees and transport event
material, just one of the many
ways this MB dealership sup-
ports our club.

Thanks to everyone who attended and to all those who
worked so hard to make StarTech 2007 a truly memorable
event. MBCA events like this one really show what makes
this club interesting and relevant: The enthusiasm and pas-
sion of its members for the Mercedes-Benz marque.

Recap of StarTech 2007
Continued from page 1

Gernold Nisius of SL-Tech

spoke about the 113 chassis in

today’s marketplace.
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The
Trading

Post

Trading Post Advertising Information
Any GWS member may place an ad of up to six lines in length free of charge in the Metro Tri-Star. Include

your name, membership number, address and phone number(s) with area codes on your hand-printed or

typed copy. Personal ads will appear for two issues. Ads should be sent to: Metro Tri-Star, 1307 Warrington

Place, Alexandria, VA 22307; telephone (703) 765-9405; or e-mail: janetmcfarland@earthlink. net.

Non members may submit a single personal ad for $45. For business ad rates, contact Janet McFarland

at the same number.

We will print a photograph (from color or black and white original or from high-resolution digital image)

with your ad for $20. If you would like the photo returned, enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope. All

checks should be made payable to: GWS-MBCA. Advertising copy must be received by the 10th of the

month preceding publication or the ad will appear in the following issue. The editor of the Metro Tri-Star shall

have sole discretion in determining ad acceptability.

500SL, 1999: Silver/black. All options, panorama

hard top, AMG sport package. Car is perfect. 21,000

miles. Will consider sedan trade toward purchase price

of $36,000. Call Al at (410) 893-9640, or e-mail

aga1consult@aol.com. Photos available.

560SL, 1989: White/gray. Outstanding 560SL

Roadster. Second owner car (9 years). 77K original

miles. Last year for classic R107 body style (col-

lectible). Original first-aid kit and manuals, service

records. Garaged and pampered. Solid history, deliv-

ered July 1989 at AutoBahn Motors. Powered by 5.6

liter, V8, 4-speed automatic transmission, AC, power

steering, windows & door locks, cruise control, ABS

disc brakes, leather, both tops, alloy wheels. Original

sticker price well over $6,000. Asking $19,900 (kids in

college!) Contact Steve at smlusci@gmail.com. You

may view pictures at http://amgmarket.com/copper-

mine/thumbnails.php?album=3

560SEL, 1988: White/blue leather. Excellent condi-

tion, very clean, factory trans 2004; full front end

refurbish 2005; new Michelins 2006; new windshield

2007. This is NOT A USED car. It has been fully

repaired and maintained by experienced ASE Master

Mechanic. Asking $6,800. Call James at (703) 753-

2422, or e-mail jwarren747@comcast.net.

W123 Parts for sale: 1 “Bundt” style wheel, instru-

ment panels, interior parts, lighting, mirror. $100 for

the lot. Call Robert at (703) 467-9658, or e-mail rtel-

well@cox.net.

Alloy Wheels and Tires: Near perfect 17-inch, 2003

SL 500 (7-spoke) wheels with Michelin Pilot Sport

245/45 x 17 tires mounted on them. Approx. 13,500

miles on them before I upgraded to 18-inch

wheels/tires. $900 for the set of four. Call Dave at

(703) 924-2867, or e-mail davidjestine@cox.net.

Rims with Autocross/Racing Tires: 4 17x8 ET35 OZ

Racing Superleggeras with 245/45 Kumho V710s; 2

17x7.5 ET36 ’05 SLK350 fronts with 245/45 Kumho

710s; 2 17x8.5 ET30 ’05 SLK350 rears with 275/40

Kumho 710s; 6 275/40/17 Kumho V700 Victoracers.

All are good to excellent. Priced at 
1
⁄2 Tire Rack list

price. Contact Ted at (703) 893-3030, or e-mail ted-

joseph@cox.net.

Every Dealership Should Have One . . .
We were invited  by friends in Germany to accompany

them on a four-day stay in Mittenwald, a lovely little village in
Upper Bavaria on the northern foothills of the Alps between
Garmisch-Partenkirchen and Innsbruck, Austria. 

It took nearly five hours by car (in a Peugeot driven by
our host. Had it been his wife or
Klaus at the wheel, we probably
could have done it in three hours).

Anyway, in this little village of
Mittenwald, which has a world-
wide reputation as a center of vio-
lin and instrument making, is a
Mercedes-Benz dealership (with
the fog from the mountains softly
descending on it). And next to the
showroom was the “Mercedes
Grill” (inset). What a great idea! It
makes you want to wait around
while your car is being worked on!

—Deborah Hirtes
Photos by Klaus Hirtes
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High
Gear

(and
Taut Rigging)

A
week ago Sunday, we set all sails to

a force-six wind with my cousin,

Martin Pluess, at the tiller and tra-

versed the azure Mediterranean from

Sardinia to Corsica.

To steer a trim barque across open waters

under taut canvas is to experience travel in

complete harmony with nature. As we bid

farewell to the fair shores of Italy and head-

ed in the direction of the French bastion at

Bonafacio, I contemplated the mechanics of

this wonderful venture. The force of the wind

propels while the lubricity of the water

allows for the necessary slip angle. All this is

undertaken in strict compliance with the

immutable laws of physics.

Ah, yes, how often we laud the unsung

genius who invented the wheel and the unlet-

tered architect who conceived the arch.

Kudos well deserved. However, I would like

to sing the praises of that first mariner who

bethought himself to harness Aeolus’ mighty

gusts to send a vessel skittering over the sur-

face of a turbulent liquid to a certain destina-

tion. This was engineering of the highest

order before we ever invented the term!

There have always been great minds among

us.

I would like to postulate that, if Rudolf

Diesel had been born a caveman, he would

have been the one who invented the wheel.

Had he come into this world as an ancient

Phoenician, surely Rudolf would have

devised the system of rigging to allow a sail-

ing ship to tack across the wind. Since these

mighty achievements had already been

attained when Diesel was born in 1858, he

went on to invent the compression ignition

engine.

It is an unmitigated pleasure to sail a fifty

foot Beneteau in challenging waters. To visit

beautiful and historic places provides

delightful input for our personal data banks.

But it is the exposure to new and exciting

automotive experiences which also drives

me to travel to distant locations. Case in

point. I had to take a taxi from the yacht har-

bor at Cannigone to the aeroporto at Olbia. 

Imagine my delight when a fleet white

Mercedes E280CDI Diesel drove up to fetch

me. This is a state-of-the-art, turbocharged,

common rail injected starship with copious

power and torque. Of course I sat in front

with the driver. Although we did not share a

common language, we managed to carry on

an animated conversation using a patois of

French, Italian, English, techno-speak and

good will. The owner/driver told me that he

was totally enamored of his Mercedes taxi-

cab. He then proceeded to show me the

ample capabilities of his noble mount. Our

appointed destination required us to travel

over tertiary roads traversing the spiny scarp

of a jutting peninsula. The back ways were

narrow and twisting but well maintained and

banked. The driver set up for each curve like

a master, conscious of all the apexes. The

wonderful Mercedes did its part. I have never

enjoyed a trip to the airport more. And it was

plain that my host was enjoying wringing the

performance potential out of his Mercedes.

A critical ingredient in the mix of car,

driver and road was the E280CDI’s slick six-

speed manual transmission. Yes, colleagues,

my skillful Sardinian driver was able to

select the appropriate cogs for himself. He

was empowered to use the legendary heel

and toe technique where appropriate. Like

my cousin, Captain Martin Pluess, the

Sardinian owner of a Mercedes E class

Diesel is able to manipulate the controls

completely on his own, in order to obtain just

the right slip angle in a tight spot.

My long standing plea to the wizards in

Stuttgart: “You can trust your American

friends. We have the intelligence and maturi-

ty to shift for ourselves. Show us the confi-

dence which you repose in your Sardinian

customers. Provide us with the option to

drive a Diesel vehicle with three peddles on

the floor. We will do our part and go on to

show our heels to all the Bimmers and rice-

rockets on the back roads of North

America!”

When the white turbo Diesel arrived at the

airport in Olbia, my driver and I shook hands

and greetings. “John,” I said. “Rudolfo,” he

replied. Then he told me in our common auto

enthusiasts’ tongue that he was named in

honor of our mutual, mechanical patron

saint, Rudolfo Diesel. I should have known.

“Magnifico! Ciao!”

— John Kuhn Bleimaier
June 2007

by
John Kuhn
Bleimaier
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Star Auto Service, Inc.
The Best Service for the Best Car!
Complete and comprehensive auto service on

Mercedes-Benz, Alfa Romeo, Audi, VW and BMW

(410) 339-STAR

(410) 339-7827

1024 York Road

Towson, MD 21204

(Exit 26A off  of  695)

� MD State Inspections

� Free rides to home,

work or lightrail within

the area

� All work guaranteed
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DAR Museum
One could not have asked for a

nicer day on Thursday, May 17.
Several women from the GWS Section
and a couple wives from the MBCA
National Board enjoyed a private tour
of the DAR Period Rooms, thanks to
Janet McFarland, who is a DAR mem-
ber. The group saw dolls and toys from
the late 18th through the early 20th cen-
turies, gazed upon the Oklahoma
Kitchen filled with domestic furnish-
ings and kitchen items from the late-
18th and 19th centuries, and marveled at
the 17th century English Council
Chamber’s paneling and furniture,
which was made from the oak timbers
of the British frigate Augusta, sunk
during the Revolutionary War and sal-
vaged 100 years later

After the tour, a leisurely lunch was
enjoyed at the Corcoran Gallery of Art.

If you are ever looking for some-
thing different to do with out-of-town
visitors, you might just like to visit the
DAR Museum and then have lunch at
the Corcoran. Docents are on duty
Monday through Saturday for free
tours of the DAR Museum.

Design Center and Textile Museum
It was nice for some of the spouses

of “car nuts” to get away from the sem-
inars at StarTech 2007 and get to see a
little of Washington. On Friday, May
18, our driver, Joseph, drove us to the
Washington Design Center, located in
the heart of our nation’s capital. This
former warehouse consists of about
400,000 square feet and houses more
than 60 wholesale residential, commer-
cial and building products showrooms.
We had less than two hours to spare,
but with the help of designer Mary

Odyneic (of Odyneic Interiors in
Chevy Chase, Md.), we saw the Spring
2007 Design House as well as some
selected showrooms. There were some
incredible pieces of furniture and
accessories, but it was at the
Brunschwig & Fils showroom where
we got to see fabric that cost $5,000 a
yard (it was woven by a father and son
who can only do 2 inches per day).

After a quick bite to eat, we then
headed to the two historic buildings
that comprise the Textile Museum in
the Kalorama neighborhood of
Washington, D.C. Dedicated to fur-
thering the understanding of mankind’s
creative achievements in the textile
arts, the current exhibition was on the
color red. The show was absolutely
fascinating as it explored the uses and
meanings of red in textiles across time
and place, from the pre-Columbian
high Andes to the 21st century streets of
New York. The tour was made all that
much more meaningful under the guid-
ance of a truly wonderful docent who
was full of knowledge and enthusiasm.
We could have spent much more time
there, but it was time to hurry home for
the VPC tour.  

Vehicle Preparation Center 
In past years, the tour of the Vehicle

Preparation Center (VPC) in Belcamp,
Md. has always been a well-attended
event for our section. Unfortunately,
with its move to its new Baltimore
location and renovation of an old
Toyota plant there, we have not had
that opportunity for a while. But our
good friend Ulrich (Rick) Schubert,
manager of the VPC, is retiring July 31
of this year, and with the national
StarTech 2007 event taking place in
our own backyard, this was the perfect
opportunity to get a look at the expand-
ed facility and meet Rick’s replace-
ment, Ted Boudalis.

It was Friday—and rush hour—plus
an accident somewhere along the
route—so our bus trip from the hotel in
Reston to the center in Baltimore took
almost three times as long as it should
have. But with beer and wine (provid-
ed by John Sokol, a GWS member who
works for Gallo Wines), soft drinks
and cheese and pretzels, nobody
seemed to mind.

The new Baltimore location con-
sists of 100 acres with parking for
12,000 cars and is strictly for quality
control and inspection. The Belcamp
facility, with another 30 acres, is where
the major repair work is done.

The car-carrying ships that pull into
the pier at the Baltimore VPC can hold
6,000 cars on 13 levels. The vehicles
are driven off the ship. The facility has
a database which works off a bar code
scanner, and every car has its own
unique identifier which, with careful
updating, can locate each car and its
status. The cars are then road-tested,

Those attending the tour of

the Design Center couldn’t

resist posing next to a chair

that was upholstered in fabric

that cost $5,000 per yard.

StarTech Side Tours Proved to Be Fun and Interesting

Continued on next page

From the left: Angie

Bracht, Bobbie

Wozney, Frances

Boyd, Solveig Olson,

Janet McFarland and

Nancy Fehlauer take in

a beautiful day dat the

DAR Museum. 
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washed and put up on a lift for inspec-
tion. A car must be 100 percent correct
before it leaves the facility.

There are 65 full-time employees
running four inspection lines. Between
6,000 and 10,000 cars come in each
month through this operation, and it
takes roughly a half hour to get each
car through the facility. That means
that sometimes the cars have been
checked and are on their way to their
ultimate destination by truck before the
entire ship has even been offloaded. 

The most popular colors, according
to Schubert (and from looking around
the parking lot) are silver, black and
white. Twenty-five percent of the cars
that come through the facility are cus-
tomer-ordered (including those pur-
chased through the European Delivery
Program). Eighty-five percent of the
vehicles go out in enclosed trucks,
which are allowed to travel 500 miles
per day. The area of delivery from the
Baltimore VPC extends all the way to
Colorado.

Our very best wishes go to Rick
Schubert, and we hope to see him in a
more active role as a member of the
GWS section. We look forward to our
new relationship with Ted Boudalis
and of enjoying many more visits to
the VPC in the coming years, including
a chance to see a ship as it is unload-
ing.

Following the tour, we had a won-
derful dinner in Baltimore at the cor-
porate headquarters of Phillips Foods.
Many thanks to GWS member
Michael Wirt for arranging this deli-
cious meal. And, just as we were get-
ting on the bus for the trip back to
Reston, the sky was lit up with fire-
works. (Some say it was because of
the Orioles game, but we know it was
a show put on just for us!)

Spy Tour of Washington
Saturday morning started off on

another bus trip. Since its earliest days,
the Washington, D.C. area has been the
scene of international intrigue, espi-
onage and intelligence activity. While
the U.S. government has tried to learn
the plans of other countries, it also has
tried to keep its own plans secret.

Key players in this never-ending

drama include personalities as diverse
as Aldrich Ames, Robert Hanssen,
Major General “Wild Bill” Donovan,
Jonathan Pollard, Alger Hiss, Elizabeth
(Betty) Pack, Mary Surratt and Soviet
defector Vitaly Yurchenko, among oth-
ers.

Leading our spy tour by bus was
GWS member Francis Gary Powers,
Jr., the son of the U-2 pilot shot down
by the Soviets in 1960. (Gary is a GWS
member and is restoring his legendary
father’s 220S convertible). He was
joined by our tour guide, John
Bessette. As the bus drove by various
homes, embassies, restaurants, drop
points and meeting places, John
explained the events that occurred
there as well as the backgrounds of the
spies and their reasons (usually ideo-
logical or monetary) for turning
against their own countries.

The tour ended with lunch in
Georgetown and some time for wan-
dering around the quaint area before
heading back to the hotel for tea.

Tea
Later on Saturday afternoon, the

“Mercedes Ladies” tea, initiated by
National Membership Chair Josie
Lesler and sponsored by Bridgestone
Tires, proved to be a lively, informal
give-and-take session between the
attendees and Christal Waddy, who
owns Roadblock Protective Systems
Inc., an automotive company specializ-
ing in complete vehicle protection.

Christal, who began her interest in
automobiles at the age of 4 building and
racing scale models with her uncles, has

degrees in Automotive Paint and
Refinishing, Automotive Marketing
and Management and is a graduate of
the NADA Dealer Development pro-
gram. She has worked for General
Motors HydraMatic Division, was a
product specialist for the Mercedes-
Benz tuner RENNtech and was sales
manager for BMW and general manag-
er for a Mini dealership.

With her automotive background,
she asked the attendees a number of
questions pertaining to women and
their cars, including what kind of serv-
ice they get when they go into a dealer-
ship by themselves. She stressed that
when buying a car or having it serv-
iced, women should be informed and
“ask the right questions.”

As the women were treated to tea

and sweets, questions were asked by

those in attendance regarding such top-

ics as run-flat tires, popular paint col-

ors and the use of fabric interiors. The

women also did not hesitate to give

suggestions as to what they would like

to see in the vehicles they buy, e.g. a

heated steering wheel, not-so-sloping

roofline, rear “headlight” to use at

night when backing up. They also sug-

gested importing some of the more

economical cars with better gas

mileage (e.g., the A-Class) and sug-

gested that advertising for the family

cars (R, ML class) be expanded.

Bridgestone presented each of the

participants with a small triangular

case containing jumper cables, tools,

gloves, spare fuses and tape—items no

car should be without.

Rodd Stotsenburg of Bridgestone Tires, the tea’s sponsor, presented each of the partici-

pants with a triangular tool kit. Seated at far left is Christal Waddy, who led a session on

women and their cars.
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T
he Greater Washington Section
will host the last Mercedes-Benz
Club of America national event

to be held this year on September 15-
18, 2007. The headquarters hotel will
be the new Marriott Courtyard in
Winchester, Va.

Tri-O-Rama opens with early regis-
tration on Friday and a concours d’éle-
gance in historic downtown Win -
chester on Saturday. (Did you know
that Winchester changed hands more
than 70 times during the Civil War?)
The concours is a showing of cars that
are prepared and cleaned to appear as
close to “showroom original” as possi-
ble. Cars are classed in accordance
with rules established by the National
Events Committee. The event will be
judged, and trophies will be awarded
for Best of Show, Best of Class,
Judges’ Choice, and People’s Choice
(Display Class). Display cars are not
judged.

We hope to attract beautiful and
exciting cars from all over the East
Coast. On Saturday evening, everyone
will celebrate the concours and our
coming together with a welcome
reception.

Sunday promises to be a busy day!
There will be an autocross and a rally
—actually, you’ll be able to run the
rally on any day. An autocross is a low-
to-moderate-speed driving event held
on a parking lot or similar area. The
course of gates, straights and turns is
designated by pylons. The object is to
traverse the course as quickly as possi-
ble without striking the cones or going
“off course.” Drivers are permitted to
walk the course beforehand to become
familiar with the layout, the track sur-
face, the turns and any unusual condi-
tions.

Trophies will be awarded for all
classes as established under the
National Event Rules.

A rally is a competitive drive on
local highways and roads. A driver and
navigator drive a selected route and
answer questions from information
gathered along the way (and occasion-
ally some brain teasers). Mileage, time
and answers to the questions all count
toward the final score. Trophies will be

awarded for the best placements and
will be presented to both driver and
navigator.

Since the concours, welcome recep-
tion, rally and autocross all take place
on the weekend, there’s no excuse for
not joining us in Winchester!

It is still to be determined whether
we will run the defensive driving
school on Sunday or Monday. The
defensive driving school is a non-com-
petitive series of short, specific cours-
es, marked by pylons, which are
designed to improve driving skills and
assist the driver in better understanding
how his/her car will react during turn-
ing and threshold braking. Most of the
courses are low-speed events and are
recommended for all drivers, even if
they will not be entering the autocross
or track events. Drivers entering track
events (other than acceleration runs)
are required to take the defensive driv-
ing school.

On Sunday evening, we’ll celebrate
the victors of the concours and
autocross events with a banquet and
awards presentation.

On Monday and Tuesday, we’ll be
at Summit Point Motorsport Park for a
performance driving school, accelera-
tion runs and time trials. The perform-
ance driving school is a noncompeti-
tive and instructional school on a race-
track with a trained in-car instructor.
Emphasis is on handling, control, brak-
ing and proper use of the hands and
eyes. With 10 or more cars on the track
at one time, safety is a primary con-
cern, and drivers must attend a class-

room session before beginning the
school.

The acceleration run is an approxi-
mate quarter-mile sprint from a stand-
ing start. The object is to complete the
distance in the shortest possible time.
Cars are on the track one at a time and
are given a minimum of three runs.
Trophies will be awarded for all class-
es as established under the National
Event Rules.

Time trials are competitive laps on
the full racecourse. No more than two
or three cars are on the track at one
time. The procedure consists of a
warm-up lap, three consecutive timed
laps, and a cool-down lap. To partici-
pate in time trials, drivers must have
completed the defensive driving and
performance driving schools.

We’ll wrap up Tri-O-Rama 2007 on
Tuesday night with a Grand Finale
Banquet and awards presentation at the
Winchester Country Club.

We’ve planned four fun-filled days
for you. However, this is a great oppor-
tunity for those members who cannot
take off during the week to join us for
at least two days of action on the week-
end. Whether you come to one, two or
all of the events, Tri-O-Rama 2007
promises to be an exciting affair and
our best yet. And, Winchester is only
an hour’s drive from the Beltway. Plan
to attend what has become the club’s
premier national event. Check the sec-
tion’s Web site (www.gws-mbca.org)
for more information and a registration
packet.

—Joe Wozney

Upcoming Event

Tri-O-Rama 2007
September 15-18, Winchester, Va.

Another Photo from StarTech 2007

John Olson (left), MBCA direc-

tor-at-large and editor of the SL

Market Letter, spoke at StarTech

2007 about collecting Mercedes

as a hobby. Here, at the banquet

dinner, he shows GWS President

Bill Hopper a book about the

50th anniversary of MBCA and

asked that everyone in atten-

dance sign it.

Photo by Eric Wagner
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